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SOVAFCO

?SLAI KILEYGA RL On June 161976, the student uprisings and
PEOPLE DYING the resultant police brutality shook South
| SAW Africafand the :vgrldanhls was thehcul mm a-

thh O years O Issatls actlon Wt. a nost

EUEr PYTCRYI NG i nferi or education system called 'Bantu
DI D NOT Education’. What began as a peaceful day of
STOP protest was net by the brutal horror of the
THEM apartheid state. Over one thousand students

I A LITTLE G RL were shot dead by the police and arny.
1 (NOWWHY Countl ess others were injured and nany at-
MY PEOPLE CRY tested and detained without trial. Hundreds
VWHY THEY Teft the country. Sone students are still |eav-
DIE. ng as resistance continues.

THEY CRY It was for these reasons that the African

I N HEARTS Nati onal Congress of South Africa decided
THEY DIE to build a school in exile. That school, the
FOR THEI R Sol oron Mahl angu Freedom Col | ege

Rl GHTS. (SOVAFCO) now stands on | and generously

WE SHALL donated by the Tanzani an government in an

60 ON AND ON area known as Mazinbu. April 1989 narks
WE SHALL. the tenth anniversary of SOVAFCO. It is also
ten years since the judicial nurder of ANC

Xpz-i xezax

From Shahi ma, aged 13
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TQ( neani ng;

conbat ant Sol onon Kal ushi Mahl angu,

after whomthe school is naned.

One survivor of the Soweto ' 76 uprising

who has since conpleted his secondary

education at SOMAFCO, recalls the ex-

peri ence of those brave but fateful days:

TTerror still rings in nmy nmenory. It cane like

a nightmare. Unbelievable. Snoke and fl anes

caught the sky. Screamning of many voi ces.

cried hysterical/ly. Like a child crying for

somet hing _ anything. The realisation that

was born to suffer, born to struggle. The regret

that | was born at all, and the know edge that

there was nothing 1 could do about it _ I had

been born. In the end | joined the others and

threw stones, shouting slogans like a howing

jackal/ until 1 was hoarse. | was here and coul d

no | onger |ive under tyranny. Terror. Fatigue.

Bl ood and hoarse voi ces How ng from Sowet o

t hroughout South Africa.

The student struggle has becone in-

separabl e fromthe struggle of the nation for
peopl e’ s power. At SOVAFCO we remain

a part of that struggle.
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SOLOVON MAHLANGU

Sol onon Mahl angu was one ofthe hnest ex-
anpl es of our revolutionary youth. On 6

April 1979, he was executed by the racist
regi me despite a torrent of international pro-
test and condemnati on of the racist nurder

a Mahlangu left South Africa after w tnessing
the massacres of 1976 and a year |ater
returned to his country as a menber of
Urkhonto we Sizwe, determined to serve his
peopl e.

Sol onon was intercepted in the centre of

| ohannesburg along with his conrades and

in the ensuing clash with racist police two
whites died. He was brutally tortured by
security police and his friend and conrade,
Mondy Mot | oung, was decl ared unht to

4. . 1le , M

HERO

OF THE

FREEDOM STRUGGLE
1-75 (h, 7' ;

stand trial because of extehsive brain danage
he had received after his arrest. Mhl angu
was sentenced to death on 2nd March 1977
and, on hearing the sentence passed, he
shout ed: Amandl a! - Power!

As Mahl angu waited on death rowin Pretoria
Central Prison, the world' s progressive and
denocratic forces vigorously canpai gned

agai nst the execution, calling for recognition
of our captured freedom fighters as prisoners
of war. But the fascist regine ignored the
demands of denocractic humanity with

cal l ous indifference.

Sol onon Mahl ahgu’ s fearl essness and
heroismw ||l be an inspiration to all future
generations of young bl ack South Africans.
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Mahl angu faced his execution |ike asol dier
He gave the ANC salute and, smling, walk-
ed tall to the gall ows.

The youth of South Africa are determ n-

ed to avenge the death of Sol omon Mahl angu
and all the other martyrs of our revolution
- and to tight for the attai nment of a non-
raci al and denocratic South Africa. W

pl edge that: | These freedons we will fight for
side by side, throughout our lives, until we
have won our |iberty.’

Qur slogans are and will remain

VI CTORY OR DEATH

AVANDLA NGAWETHU



CALL FOR AN END TO THE

DEATH PENALTY

SOVAFCO STUDENTS CALL FOR

AN END TO THE DEATH PENALTY

Pretoria/s maxi mum security prison which

houses the sevenhat-a-tinme gallows, was the

pl ace where Sol onon Kal ushi Mhl angu was

nmurdered on the 6th April, 1979.

He left for us what can never be killed _

his undying love for his countly, and the

nessage:

Tell ny people that | love them and they

nmust continue the struggle. My bl ood will

nourish the tree that will bear the fruits of

AAAA

The struggl e agai nst Bantu Education, and the

system of apartheid, continues in the face of

ever nore brutal repression by the regine.

