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Dust oft
‘that table

HE ANC's top decision-makers are
meeting to pronounce on the future
of formal pegotiations. True. talks
between the organisation and the
Government did not stop entirely after
Boipatong — the telephone lines between
Roelf Meyer's and Cyril Ramaphosa’s of-

.. fices have been hurnming — but the nego-

tiating table itself has been gathering dust

| ever since.

When the ANC broke off Codesa talks, it
set out 14 specific conditions for the Gov-
ernment to meet before a resumption

would be considered. The political problem.
thus created was not so much to do with °

the contents of these conditions (they were
reasonable: essentially focusing on vio-

. lence, interim rule and commitment t0 full

democracy). but rather with their being
styled as “demands”. Pretoria objects to
being seen as giving in to pressure.
Nevertheless, much has happened in the
intervening months, and the Government
has demonstrated concern about the issues
— even if it refuses to admit that the
ANC's calls have had an effect. The full de-
mands have not been “met”, and the prob-
lems persist, but we believe the national
interest requires that the ANC resume for-
mal talks on the basis of progress al-
ready made and faith in more to come.

The ANC now has an opportunity t0 act

in a statesmanlike fashion, for the greater
good of the country, without being accused
of backing down. The economy continues
its free fall as long as there is no visible
progress towards a negotiated settlement.
and the confidence of ordinary people

~" takes a battering. South Africa desperately
needs an interim government of national

unity, and that cannot come about unless

" Codesa is revived in some form or another.

There is much that is positive for the
ANC to latch on to: the announcement Of
the Goldstone “task force” is one example

. . among many. There are also negative rea-

sons for the ANC to talk again — if it does
not, it gives the Government a plausible

< excuse for unilateral restructuring, ¢ la

Hernus Kriel's new police dispensation.

* ANC leaders must resolve to take their de-

mands back to the negotiating table.
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Taboo on talk about federalism must go, reports R W JOHNSON

Sidestepping the real issue

HE debate over lederalism
needs to come oul ol lbe
closet. Unlil now there has
beeo too moch shadow-bux-
ing aboul whether federalisan is a
backdoor route 1o {he preseryas
tion of bantustans and mioorily
privitege. The real debate 15 not
abeul that but about whether a
South Africa without federalism
can remaio a siogle country at all,

The 12boo on [rank discussion of
this issue saply bas lo ge il is no
good pretending thal we de rot
bve in a world where coumries
are sub-dividing Jike amoshas, or
Lhat Ihe pressures which apply 1o
thern don't apply with at least
equal lorce lo Seulh Africa. The
old Union ol South Alrica, which
cllectively glued four different
couniries together, has lasted only
82 years to date — which, in his-
torical terms, means that the gl
is barely dry. X

Soulh Africa wovld do well (o
rellect on the lessons Germany
has 1o Leach aboul [ederalism. As

every schoolboy knows, Germaay
was consliucled as a single Stale
by Bismarck who welded the dis-
parate siales togelber as lhe
lander |provinces) of the new
Nerich,

This he did cssemially by Prus.
starising ke key mshivtions: the
Prussian king became the Ger-
man Kaiser, Ihe Germaon army
was buill on Prussian liges, and

-Prussian blueprinits were wsed in

every field. ‘This authorilarian
style was accepled by the lamder
essenlially because Bismarck's
long. unbroken record of mililary
trivmph and econonic prosperity
ma:a them all leel strong and
e

In 1918, bowever, the Hismarch-
jan state mel military defeal and
econemic ruin. In  eflect, lke
lander (¢t the conlract had abont-
ed and the Reich began lo )i
aparl: Germany lost all s co-
Jonies, the French took back Al
sace-Loeraine and separale re
publics were declared p Bavaria,
Saxony and Thuringia. In the end,
the much reduced Weimar Repub-

lic snrvived only because il con-
ceded much greater [ederal
powers 1o Ihe lander.

Thus sitvation was analbema to
Nitler who was nothing il ret 2
passienale devotee ol the vnitary
state. For a while he oo made Lhe
Germans Jeel strong and rircber,
but tke Third Reich lov ended in
deleal amd miseTyT 2gain, lbe -
plicil contiact failed.

