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THE SOUTH AFRI CAN ARMY

BY (:trmmtt. NORMAN L DOD!)

In twelve years thc Suuth African Arny has grown froma small. poorly
equi pped and undcr-munnui scnt-purt tinc organisation to a highly
effective forcu, well housed, well trained and with a host Of ncw
vchicl cs, weapons and cquipntcnt. |’ hc arns enbargo. the threat On the
South West Africal/ Nam hia harder and the coll apse of the Smith regi ne

i n Zi nhbabwc havc greatly ntrcuscd thc proportion of the gross nationa
product spent on d_cfcncc. The increase in the | ength of National Scr-
vicc t0O twu years, the cxtcnsiun of thc nunbcr of days full tint service
which the rcscrvist nmust carry out and the Iength of tine he must spend
on a reserve have inproved the training and readi ness of’thc Arnmy and
reserves.

Maj or CGecnecral (j |I. Miring, thc Deputy Chief of the Arny, told

the witer that thc (hrcut of a cunmicnlional attack upon the Republic
,was al ways prqgscnt but the principal concern in 1983 is that of
"insurgent and tcrnrist upcrutions”, 501116 of themon the borders
bei ng on a cunsidcrnhlc scale. "Ithc arny is therqfore organised so that
conventional brigudcs and divisions could be put into the field at short
notice by calling up (Litimm |I-torcc units. Border operations are carried
out by national scrvicc whttc units and by col oured, black and indian
units carrying out vuluntury national service assisted by a nunber of
callcd-up Ctizen FUrCc units Local dcfcncctis the taskttf thc hont
bascd’ Commando units Supporlcd hy Citizen Force or national service
units if requircd

At tthQ SADF it Was stressed that in 1983 the arny is much nore

of a national force thztn cver hcforc; all colours, races and crccds are
now juvolvecd in the defence of thc Republic. Universal national service
for the white popuhllinn. thc cnlistncnt of |arge nunbers of non-

whites and thc iHC L' Il Sng enlistnent tuf wontn-as vol unteers has
ensured that most of (hL’ popul ati on has sone, interest in thc’ army.
According to Tht' .Hilinmy Bal ance 1982/83 the totalarmy Strength

" on activc duty is about 67,400 of which sonth4.’ 500 arc non-white.
Approxi mately 15,500 are ntnbcrs of the Permanent Force (long term
regul ar officers’ and NCOS); there are 2,000 wonen and about 50, 000

Nati onal Serviceman. (Zall-Ups take place twi ce a year (January and
July) although the majority of conscripts report in January. The forces
are admini stered, and in sont cases controlled .for |ocal security

' purposes, by nine Territorial Conmands but the field forces operationa
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regiments, mainly Ctizen.)rce, are organised into

rnrrmiuns, The 1185 Mlitary Balance |lists one corps head-

w'll'l 1JIl"ismal HQ@ (one armoured and, one infantry) and

"' 5. gm HQ The latter conprise one arnoured brigade of two

tank 1111l tIm.ZIH | (Ratel) carried infantry. one ni echani sed brigade of
one Ik :Inll thrL-e MCV carried infantry battalidns and four rilQor-

isetl III1l;1111rl brigades each of three infantry battalions and one
ri1llleLl’ Il c.lr battalion iof |I-l1lands. Al thevbrigadcs. have their own
suppnrnng IlIrl 11 CFl’. engineers and logistic units. There is al so one
parachute |)rl11.!;1tlt’ which has one Permanent Force/ National Service
[);2111. 2 Inl 2. It1lI-11" part uf the Panrehute School. and two Citizen Force
thlulinns, .1 lhird is being forned. These C: battalions are manned by

NS men W1U |1 1.11"k’ carried out their natinnle service with the PF batta-|I
[im .1111l bl- I"nlunteers. The brigade is supported by parachute trained
artillm1l .111Il other supporting units.

15w . Irlll1l ,11sn has a special recce unit, nine field and four nedi um
Irtillti’ ml selt-n light :Inti-uircnft regilllents. one Al) missile regi-
Py ity tlte tlilssliibk THIJHD rl LS @ Intl. acetirtlmg mllSS, some Tiger-
eat KIM ['IIl1L-L-11 field engi neer squadrons and three signal reginents.
Thecrc JTL' school iintl training establishnments for all the corps and regi-
iments. these are concerned with the training of junior |eaders, always

a problemlIn '.1 eunscript arny.