One student activist, Buras Nnhlabati, recently

left South Africa, and cane here to the

Sol onon Mahl angu Freedom Col | ege to con-

tinue his education. He recalled his ex-

peri ences at the hands of the apartheid tere

4

freedom A Luta Continua."

We at SOVAFCO are especially proud of

the courageous heritage of |ove and struggle

that he has left us. On the tenth anniversary

of his death we |’ ededicate ourselves to

persevere in our studies and in whatever task

the struggl e places upon us, so that we can

return honour and dignity to our ravaged

country and to its sons and daughters who

have paid the ultinate price

South Africa has the worst record of

judicial rmurders in the world. It is a crine

agai nst the Geneva Convention to kil

prisoners oiwar, |let alone township activists

and small children. Even so-called 'ordinary

crimnals’ in South Africa who face death by

the hangnman’s noose, live in a society that

has been called 'A crinme agai nst humanity’

by the United Nations.

The students of SOMAFCO call on the in-

ternational world to rededicate itself to the

canpai gn agai nst the death sentence in South

Africa, and to support the ANC in the strug-

gle for seizure of power in our country.

A LUTA CONTI NUA

ror machine In the testinmony which he read

in Septenber 198 7, to the Harare conference

on Children, Repression and Law in Apart-

heid South Africa. Extracts of his statenent

are reprinted bel ow.

Buras was i 7 when he was detained in Cc-

tober 1986. He was President ofthe Tenbi sa

Yout h Congress, as well as active on residents

commttees in the area in which he |ived:

Il was arrested at 3.30 in the nmorning on

8 Cctober 1986. They wanted to take ne from

the house naked, but | took a shirt, trousers

and shoes. | was thrown in a van. Altogether

they arrested 12 others fromny comittee.

At about 5 am | was taken into an interroga-

tion loom And then they stalted intelro gating

nme, beating me up for something |ike fve hours
They asked me ifl know sonething, 7 about

the African National Congress, and about the

canpai gn whi ch maybe the Student C ongress

i s planning and agai n about ot her nenbers

whomthey can’t flnd | was at Tenbisa Police



Station for one day. | was beaten and given
el ectric shocks from handcuffs Al ny com
rades were released. | stood hrm preferring
to die.

During the H st day at Tenbi sa Police sta-
tion, even ny nother was refused perm ssion

to see nme and actually didn’'t have any coanr-
mati on that | was detained. She got the infor-

mati on aftel ny brother was re | eased. On
the second day, | was taken to Kenpton Park
Police Station. | was given electric shocks.
stripped and put in a rubber suit from head
to foot. A dummy was put in nmy nouth so

| could not scream There was no air. They
swi tched the plug on. My nuscl es punping
hard, no signs on ny body. | couldn't see
anyt hi ng.

When they switched the plug of f they took
the dummy out and said | should speak. When
| refused, they put the dumry back and

swi tched on again. After a long tinme they stop-
ped. | was stripped and put into a refrigerated
room naked. | was left there. In the fridge it
was al so sonmething like 30 nminutes. Then they

brought ne out again and put ne back in the
el ectric shock suit. I was then taken into
anot her interrogation room M hands, feet
and head were tied around a pole and bright
search lights turned on. | could not renove
ny head fromthose search |ights, and then
they brightened them straight into ny face.

| felt my mind go dead. | couldnlt see. | can-
not even read at this present juncture. | was

dizzy. | was beaten again for the whol e day.
| have scars on ny right hip, in ny head and
on ny back.

I was then taken to Mddderbee Prison. |was

was

beaten but only by lists. | was given no nedica

treatment. | was given ice cubes for ny swollen
face. | was in prison for three nonths. |spent

two weeks in solitary coannenent.
After my release | was to report at 7am and

7pm at the police station. Ididn't. Ispent Hve
nmont hs in hidingafter nmy rel ease before | eav-

ing. | could not attend school. My famly do
not know where | anf
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SOVAFCO

I N STRUGGLE

by Thandi Nzula - Somafco Student

As the crow flies SOVAFCO is 2 500
kilometres from South Africa, near the town
of Morogoro in Tanzani a.

Being here in exile so far fromour hones
and famlies is not easy. The one thing that
hel ps us to persevere is the strength of com
non purpose that we have with our strug-
gling brothers and sisters at horme.

We have come to be here in exile because

of our participation in the boycotts and
denonstrations agai nst Bantu Education. It
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becanme i npossible for us to remain in South
Africa, but we have not stopped fighting.

it is because we understand the inportance
of a good and fair education that we fought
for it in South Africa, and now enjoy it here
at the ANC school in Tanzania. W need this
education to help us in struggle against the
regi me.

When we rose up in our thousands in 1976

to say no to Bantu Education, we showed t hat
the government’s plan to create a servile
popul ati on had failed. They resorted instead
to shooting us. Over one thousand students
wer e shot dead.

The ANC was underground at that tine,

but we listened to Radi o Freedom and we
knew about Urkhonto W Sizwe, the ANC s
arny. They persuaded sonme of us to take up
schol ar shi ps abroad, but many ofus renmain-
ed in Tanzania to begin building our school
The Tanzani an gover nment was generous

enough to give us the land, and equally im
pressive has been the contribution of the Tan-
zani an peopl e who have been enpl oyed ever
since to help us conplete the project.

