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CHEM CAL WEAPONS CONVENTI ON : STATEMENT BY

THE SOUTH AFRI CAN M NI STER OF FOREI GN AFFAI RS

MR R F BOTHA ON THE OCCASI ON OF THE SI GNI NG OF

THE CONVENTION I N PARI'S, 14 JANUARY 1993

South Africa takes pride today in becomi ng an original signatory to the Chenical Wapons
Conven-

tion.

This is the first nmultilateral disannanent agreenent with an effective and conprehensive
veri hcation

mechani smthat prohibits the production, acquisition, stockpiling, transfer or use of che
m ca

weapons. It also requires the destruction of existing chem cal weapons. The carefully dev
i sed

verification neasures, including challenge inspections and routine verifications in the ¢
heni ca

i ndustry, are as prom sing as they are unprecedented.

South Africa has already acceded to the NPT and has concl uded a Saf eguards Agreenent with
the

I nternational Atom c Energy Agency. W are also party to the Biol ogi cal Weapons Conventi o
n. In

addition South Africa is prepared to adhere to the Mssile Technol ogy Control Regi ne and,
with the

approval of other countries, to becone a nenber. The world therefore knows that South Afr
ica fully

accepts its global and regional responsibilities and is commtted to non- proliferation a
nd di sar na-

ment. By signing the Chem cal Wapons Conventi on we have now taken that commitnment an

i mportant step further.

The South African government will present draft legislation to Parlianent on the Non-Pro
iferation

of Weapons of Mass Destruction. This is intended as enabling legislation to neet the obje
ctives of

t he Conventi on.

We wel cone the enthusiastic support which this Convention has received fromour fellow Af
ri can

countries. W see this as an inportant step in strengthening cooperation throughout our c
onti nent

and our region in freeing Africa fromthe threat of nuclear as well as chem cal weapons.

| ndeed, South

Africa will strongly support initiatives ainmed at making Africa the first continent to be
decl ared free

of all weapons of mmss destruction.
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At sone point in the future, those who follow us may hopefully | ook back on today as a tu
rning point: a

when mankind finally began to strike a new bal ance between the requirenments of national s
overei gnty

on the one hand, and gl obal responsibility on the other: when the nations of the world, t
he majority,

joined hands and minds to end the nightnmare of nmass anni hilation which we created. The wo
nders of

technol ogy al so brought forth nonsters to threaten our very existence on this planet, but
today, we at

last took a multilateral step to end and control a particularly hei nous category of weapo
ns of mass

destructi on.

Among God,s creations, it seens, no species except our own, Hono Sapi ens, has engaged as
we have

in the systematic exterm nation of nmenbers of our own species, for that is what war is, a
nd what

weapons are used for. For generation after generation we as a species have gone into batt
l e and

occupi ed ourselves with the whol esale killing of our own kind. Sel dom has there been a de
arth of

funds for the manufacture of tools of war.

Is it too early to hope that we are on the threshold of a new chapter in human history? T
he historic

significance of this multilateral event woul d be enhanced if it could | ead to the channe
ling of funds

and ingenuity into helping the | esser devel oped world to prosper, a matter which is rece

ving the

serious attention of the South African Governnent in respect of the application of our ow
n resources.

In Africa, tens of nmillions of our people face nass exterm nation through poverty, starva

tion and

di sease. W have a historic opportunity, therefore, to turn away from weapons of mass des

truction,

and focus our energies on creating weapons for nmass survival and progress.

In neeting this challenge South Africa will play its part in such a great and worthy cha
| enge.

| ssued by the Permanent M ssion of South Africa to the United N ations.
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