The basic training at these schools in the ten NS infantry battalions.
and Ilther training units is rugged and tough’ The spartan accomobda-
ition prmided is clean and adequate Much tine is spent on drill and on
She incul cation oi soldier like qualities; the basic recruit course lasts 12
Weeks and for the first three weeks NS nmen are not all owed out of

barracks or to drink alcohol.After that period they have |imted passes.

FL' ormul I'l at the end of the 12 weeks the nmen are streaned into suitable
trades. then as the courses progress. a Leader Goup is selected. These
men mtinuc their insttuction in their regimental and mlitary duties
but mm the enphasis on | eadership. Finally those selected for com

nm ssions are sent on special officer courses at the appropriate School
The wthers 1111 hecune junitir N(I1GCs. L/Cpls Or (Ipls.

This training includes ,a period of about three nonths on active
serl’icL- On the Harder and | asts about one year;qu the seeond year of

his full time nalillnal service the man’ will be enplolied on the Border in
the uniu which are permanently based there or, ii an officer or NCO

will perhaps .IL't .Is an instructor to the liAlUMIIg intakes of NS nen
This systemIll enploying NS (Ipls as instructors for the new intake has

its di sadvant ages because such instructors have not normally had suffii’

cienl service in nme 'nugh .and tunble’ of an active battalibn Or regi-

ment; they can I1'1111’ pass on what they thensel ves have been taught.
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However. it is .eeessurl’ system because 01’ the luck of |ong service

Pl : nmenbers.

During the NS training period .the nmen spend tine on arduous field

exercises including survival and initiative in difficult eountrl’. The heat
i s considerable and nmen have to be exceptionally fit to succeed. The

nmet hod of conbination of training establishment with operationa

responsibilities is somewhat unique to South Africa. The 15t South

African Infalltrl Battalion (I1SA') was established In 1951 and 15 said to

he the nother ' 01 all the other battalions From 1979 it took met the

training for the mechanised infantry using the Ratel MCV Elerl’ vyear

the unit trains |1lur Illechani sed conpanies and two nechani sed support
cmpani es for operational enployment in the folliwing I&. It is also
responSllile for all |eader courses and for pronotion courses for al

of ficers.

Such Courses are ||l feature of the SA Arm’; before being eligible for
promotion |1l tht ntxi rank cv'erl officer. Pl or (21", must first com
plett his pmmtm tillltSt. | his systemhas caused the |-nrce I

bccume SUHLUHIITITH i CUUrsC huuntl in that (Illicers spend too nuch tine
awav fromtheir Inups and unit. especially those. like the (IF ufficers,

wht; only have limted training time. The systemis being reviewed tO
try to give nore stability to units and to make them Mother units’.
The cmpani es trained by the |SAlare allocated to the 61 En which

has a permanent | eadership cadre in the opei’ational area. The necha-
ni sed infantry equi pped with Ratel 205 are trained to operate with the
a’'rnnmured car squadrons in CON opcra-tioris and with the tank regi-



ments in conventional warfare. 1

The’' | Special Service Bn is 50 years 61d. ,Tddayiit is an arnoured

car training reginent responsible fot the provision of trained squadrons
fo'r enploynent on the Borderwith the 2 SS Bn. There are three

trai ni ng squadrons each cunsisting of five recce troops. each with four
El and 90 arnmoured cars |ive support troops with Ratel 205 and an

adnmini stration troop The training |lasts- 'one yeat but because onl
limted nunbers of arnopured car squadrons are required the intake

takes place elerl second | car Squadrons fromthis battalion have taken
part in the mtior incursions into Angola to destroy SWAPO bases; they
were extrenel |l successful and during one raid i mmobilised and cap-

V tured five Smict nade '1- 34 tanks plus vast quantities of weapons and
anmmuni tion . 1:

HMIirSl Imrhcis 111 ThL I BIl |he Parachute Regi ment W.'rC trai ned
in 1961l mL: 11’1 1raining Centre which includes an operationa
battalim this Il1l: heLll enplol ed in total or in part in manl Border