We knew then that we were buil ding our
freedombrick by brick. It was hard to build
houses and schools so far fromour fanilies
and friends, but we consol ed oursel ves that
each brick we used was one less for the walls
of apartheid. Mrale was very high. Today
the school is conplete and part of a thriving
comuni ty.

Here at SOVAFCO, and at the ANC

Devel opnment Centre, we are trying to create
for ourselves an alternative education
Because we are in exile we have to wite sone
ofthe internationally recognised exans to get



pl acements at universities abroad, but the
way we are taught and the relationship be-
tween pupils and staff is a revolutionary one
and very different fromwhat we were used

to at hone.

We are able to |l earn about our real history
and become proud ofthe traditional civilisa-
tions that existed before South Africa was col -
oni sed. We also |learn about the history of
Africa and the rest of the world.

It is now ten years since we First decided

to build SOVAFCO. in South Africa, slogans
such as ’Liberation Now - Education Later’
have changed to nmeet the practical and

i deol ogi cal demands of the struggle to

becone ' Education for Liberation -

Peopl e’ s Education for People s Power’.



PEOPLES EDUCATI ON

FOR

PECPLES POWNER

WAV

by Jack Sinobns, Menber of the

ANC National Education Counci

"Peopl e’s Education’ is a slogan, a call for
a revolution in education which forns an
essential part of the revolution now taking
pl ace for a single, united, and denocratic
South Africa, providing rights and oppor-
tunities for all wonen and nen, regardless

of their colour, culture or creed.

To trace the origin ofthe thinking behind the
sl ogan one nust go back to the schoo
boycotts that began with the Soweto revolt

of lune 1976, and before that to the ANC s
canpai gn agai nst the 1953 Verwoerd plan to

i mpose Bantu Education on African school s

t hroughout the country.

The revol uti onary approach to an old pro-
blemoriginated with the Soweto Parents’
Crisis Cormittee formed in Cctober [985,

its offspring the National Consultative con-
ference of Decenber, and the Nationa
Education Crisis Committee (NECC) |aunch-

ed in Durban in March 1986.

The SPCC faced radical student activists

who were proposing that 1986 should be

" The Year of No Schooling . They dism ssed
the cautionary words of their parents as the
result ofa docility inbibed fromall their years
of Bantu Education. This radical student posi-
tion lost much of its potency when a brief
nessage was read to the conferencelt cane
fromthe ANC

6

The nessage took care not to direct con-
ference decisions, but stated clearly that
"Li beration before Education’ was not an

ANC sl ogan. Wiile saluting the youth for
their role in the resistance, the inplication
in the nmessage was cl ear; education shoul d
be incorporated into, rather than sacrificed
to the struggle. That sinple nessage was
enough to defuse the indehnite boycott
debate. So it was that together with the nass
student and youth organi sations, resol utions
were taken that the return to school be im
pl emented together with an anbiti ous pro-
gramme to institute People s Education for
Peopl e’ s Power, al ongside but in contradic-
tion to that of the regine. Not only woul d
the content of the subjects change but al so
the entire nethod of teaching. This is at the
same time an educational strategy and a
political one. Through Peopl e’ s Education
people will be nobilised and organi sed
towards the goal ofa non-racial, united and
denocratic South Africa; but at the sane
time through Peopl e’ s Education, to devel op
a new educational system People’ s Educa-
tion is part of the struggle for a non-racial
denocratic society, and strives therefore to:
Equip and train all sectors of our people to
participate actively and creatively in the
struggle to attain People’ s Power in order
to establish a non-racial denocratic South
Africa. it is one which elimnates capitali st
norns of conpetition, individualismand
stunted intellectual devel opment but en-



courages collective input and active par-
ticipation by all, as well as stimulating critica
thi nking and analysis. It will be an education
that prepares people for total human I|ibera-
tion; one which hel ps people to be creative,
to anal yse; that prepares people for full par-
ticipation in all social, political or cultura
spheres of society.

The stress is not only on a new or alter
native content for People’s Education, but on
teachi ng nmet hods which stinulate critica

t hought and anal ysis. People’s Education is
much nmore than Wite Education without

the racism | ndeed even Wite Education
shoul d be transfornmed to enconpass the
principles of People’ s Education. People’'s
Educati on should allow all students, parents,
teachers and workers to be nobilised into ap-
propriate organi sational structures which
enabl e themto enhance the struggle for
Peopl e’ s Power.

This is a process which can only be fully

achi eved when apartheid is abolished; it is
thus constantly changi ng and dynanic

Devel opnents at SOMAFCO have to an in-
creasi ng extent been coincident with those

in South Africa. It is in this way that
SOVMAFCO has not only becone the site of

an alternative educational establishment for
exiled South Africans, playing a pivotal role
in the overall strategy oftheANC for seizure
of power, but also an inportant platform
fromwhich to devel op, experinent w th and
adapt rudimentary forns of People’s

Educati on.

