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‘We pay tribute to all these who, in ene form or another, have

contributed to the advancement of our struggle for the ieelatian of

South Africa internationally»

We greet the fraternal people of Namibia and eepecially welcome

among the fighting ranks of our sister movement, 3W1P0, the new

Secretary General of SWAPO, Comrade Herman Toivo 3e Toivo and his

colleagues, whem the apartheid regime'wae forced to release from long

terms of imprisanment. Their release and continued invelvement in

struggle Will bring closer the day of freedom and independence of’Nemihia.

We pay tribute to the Frontline States and Lesotho for their prompt

and principled actions in defending our right of struggle and upholding
.wm—o ""wwwv’hM

the leg1t1mecy and duty of Africa and the world to Support our struggle.
’.‘ WJ. ‘\

m. “V

We recognise the impertant contributien made by various interne~

tional organieatione, including the OKU, the Uhited.Netiene end its

,Agenciee theEonquigned,Movement, the World Peace Council, to mention

but a few. They are largely reeponeihle for eneurxng thatApartheidfiaflfifib”“4

remains at the centre of world attention as "a crime against humanity“.

We congratulate our Palestinian brothers enfl sisters fer successfully

overcoming’attempte to liquidate the Palestinian struggle. We support

the cell by the PLO for an international conference to give &ue interne~

tionel recognition to a sovereign Phleetinian homeland.

We condemn the continued efforts by the UWS. Administration t0

deetabiliee and overthrow the papular government of Nicaragua and.eszeee

our firm and.militent solidarity with the fraternal peeple of Nicaragua.

‘We express solidarity with the people of Grenade.whoee right to

ee1f~determination was grossly violated following the naked.aggreeeian

by the U38. army forces, and the removal of their dulyneleoted repreeen—

tatives e

We salute all people engaged 1n etruge1e for national liberation,

especially in Sahrewi Arab Democratic Republic, E3 Salvador end‘Eeet

Timer. We pledge solidarity with all those struggling to defend their

sovereignty, including the peoples of Southern Africa, the Middle East,

Aigmenietan and Cyprus. We welcome the successes of the democratic
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forces particularly in Latin fimerice and are confident that the foothold
of the Apartheid regime in the eub~centinent will be totally eliminatedo

Our peeple hewe come to appreciate and value the consieeent soli~
darity and growing eppport given by the socialist countries, the Nordic

States and other countries fer our struggle.

Our ties with various governments, political parties and.parliamenteny
grouye in Western Eurqpe and Australasia have grown stronger and we lodk
forward to closer relatiane end increasedreduction of apartheid ineti~
tutihns in these countries.

Que greeteetuthihgte goes to the millions of’people involved in

the evefiigfagamg woe: #1thin the worlduwide enti-apartheid movement.
They;' constitute the solid base of support for our struggle internethenelly.
Ibis through their daily, sometimes unknown efforts that governments and

peeple are kept alive to, and mobilised in action against the numerous

plays of the South hfrican racists to white-wash apartheid. In this
context'we welcome the mounting actions undertaken by the peeple of the

‘United.Stetee, including outstanding;pereonalities and government officials,

in preeeurieing the Reagan Adminietretion to reverse its support :br the

Pretoria wrecist regime.

We salute all these SUpporters and.unsung heroee working foréghe
m Faeée;

cause of eapwuxdfid worldxc ..

 

Dear'Competriote,

Rumours emanating from the South africen mass media have been
circulating abeut "TElke“ between the1Africen.Netional Congress and the
Botha regime. 'We wish to state categorically that there have been no

such talks. Your organisation at this juncture ie more cancerned to

improve cur capacity to accomplish the taeke we have set for ureelvee

in the unfolding year. In thie respect we shall, as you.hnow, be holding

this year a National Consultative Conference from which we shall emerge

united and doubly strengthened to carry our struggle fbrward.

20/. ab
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we salute and pay tribute to the many heroes and heroines of our country who

have laid down their lives in the struggle for liberation, both inside and

outside the countny.'We extend our greetings to the leaders and activists

of our democratic movement who, despite arrest, detention and persecution

by the enemy, have stood their ground and persisted in the common struggle

to defeat and deetrqy the apartheid regime. Once more, we pledge our

commitment to our leaders incarcerated in Robben Island, Pollemoor and

elsewhere that we shall not rest until the cauee for which yeu.heve

sacrificed so much emerges triumphant.

we greet the brother peoples of Namibia and esyeeielly welcome among the

fighting ranks of our sister movement, SKAPO, Herman Toivo ja Toivo end

his colleagues Whom the apartheid regime was fereed to release from long

terms of imprisonment.

we salute all other peoples fighting for their freedom especially those of

Palestine, E1 Selvedor,‘fleetern S&hera and East Timor. we pledge our

solidarity with all those struggling to defend their sovereignty, including

the peoples of Southern Africa, the MiddleiEest, Afghanistah.end Nicaragua.

