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He states thai thé
United States would
not assist South Afri-
ca if a racial explo-
sion came here. I do
agree with him be-
cause America is too
afraid te assist any
non-communist coun-
try even if they are
militarily invaded,

Can he inform me
which' other country was
assisted successfully by
America? In fact the
Americans did encourage
states to resist commun-
ism, but when the crunch
came, they ran like a
mongrel with its tail be-
tween the legs.

Mr Tsongas must know
by now that America will
not. go into combat " with
Russia. Unless, perhaps if

New York.

ca will betray Western
states to save their own
skins.

now falsely encouraging
a racial explosion convey-
ing false hopes to the
blacks and coloureds in
South  Africa. Let me as.
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SIR — Ailo&r.rﬁe_ to reply to Se
invite il to dispute

the Russian tanks enter

In the mantime, Ameri-

Mr Tsongas himself is

 Letters
Some question

5

‘sure the blacks and col-

oureds that this is Ame-
rican propaganda and if
it comes to the crunch,
the Americans will sit
back and see them
slaughtered like they did
to Koreans, Afghanistans;
Czechs, Ukranians, Ethio-
pians, etc ete.

Mr Tsongas is far too
inexperienced in  world

affairs and has lost touch

of American foreign po-
licy, and I doubt if Mr
Carter knows he was in

Soutp Africa.

G TS

The best way for Ame-
rica to help South Afri-
Ca or any other Western
country is to keep men
like Mr Tsongas in Ame-
rica to put their own
humanitarian policies in
order with Negroes and
Red Indians' there,

Perhaps Mr  Tsongas

can‘tell his readers where

and how mighty America
ensures peace and secur-
ity in the non-communist
world? Why does Ame-

_rica not stop communist

oppression? What would

- 8roes possess oil

2./

songas

nator Paul Tsongas’s tough warning to South Africa. I
the facts as I see them.

the communists have done .

if they were in control of
South Africa today? And
what would America have
done to stop or ‘prevent
it? y

Would the Russians
have stopped Mr Tsongas’
statement from going into
print? What human
rights and power does
the American Red Indi-
an have? How many Ne-
wells
and concessions in Ame-
rica? :

C B KRATZINGER, _'

Pretoria.




BACKGROUND TO THE NEWS

TOUGH TALKIN(

DISCUSSIONS between
Inkatha president, Chief
Gatsha  Buthelezi, and
American  assistant Se-
cretary of State for Africa,
Mr Rcihard Moose, at the-
weekend were tough and
characterised by some
very blunt talking, in
which the American was
left in no doubt that
America’s policy towards
South Africa was simply
not acceptable to the
300 000-strong movement.

The American Am-
bassador to South Africa,
Mr Bill Edmondson, took
part in the talks, He has
had an influence on the
shaping of that policy
dating back to 1973, when
he was in charge of the
Africa programme of the
Bureau for Cultural and
Education Affairs,

Both he and Mr Moose
could not have enjoyed
being told in very
forthright terms that the
State Department’s - ap-
parent policy of favouring
radicals engaged in what
the Inkatha president call-
ed “protest politics” was
based on false perceptions
and would certainly not
bring about change. :

Mr Moose will have re-
membered his encounter
with Chief Buthelezi in
Washington last Sep-
tember, in which the chief

- berated the American ad-
ministration for failing to
help blacks at an hu-
manitarian  level, Mr
Moose said America had
no formula for helping
South African blacks at
this level.

e Shortly  before this
gt % : meeting in the State
Chief Buthelezi: Laying it on the line Department, Chief

Buthelezi had warned the
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Inkatha rejects US

attitudes to S. Africa

By ARTHUR KONIGKRAMER

influential Foreign Policy
Assocation that it should
acrefully, examine despat-
ches being sent out
of South Africa by
American diplomats. Most
of these, he said, would be
found to be “fatuous” and
to contain “wrong” in-
formation.

He charged that Ameri-
can diplomats in South
Africa were constantly
urging him to come to
terms with the Black Con-
sciousness Movement and
the “nominee” leaders and
“black darlings” they (the

- diplomats) favoured. This

king-making was a very
dangerous phenomenon
and he warned America
and the West against
believing that they would
determine the future of
Southern Africa.