Two original textbooks for history and

devel opnent of societies have been witten
and the ANC has its own exam nation board

for these subjects, and also Literature in
English. Running a school in exile is beset
with difficulties which delay the devel opnent
of such radically new nethods of teaching

and the creation of new resources. Mre sig-
ni hcant advances and contributions from
SOMAFCO in the held of People’ s Educa-

tion have been linmted, in part, by problens
of communi cation with activists and educa-
tionalists in South Africa, and to sone extent
the conservati sm and i nexperience of

teachers trai ned under the South African
system and a curriculumlargely constrain-

ed by the requirenents of an external ex-

am nation board. There is a grow ng con-

sci ousness that SOVAFCO has an inportant

and tinmely role to play in the further devel op-
ment of resources and met hods of People’s
Education. Much is still to be done.

In South Africa in the face of terrible
restrictions and state terror the people re-
main resilient and increasingly creative in
their ability to continue the struggle on every
front. Although the organisational ability of
the NECC has been curtail ed, worl 6hops and
resource centres continue their work to a cer-
tain extent. The students together with the
nmass denocratic and trade uni on organi sa-
tions will continue to hnd new ways of strug-
gle. What is nmpost inmportant is unity.

In the near future we shall no doubt w tness
renewed student unrest.

It is South Africa’s youth to whomthe



future will belong and they are deterni ned
to make that future their own.



REFLECTI ONS
By Henry G WMakgot hi,
ANC Secretary for Education
From 1983- 1988
The keys to the hrst classroom bl ock at
SOVAFCO wer e handed over to nme at a
sinpl e cerenmony during the norning
assenbly ofthe College in Septenber 1981
My friend WIIlemvan Hardew j k, the Con-
struction Engineer on the site, and a man of
nore | ength in physique than in words, said
to me: '|I have the honour to hand over the
keys. The School is not for ne to hand over;
that is your responsibility to the peopl e of
South Africa., | accepted the keys on behal f
of the National Executive Commttee of the
African National Congress, and as the
Political Commi ssar of SOVAFCO and gave
themto the Principal.
In ny acceptance address to the staff and
students, | recalled how about 30 years
previously, | stood before the school where
| had taught in Pimville, Johannesburg (I was
officiating at the norning parade that day)
and greeted the norning assenbly with the
ANC sl ogan, Mayi buye (Cone Back). The
students responded vigorously with i Afrikal.
That was on the eve of the Defiance of Un-
just Laws Canpaign and | went on to speak
about the objectives of the canpaign
| knew then that this was illegal, but I also
knew t hat our students would not let me
down. Their response was an act of over-
whel mi ng support. | should nention,
however, that my Principal devel oped cold
feet and while | was tal king, tel ephoned the
white inspector, who was his immedi ate head.
He later told me that he nmerely wanted to
ensure that by reporting the incident he was
keepi ng hinself secure in his job
On that day in Septenber 1981, at
SOMAFCO, when | shout ed Mayi buye, the
staff and students replied w th equal vigour
i Afr/kal. SOVAFCO was conceived in the
spirit ofthe Freedom Charter and fromthis,
its founding nentors in the ANC s Nationa
Educati on Council enunciated the basic ains
and principles to gui de education at
SOVAFCO
To wal k along this path has not been sim
pl e, easier said than done, as | soon
di scovered. Fromthe ranks of the ANC and
from many countries abroad, cane brave and
dedi cated nen and wonen to support the
effort. They, together with our students were
touched by the idealismof Sol omon Kal ush
Mahl angu. He was hanged in April 1979, ten
years ago, but his spirit still burns hercely in
SOMAFCO and in South Africa. Qur pres
ence at SOMAFCO wi Il be tenmporary but
the flame he kindled will be everlasting.
(C Z' DXGZ#XFZ' Dl
Al M5 AND PRI NCI PLES
OF THE ANC EDUCATI ON POLI CY

a CEi XhE- DXC E' D)
0 To prepare cadres to serve the Nationa
Li beration Struggle of the people of South
Africa in the struggle for seizure of politica
power and in the post-liberation phase.
0 To produce such cadres as will be able to
serve society in all Fields, political, economc,



soci o-cul tural, educational and scientihc.
OPriorities will be dictated by the needs of
the liberatory struggle in the pre- and post-
i beration periods. |In pursuance of these ainms
we shall strive to

| . Develop an education that is revol u-
tionary, so that it is geared to producing

a new type of South African, dedicated

to serve the interests and the needs of the
South African people as a whol e.

2. Make it accessible to the mass of our
peopl e so that our educational pro-

gramme i s an on-goi ng process for both

young and old, irrespective of race, col-
our, sexvor creed.

3. Draw on the nobst advanced scientific

know edge and progressive cultural tradi-
tions of the people of South Africa and

the worl d.

4. Conbat the division between nmental and
manual training and the artificial separa-
tion of the arts and sciences.

5. Make it denocratic so that while obser-
ving the priority to inmpart basic know

| edge at each given level in each Held, the
programe shall promote the ful

creative and denocratic participation of
students, teachers and conmunity in al
educational activities.

