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DoNT, SPREAD
MA‘LAst LIE!

a M k ‘
HE ruling clause! in our poun-

T try knov/Ithat it is in their
interests to keep the People con-

fused about the meaning of cer-

f‘*tain Words. The philosophy of our

rulers is based on many false-

hoods, and theyr'have been very
cl Vet .‘iti‘,:mati‘a' n f
w le ebufltry ec o .g he ijh‘la
mbst important of thesejhes‘.‘ 1

«The ' most lmbortlnt "word “the ~-

South Afrlean rulers use to spread

thelr poisonous philosophy ls

"' “race." They say there are diferh

ent races and some races are born

‘ Interior to others. They tell: of I

“Bantu race” and I “White race.”

'I‘Everybotly except the supporters

of apartheld knows that sclenfifl-

cally' thls le sheer rubbish. .

But the rulers have an_ enor-

- mous power to spread their false

ideas. *They control the news-

papers, the schools. most. of,the

churches, the radio Everywhere

you hear this word "race."
‘ Even we, the vpeople against

whom the whole Idea behind thls
false word “nce’? ls I powerful
weapon of the destruction of lib-

erty—we ourselvesstart using this

word. By doing lo we assist In
spreadlng the phllosOphy whlch

‘lteeps no In slavery. o. ‘

_ ‘That is obviously somethin We
should stop doing—and quuc ly.

. for if,‘ when we; discuss; our
liberation, We use a meaningless
Word, our -whole discussion is in
danger of becoming‘ meaningless.

When we call for"'an end .to

“,raee discrimination" or for ‘fracial
harmony" we are not using the
best words.» And because ,0 ‘
"we tinakeviit possible: fer'people
who‘ look. deep into ,the‘ghieamng

“of'What We say to b&ome _con-‘
fused. And for those who do not

” get ",the 1‘

‘ should coi-ne out of these festivals.
‘ Youth will have the oppor-
tunity of seeing something of the
great cultural wealth of the 'Afri-
can people. They should be given
the opportunity of understanding
how the oppressors have sought
to destroy African culture and
even the African languages,-

“ The festivals wlll make It clear
for the participants whet terrible
attacks are being launched
against the national culture; of
the people of our country.

It is clear, then, that the festi-
vals will go further than‘an amor-

phous idea of “harmony.” They
will show how important it is that
the different national groups
should have the opportunity to
study and speak their own tongue,
write theirown literature, develop

their cultural heritages.

More, they will make sections
of the youth who are unconscious
of the deliberate assault on the
cultures of our peoples aware of,

and indignant at. this crime. The
youth must leave the festival de-
termined to abolish national op-
pression. If they do not the festi-
vals will not havesucceeded. A

l .'

For some people there is a

. taint of suspicion about the word
“nationalism." They associate it
with the narrow-mmded, greedy.
rapaciousness of modern-day Afri-
kaner nationalism.

But that is not people‘s
nationalism. That is the national-

. ism of the nagrow-rninded. greedy,-

thls ., ra acious capitalist class.
, by is it pro essive .to foster
a spirit of peo e‘s.nationahsm?

’ What is it that s ould be fostered?

. .The,most important, thing we .

'l°°k “91519 fi33mhke'fl‘dimcultflo}. ’Tmust ""enc0urage is' a 1 thriving

 

obtain ‘th ‘elear; ufidgrstghding ‘
the‘trufh." - ' ‘ -‘ 4‘ ’: ‘

' “RACIAL “Amour:
THE‘ youth ’festival =’cbmmittees

' u haVe asta slogan,"‘For Racial
Harmony." That‘s .Ve nice, and
we wanted to write t is editorial
explaining what a'good idea it is.
That‘s w ere the trouble began.

