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AFRICA DAY

AFRICA DAY, 1988 — The 25th an-
niversary of the founding of the Or-
ganisation of African Unity (OAU)
was celebrated in Cuba By a full
spectrum of activities, ranging from
official ceremonies hosted by the
country’s top leaders to book launch-
ings, art exhibitions and film screen-
ings. |

General of the Army Raul Castro,
Second Secretary of the Cuban Com-
munist Party (PCC), presided over the
main ceremony marking the occasion.
On the podium with him were Colo-
nel General Pedro Maria Tonha, Min-
ister of Defence of Angola; and
Salim Ahmed Salim, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Defence of
Tanzania. ,

The opening address was given by
Hocine Zatout, Algeria’s ambassador
and dean of the African diplomatic
corps in Cuba. He paid tribute to
those who had pointed the way to
African unity, the end of colonialism
and the destruction of apartheid,
stressing the OAU’s role in defend-
ing Africa’s struggle for political and
economic liberation. Now more than
ever, he added, African countries
realise that support for the South
West Africa People’s Organisation
(SWAPQ) must be increased, and that
they must help the South African
people led by the African National

Algeria's ambassador to Cuba

opened the official ceremony.

Congress (ANC) to liberate them-
selves. So long as apartheid exists,
he explained, the continent cannot
be free.

Zatout also referred to the solidar-
ity and friendship between Africa and
Cuba, noting that it is guaranteed
by the blood shed by Cubans along-
side Angolan and Namibian patriots.

The ceremony, organised by the
Cuban Institute of Friendship with
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Ingenious toys made by children
of five African nations, on display
at Havana's Wifredo Lam Centre.

the Peoples and the Cuba-Africa
Friendship Association, was closed
by Esteban Lazo, member of the PCC
Political Bureau. He explained that
the spirit of internationalism ani-
mates Cuba’s homage to the OAU.
The struggle of the African nations
is inseparable from that against im-
perialism, and for peace and human
survival. “Our revolutionary commit-
ments to the African nations will be
met to the end,” he said.

Lazo reiterated Cuba’s call for un-
conditional freedom for Nelson Man-
dela. He also took a moment to speak
of the great internationalist who
fought for Africa’'s future, Che Gue-
vara.

Among those attending the cere-
mony at the Universal Hall of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces were
Mavis L Muyunda, Zambia's Foreign
Minister; Comandante of the Revolu-
tion Juan Almeida; PCC Political
Bureau Member Jorge Risquet: gov-
ernment ministers, leaders of Cuba’s
mass organisations, and representa-
tives of liberation movements and
the diplomatic corps.

MEETING WITH FIDEL

Cuban President Fidel Castro met
with African ambassadors to Cuba on

the occasion, and gave them a de-

tailed report of the evolution of the
military situation in Angola to date.
He reaffirmed Cuba’'s willigness tc
contribute to the search for a politi-
cal solution in South West Africa that
would make possible the implementa.-
tion of Resolution 435 for the inde-
pendence of Namibia and guarantee
Angola's sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

Earlier, the diplomatic corps and
government ministers, among others,
were the guests of Cuba's Foreign
Minister Isidoro Malmierca at a spe-
cial Africa Day reception.

AFRICA HOUSE EVENTS

Africa House saluted the anniversary
with a five-day series of films and
conferences by internationalist film-
markers; opening with E/ octubre
de todos (Everyone's October) by
Santiago Alvarez. The documentary

deals with President Fidel Castro's
tour of African countries in the

1970's.

Among the documentaries shown
were Los hijos de Namibia, (Children
of Namibia) by Rigoberto Lépez. and
Belkis Vega's Corresponsales de gue-
rra (War Correspondents).

One evening's screenings were de-
dicated to the People’'s Republic of
Angola.

-Those attending the activities were
invited to visit the spécial room
housing the collection of gifts given
to President Castro by African lead-
ers, which he donated to Africa
House.

AFRICAN TOYS

The Wifredo Lam Centre commemo-
rated Africa Day with an exhibition
of toys made by African children.
Fashioned from discarded bits of
wire and rubber, the vehicles, rang-
ing from carriages to helicopters, are
astonishing in their realism and fidel-
ity to detail.

On display were toys from Zambia,
Zimbabwe, Zaire, Tanzania and the
Congo. The exhibition was made pos-
sible by the help of -Cuban embassies
in those countries and by private col-
lectors.