This time the I‘oles snalched
away terrilory in the east and
even 1he Gesmany which re-

. mained was col in lwo. The wesl-

ern rump opled again for a feder-
a) state — which succeeded
migktily. East Germany opled for
highly centralised governent —
which once again eaded in disas-
ter and collapse. German bistory
leaches only federal [essons.

The old Union of Seulb Alrica
had js implicit conlraci oo (beve
was lo be ahsolule white suprem-
aex and equalily lelween Boer
and Brit. Within those linuls, bow-
ever, a federal discretion was to
be allowed 1o the provinces. The
Cape could kecp its wiosyncralic
franchise, ond marnages across

Ike colour Jine could conlinue as
Ikey always had. Naval could treat
and mistreat s Indiaos in its exn
®ay and, vmquely, mainlain a
powerful blacrk menarchy in its
midsl. The OFS and Trarsvaal
could comport thernselves as Le-
filted Lwe [ormer Boer republics.

In some ways this implicil con-
tract was acteally slrengthened
by the National Party alter 1943
White supremacy was resoforced
and the State palronage of Aln-
kancrs gave Hoer-Reil cquality 2
social and economic as well a5 a
legal dimenston,

Buol in other ways the contract
was subveried. In cssemce, the
Transvaal was our Prussia, Ver-
weerd our Dismarck, and aparl-
beid the Prussian bluepnnl on
which the Siate had (o be made
anew. Gradually the country was
Transvaalised. We hecame weari-
Jy famdiar with the potion thal
the counlry's leader was almost
mvariably the Transvaal Jeader of
the XP. The power of the prov-
inces was col back and back, al
ways 1o the benelit of Pretoria,
onlil, inlamowsly, the provincial

councils were atolished.

Worst of all, race welatinos
were recas! along Transvaal lices.
Some ol the worst lravmas of
apartheid occurred when this sim-
ovle Transvaa)l model ol settingg
boundanes belween raves was ap-
plied 1o already densely inlegrai-
od urban communilies clsewbere.

Verwoerd and his successors
got away with such alrecbes
parily because they strengihened
white supremacy, bul mainly be-
cause under their rule South Afri-
cans, especially while South Aln-
cans, fell they were gelting richer
and stronger. Under PW Boiba
this gradvatly ecased w be Irve.
although the Prussianmsation of
lhe State reached wvaexampled
heigbls, the State iself was shak-
en as never before.

Now 1wesidenl de Klerk has
reneged on the smpheil contract
even luniher. Far jrom geltting
richer, per capila incomes kave
seen negalive growlh for bree

years, far from gelling stronger,

the armed forces are being cul le
the bone, Most of all, of course,

the ead of white supremacy is it
sighl.

Not surprisingly, the onily ol
the old Union bas started to un-
rave). A clamaot white Right de-
mands wholcsale sceession into a
Bourrestaat, the Lhreat ol a Xwa
Natal UDI “exists at ope remove,
Dophuthaiswana dieans of woil-
ing with Belswana, ard the aon-
Alrican majorily of ke western
Cape has begun 0 remember
what poc) sense 1he old Cagpe Col-
ony made 23 a separave country.

Net surprisiogly, the NP 100 has
had a deatd-bed consersion to fed-
eralism. lul we have seen nothing
yel: an end 10 while swpremacy
may be promised. bl it has yel 1o
occur. When it Gnally does Ihe
mest Jundamental parl of the old
contract will disappear ard ihere
will be 2 quantum leap in seces-
sioniz! 1endencies on every side
Ttese who want 1o bhold South
Alrica logether as 2 State al 2l —
never mind a unilary State —
must abundon the bogus debdate
over Jederalisin and begin the rea)
one now. O
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Boerestaat Party to
put case at indaba

By Kaizer Nyatsumba
Political Reporter

The Boerestaat Party
(BP) has accepted
President FW de
Klerk’s invitation to
Monday's conference

‘on regionalism and

will use the opportuni-
ty to put its views
across, party leader
Robert van Tonder
said yesterday,

In a statement, Mr van
Tonder said he would
lead a five-man BP dele-
gation to the conference
“on regionalism/federal-

ism for a new South Afri-
ca”, where he would
strongly  argue  that
South Africa was “a sub.
continent of at least 14
different nations” and
not one country.

The BP, he said, would
call for the dissolution of
the Convention for a
Democratic SA (Codesa)
and its replacement with
a courcil based on ethni-
city.