6. Maintain dynanmi smso that the pro-

gramre of education shall develop in

keeping with the demands of the situa-

tion in a changi ng worl d.

PERSPECTI| VES

FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

by Seretse Choab

ANC Secretary for Education

One of the principal responsibilities of the
Educati on Department is the provision of
educational opportunities for the oppressed
and educati onal | y-di sadvant aged peopl e of
South Africa. In this respect the Departmnment
has al ready delivered a great deal

The establishment of SOVAFCO in 1979

was one ofthe mpbst inmportant nilestones in
the delivery of educational service to our peo-
ple. At SOVAFCO students receive an
education which prepares themfor training

at educational institutions of higher |earning
t hroughout the worl d.

At this stage it has become increasingly
clear that a greater part of the efforts of the
Educati on Departnment has to be directed
towards ensuring that SOVAFCO and the

ANC Devel opnent Centre at Dakawa

become centres of educational excellence. To
achieve this obiective a concerted effort has
to be made to recruit nore qualihed teachers
in order to enhance the quality of teaching.
The Departnent of Education has anot her
important task. This relates to the unfolding
struggl e for denmpcracy in education taking

pl ace within South Africa. This struggle for
denocracy in education is encapsulated in
the sl ogan: People’s Education for People’s
Power !

The Departnment has a responsibility to in-
vestigate and exam ne the concept of
"Peopl e’ s Education’ and also to contribute
to the on-going debate on education within
South Africa. It is the duty of the Education



Department to lead the struggle for alter-
native revol uti onary education, to help rehne
the concept of People’s Education and to give
this concept concrete and practical neaning.

7



THE CHARLOTTE MAXEKE

| C(xal " nterH LDREN S CENTRE i

Wn M" . The centre provides for the care and educa-
t’” b 7 tion olall pre primary school Children. There
| are day-care facilities for all the children aged
fromsix nmonths to three years, preparing

them for the nursery school. There is also a
boar di ng section for the young Children

whose parents are away on m ssions of the

ANC, or studying abroad, and for those who

have been orphaned by the struggle. There

is a special Children's kitchen and a cultura

hal | for assenblies and performances.

The children’s centre is naned after

Charl otte Maxeke, who was such a

courageous Fighter for liberation that Dr AB.

Xuma, at the Al Africa Convention in 1935,

call ed her ' The Mdther of African Freedomin

this Country’.

CHARLOTTE

MAXEKE

CHI LDREN S

CENTRE

The NUI ' SQW School Choir



The nursery school first started in 1980 in
a one-rooned house in Mrogoro, the

nearest town to what is now SOVAFCO

Later we transferred to the already over-
crowded primary school at SOVAFCO

but it was only in 1984 that we were able

to nove into our current purpose-buiit

prem ses which formpart of the Charlotte
Maxeke Children’s Centre.

There are four units, each of which has a

| arge conmon-activities room art room
acadeni ¢ room sl eeping and play room and
toilets with hand basins and showers.

The school caters for about 140 chil dren

bet ween the ages ofthree and six years. Many
of these are permanent boarders living in
specially-buiit dormtory houses.

We have seven trained teachers and el even
untrai ned but enthusiastic staff nmenbers who
are planning to study abroad. W aimto give
the Children the basic know edge that they
will need at the primary school, and to teach
themthe norals and cul ture oiour society.
The syl | abus consists of basic nuneracy,
Engl i sh | anguage skills, health and safety, art,
craft and cul ture.

The teachers have a very difhcult task
because these Children have very specia
needs. Some of them come from stressfu
backgrounds, havi ngsuffered the | oss ofone
THEMBI WANA

NURSERY SCHOOL TEACHER

Thenmbi, 33, left South Africa in i 979 and
came to SOVAFCO i n 1982

"l had never been to school before due to the
raci st reginels acts. Ever since | have been at
SOVAFCO, | have been attendi ng Adult
Education classes, in order to contribute bet
ter to the struggle.

When | first came here | started working in
our garnent factory, but | devel oped an in-

terest in chiidren. | joined the nursery schoo
in 1983. In those days we were using an old
renovat ed house. In | 985 | went on a year’s

course to Sweden and | hope to go to schoo
again. W are also able to share our ideas here
with teachers who visit and who are working
here with us.

| aminpatient for South Africa to be free

so that even the people at home can see what
the ANC has done here.’

or both of their parents, the sudden separa-
tion fromthe people and area they nay have
been living in before com ng here, and the
probl ems of acclimatising to an environment
that is hot, and fraught with di seases like
mal ari a whose aftereeffects debilitate nany
of the small children, even after recovery.
We cherish the teachi ng resources donated
from abroad and al so create our own from
material s avail able. W | ay enphasis on those
material s that devel op eye-hand co-

ordi nation and nne notor skills. These

chil dren demand our care and attention and

it is a very special person that has both the
| oving patience and the ability to give our
Chi l dren what they deserve.
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The primary school was initially neant for

a small popul ation ofchildren who In 1 980

nunbered only 50. Today there are nore

than 350 and this figure is increasing every

year. The new prinmary school buildings were

occupi ed in 1986, which alleviated the

severe overcrowding in the old cl assroons

and thus greatly inproved conditions for

both pupils and staff. Even now, as nunbers

increase there is a need for nore cl assroons

to be built and for nore playground space,

not to nention the need for sporting facilities

and resource centres for teaching.