Leticia Cordero, of the Lam’s Pro-
motion Department, explained that
the idea came from one of the
Centre's specialists who, during a
visit to Africa, saw children on the
streets making these toys and was
struck by the level of artistry in-
volved.

A bigger show is being planned for
the 3rd Havana Biennial, and African
students on the Isle of Youth have
offered to make more wire toys for
it. _

Public reaction has been very en-
thusiastic, says Cordero: “One direc-
tor of a children’s toy factory came
away very impressed and plans to
share ideas suggested by these toys

with the workers at his factory.”
ESTHER MOSAK. Photos: PIROLE and
PL.
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A NEW TECHNIQUE CALLED CON-
secutive smicro-surgery is giving
Cubans suffering from myopia.
cataracts or glaucoma excellent
chances of recovering or improving
their vision_

Developed by Professor Sviatoslav
Fiodorov, director of Moscow's
Ocular Surgery Institute, it requires
no general anaesthesia and the pa-
tient need not be kept in hospital.

Cuba is now the second country
in the world with the technology
necessary for performing this kind
of surgery, placing it in the forefront
of opthalmological developments.

The innovative technique was first
used in the USSR.

Patients go through a range of
diagnostic procedures at the new
facility built next to the Ramén Pan-
do Ferrer Opthalmology Hospital in
Havana to determine whether the
surgery is appropriate in each case.

The patient is operated on by
several surgeons in turn, each one
specialising in one step of the opera-
tion. The patient lie on small beds

set on rollers, equipped with the ins-

truments used by the surgeons. The
operating room is also equipped for
dealing with emergency cases which
may arise, requiring one of the pa-
tients to be removed from the fine.

To guarantee completely = sterile
conditions, the facility has a speciai
climate control system, reducing the
possibility of infection to a minimum.

The surgeons work from seats with
controls to operate the special micro-
scopes used in the operation. A sys-
tem of light signals advises them
when their colleagues have finished
their part of the operation, usually
only a matter of minutes,

The entire group must be finished

.........

Cuba reported on its progress
in launching this new kind of
surgery at a recent international
opthalmology conference held

in Havana.

The special facility for consecutive
eye surgery, next to Havana's
Pando Ferrer Hospital.

wait, prepared in their beds, in an
adjoining department with sterile
conditions.

The surgeons are not isolated as
they work. An internal communica-
tion system allows them to speak
to other members of the team, and
to those staffing the control post,
which monitors the operations on
closed circuit television.

When the operation is over, the
out-patients are observed in a
recovery room by specialised nurses,
and then go home, while those who
are required to stay in hospital go
back to their beds. The next day,
all are seen by their opthalmologist.

The Cuban surgeons operate on
only one kind of eye problem at a

time. Depending on the complexity
of the cases, they may treat 35 to
40 cases of myopia, 20 of glaucoma,
or 15 of cataracts in a day, the
equivalent of all the eye operations
performed in Havana in the same
period of time before this new centre

was opened.

before new patients can enter. They \ / J.AR. SAVALL. Photos: PL.
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HAS CUBA STRUCK OIL? ACCORD-
ing to a report recently published
in the daily Granma, experts believe
the chances of finding rich fuel
deposits in Cardenas Bay, Matanzas
province are excellent. The most
promising geological sites have
already been chosen for exploratory
drilling.

The preliminary studies were
carried out in collaboration with
Soviet technicians.

The platform to be erected at
Cupey is being built in the Crimea,
and consists of a stationary metal-
lic structure with a technological
area of 2,500 sq m, equipped for
drilling six wells.

One of the specialists involved in
the studies, Benjamin Ganskins, ex-
plained that this platform will be
linked to the land by a 39 m long
dock, and will house 35 workers.

A causeway of stone blocks will
be built at Marbella, 1,650 m long,
two m above sea level and 6.5 m
wide, leading to a 2,220 sq m arti-
ficial island where the drilling equip-
ment will be installed.

In the Hicacos area, another arti-
ficial island will be built, but this
one will be linked to the land by
special barges.

The potential underwater oil fields
are in the vicinity of Varadero beach,
one of Cuba’'s most beautiful tourist
resorts. All the installations men-
tioned above will be built as far as
possible from Varadero, and the
toughest safety measures imposed
to prevent oil spills or the slightest
contamination of the. strand.

/ PEDRO MORALES.

Many experts believe that there