During this year, when progressive humanity will he observing the 40th

anniversary of the historic victory of the peeples over the barbaric Eezi

hordes, the eretWhile allies of the ruling group in our country today, we

have added cause to intensify our offensive for justice and peace in our

region and fer a world free of the threat of a nuclear holocaust. The award

of the thel Peace Prize to that outstanding son of our peephe, Bishop

Desmond Tutu, can only increase the obligation on us to guarantee peace in

Southern Africa and.Africe by defeating the apartheid regime, the principal

source of war and international insecurity and instability on our continent.

lmwi 3 this year we must continue to mobilise and march fbrwamd to peeple'e

power. By our actions we have plunged the enemy into its deepest crisis since

the racist white minority put the apartheid regime in power. In this situation,

relying on the strength that we have built up through our sacrifices, we must

intensifiy our ell—round offensive against the racists, relying on our vanguard

organisation, the ARC, as the dynamieing factor, the advance guard in our

forward march towards liberation.

Twenty-five years after the enemy of the peeples imposed an illegal ban on

the ARC, to wipe out an outstanding representative of our peeple that we had

developed and matured through 50 years of struggle, we declare this year, 1985,
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The call we are making to all the democratic and patriotic forces of our

oountny is that this year we muet all pay Special attention to the task of

strengthening our vanguard organisation, the African Rational Congress. Already

we have made great strides in this regard. And yet the imperatives of our

struggle demand that we move even faster towards the realisation of the teak

we mentioned even last year - to strengthen and expand the underground structures

of the ARC, ensuring the active presence of our movement everywhere in the

country.

Who are these revolutionary cadres about'whom we Speak?‘there are they? They
are not special peeple. They are there within the country, involved with us in

our daily struggles, making the sacrifices that we must make in order to gain

victozy. They are the sons and daughters in whom we repose the greatest

cenfidence because of their dedication to the people's cause, their discipline

and fearleeenees. They are in the factories, .' ‘minee, and the farms, the
commercial establishments, the offices, the schools and residential areas.
They are men and women, the young and the old, bledk and white.

’ They support and uphold the Freedom Charter, fight fer the immediate and

unconditional release of Nelson‘Mandela and all other leaders of our peeple and

accept that our path to victory lies through a combination of mass political

action and organised revolutionary violence. Such are the revolutionary cadres

of Whom we speak.

Thie,year we shall be observing the 25th anniversary of the banning of your

organisation, the African National Congress, a quarter of a century after the
'Sharpeville massacre. The apartheid regime banned the AND exactly because it
wanted to deny us this dynamising faeter in our struggle. Frightened by the fact
that we have nevertheless defeated its efforts to deetrqy our mother boiy, this

regime has now made mere membership of the ARC a treesonehle offence.

This year, we must inflict even more defeats on the enemy by further
strengthening the Lmderground structures of the MTG, attracting into it's ‘
ranks the thousands of revolutionary cadres Whe~a2e_amenggt§:;hd ensuring

that the AKC grows this year into an even more fermidehle organised revolutionary
fbroe than it was when it was declareé an illegal organisation 25 years ago.
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by the racists against them, including the very young, they have stood

firm in their demands. They have refused to break from the ranks of the

broad democratic movement.

Through their actions, supported and reinforced by the workers and the

parents, they have forced the apartheid regime to give ground on many

issues. They have prepared themselves well for the even more intense

battles that lie ahead. In saluting them, we can truly say that they have

earned for themselves the honour of being called the yhung'iione.

By deciding to observe this year as the International Year of the Youth,

the apartheid regime has thrown a challenge especially at the youth of

our country. Among the many crimes that this regime has committed and is

committing against us, some of its most heinous have heen.ageinet our

youth and our children. The inhuman system of apartheid exacts a daily

~toll of enormous proportions on those least developed to withstand suffering.

0n the shoulders of the apartheid regime rest such crimes as the high

infant mortality among black children, the death and deformation of the

young as a result of such diseases of poverty as kweshiokor, the stunting

of their growth through the use of child labour, especially on the farms,

and the warping of their intellectual growth through the imposition of a

racist system of education, and indeed the denial of reel education to

millions of young peeple.

Further to all this, there is the reality of the high level of youth

unemployment, the deportation of the young to the Bantustans and the‘

conditions of life which compel the youth to resort to crime. Our country

is littered With the graves of young patriots Who were murdered by the

apartheid regime in 1976, in the years before and since then, to this day.

And yet others, both black and white, are being drawn into the enemy armed

forces, there to be taught how to hate, how to destrqy and kill, how to

lose all sense of human compassion and become transformed into marauding

beasts of prey.

Then the selfhseme regime, which is responsible for all these crimes against

the youth, with great impudenee, decides to observe the International Year

of the Youth, whose motto is : Participatian, DeveloPment and Peace! He must

take this Year as our own and use it as the vehicle through whidh to

advance our own perspectives of’youth participation in society, in development‘

and in the struggle fer peace. we have to use the geihfi we have scored in

youth mobilisation and organisation to aim for even Bigger successes that will
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basing ourselves on the practical experience of the masses in struggle, we

must continue, as we said last year, to help shift our posture from the

defensive to the offensive and cultivate the spirit of rebellion and the frame

of mind which puts to the fbre the politics of revolutionary change. The

pregrammee of action that we plan and execute must result in the initiative

passing fUrther into our hands and ensure that our maee democratic and

revolutionary movement emerges even more forcefully as the alternative power

in the oeuntnyt' I

. rests
Yet another vital taeknon the shoulders of the revolutionary cadres whom the