If. these different groups com-

ing together at ,the festival ,aren‘t
3. ”races," then it's mot raulal har-
?‘ motty that's'c’omin out of the

festival. Don'tuthin we're quib-
hling and~»~t_hnt‘ everyone know“
what they_mea_n when they talk
abodt racial hfirmhny.‘ The fact is

the meaningaot the'festivalp ,
1.Ifl,.the difierent groups aren't

raees what are .they? They‘re
national groups, And if you think
of them that wa your ideas flow
asily into the n ht direction. No
ne is likely to t ink of develop?-

‘fraclal" heritage. ,
‘ ' Bot all of us In drawn by the
thought ‘ or developing 0dr
nationaltnltores, of bulldlng oh

.4. our nationIl-herlhge. i4" of Its
a: haw.- healthy‘natlona pride. ;

.ct’EorLtt'SSNn-toNAusM t
THB‘erstivatl’t’t ?re , a_ wonggrfu‘}

‘.. o portnni or young ut
Africans ofall national group: to
con- .together in_friendship and
equality; to (make known to, others
their 'roWn national cultures, and
to. see something otrthe national
cultures of their, fellows. ' '.
"This 'splrit of healthy nhtiohai-
isin is a gregfessive forge. It is h '

. pebp ’s nationalism; proud of. ih'
owntEOple‘s‘dchievemeots, but re-
spec‘ I o thb 'rikhts 'o! ' other
nationalitie 'an‘d eager'to benefit
from the"best aspects of the col-
ttirEs;’bf others;: It 'is nimbletely
different -fro’tn 'the tieh mans
nationalism, whichtseeks ~to op-
press the peoplesyof other nation-
a ties; orbproflt—the. nationalism

é‘ 7 Id H 4.6, .... .' .

'3' hrthei en, ietthnhelpi
m Jj' ,.

that ,this.\incom:ct. term obscures '

ing their "raelal"’t:ulture' ot- their

a ght pfflwhat

,national culture. v

Our Zulu poets must.sing sagas
of liberation in their mother
tongue—the people must rock With
'laughter at Sotho satires on the
Nate. Let our very folk dances ex-
emplify a kick in the ants for
Malan and our music t e drum—
beats of freedom. 3

The greatrexaltation which fills
a man's body when he knows he
is fighting for freedom must not
be confined to the relatively small
section of our people who are able
to read the news of liberation in
Advance. Great flowering national
cultures must carry the ideas of
freedom into every kraal. hessian

' shanty and pon'dokkie in terms the
people an understand.

“I: need has been. récognlsed
by t e9Cnpe African-National
Congress, who, while calling on
every African to read and supnort
Advance, point with regret at the t
absence of n liberation paper In
the Atrican language.

[ADVANCE WILL MAKE A
' sum

Advahce is written in English '
because that is the lam age that
can be understood by e ements of
all national groups. But what a
great day it will belwhen Advance
appears also in African language
editions!

This Is up‘ to our finders.“ ls '
only .Advance Whlch could pos-"
siblyt carry out such an under-
taklng at present.
people want It enough to be pre-

And if the l

pared to make it possible, it will ‘
be done.

Meanwhile, we remind readers
that if they wish to express their
Views through our columns and

- are unable to do so adequately in
English they may write. in their
own language and we will ensure
translation.

“is necessary for us tol. hay
more attention to; this. factor.

of Aso'rgreit : ilnp'ortad‘cé‘, to the
futuredevelopment of the libera-

\

' mm ‘A. M. Khalifa,
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ADVANCE post"
RECRUIT FOR C.l.D. ?

From K. P. Nohotzl, Limerick
Road, Crawford.

The chairman of the Athlone
Vigilance Association, Mr. D.
Nonkon ana, 'has recently pub-
lished In the ‘Cape Times an
article saying, that the Vigilance
bodies should he “non—polltical."

Mr. Nonkonyana says these‘as-
sociations should do away with
politics precisely because the
members support Ray Alexander.
They support her because she
fights for full democratic rights.

Members of the Nyanga Vigil—
ance Association expelled their
chairman because he said the
same -as‘ Mr. Nonkonyana. The
same may happen to him. Before
this happens I wish to advise him
to resign from any civic group and
become a member of the C.l.D.

U OK i

IN OUR LIFE-TIME
From Z. Z. Mallndi, >Umzimlculu,
Thornton Road, Athlone.

71 would like to tell my learned
journalists of the Cape Times and
Mr. Nonkonyana that it is not the
Vigilance Associations that want
to force the Africans to vote one
way or the other but the Minister
of Justice, Mr. Swart.

