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providesjfor 11 major changes to the controversial LRAA. The

most important change is agreement on a set of basic workeiq
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The rights should cov¥er all workers. Should these agreements

rights such as the right to strike and collective bargafiin

be enstrined in law, they could be the?recursor to a more

extensive Worker's Charter aimed at guiding fut8F labour

legislation.

The agreement also attempts to cut throuagh red tape ihtroduéed
by the LRAA by

- Scrapping time limits on the declaration of disputs.

with

- Allowing unions wiht both private and public sector

e

members and members of different races to register.

- Ensuring that labour appeal courts hear matters within
90 days. &

(a) Last vear, 1989, a strike bv 14,00 motor workers took
place in August last yeér. Production stopped at most
assembly points for more than a week. The national demand

was for national bargaining rather than plant based talks

which the union won.
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(b) A series of national strikes in the retail sector.

(c) A wage strike by 8,000 workers at De Beers diamond

?ineS'Which ended after the company increaseq its wage

offer, the first time ever, that an Anglo American

subsidiary has done so during a wage strike.

(d) A three week strike by some 1,200 farm workers at the
estate owned by the South African Development Trust

Cooperation.

(e) Strikes at Mobil refineries and depots in March by
members of the Chemical Workers Industrial Union and
Goodvear in Eastern Cape by NUMSA members in August. Both

strikes involved union demands for disinvesting companies

to compensate their workers.
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