fighting masses of our country have producedo This relates to the other pillar

of our struggle - our armed offensive. Last year, we said that Umkhonto we Sizwe

must deepen its roots and grow inextricably'among the popular masses. we said

that it must grew in size, in the spread and quality of its Operations and in

the weight of every blow deliveredo

we must continue to pursue these goals, with our revolutionary cadres making

‘ sure that they give these objectives the necessary priority in their work. We
must put in front of us the perspective of a peeple'e war, a war waged by all

the peeple against the white minority regime. Guided by that perspective, we

must build up the mesa combat forces that are training themselves in mass

political action for even Sharper battles and for the forcible overthrow of

the racist regime.

It is the same forces that are involved in mass political action that must carry

out the people's war. In the course of these mass actions, we have from time to

time and with increased frequenqy, created the situation in various localities

such that the democratic forces were in fact dhallenging the apartheid regime

for the control of these localities.

This has happened when we have develoPed the popular struggles to a high level,

drawing in the majerity of the peeple into action as a conscious, purposeful and

determined force for change; and built up the democratic organisations, the

organised structures an& the leadership to direct and sustain such struggles.

What this means is that, in these various localities, we created the conditions

for us to transform these areas into mass revolutionary bases.

It is most important that we all of us understand what we Méflii‘by such a

mass revolutionary base. This is so because on the development of such pepuler

bases depends the rate at which we can advance the peeple'e war aha therefbre

the speed with.which we can bring our liberation closer.
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the Yéar of the Revolutionany Cadre. Let this year see the greatest possible

extension and strengthening of'your organisation, the.Afrioan Rational Congress.

Let it see us combine effectively mass political action and mass revolutionary

violenceo Let it see the fastest and furthest possible coordinated advance

on all fronts towards the goal of people's power. The enemy has no

possibility to stop us. Our future is in our own handso

Forward with the Year. of the Revolutionary Cadre!

Mobilise and March Forward to Peeple's Power!

Amandla ngawethu! Matla Ice a renal
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EWer since it came to power, the apartheid regime has lived in dread of the

organised power of the working class of Our country. That is why, in the

past, it assassinated, imprisoned and banned leaders and activists of

SACTU, the South African Congress of Trade Uhione. Once more, the racists

ere resorting to the same measures because they are afraid of the workers

using their organised strength and their assumption of their role as the

vanguard force of the democratic movement of our country.

Even as it felt compelled to amend labour legislation to a110W'Afrioan

workers to form legal trade unions, the apartheid regime continued to

entertain the hepe that the trade union movement would emerge tame, in fear

of the bosses, de-politicieed;-oontrolled and directed by this regime.

It even.went on to enact legislation to enable it to achieve this result.

During this past year, as a result of our persistent work in grevious years,

as well as the political clarity and heroism of the black workers of our

country, we demonstrated the utter failure of the enemy to produce a trade

union movement which accords with its wishes.

During 1984, in addition to other important trade union struggles, we saw,

for the first time in 38 years, black mineworkers join in a coordinated

national offensive in_this most sensitive of sectors of the South.Afrieen

economy. Basing ourselves on the struggles we fought and the gains we scored,

we must ensure that the mining industry will never be the same again, in terms

both of the organisation and consciousness of the workers and the balance of

strength between these Oppressed and exploited workers and the mine-ownere.

In future, this is an objective we must aim for, wherever a struggle erupts,

whether in a mine or a factony floor, a farm or a building site, whether on a

building or transyort site, a Shep or a service centre. We have to emerge

out of these struggles with stronger organisations of the workers, a higher

level of political consciousness and a greater determination to fight on as a

united force, towards people's power, whatever the cost to ourselves as

individuals. This is the lesson that the heroic black mineaworkere of our

country handed on to the rest of our workers this past year.

Consequently) we take this Opportunity to salute the workers of our country

for their role in organising and participating in the historic eteyS-at-home
in Soweto and in the Transvaal towards the end of last year. In these

struggles the organised and conscious workers of our country demonstrated

at the cost of their lives, their jobs and the right to remain in the urban
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conditions fer ue to transform these areas into mess revolutionary

beseeo

In every single struggle that we‘weged in the past year, regardless

of how peaceful they were, the enemy confrented‘ue with its armed might.

.&t such moments, who among'us did not feel the urgent need for us

to talk to the enemy in the language he understands? Who has not seen

that we too must take up arms :Qee did our forebeere, as did Bemhete,

Solomon Mhhlangu, and Clifford Brown, anly last year!

‘All we are saying therefore, Fellow Combatants, ie that we have

it within our means to give ourselves the capacity to hit beak at the

enemy, arms in hand» NO one but we, ourselves, will accomplish this

taeko We must all take it as a priority reeponsibility to build.up the

popular armed forces, to tranefbrm the armed actions we have thus far

carried out into a pecple's war by helping to root Bmkhanto'We Sizwe

firmly amongst the people and.actively drawing'the masses into the

prosecution of a people's war.