Chief Buthelezi told the
Americans at the weekend
he was absolutely con-

-vinced , that those who

shaped American foreign
policy would be enlighten-
ed if they were able to
draw on scientifically pro-
ven information on the at-
titudes of black South
Africans towards American
policy and on their as-
pirations for the future.

_He invited the American
‘Government to co-operate

with him in producing.

such a report, adding that
Americans should learn to
talk with blacks rather
than about them. Unless

icl_his happened, there was

ttle prospect of
Americans being the allies
of blacks.

The following is an ex-

cerpt of a document
presented to the
ericans by Chief

Buthelezi.:

“Black people in South
Africa are faced with no
prospect of being given
the vote by their white
political oppressors. In
economic terms they face
no prospect of full em-
ployment. They face no
prospect of housing at
civilised standards. They
face no prospect of an
education system geared to
the requirements of a
space age., They face no
prospects of increasing
social security,” he wrote.

“All analysis tells us
that South Africa for the
foreseeable future will
have a growing proportion
of havenots in political
opposition to the haves. In
these circumstances, black
scepticism about white
liberalism has become en-
trenched. In these cir-
cumstances diplomatic

statements from the White
House or from the United
Nations are meaningless.
It is in these circumstances
that we have to look at
each other and say that
which is meaningful,

“What the United States
has regarded as
meaningful when one
looks at public statements
and diplomatic activity in
this country has con-
sistently proven to have
little meaning. The per-
ception of the South Afri-
can situation is one in
which protest politics will
bring about fundamental
change and this perception
by many Americans is a
false perception. Looking
at the South African si-
tuation through American
eyes tends to lead people
to the belief that those
who articulate black suf-
fering are the leaders with
whom dialogue should be
held,” the chief stated.

“There has been a con-
sistent failure to recognise
that organising people into
self-conscious  constituen-
cies is a prime task facing
a black population which
has not got a majority
white middle class to deal
with. Preparafion in South
Africa for change involves
the antithesis of the kind
of activity which produced
the 1976 Soweto position.
That political development
was hailed by the interna-
tional community as
highly significant.”

Chief Buthelezi conti-
nued: “The misap-
prehension that such

olitical activity could

erald the downfall of
apartheid is a misap.
prehension which I have
persistently met in the
eight trips that I have un-
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Unrest: Ford

“ﬂ‘bm.l
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report

gave 2,

early warning

iE Own Correspondent
PORT ELIZABETH. — The
labour unrest and industrial
disputes which have plngued
the Ford Motor

Port Elizabeth for three

the
van Code of labour ethics.
g Two of the academics
volved have now given lnter-

disclosing the

critical of labour poli-
at Ford and the way in
had imple-

e m

hw the es of the
“Ford in the middle of its first
last. November, antici-
% ated several rlevances
al 2 by the's
‘9 The cutback in working
‘ftmn. which meant tha
“tween 80% and 90% of Ford’s
‘black workers were earning
;’m below the poverty datum
@ That real income of workers
“in the lower grades had de-
1el_lned over the past eight
"‘enough; and,
® That racism was still appar-
ent, in spite of Ford's commit-
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theless a clear leader in imple-

relations, Mr Fred Ferreira, nui:jghl hted the fact
said last night that Ford had that 's ve action
encouraged critical analy- pudget would be substantially

? programmes to
uplift the black eommunlty

and large, the report has
e e
.ca-
demics was that Ford's public- &&ﬂmdmf&p{z
ly: intentions on the ]argesse sometimes lacked
labour front had raised the «political sensitivity”
of its workers — said a substantial
but what the company had ac- = tion of the R1 800000 Ford
, in the way of | spent on its affirmative action

‘tion
panies which had pot prom- | though
ised. 28 Binch -ap Fard, 0et: Soite 8

ment of at the

the union could not be left out
university, said: ‘‘Ford made
blg promises, which it could °f ‘e negotiating process
notdl;llverinthearudmu said the long-term aim
and could not deliver fast eough be to promote a single,
in other areas, like black nom-racial union and that Ford
advancement.” should continue to for

However, the pair agreed
there was an element of bad
luckeonﬁibuﬂngtothemhbour

“%mndﬂm
slackening,
Ford had to lay off 300 of its
hourlyatafflut.luly :
themvlvurswmpnt
on short time.
Prof Whisson and Dr Roux
said that while their findings
were critical, Ford was never-

had been ‘‘a victory for com-
monsense’’.
Mr Ferreira confirmed last
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