This could then result
in South Africa being di.
vided into 14 “nations”
which were culturally
and politically indepen.
dent but voluntarily co-
operated in economic
matters, like the Euro-
pean Community, Mr

van Tonder .said.

His delegation will in-
clude organising secre-
tary Deon Rautenbach
and management com-
mitiee members Jan
Smith, Coen Vermaak
and Anton Terblanche.

The new Afrikaner
Volksunie, which is ex-
pected to be registered
as a political party
today, has also given no-
tice that it will attend
the regional conference.

The ANC has rejected
the Government’s invita-
tion to the conference —
originally meant for only
those parties in Codesa
in favour of federalism
— and has also called on
its allies not to attend it.
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- Goldstone to
investigate
Alex taxi wars

By Helen Grange
Pretoria Bureau

The Goldstone Commission
is to hold an inquiry into the
taxi wars in Alexandra at
the end of this month,
following a request from the
township’s peace commit-
tee.

Taxi feuds have claimed
dozens of lives in Alexandra
and townships on the East Rand
in recent menths.

Goldstone Commission vice-
chairman Neil Rossouw, SC,
who has been investigating vio-
lence in the western Cape taxi

industry, is to chair the Alexan- -

dra taxi wars inquiry on Sep-
tember 30 at 2 pm.

The inquiry will focus on es-
tablishing the nature and causes
of the violence and intimida-
tion, whether it aims at the
achievement of any political
goal. what persons are involved

and what steps should be taken
to curb or prevent it.

The Southern African Black
Taxi Association (Sabta) said it
welcomed the inquiry, as the or-
ganisation itself was “too close
to the situation to find solutions
to problems”.

abta spokesman Mike Ntlat-
leng said the problem areas
also included the northern
Transvaal, eastern Transvaal
and East Rand.

“The taxi violence in Alexan-
dra is very complex, not only
because of fighting over rank-
ing facilities, but because of po-
litical tensions.

“Taxis seen going in and out
of hostels. for instance, become
targets,” Mr Ntlatleng said.

Anyone who has information
which could help the inquiry is
requested to furnish it in writ-
ing to the Secretary of the Com- -
rnission, Private Bag X853. Pre-
toria 0001.

The information should ar-
rive before September 23,
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ANC plans Bisho march

"By Esther Waugh
Pelitical Reporter

The ANC, SACP and Cosatu in
the Border region are organis-
ing a second march on Bisho —
coinciding with the Govern-
ment-organised federalism con-
farence — to ¢all for the “down-
grading” of Ciskei's indepen-
dence status.
. Announcing plans for the
march, the tripartite alliance in
the region said last night that
confrontation was not baing
sougnt with the Ciskei secunity
forces and the protest would be
peaceful. !

Last month 50000 ANC dem-

onstrators marched on Bisho
After a stand-off with security
forces lasting several hours, the
ANC entered the Bisho stadium.

The alliance planned “t0
gather in Bisho for some time”
10 demand the immediate res-
toration of South African citi-
zenship to Ciskeian citizens.

It noted that the march would
take place on Monday, the same
day Ciskei military ruler Briga-
cier-Oupa Ggozo would be at-
tending the conference on feder-
alism ia Pretoria, where he
would “once again attempt to
speak for the peeple who cone
tiaue to say that he has ro-man-
date to speak on their behalf™.
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ANC to

‘evaluate
progress’

By Esther Waugh
Political Reporter

The ANC national executive
committee (NEC) is still locked
in a three-day meeting discus-
sing the progress in one-on-one
talks between ANC secretary-
general Cyril Ramaphosa snd
Constitutional Development
Minister Roelfl Meyer.

ANC sources have indicated
it was unlikely that the NEC —
the body which decided to break
off constitutional talks on June
23 — would discuss the resumnp.
tion of multiparty negotiations.

Instead, the mecting will
evaluate what progress, if any,
has been made in the three one-
on-one talks. At most, the NEC
could decide on the upgrading
of the one-on-one discussions to
full-scale bilateral talks.

It is understood the basis of
discussion will be a report on
the one-on-one talks by the ANC
negotiations commission.

The ANC has repeatedly said
the Government had to make
“satisfactory” progress in meet-
ing its 14 demands on violence
and transitional arrangements.

