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ANC RESPONSE TO PRESI DENT DE KLERK' S | NSI STENCE TO FORCE THE

FURTHER | NDEWNI TY BI LL THROUGH PARLI AMENT

The African National Congress wants to state clearly that there Is no
relati on between the Further Indemity am and the Record of
Under st andi ng that was reached by the ANC and the governnent during the
Sunmit of 28m Septenber. De Klerk has acknow edged he has the power to
i mpl ement the agreenents reached in the Accord. No further legislation is
necessary In this regard. and we will hold President De Klerk to the
undert aki ngs made In the accord. It Is disingenuous of De Klerk to try and
manufacture a link to save hinmself tromthe enbarrassment at not even

belng able to get the Bill accepted In his own Trl-Caneral Partianent.
The ANC believes that President De Kierk's desperate attenpts to force
the Further Indemity Bill through Perilanment |Is an Indication ot the

seriousness of the crines he Is trying to prevent becom ng known. This
should set alarmbells ringing for all concerned South Atricane. What
terrible crinmes have been commtted in defence ot apartheid. that de Klerk

is so scared will beconme publlc? For the sake of national reconcilietlon
there nust be public acknow edgenent ot the crines conmitted.
The ANC once again repeat the warning that we will nullity any ammesty

| egislation that is Introduced by this government.
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Many organi satlons are demanding that the |ist of nanes submitted to ANC
Presi dent Nel son Mandel a of those accused oi acts of torture against
tormer detainees held in ANC detention centres be made public.

The Conmi ssion Fleport stated quite clearly that It did not have the
opportunity to hear evidence fromthose named in this way. At the ANC
press conference. M Mandel a reiterated that the ANC was seriously
considering the setting up of an independent commi ssion to continue wth
this investigation.

It is a basic principle of justice that those who stand accused have the
Qpportunity to be heard. In the interests of Justice. it would be incorrect
to sinply release a list of names which could, and In fact does, inciude
people in no way connected with the security departnment of the ANC. For

i nstance, one oi the nanes is of a person who was on Hobben Island from
the early 1960s until 1989.
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The ANO considers follow up to the Report at the Conm ssion of Enquiry
Into Conpiainte by former ANC prisoners to be urgent’t’tand inportant.
Pursuant of the Report. the ANC has begun the process of establishing an
i ndependent conmm ssion of enquiry as undertaken by President Nel son
Mandel a at the press conference on Monday. 19 Cctober. 1992.
However. with regard to publishing the net of names subnmitted by the
Conmi ssion, the ANC reiterates that it Is a basic principle of justice that
those who stand accused have the opportunity to be heard. tt would be
incorrect to sinply reiease a |Ilet of names so I nacurate that it even

I ncl udes nanes of people who could in no way be’ connected teeny of the:-
el | egat | one made.
The story uses the Report of the Commission of Inquiry as a basis for
repeati ng unsubstanti ated atl egati ons and accusations. This is a
di sservice to Wekly Mail readers. those whose nanes they list and the
Interests of Justice.
It Is regrettable that a newspaper such as the Wekly Mail, with It:
out st andi ng record of exposing abuse and corruption. shoul d not have seen
tlt to pay attention to accugacy in the detail of the repon headlined 'The
nanes the ANC tried to hide’'. The nanes |listed. sone of which are
conpl etely unknown to us. are cleedy drawn froma magazine article
published In 1990. (Searchllght SA. vol.2. No.1l. July 1990) and therefore
eveileble for all to read
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