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The Editor,
Globe and Mail
444 Front Street
Toronto, Ontario.

Dear Sir,

I am writing in response to the article on the World Masters
athletic meeting. by Lawrence Martin in your newspaper on August 16
("South Africans Present Case"). Unfortunately. his report on the
demonstration against participation of South Africans ’ . :'<“:
in the meet contained serious inaccuracies. To quote: "... about
a dozen university students .... picketed the games in protest... The
demonstration was quickly dispersed when athletes.... rose to the
South Africane' defence."

First, the 30-odd demonstrators were not all university
students, and included representatives from the Canadian Council of
Churches, Oxram (Ontario). Development Education Centre, The Toronto
Committee for the Liberation of Southern Africa, and the African
National Congress. As for dispersion of the demonstration, one

athlete (with the initials UCLA on his athletic shirt) approached
one of the demonstrators' groups, on Wednesday evening. and tore up

two of the placards, telling them to "buzz off". This group later
joined the remainder of the demonstrators at the main stadium for
another 1% hours, during which time discussions took place with a
number of passers by and participants, many of when approved of the

demonstration. It was stopped by general agreement of the demon—
strators. , ‘ “"'-‘ “’“ “ ' ‘W‘ 2?-r»'g_1-!~*l

PARTIAL LIST OF SPONSORS

Andrew Brewin, MP African National Congress (S. Afr.) Ontario Federanon of Labour

Mike Flvnn, Development and Peace Association of United Ukrainian South Africa Canada Association

George Harris, United Electrical Canadians Student Administrative Council,

Workers Canadian Council of Churches University of Toronto

Dr. Floyd Honey, Canadian Council Canadian Labour Congress Toronto Committee for the Liberation

of Churches Canadian Peace Congress of Portuguese African Colonies

Stephen Lewis, MPP Communist Party United Church

Jean Vautour, Canadian Peace Metropolitan Toronto Labour United Electrical Workers

Congress Council United Jewish Peoples Order

Joe Morris, Canadian Labour Congress National Association of South Voice of Women

Sam Fox, Metro Labour Council Africans in Canada Young Women's Chrislian Association  



 

 

 

To quote Mr Martin further: "The CMA chose to ignore politics",
implying that politics should be kept out of sport. The fact is that
multiracial teams based on merit alone are not found in South Africa,
and it 15 the apartheid regime which introduced politics into sport
in that country. Second, the South African athletes present at the
meet asked for " a little time" before changes occur in that country
The present government has had 27 years to bring about change.
"Western civilisation" has been in South Africa for 300 years.
Apartheid 13 still the dominant policy there. How much time will
they need?

 