Senior ANC sources have de-
nied reports that the meeting
was a crucial test of strength
between “pragmatists” and
“militants”, pointing out that
the so-called hardliners were
not opposed to negotiations.

In another development Pre-
sident de Klerk yesterday met
Bophuthatswana President
Lucas Mangope. =




At least 29 People haye been
killed jn violence around the

country since Sunday,
Among those injureq was
Constable Helmut Schubery (22
when wounded

5

scribed as Critical,

In the wors; attack op Sunday
night, four People were hacked
to death ang Set alight in Inan-
da, Nata).

Natn], the aNC and
re at Ioggerheads Over
of two IF‘P-aligned

Spokesman Ed Tilleet
Yesterday s34 Mr Sosibo’s kill-
ing wag “part of ap $Sassina-

Mme activated i,
M:idlangs by MK .

ing of the ANC~,
man Carj Niehayg
Said; “Thjg jg an unsubstantiated
2llegation, The ANC is dgaingst
i ¢@ becayse
we're in fay 4 negotiateq

Settlement »

At leage five People were
killed anq three injyreq On the

Xandrg Yesterday, an
unidentiﬁed man wag Stabbag
and hackeqd to death jn 17th Ay
enue, and another, also Uniden.
tified, Was foungd With knife
Wounds in gep Avenye,
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ANC report on torture
to be given to Mandela

By Patrick Laurence

The report of an ANC-ap.
pointed commission of inqui-
ry into allegations of torture
in ANC camps has been
completed and is due to be
handed to Nelson Mandela,
ANC spokesman Carl Nie-
haus said yesterday.

Completion of the report
comes as the ANC leadership
deliberates on whether to re-
sume negotiations with the
De Klerk administration
after. breaking off discus-
sions in the wake of the Boi-
patong massacre of June 17,

President de Klerk has
served notice that his admin-
istration will raise the treat-
ment of detainees when ne.
gotiations are resumed,

The ANC has undertaken
to publish the report. The
three members of the com-
mission, all lawyers, are
Louis Skweyiya, Brigit Ma.
bandla and Gilbert Marcus.

The commission has been
viewed with scepticism by
some of the rebels who were
cetained, mainly because Mr
Skweyiya and Ms Mabandla
are ANC members.

L3

Nelsn Mandela . . . will
be given report,

Mr Mandela has admitted
that torture did take place in
the camps but denied that it
was official ANC policy. So
too has Chris Hani, former
chief of staff of the ANC un-
derground army, Umkhonto
we Sizwe. He attributes the
abuses {0 “paranoia and hys-
teria” caused by the infiltra-

_ tion of spies into ANC ranks.

In view of these admis-
sions by senior ANC men it

will be unsurprising if the

report finds some dissidents
were maltreated and ANC
security personnel were
guilty of abusing power.

Earlier unofficial reports
have named Mzwai Piliso, a
former head of security in
the ANC, as one who alleged.
ly abused power,

The commission is re-
quired to make recommen-
dations. These may include
the removal from office of
feople implicated in the al-
eged detention and torture.

The commission is report.
ed to have heard evidence
from more than 20 wit.
nesses, made up of both for.
mer detainees and high-
ranking ANC officials.

The detainees are under-
stood to have included ANC
information chief, Pallo Jor-
dan, Mr Hani and Jacob
Zuma are known to have
testified.

The present commission is
the second. appointed by the
ANC to investigate condi-
tions at its camps. It differs
from the first, known as the
Stuart Commission, in two
important respects: its mem-
bers include a respected
lawyer, Mr Marcus, who is
not an ANC member; and the
ANC has pledged to publish
its report.
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$oliticians, builders set
to agree on housing
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New season

HE first week of spring could

be & ¢rucial one in the negotia-

tion process, although it may

be a musnomer to talk about
the current ANC national executive
commitiee meeting focusing on the
“resumption” of negotiations. In an
unorthodox way, those negotiations
have been going on for weeks —
seems, they have been
remarkably fruitful.