We salute and pay tribute to the many heroes and heroines of our

country who have laid down their lives in the struggle for liberatian,

both inside and eutside our countryo We extend our greetings to the

leadershiend activists of our democratic movement who, despite arrests,

detention, end.evemy form of pereeeutien by the enemy, have stood firm

and.pereieted in the common struggle to defeat and destrqy the racist

regime. Once more, we pledge our commitment to our leaders incarcerated

on Robben Island, Pollsmoor and other;prisone, that we shall not rest

'until the cause for which they have sacrificed emerges triwephant.

We take pride in the fact that the international conscience, in

the face of the Nobel Peace Committee has seen fit to award to a black

South African ~ Bishop Desmond Tutu, the Nobel Peace Prize; This is

the second instance that our peeple have been given this honour within

23 years. The first SouthHAfrioan was our beltved Chiefflalbert Luthuli.

There is no doubt that this is a tribute to our selfless dedication

end.reeietance to one of the most cruel and inhuman systems the world

has ever known; The award should.he en inepiration to all our religious

communities to get the heresy of Apartheid expunged from the statute

books and fram our lives.

17/00.
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compatriots:

A.wa Year has begun, bringing'with it fresh hepee and novel challenges. I am

sure that I express our collective conviction when I say that we are all of

us certain that when this year ends, we shall have moved closer to our

cherished goal of total liberation.

The hepee we nurture are based on our continued adherence to this objective,

We can and will meet the new challenges, successfully, because we are

committed to make the necessary sacrifices in the struggle to liberate

ourselves. The hells that rang in the New Year were, for us, a call to

battle, summoning us to ever greater involvement and persistence in the

Today, Januany 8th, 1985, we observe and celebrate 73 years of the existence

of your organisation, the.African National Congress, as well as welcome the

New Yearo We mark this day with our heads held high because, in the year

that has passed, once more, we demonstrated that, as a peeple, we are

determined to free ourselves.

we have the will to insert and are insoribing into the book of the history

‘ of humanity a chapter headed "the final collapse of the epoch of colonial ,

and white minority dominatien". To write that chapter, in practice, will

demand of us that we emulate the example of the hundreds of patriots who

were Willing to perish in the pastlyear in the struggle to emancipate our

peeple and our countny.

On behalf of the Rational‘Executive Committee and the entire membership of

the.Afrioan National Congress, we extend to you, compatriots, our best wishes

for the greatest successes in our common endeavours during the year that has

just begun.

1984 saw us take hold steps ferward in our struggle against the apartheid

regimeo.As the year closed; it was clear that through our efforts and

sacrifices, we have succeeded fUrther to shift the balance of strength

within our countny in favour of the forces fighting fer natiohal liberatian

in South Africa and genuine peace in Southern Africa. TruLy'we can say

that milliene of our peeple responded magnificently to the call we made

last year - mobilise and march forward to peeple‘s power!
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Thus as we carny out our taeke during 1985, we must have among us these

disciplined and dedicated revolutionary cadres, members of the Ago, champions

of the people's cause. Gur struggle needs them because they will ensure that

our forward march eah never be stepped..As a strong ené organised detachment

of our general offensive, they will enable us to use every vietony to score

even bigger successes.

?Further to improve our capacity to accomplieh these and other tasks, we ehall£1»§§¥*/»

as yeu.know, be holding thie~§eee a National Consultative Conference from

which we shall emerge doubly strengthened, united and dedicated to the victozy

for which so many of our people have sacrificed.

Gompetriote:

'He are still faced With the necessity to accomplish the tasks we set ourselves

during the Year of the Wemen. we must continue to struggle for the unity of the

democratic trade union movement, fer the organisatien of the unorganised and the

unemplqyed, for even greater involvement of the organised workers in the struggle

for the seizure of power by the peeple.

we must press on with the teak of mohilieing and organising the messes in the

countryside fer the destruction of the Bentustan system and the seizure of

land from the exploitere. Our tasks with regard to the aetivieetien of the

women have not been completed. we must advance our work on the Education

Charter to provide the teacher, the student and the parent with a common

platform in our campaign for a democratic eyetem of education as well achieve

new successes in the organisation and ectivieatien of all our youth.

The offensive against the enemy's organs of government must be intensified and

extended to reach all corners of our oountny end all population groups. Equally

we cannot slow down our strUggle to refuse that the enemy imposes on us the

burden of an economic crisis that 13 not of our making. Nbr should we let up

against the aggressive policies of the apartheid regime. The veny fact of the

arrest and detention of our leaders, some of'Ehom have been charged with treason

emphasises the continuing importance of the struggle for the immediate and

uncenditionel release of all political prisoners.

These and other goals that we gave ourselves last year remain with us. we charge

all members of the AND with the responsibility at all times to be with the

people and among the peeple in the ferefrent of all these struggles. Everywhere,
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lead us to the birth of a society which would defend and advance the

genuine interests of the youth.

We draw great inepiration from the advances we made during the Year of the

‘Women towards the fulfilment of the task we set ourselves last year, the

task of organising and mohilising our womenfolk into a powerful, united and

active force for revolutionany change. New democratic women's organisations

have emerged. Greater numbers of our womenfOlk have been drawn into struggle.