Staf hng the school has al ways been a huge

problem W have had sone speciali st

vol unteers from abroad, but the Swedish in-
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te national Devel opnent Agency (SIDA), has

hel ped to train several ANC cadres on one

year teacher training schenes in Sweden,

fo | owed by supervised teaching practice here

at SOVAFCO

The fundanental task of a primary schoo

is to make children literate and numerate and

tc help them acquire other basic skills. At our

SC |l ool young children nust becone literate

in their second | anguage _ a chall engi ng task

fO students and teachers. W spend a con-

si der abl e ampunt of tine creating and

reproduci ng rudi nentary teaching materials

ard aids. This work is done by teachers out-

si de of school hours.

But schools do nore than C assroom

teaching. I ndeed our school is a very specia

one with the task of producing, '...a new type

of South Africani At our staff meetings we

have to ask ourselves what this means, and

we have | ooked to the Freedom Charter for

sone answers.

Many of our children enjoy reciting the

Freedom Charter - but we have asked for

much nore than this. W want the children

to bring the nessage of the Charter right in-

to the classroom the playground and the

conmunity. This is where Peace and Friend-

ship shall begin. And how shall we Share the

Land? - Anmong Those Who Wrk | t! So site

wor k and general maintenance ofthe schoo

are an integral part ofthe curriculumin which
2Wh



teachers and the pupils plan and carry out

the work together. This is not the only way
we try to conmbat the division between men-

tal and nmanual training. Teachers together
with their young carpenters and craft workers
produce attractive and useful | anpshades,
baskets, pelmets and the like for the
dormitories.

We often wal k to the workshops, the farm

the horticultural section, the building site -
| ear ni ng about work and the environment.

W nmay take a class on a nature walk, to | ook
at the river, the mountain plants, at the
African plain. A lesson on the savannah once
rapi dly changed into a | esson on snakes! And
one visit to the farmresulted in paintings of
5 W. X

children and teachers fleeing froma swarm

of bees!

Afternoon clubs are an inportant part of

the extra-curricular activities and we have a
nunber of established clubs |ike the Nel son
Mandel a Mountain Bush C ub (which has
recently received a snall bus and sone cam

pi ng equi prent from Sweden) and pen

friend, gymastic, art and craft and sports
clubs. Alnost three-quarters of the primary
school pupils live in the dormitories as per-
nmanent boarders, and this does pose

enormous difficulties.

In Decenber 1988, there was a specia
programe to organi se holidays off the cam
pus in Tanzania and in Zanbia for the
children, which, iffunds permit, will remain
an integral part of the school programe.

Al most 90% of the children in the upper
primary and secondary schools live in the dor-
mtories. Wiile sone of them have one parent
at SOVAFCO, many have none. It is thus the
responsibility of the whole comunity, but
nore especially the teachers and the boarding
staff, to becone | parents’ to these children
This is really very difficult because this is no
ordi nary boardi ng school; it is both school and
hone for many of the children

Denni s (Baboo) Septenber -

Principal of the Primary School since | 982.

[



When the Sol onon Mahl angu Freedom

Col l ege was first conceived, inmrediate em
phasis was pl aced on devel opi ng the Secon-
dary School. Today, ten years later, the
school has several other divisions, including
the orientation centre at Dakawa, and has
becorme pan of a huge conpl ex that has

devel oped into a lively comunity.

It is quickly obvious to the new student at
SOMAFCO, and even to the nany visitors

from abroad and even South Africa, that
SOMAFCO is no ordinary school. This is not
just because it is both hone and school for
hundreds of exiles in an unfaniliar environ-
ment, but al so because of the vibrant com
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bi nati on of political, cultural and acadenic
life. SOMAFCO is also unique in that the ob
jective ofthe school is not just to teach, but
together with the comunity that has grown
with it, to repair the danmage done to the
students by the apartheid regi ne. Many of

the students and even sone of the teachers
have problenms in adaptingto a new environ-
ment; sone feel honesick, others are
recovering fromthe stress and tension ofthe
sudden, often clandestine departure from
their hones, and still others are trying to cope
with the long-termtrauma after torture and
detention. Adding to these probl ens,

newconers to the region are faced with un-
fam liar and sonetines fatal tropical diseases
such as malaria. It is difhcuit to inmagi ne these
probl ens from afar but in SOVAFCO t hey

are sinply an everyday reality. The teacher

at SOMAFCO has to face tremendous

demands with few appropriate resources.
Speci al i sed general history and South African
hi story books have recently been witten by
two of the teachers, but this is only a begin-
ning. English is the medium of instruction
since this is the |language that we are forced
to operate in nationally and internationally,
but it is the second | anguage of nobst of the
students. If we had the resources all the na-
tional |anguages woul d be taught. And then
the teaching staff face other difficulties.