According to a statement by
Mr. Alan Paton, a Liberal Party
Government would not want to
wipe out all the diflerences be‘
tween people, but it would help
them to think less about them.
Poor Mr. Paton is trying to ap-:
peasc the White electorate in pre-
paration for the commg provincial
elections. No, Mr. Paton, we, the ‘
Africans, want all the differences
between people wiped out and
freedom for all in our life-time,
not in the next 300 years.

0 O t

,ARE THEY NOT
". , AFRICANS '.’

\

Rande-
boech, Cape. .
I was terribly‘shocked by the

' faction fight at Retreat.
Comrades, what is wrong with

these people? Are they not Afri-
cans? Why do they divide and
fight each other? Our A.N.C.
leaders are standing on theimoun-
tain calling upon Africans to join
in the African people's struggle.
Why do these people defy the‘
policy of the A.N.C.?
 

tory movement. We must study
and understand fully the forces of
progressive nationalism a n d
utilise them in the struggle for
freedom.

And obviously we must begin
by taking care not to spread the
false "race" ideas by careless use
ol’ words. From this Issue Advance
will make a start 11 paying par-
ticular care to avo dlng the ter-
mlnology of the oppressors. Our
readers are Ielted to lteep a sharp
watch and to write us their criti-
cisms every time we sllp.

But, of_ course, there is still far
more to it than that.

It would be simple if all that
wax required was to change the
word “racial" to “national." We
have to gras the whole vitally im~
portant di erenee between the
concepts. « '

Would you believe it?—in spite
of the fact that every one of us
talks of a “national liberator-y
struggle," of "nationalism,” of
:‘nation" and of “national group,"
if a number of us were to come
‘together in public to-day‘ to say
what exactly we uhderstand by
the term "national group” there
would [probably be as- many
opinions as people.

The urgent- problem that is
spotlighted is this. Our national

- liberatory movement will stumble

, understanding of
, question. i

and falter unless we have a-clear
the national

. 'It is an urgent bolitical task to
open the widest discussion. The
columns of 'out‘fiewtipapér will
play an important part in this. _

  
“HAD I foreseen later developments possibly I would not

have resigned," declares progressive trade unionist

Morris Kagan in a frank reply to a critic. This exchange of

letters through Advance Post will be of absorbing interest

to everyone concerned with the trade uniori‘mov'etnent.

MORRIS KAGAN’S RESIGNATION

From Anonymous, Johannesburg
(Name and address supplied).

I note from your issue of March

11 that Mr. Morris Kagan has re-
signed from the National Excel;-
tive Committee of the South Atri-
can Trades and Labour COUIICII.
The ,reasons given _by him,

namely, that the majority of the
NBC. are pre aring to abandOn

the non-colour ar policy pursued
by the T.L.C. during the last 30
ears and that he would therefore

have “nothing to do with it" strike
one as a little curious, to say the
least. He also mentions that “he
would fight this move with all his
might."

I challenge Mr. Kagan to prove
his assertion that he‘ is, in fact,
fighting this move with all his
might h following tactics of the
kind he has used. Does he honestly-
believe that he is strengthening
the fight for the retention of the
30-year-old principle of allowing
all bona fide trade unions aflilia-
tion to the T.L.C. b abandoning
a position on a boEy of the im—
portance of the N. .C.'! Has he
not strengthened the tendencies he
alleges exist among the majority
of its members? Does he not con-
sider that moves of this sort must
be fought on all platforms. both
inside and outside official com-e
mittees? What infifience will he ‘
have on the NBC. now? Has he
not, in fact, left the field clear to
those who would undo something
that has worked for 30 years and
is, in fact, more essential now than
ever? There can be no doubt that
he has deserted his post at an
important hour in the labour his-
tory of South Africa.

Further, will Mr. Kagan tell
your readers whether'he consulted
with the union or unions who
delegated him to the last annual
conference of the T.L.C.? Did he
receive their approval for his
action and. if so, what body or
bodies of this union (or these
unions) expressed their npproyal,
and when? Did he consult the re-
cently held national conference of
the National Union of Distribu-
tive workers? Was a vote taken
on this matter there?