We salute all these and especially the fighting women of Sebokeng and other

townships who stood in the forefront of the struggles we waged last year. It

is important that we draw the correct lessons from this experience to ensure

that in our continuing offensive the millions of women of our country take

their place in the battlefront of struggle.

During this past year, we also toek our struggle forward by beginning to

earny out another strategic taSk we had set ourselves..As you.wi11 recall,

last year we said we must begin to use our accumulated strength to destrqy

the organs of government? of the apartheid regime.

We have now set out upon this path and have done much to demonstrate our

resolve to render the country ungovernahle. This has not only meant the

aestructien of the community councile. Our rejection of the apartheid

constitution meant, in its essence, that we reaffirmed our rejection of the

illegitimate rule of the Bothe regime. ther struggles, including those

around the issue of education as well as the steye-et-home, themselves pitted

our democratic power against the power of the forces of Oppression, racism

and oounter—revolution, for the defeat and replacement of the letter by

the formero

In this coming period, we shall need to pursue the task of reducing the

capacity of the apartheid regime to continue its illegal rule of our country

With even greater vigour. In order to advance, we have to weaken this regime.

To weaken it means to destrqy its organs of government everywhere and as

part of our continuing mess offensive.

we salute all the patriots of our country'who have, by their deeds, helped

to focus the minds of the revolutianezy messes on this central teak. In this

regard, we need to repeat what we said last year that those who elect to

serve in the instfithtions of the apartheid system must expect to face the

wrath of the peogple.
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Important and wide—spread demonstrations in the United States against
the related racist poliey of ”constructive engagement" of the Reagan . Qeflhhafiztfi
Administration and the campaign of repression of the Bethe regime emphasise '
the determination of the international community to fight on our side until
South.Africa is liberated. The world has gone further to join us in rebuffing
the attempts of the apartheid regime to project itself as reformist.

.Accordingiy'the United Ratione and all other important international fora
rejected Botha's amended apartheid constitution as null and void and
affirmed the need for majority rule in a united, democratic and non-reeiel.
South.Afrioa. It is clear that we have the possibility to intensifly our ¢QJL
international offensive in the flew Year, fUrther to isolate the apartheid
regime, strengthen our own ties of solidarity'with progressive humanity and
thus further complicate the situatian of the apartheid regime within our countzfl

During the current year it is obligatory that we continue to march forward
to pe0p1e's power. It is clear that we have the determination and the
organisea strength to achieve this objective.

But the questions we needsmuet answer in this regard are, at what pace shall
we effect that forward marohI‘What distance shall we cover! The answers to
those questions depende on how much we succeed to strengthen the other two
pillars of our struggle, to ensure the all-round vanguard activity of the
underground structures of the ANC as well as the further expansion of
Uhkhonto we Sizwe inside our countny and the escalation of our armed offensive. u”

'With regard to these two decisive elements in our revolutianany struggle, we
should neither dramatiee our shortcomings nor blind ourselves to the reality
that we have not advanced on these two fronts at a pace corresponding to
our advance on the other two.

To move forward with the greatest Speed and to cover the greatest distance
in our forward march to peeple's power, this year we must pey'partioular
attention to the taek of'building 3h strong underground organisation of
revolutionary cadres, drawn from the fighting maeeea and integrated among them.

.The dynemising factor in our situatien is the revolutionany'eadre. The force
that is capable of bringing together the various strands of our struggle, to
assist in their further develoPment and coordination into one fist of
struggle, is such an underground revolutionary organisation which we, the
struggling masses, must consolidate and expami.
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Because we mehilised and did march forward we managed to weaken our

enemy and force it onto the defensive. Despite all attempts, the apartheid

regime could not hide the fact that we inflicted on it a succession of

defeats and began to take the initiative out of its hands..As we said

last year, it is in the attack that we shall find victory.

By attacking, we defeated the efforts of the racist regime to mobilise the

ee—ealie& Coloured and Indian sections of the bladk pepulation to accept

its apartheid constitution. In this manner, we frustrated the drive of the

Bothaéhalan clique to widen its social base by recruiting these sections of

our people to join the racist white minority as junior partners for the

perpetuation of apartheido

This was a victory of great importance for the further advancement of our

struggle. Rbt only did it serve to raise the fiegree of isolation cf the

cypressive regime but it also meant that we succeeded to exyand and

strengthen the forces that are committed to the struggle fer the victory

of the aemocratic revolution in our country.

By refusing to be dragooned into acceptance of the schemes of the enemy the

“Colcure&*‘and Indian people were demonstrating in practice their

determination to fight side by side and in unity with the.African majority,

to sue for a common victory against a common enemy. They expressed, in

action, the furtherance of our strategic goal of uniting the black Oppressed

on the basis of shared perspectives about the future of our countny and

the realisation that we are united by a common destiny. By boycotting the

apartheid elections last.August, thel’Coloured’ and Indian peoyle webs

asserting the truth that no section of the bladk pe0ple can be free while

another is oppressed.