But it would be unwise to build up
unrealistic hopes of a return to the
| old style of negotiations — with rap-
id progress on constitutional issues
while the personal chemistry be-
tween President de Klerk and Nel-
| son Mandela oils the wheels The
| pain of Codesa II and Boipatong,
and the virulence these events
caused, will not be forgotten in a
hurry

The negotiations have effectively
returned to a “talks about talks'

| memorandums in which the parties
| debated the ANC's so-called 14
demands. After the intervention of
Cyrus Vance and Herman Cohen,
levels of communication were up-
graded to ad hoc face-to-face meet-
ings on particular issues — like
political prisoners and the amnesty.
And since early last month, senior
negotiators Cyril Ramaphosa and
Roelf Meyer have met regularly, if
secretively, to address remaining
“obstacles to negotiations’

Further bilateral talks on the
subject between enlarged teams
are probably necessary before the
full-scale resumption of constitus

tional negotiations. If plans along |
these lines are in place by the end of
the week, it will be a sign of |
Progress. '

The ANC's post-Boipatong with. i
drawal from formal negotiations
has brought significant movement |
from government, which has been
forced to hand over to mutually
trusted third partie2 part of the
responsibility for policing the coun- |
try. Government has extended the |
Goldstone commission’s powers, in- |
cluding its investigating powers; ac- |
cepted a UN presence; announced |
the restructuring of the SAP in
terms of personnel and attitudes ~
including the retirement of Gen
Lothar Neethling; facilitated a new
witness protection programme; in-
troduced new regulations on the
carrying of weapons; and demobi-
lised Koevoet and Battalion 32.
Naticnal Party negotiators have
also hinted at a pew flexibility on |
some of their more controversial |
constitutional proposals.

Taken together, these steps rep-
resent a point-by-point response, if |
only a partial one, to the ANC de-
mands. Quite unintentionally, gov- |

rament has given credence to the

ANC's tactic of abstaining. But |
while the tactic may have borne
fruit from an ANC perspective —
and maybe even a national one — it
has also further dampened business
confidence and increased tensions
between political groupings It is
time to change tack and to return,
openly, to the table
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| Hostel men face massacre charges

| THE trial of eight hostel residents who I e Ani L
| allegedly murdered 28 people deriog 2 — ELE&T‘—?EE&E-EL——- —
| dawn raid on the Swanieville sguatier The State alleges ihe eight were part ol
l camyp in Krugersdorp Jast year is due o the armed group that raided the squatic?
begin this week. camp during the early hours of Sunday
| Yumisani Majola, 37, Sizwe Majola, 21, May i2 lasi year
| Ivseph Mphiwa Khanyile, 51, Bakers Dla Armed with firearms, speais, pangas
| mini, 32, Mzanywa Flash Sithole, 44, 2X€s knobkerries and otber dapgerous
| Bhekowakhne Moilat Mdlalose, 41, Bega- Weapops, the group attacked sguatier
bantu Jali, 23 and Pheyi Mlango, 54, all camp residents in their bomes.
appeared briefly in the fand Supreme The grovp, which the State alleged in
Court yesterday cluded the eight accused, also set fire 10
They were nol asked to plead and the homes, looted and robbed residents
trial was postpened until this morning Many of the Swanieville residents fled
Seven of them lived at the Kagiso bos- during the attack The 28 people allege dly
te}in Kagiso al the lime of the raid, while 1M dered by the eight accused died at the !
the eighth man lived at the Wattville scenc i

hostel, Benoni. Anotber 37 were injured
| I




Do not undermine
police, says judge

CAPE TOWN — SA had only one po-
lice force and there would be anarchy
without it, Judge Richard Goldstone
said yesterday.

He said it was “premature” to disclose
details of how the commission's new task
force would operate, but he would be issu-
Ing a statement on the matter within the
next 10 days.

Goldstone said in an interview that the
police had implemented immoral laws for
30 many vears, thev had been alienated
from black people.

The police definitely had to free them-
selves from this

“They must become a more democratic
organisation and a less arrogant orgamsa-
tion,” Goldstone said. “And | am talking

here of structural arrogance
“Naturally, the ANC's attitude must also
change, so that the ANC says to its own
peoplie they should become policemen
“Before that occurs, the police’s image

will not improve. And this wiil not change
unti} a pelitical agreement is reached”

Goldstone said the criticism directed at
the police was dangerous, because their
self-confidence was being undermined
“And we need them. There is no- other
police. Without them we will become a
second Lebanon.”