Ei ghty percent ofthe 350 secondary |eve



LRY SCHOOL

(G&Z-WK Zi XG Ei Xt -Z#XFZ Ki: EEO

students are over the age of | 8, sixty percent
of whom are above 20 years old, but there

are also 12 and | 3-year-olds in the sane

cl asses. Many of the students need renedi a
attention to be able to recover fromthe

| egacy ofthe regime’s Bantu Education, and

to rise to the standards of the London CCE
exam nati on board and be eligible for further
study abroad. Many teachers will cone out

of school at 4pm and then spend tine giv-

ing extra | essons. Teachers from Tanzani a and
Zambi a, sponsored by UNESCO, have

recently joined the staff. And there is still a
need for specialist renedial teachers. It is
hoped that the recruitnment programes

conbined with the efforts to train and

upgrade the South African staff will lead to

si gni hcant devel opments at the school

The students broaden their political and

soci al awareness in literature, history and
devel opnent of societies classes that are ex-
am ned by an i ndependent ANC exam na-

tion board. Every night the students run their
own news session at which the day’s news,
nonitored regularly, is read. A general discus-
sion follows. Wth very limted facilities the
students produce inmagi native, and thought -
provokl ng cultural performances with

theatre, nusic, songand dance. Many ofthe
students were | eading activists in South Africa
and take responsibility for organising aspects
of the school adm nistration. The students

al so performthe routi ne nai ntenance and

Cl eaning of the school and its surroundings.
The students elect their own executive to run
the student council, with its 17 sub-
conmittees that take responsibility for

di scipline, health, entertai nnent, and ot her
student and general school affairs.

Most of the students and staff are con-

scious that their task is not just to teach and
| earn but to inplenent the education policy
ofthe African National Congress, to build on

t he advances nade at honme, and to take their
rightful place in the struggle and in the free
South Africa of tonorrow

13
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Tembi si zwe, student at the

SOMAFCO Secondary Schoo

A5 a political activist | think SOVAFCO has

an inportant bearing on the devel opnent of

our struggle. SOVAFCO is not a separate en-
tity, but rather it is one of the fronts that the
ANC has enbarked on, that is the academnic
devel opnent of our people. In so far as we are
deprived of the right to education in South
Africa, SOMAFCO is an alternative to the
present inferior systemof Bantu Education
which is not based on the will and interest of
the people. Wth Bantu Education we had to

pay fees irrespective of whether our parents
could afford themor not. In the natura

sci ences we | earned the experinents in our

THE LI BRARY

The buil ding was conmpleted in |ate 1985,

and furni shing and book processing took

pl ace in June 1986, when the library was

rel ocated froma single classroom Books have
been acquired through donations from al

over the world, and alnost 10 000 books

have been catal ogued ready for use. It is un-
fortunate that many of the books are out-
dated or inappropriate and so there is still a
need for nmore nodern and rel evant stock

The library is run by an ANC |ibrarian who
returned fromstudies in Hungary, a Finnish
vol unteer librarian, and several ANC
assistants. Five of the assistants have com
pleted their certihcate course in Tanzani a.
Anot her ANC cadre has been sent abroad

and ot her students have al so shown an in-
terest in library science.

The attached cultural hall is already well
used. Material has been collected to initiate
the archive collection, and equi prent has

al so been donated for an audi o-vi sual section
The aimis for the library to develop as a func-
tional information and recreational centre for
t he whol e comunity.
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| aboratories here and we can see for ourselves
what happens.

Here you nnd that you are working com
munal |y, that is having the assistance of the
teachers and the comunity, unlike at hone
where the reginme has tried to isolate parents,
teachers and students. But here we are cl ose
to our teachers, because we are bonded by the
sane interests at heart. W live next to them
and at the sanme time within the comunity.

You nnd here that if you have problens

academ cally, there is no conpetition to be the
best student. We hel p each other and see to

it that those who are able, help others to cope.
O course one does think of hone, but ny

heads only, but at SOVAFCO we have the
presence here is not only for nmy own benelit;
whet her ny parents are accepting it or not,

ny being here is also for their benent and for
our people at hone. W have |earnt |essons
fromour |eaders. Nel son Mandel a has been
isolated fromhis fanmily for nore than 25
years. For nyself it is only a few years without
them So far the ANC is doing everything to
ensure that | live up to the required standards.
| have free education, pocket nopney,
everything and the chance to continue school -



ing to the very linmit. To cone here is a tac-
tical retreat, a chance to devel op nyself
academcally. It is a comm tnent on another
front, so that in the near future I'll be a nore
| earned person, ready for the ANC to depl oy

nme in whatever field they decide.
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Zandi, a student at

SOVAFCO Secondary Schoo

Istill have contact with ny parents and they
tell nme that nost of ny friends are not at
school ; sone school s were burned, so even

after the boycotts many are not back at school
VWile | amin exile ny parents have great hopes
for me, so | amencouraged to work very hard

| m ss home very much, but since | amgetting

a good education | know that | nust cope.

never thought that | could be friendly with ny
teachers, like now,- at hone | wouldn’t have

ny teacher interview ne, asking about school
When we’ ve got problens, our teachers under-
stand. W have a choice here, we can even
choose to do science. At hone the boys were
taken for agriculture and we had to do sew ng.
Here | feel free to say whatever | want to

At honme we had prefects and class nonitors.