Our victory over the enemy in.August also meant that the understanding had

triumphed among us that apartheid cannot be reformed. When we stayed away

from the enemy's polling booths, we both denounced Botha's so—called reform

pregramme as a sham and a aeceitful manoeuvre and committed ourselves to

struggle to uproot and destrqy the apartheid system in its entiretyo

These were important victories which we must consolidate and upon which we

must build. They must serve as a base from which we advance towards new

successes, in unity, putting to the fore the revolutieneny perspective of

the seizure of power by the people and the building of ** ./a new

society in a united, democratic and non—racial South.Africa.
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areas, the correctness of the perspective we put forward last year that the

offensive of the working class is, and must he, an integral part of the

national liberation struggle.

Thus, in Spite of everything that the enemy hid, including the shooting

down of our peeple in cold blood, the deplqyment of thousands of armed

soldiers to invade our townships and the arrest and detention of many

leaders and activists, we scored major victories over the apartheid regime.

Frightened by our success in peralyeing industry enfl commerce in an area

that is the economic heart of South Africa, the capitalist owners of

preperty decided to speak out. Through their organisatiane, they drew the

attention of the ruling group to the fact that not all was well, and that

the continued use of old methods of repression would only serve to inspire

the black workers further to intensify their offensive.

Fer us the victories represented by the steyB-at-home signify more than the

inability of the racists to realise their wishes. They mean that we have
taken a decisive step forward in the use of the power of the organised and

demoeratio—minded working class to advance not enLy the fight for the

economic interests of this class, but also the cause of the political

emancipation of the people.

In action, we also dealt a deadly blow to a negative tendency that had

emerged within the democratic movement of our country'which we Spoke about

last year. we refer to the tendency Which had set out to detach the

organised working class from the political struggle fer people's power and

to separate it from the rest of the democratic movement.

he have demonstrated in practice that; it is both necessary and possible for
all classes and strata among the eppreeeed masses to unite in action, under

 

the leadership of the working bless, in pursuit of eommon objectives. we
 

salute the trade union leaders and activists of our country who, as patriots

end defenders of the peoplege interests as a whole, did no much to give

concrete meaning to, and advance in action, the perspective of a united

people's struggle for the victory of the national democratic revolution.

The student and workingnyouth of our country have Once more confirmed their

place in our hearts as the pride of the nation. These relentless fighters

for a South Africa that we can proudly call our own have, throughout this

past year, swelled the ranks of the mass movement by joining this movement
in hundreds of thousands. Despite the campaign of murder and terror unleashed
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In action and in many areas, we have laid down the feundatione for the

emergence of mass revolutionary bases, human etttlemente whose main political

feature is the active involvement of the majority of the residents in the

struggle for democratic change, a deep-seated commitment to fight continuously

for that change until victory is won, and the reality that we have destroyed

the enemy's organs of government or rendered them ineffective.

we have created this kind of situation in areas such as Mdanteane, Crossroads,

Lamantville, Sebekeng, Sobantu and Tembisa amang others. We have to extend

this experience to encompass other areas as well. Wherever we as black people

live, we must transform our locality_into a mass revolutionary base.

This means that in addition to what we have said, in such areas we must also

use the democratic power that we have accumulated through struggle to defend

and advance the interests of the people. we must use our organised mass

strength to assert in practice that we have emerged as the alternative power.

At the same time, we must take advantage of the level of political consciousness

of the people, their willingness to sacrifice and their readiness to take up

arms, to set up secret military bases among these masses, under the

leadership of our vanguard organisation, the.African National Cangreeso

In every single mass struggle that we have waged in the past year, regardless of

how peaceful any of these struggles have been, the enemy has confronted us

with its armed might..At such moments, who among us has not felt the urgent

need for us to taflk to the enemy in.the language he understands! who has not

seen that we too must take up arms as our forebears did, as did Bamhata,

Solomon Mhhlangu, and Clifford Brown, only last year!

.All we are saying therefbre, fellow combatants for the liberatien of our

countzy, is that we have it within our means to give ourselves and to increase

our capacity to hit back at the enemy, arms in hand: There is nobody but

ourselves to accomplish this teak. Once more, we repeat that the revolutionary

cadres that have been formed and eteeled in the course of the struggles we

have waged, underground mehbers of the ARC, must take it as a priority

responsibility to build up the popular armed forces, to transferm the armed

actions we have so far carried out into a peoPIe'e war by helping to root

Umkhonto we Sizwe among the peeple and involving these masses in the

prosecution of a people'S'war.



10.

In making this review we must be careful neither to belittle our

achievements, to dramatiee our shortcomings nor to allow our wishes to

distort our understanding of-objeotive reality..Ae fighters fer freedom,

we must seek out the truth because it is our reliance on the truth and our

rejection of all falsehoods, however comforting these may be sometimes, that

enables us to overcome our mistakes and weaknesses, reapond correctly to

objective reality and utilise our victories correcthy.

We wish to repeat here whet we said last year. we said that our struggle
m. h. hwy». mM“-1.r... ‘

rests On feur pillars. These ere first, the ell-round vanguard activity
..-.—M Ma
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of the underground structures of the.h¥ ; second, the unitea mass action

of the peeple; third, our armed offensive epeehheeded by Umkhonto we

Sizwe; end,{" ,fourth, the international drive to isolate the apartheid

regime and win worldawide moral, political and material support for the

struggle.