I must express in amazement
that you could pubish this type
of news without adding an com-
ment or the comments 0 other
trade unionists. ' I

WHY I RESIGNED

It‘rom M. K‘agan, PO. Box 7135,
Johannesburg.

There is a lot in your regret-
tably anonymous correspondent‘s

arguments, and I wish I could
have had the value of his advice
before I resigned. I am not saying
that I would not have resigned in
that event, but perhaps, who
knows?

I admit that on principle it is
wrong to resign, and events since
my resignation have shown up the
disadvantages of having done so, ,
but these developments could not
have been foreseen. I am refer-
ring to the move by the SA. Fed-
eration of Trade Unions to re-
vive the Council of Trade Union
Federations. ‘This move was ob-
viously designed to save the S.A.
Federation from a serious split
and to counter the other move
among certain trade unions,

namely. that of forming au‘en-
tirely new co-ordinating body,
consisting of the right wing unions
of the T.L.C. and the (former)
dissidents of the S.A. Federation.

but excluding the African unions.

As a result. the split in‘ithe S.A.
Federation has been healed (tor

» ..,’:
the tin» beiqs. at any nte),\sn

. .
entree

-by remaining a frustrate

the T.L.C. right wingers are n
obliged to abandon their
scheme for startin a new col-
bat eo-ordinating 0 until sI
time as they can ”rely new 5
port from unions outside
T.L.C. This is not likely to h
pen very soon. Had I anticipn
this development I doubt v
much if I would have resigned

I realise that had I still becv
member of the National Execw
Committee of the T.L.C. to-du
would have been able to 1
some ?rogressive part. At
time o my resignation, howc
I did not consider that this -
any.longer pOssible, and felt ll
in the light of the circumstalv
prevailing at that time, I Ch
serve a better purpose outside
N.E.C. My main reason‘ werc
follows:—

1. Since the beginning of
year I found myself in a mino
of one on the NBC, that is
so far as the major issues
policy were concerned. Under
Erevailing conditions I saw
ope of ever making an imp

sion on the other members of
committee. The attitude of
majority towards any critio
whether from inside or outside
N.E.C.. became more and n
hostile and uncompromising.

2. I have had some troublet
the manner 11 which I was bl
reported in the minutes of
N.E.C. meetings, which on oi
sions could have been interpn
to mean that I was agreeing \
the_views of the majority. wl
policies. however, I oppo
Although I succeeded in get‘
corrections made to all tl
minutes. somehow the incor
versions were receiving publi
among trade unionists outside
N.E..C., _and I found that l
hemg misquoted and misrepo
in progressive trade union. cin
Objectionable majority decis
of the N.E.C. were held aga
me. It is difficult. if not iml
sible, to insist on every occa‘
that one’s particular manner
voting be recorded-in the minl
The position was even worse \\
I was obliged to miss cer
meetings of the NBC. owinr
pressure of other work. In
tabsence of any other member \
might advocate my point of l
on the NBC. unanimous decis‘
were sometimes taken which
not meet with the a‘pproyal
progressive trade unionists,
which, because they were un
mous, were held against me. I
an awkward defence to have
plead that you had missed
particular meeting or meetin

3. As a member of the NJ
I was not entitled to ventilate
opposition to the N.E.C.‘s p0
through the medium of the Pl
Only the president and gen
secretary of the T.L.C. are allu
to give Press statements conc
mg the work of the N.E.C.
N.E.C. member who disreg:
this fact may find himself h
disciplined b the NBC. Even

' speech at t 1: recent' eonfen
of the N.U.D.W. came under
A COPY of the Press report of

speech was circulated
all members of the N.E.C. I
clear to me that the intention
to “deal with me." I resigned
fore’the meeting at which the
‘CUSSIOD concerning my speech t
place. I felt, therefore. that l’
dom to cnticise the N.E.C. in

.. progressive Press and at It
union meetings would be of
greater value in fighting for

.retention of the T.L.C.‘s ,tr
tionel no-colour-ba'rjlpoéicy. I

men
of the N.E.C. ‘

V t .-