It was as if they were trading with the teachers
and reporting us. They represented the

teachers to us nore than us to the teachers.

At home we were hghting for a students
representative council at our school, but when
I came here | found that it was normnal

Social life here is hard beca use you Find that
we are all fromdifferent areas of South Africa,
and so at nrst it can be difficult to cope. Wen
I was at honme | thought of my country, |

t hought ofnmy province. | never thought that
people were different. Now |l mx w th anybody
that | think can be ny friend but not eveiyone
is like that. Oherw se the problens that | have
fromtinme to tinme are the probl ens of any
femal e teenager anywhere in the world, and

| take that to be nornal. Sometines since we
are far fromhone, and live together, there are
days when we get honesick. Sonetines you

wake up and sonebody is npody. You don't
understand why, only to hnd that she is think-
ing of home, or facing some individual pro-

bl ems. You just have to get used to these things
and take themto be normal. | know that these
are problens that can be solved, then they do
not seem so serious to ne.
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Li nda, a student at

SOMAFCO Secondary School

Here in SOVAFCO, in exile, we feel the

di stance between oursel ves and our parents.

At | east at home you are in a position to con-
sult your parents and they can advise you, but
here since we are so nany it is not possible
for the ANCto help us in the same way. In

your studi es sonetines you face difficulties
because you may be thinking about your

parents, or sone general frustrations, and it
af fects your studies; sonme people even prefer
to stop school and choose an alternative like
vocati onal training.

| was still at secondary school when | |eft
South Africa. It was a typical African school
no whites were all owed. Sonetinmes there were
white teachers, but these were nostly soldiers
on |l eave from Nami bia. My Afrikaans teacher

was a soldier. It affected us having the soldiers
in the schools because it was very difficult to
organi se agai nst Bantu Education. It was very
easy for themto beat us because they could



organi se the police and army very quickly.
Here at SOVAFCO t herels no question

about it. There, if the student doesn't under-
stand, the teacher will punish him Here, if you
have a probl emthe teacher will explain to you,
as an individual, until you understand. At
hone | was doing only social science subjects
because | thought that | couldnlt cope with
natural science. Here at SOVAFCO | have al

the encouragenent to do natural science and

| can do it. This year |'Il be doing ny GCEs.
If I could neet anybody from hone they

woul dn’t believe it.
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| saac Mogots

SOVAFCO t eacher

| saac conpleted his secondary education at
SOVAFCO in 1981, and went on to

graduate with a master’s degree in history at
a university abroad. He returned to SOVAFe
COin 1987, and is now a nmenber of the
teaching staff.

SOMAFCO has grown in every way since

| first came here in 1980. Those days there
was an acute shortage of teachers, and even
food was scarce. We | ooked forward to the
construction of proper classroons and only
dreamed of the wonderful science |aboratories
that are in use today. There was a one-room
clinic, a far cry fromthe nodern hospital of
today. My greatest nenory of those days was
the care the | eadershi p accorded us. Baba
Moses Mabhi da, Henry Makgot hi, and Jack

Si nons were always visiting us in the dor-
mtories, ready to tal k and exchange i deas.
Who anong us will ever forget the President,
OR Tambo, conducting the SOVAFCO choir

Jack Simons’ tal ks on anthropol ogy, Andrew
Masondo sinplifying conpl ex mat hemati cs,

and i ndeed Joe anbi with his infectious op-
timsmas he related the latest news fromthe
hone front? Perhaps the greatest |esson | have
| earned so far is to understand that

SOMAFCO i s call ed upon to produce not only

"l earned’ people, but also, simltaneously,
cadres comritted to a dehnitive politica
cause, and that SOMAFCO shoul d represent

a prototype school as envisaged in the
Freedom Charter, and in the ANC education
policy. It remains a daunting task, but one that
we have to neet with unrivalled optimsm For
us this is an honourable contribution to the
struggl e of our people.
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Mohamed Tikly, Director of the

SOVAFCO Canpus, 1983-1987

We are trying to create here, in sinple terns,
a new person, a new type of South African

who will be dedicated to denocratic val ues,
who will be non-racist in his or her perception
of society and al so be conmtted to socia
justice. The system of Bantu Edueation by con-
trast, is one which is racist and discrinm natory
and creates a nmentality anobngst South
Africans which creates divisions anongst our
peopl e. Qur education, on the other hand, is
intended to create unity, a united people who
wi Il have respect for the cultural differences
that exist in South Africa.
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John Car neson,

SOVAFCO t eacher

SOMAFCO has al ways been consi dered an
alternative to Bantu Education. SOVAFCO
represents the mai nstream desire of bl ack
South Africans for a good education for their
children. But apart fromthe students,

SOVAFCO has becone a proving ground for

our engineers, architects, farners, people who