It was important that the Goldstone
commission retained its credibility, be-
cause without it the commission might as
well pack up and leave

He was grateful for international in
volvemnent, and found UN envoy Cyrus
Vance "brilliant”

“He saw through everything and fol-
lowed right through with the core prob-
lems. And Judge Bhagwati was top of my

'oII!IMI Staff

.m, he added.

“It is a pleasure to work with people of
such stature And it increases our credibil-
ity here and overseas”

Meanwhile Goldstone, in the introduc-
tion to a book, Towards Peaceful Pro est in
South Africa, said a second panel of inter-
national experts on mass demonstrations
was being considered because of the suc-
cess of the first panel.

The first panel of experts, who came
from SA, the US, Canada, Belgium and the |
Netherlands, benefited all parties and '
especially the police, he said

Towards Peaceful Protest in SA, re-
leased yesterday by the Human Sciences
Research Council, tells of the first panel
and its recommendations, and the interim
agreement between the police, ANC. Co-
satu, the SACP and Inkatha

The panel proposed a different role for

the police as well as a “safety triangle” to
ensure peaceful and effective manage-
ment of demonstrations.

This “safety triangle” should comprise
members of the three main parties in-
volved in managing demonstrations — the
organisers, local or state authorities, and
the police.

In hig introduction, Goldstone expressed
delight at the panel’s “resounding and un-
qualified success’.

The panel agreed the right to demon-
strate was as fundamental as the right to
take part in political campaigns, and one
of the central responsibilities of the police
was to facilitate the right to demonstrate
At the same time, a democratic public
could insist demonstrations and protests
should be conducted peacefully
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| THE ANC's national executive com-

mittee (NEC) yesterday began a

| three-day meeting 0 decide on a pos-
| sible return to constitutional negotia-

| ernment had made

tions

ANC spokesman Carl Niehaus said the
meeting would examine what moves gov-
t¢o address the 14
demnands the ANC made when it broke off
taiks in June. It is the first NEC meeting
cince the ANC pulled out of Codesa

Government is watching the meeting
with apprehension, despite believing in 2
positive outcome by Thursday

The NEC meeting will lock at two broad
areas of disagreement - constitutional
arrangements and violerce

The meeung takes place against the
background of at least three meéetings
between ANC secretarwgeneral Cyril
Ramaphota and Constitutional Develop-
ment Minister Roelf Meyer Although

| details have been scant they are said to
| have included discussions on a deadlock-

| source

breaking mechanism 1n the event of dis-
agreement in & constituzion-making body
This was the most fundamental dispute
anising from the Codesa negotiations

According to a senior government
last week's meefing between
Meyer and Ramaphosa ran into some very
sensitive problems but these were resolved
over the weekend

Njehaus said the fact that Ramaphosa
and Meyer had continued to meel indicat-

| od that there was & basis for further talks.

[
i

| and an (ntenm government

n of violence — which
constitution-making body
formed the
three parts of the broad thrust of the ANC
demands = the NEC meets against a back-
ground of changes 10 SA's security struc
ture in the past few weeks

On the quesli
together with a

decide on talks

r ~ “PATRICK BULGER il
and BILLY PADDOCK |

In his letter to President F W de Klerk
on July 9, ANC president Nelson Mandela
criticised De Klerk for not initiating a
programime “to retrain the security forces
to serve a democratic society”, for not
allowing “independent investigations into
the conduct of the police”, for failing 0
protect witnesses, for failing to act against
security force members implicated in vio-
lence and for failing to demobilise special
forces like 32 Batallion and Koevoet

Since the letter was written, Law and
Order Minister Hernus Kriel has
announced changes to the SAP which in-
¢lude retiring senior officers and reorient-
ing the SAP. Judge Richard Goldstone has
announced — with the backing of all key
players, including the ANC — a “'super
force” to investigate violence and he has
also announced his witness protection pro-
gramme. Earlier De Klerk announced the
disbanding of Koevoet and 32 Batailion.

The ANC has indicated that it has no
intention of reopening talks without an
agenda that would lead Lo elections for a
democratic constitution-making body The
ANC has also come out strongly against an
interim constitution which would run for at
least three vears and which would give
disproportionate powers (o homeland
leaders.

The government Source said that the
Meyer-Ramaphosa discussions were in a
cense a form of negotiation already, but
the hope was that these would be broad-
ened to bilateral meelings where delega-
tions from both sides were involved and
they could discuss ways of resolving the
remaining obstacles.
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