In our review so far we have said that during the Year of the Whmen,

we made the greatest progress in terms of strengthening the second of these

pillars. we succeeded to reiee the united mass action of the peeple to

even higher levels.

It is also an undeniable fact that we(é§§§ achieved new victories with

regards to the fourth element, nameLy, the drive to isolate the apartheid

regime and to win worldawide moral, political and material support for

our struggle. In this regard, we should mention a few salient successes. >

As we have said, the apartheid regime and its allies, especially the g3;47fl1

Reagan Administration, failed to drive the AEC out of the region of

Southern.Afriee. Instead, twice during the year, the Frontline States met

and reaffirmed their support for the ARC and SWAPO and our commen struggle

against the apartheid regime. These positions were also endorsed and upheld

by the 20th Summit Meeting of QhU’Eeeds of State and Government.

Similarly, the efforts of the apartheid regime to break out of its isolation

have ended in failure. The new government of New Zeelend adapted firm

positions against the apartheid system, forcing the Pretorfe regime to

withdraw its diplomats from thatcountny. Bothe'e Visit to Europe provoked

such demonstrations against these unwelcome visitors that their hosts and

 

friends, the governments of the United Kingdom, the Federal Republic of

Germany and others, had noj choice but to speak out against the resist

system.in our oountny.
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This includes those in the Bentuetene, some of'whom seem to have made it

their full-time occupation to preach about the unity of the black oypressed

while they men institutions imposed by the enemy to perpetuate our OpprGSSiQn

and actually carry out actions designed to slow down our forward march. They

now talk about unity because they'went the people to spare the organs of

apartheid rule in the Bantustane.

A sense of fear is beginning to grip the paid employees of the apartheid

regime because they can see that our mess offensive is also taking root in

the countryside. we have managed to build new democratic organisations

outside the urban areas. At the same time, we have witnessed mass actions

in these rural areas including afimdent strikes, bus bqyeotte and demonstrations

by the unemployed, demanding jobs.

It is however clear that we have to do a lot more to achieve the goals we

set purselvee last year - to launch a nationwide offensive against the

Bentuetan eystem of the Pretoria regime and to mobilise the rural messes

around the question of lend. we have however made a beginning'which we

must sustain and from which we must build, to draw the millions of our

peeple in the countnyside into struggle.

This past year, the enemy made a determined effort to liquidate the armed

struggle. By seeking to impose so—called non-aggression pacts on the

peoples of our region, Pretoria thought it would make it impossible for

Umkhonto we Sizwe to continue with its Operations. The racists thought”? _ they

‘would restore the situation which obtained before 1961 when they had a L

monopohy of arms.

we have however demonstrated that the plans of the enemy were but the empty

dreams of a deeperate man.‘he have continued with the ermea struggle, Whatever

difficulties we may have experienced during the year. In action, we kept

to our strategic outlook of combining mass political action and organised

revolutionary Violence.

Equalhy, the efforts of the apartheid regime, about which we warned last

year, to compel the independent states of our region to help evict the AEC

from the whole of Southern Africa have been frustrated. The AhC is here. It

is inside South Africa in the same way that Umkhonto we Sizwe is inside

South Africa. The enemy will not remove ue.Ehther it is the apartheid regime

that will he removed from the face of the earth by ourselves, the millions

who constitute the revolutionary and democratic farcee of South.Africe.
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Fellow countrymen and «women,

The strength of any organisation lies in the calibre of its

individual members and units. In order to advance in keeping with the

momentum of our struggle we must improve the quality and expend the

quantity of our membership. We need cadres of unquestianable loyalty,

dedication and.understanding of our strugglem» i%.order to achieve such

a high standard and epur our nation into greater onslaught an the enemy

and its institutians,

we declare this year, 1985, The Year of the Cadre:

Let this year see fihe greatest mass political action in all provinces

and districts of our cauntry. Let it see the fastest and furthest

possible ooorfiinated advance on all fronts towards the goal of people's

power. The enemy cannot step us. Our future is in our hands.

FUHKARD WITH THE YEAR OF MASS MOBILlfikTIONl

 

 

MOBILISEaANfl EARCH FflfiflflflD TO PEDPEEVS PO¥ERI

AMANDLA NGKKETHU! MRATLK KE-&.RGNA! POWER TO TEE PEOPLE!



~17...

Some and Daughters of our land,

It is an.undeniahle fact that we achieved new victories with

regards to the fourth element, namely, the drive to isolate the

apartheid regime and to win worldawide moral, political and material

support for our struggle. In this regard, we ehould mention a few

salient succeseeee

As we have said, the epertheifi regime end its allies, especially

the Reagentidminietration, failed to drive the AEC out of the region

of Southern.hfrice. Instead, twice during the year, the Frontline

States met and reaffirmed their support for the ANC and SWKPO and our

comman struggle against the apartheid regime. Theee_poeitbone were also

endorsed and upheld by the 20th Summit Mheting of O&U'Head of State and

Government.

Similarly, the efforts of the apartheid regime to break out of

its isolation have ended in failure. The new government f New Zealand

adapted firm positions against the apartheid system, forcing the Pretoria

regime to withdraw its diplomats from the country. Botha'e visit to

Europe provdked such demonstrations against these unwelcome visitors that

their hosts and friends, the governments of the Unitea Kingdom, the

Federal RepUblic of Germany and others, had.no choice but to Speak out

against the racist eyetem in our country»

Important end'wideuepread demonstratiane in the Uhited.Stetee

against the related racist policy of "constructive engagement" of the

Reagenttdministratien end the campaign of repression of the Bethe

regime emphasise the determination of the internatianel community to

fight on our side until South Africa is liberated. The world has gene

further to join us in.rebuffing the attempts of the apartheid regime

to project itself as reformist.

incordingly the Uhited.Netione and all other important international

for a rejected Botha'e amended apartheid constitution es null end.toid

and affirmed the-need fer majority rule in a united, democratic and

nonwmaoial Soutthfriea. It is clear that we have the possibility to

intensify our international offensive in the New Year, further to

isolate the apartheid regime, strengthen our own ties of solidarity

with progressive humanity and thus further complicate the situation of

the apartheid regime within eur country.

18/900
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The victorieS'we scored éuring the year have plunged our Opponents into an

even deeper political crisis. Apart from denying them the chance to expand

their social base, as we have said, they further sheryened the contradictions

and conflicts within the ruling groqpe and exposed the utter hehkruptqy «QEZEe

and failure of the overall political programme of the racists. These are

important sueoesSee as they help further to weaken the enemy and enhance

our possibility to defeat it.

Through struggle, we have forced the apartheid regime into a situation of

confusion, indecision end an inability to define for itself any consistent

direction of state poliqy. This situation has arisen because the efforts of

this regime to project itself as a representative of the so—celled forces KEZZZ?“

of moderation, gradual and peaceful reform, have ended in failure. According

to this tactical manoeuvre, the racists sought to present themselves as a

reasonable and acceptable alternative to the revolutioneny alliance headed

by the ANC, on one hand, and the fascist ooalitian of the HEP and the

Conservative Ferty en the other}

Knocked out of balance by the intensity of our offensive, the white minority

regime lurches from side to side, fumbling for an equilibrium that it can no -wé5¥5m

longer regain. On one day, it pretends to he I f concerned about the condition

of the black majority and, on the next, pledges itself to the mainteinanoe

of white minority domination.

Correctly, We have taken this confusion on the part of the enemy as a signal .,:

that we must escalate our offensive, having rejected its so—oalled reform M

programme as nothing but an attempt to buy time for itself to find new ways

to maintain its illegal rule over our countnyo

At the same time, the posturing of this regime has angered large sections of

the diehard racists among the whites who see the maintainanee of the apartheid

system as a holy crusade. moved by their attachment to the benefits that ~égée

accrue to them from the eystem of the national Oppression end the super-

ezploitetion of the black majority, the political representatives of this

tendenqy in white politics are challenging the Bethe regime for the allegiance

of eSpeoielly the Afrikaner pepulatian.

Knowing that in any case they themselves believe, as Jeep Mereis and.Andries lqfigfif“

TTeurnidht do, in the perpeetuetion of the apartheid system, Bethe and Helen

are forced to demonstrate that they are the most reliable defenders of

.Afrikener and white interests. Thus is the mask of deceit torn off their faces,
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as they try to regiin the confidence and supgort of important sections

of the white pepulation which have already ceased to trust the Botheéhelen

clique.

The obvious confusion of this clique is also forcing some of those who

supported it against the HNP-—Conservative Party coalition, correotLy to

doubt its ability to find any solutions to the crisis gripping the apartheid

system. These are beginning to advance their own solutions, based on the

dawning realisation that no solutions to the problems of our countny can

be found without the participation and the consent of the democratic

majority and the genuine leaders of this majority.

There are yet others from among our white compatriots, those who are more

far—sighted, who have decided to break with a system that is so patenthy

criminal and join the democratic movement of our country. Moved by the noble

parapective of a South Africa that Shall belong to all its citizens, black

and.white, these have chosen, as we said last year, to take their place among

the builders of a new order in our oountryt we salute them and welcome them

into the ranks of the forces of progressive change of our countny.

The erosion of the support of the Bethe regime within its own constituency

as well as the growing divisions and conflicts among the whites are important

results of our continuing offensive. They signify'thet we are coming closer

to the realisation of our goal.

To compound the problems of the ruling group and thus further weaken it,

requires that we continue on the attack, giving the enemy no time to regroup

and recover. It also means that we must tile advantage of the situation

we have forced on the enemy to attract to the side of the democratic

forces ever greater numbers of our white compatriots, on the baeie-of the

supremely'juet perspective contained in the Freeaom Charter and the inevitable

defeat of the apartheid regime and the liquidation of the criminal system it

upholds.

Compatriots:

It has been necessary to discuss the pregrese we have made in the past year

to see the extent to which we accomplished the tasks we had set ourselves.

This is necessary because, clearly, we could not fulfil all these objectives
within the course of one year;”Duringrthis year, we ehell have to pursue

them.with even greater urgency, taking advantage of the advances we made
during the Year of the fibmeno