".operatitns 11(st 01’ these operations have been hcliborne cut- -ofl
operations but Gthers Illlle necessitated junping Today the Battalion
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has .1 training wing of four parachute comies_ a support conpany

and .i parachute training wing which is mainly concerned with courses
for other arms and for |eaders. A trained parachute battalion .forns a
part of the School andhas a standard infantry organi sation. There are
the usual staff sections and the HQ conpany. The training is thorough
and so far there has not been a parachute accident. Al the nmenbers of
the Parachute Regi ment are volunteers; at selectionboard visits each NS
call-up centre during the first week of the NS nen’s service and chooses
the then required. They then carry out a pre-para course of two weeks
physical training and six battle tests to weed out manyi applicants.
Parachute training follows, the wings being granted after eight success-
ful junps, two with full equipnent and one at night. The attrition rate
i s ahout 60% Dakota aircraft based nearby are used for trainingjunps,
for as many who served 40 years ago will recollect, these aircraft are
spaci ous and allow plenty of roomfor the instructors and. despatchers
to check and re-cheekT A flight with a stick of parachutists proved the
Sale!') o! the cheeks and the dedication, stam na and efficiency of’ the
nenbers of this battalion and of some non-Wite Special Forces in

the (irnup.

The School of Armour, like the other units already nentioned, is

| ocatetl at Tenpe. Bloenfontein; it is the School responsible for the
training of all PF, (2F and NS | eaders, of specialists for the arnoured
units and instructors, for the running of arnoured corps pronotion
courses and for the instruction of drivers’ for all SAA B vehicles. For the
teachi ng of advanced battle handling the School has an arnoured
squadron at the SAA Battle School. The armpured corps is equi pped

with difant tanks. a devel opnent and up-date of the British Centurion
and uith Rate! arnoured cars although there is much ol der equi prent
such : 15 the Saracen and Ferret arnoured cars still about or in store.
The Artillery School is at Potchefstroom This also is a true Schoo

for the instruction of officers and NCOs, for specialists. for neteoro-
| ogy support and for the devel opment of artillery tactics and equip-

ments The SA Artillery is converting virtually all its field reginents to
medi um guns; at present the ex-British 5.5 inch towed gun is being
used but, as they becone available, will be replaced by the new SA

towed and SP 155 nm GS and G65; 3 nunber of the towed GS have

been produced and are in service at the School and with regi nents. The
G5 prototypes have. been tested and are about to enter production. It
appears that the SA Arny took note of the effectiveness of the Soviet
BM 21 MM multi-barrelled rocket |auncher when used agai nst sem -
trained troops and have therefore devel oped the excellent Valkiri. a
24 tube nmodel nmounted on a 4 tonne four wheel drive truck. The solid
fuel rockets can be fired Isingly or inripples of 2 to 24. are easy to
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reload and only mte :i crew oi two. .

The range is from8 w 22 km The rockets :ire titted Wth varying
sized ring discs to increase wind resistance and so decrease the range;
it is these rings (lint cause the screaning effect after |aunch. The
war head is packed with snmall netal balls which are expl oded by the HE
charge and a proximty fuze is fitted. The vehicle has a standard canvas
hood whi ch covers the rocket |auncher when on the nove. The artillery
have already retired their Sexton 25 pdr SP5 and are now retiring or
placing in reserve their towed 25 pdrls.’ It is bAICT:Cd that the SA Artil-
lery also man 120 nmnortars but this is not confirnmed. .

V Experience on the borders. it is stated, shows that there is still a
pl ace for the nmounted infantryman both on horse and on notorcycle.

The Equestrian and Motor Cycle Centre near Potchefstroorn is charged
with the training of these personnel. Established in 1974 Wth the aim
of training nounted personnel for CO N operations. the Centre pro-
notes the image of the SADF by providing display teans and taking

part in nounted sports, so as to enhance the standard of riding in the
SADF. The (lentre now has a training company, 21 courses conpany, a
horse and notor eyel e company each of six platoohs. Each pl atoon

has a 60 mm nortar section and un equestrianor notorcycle section

The training usually takes about one year and all the personnel are



carefully selected. Once trained, platoons are attached to infantry units
in the operational areas for their final year of service. The training corn-
pany conprise the general riding platoon whose task isqo train

renounts, the display platoon and an advanced ridi ng pl atoon. The

courses conpany trains the riding instructors. ’

The Centre has its own stud farmat de Aar in the Karoo. the best

bl ood line for these horses is said to be Arab and British thoroughbred.
These cross-breds have the stanmina required to carry a fully equi pped

man up to 80 km a day. The normal operating speed is the wal k and

nen are trained to fight on their feet. However, they do carry their
assault titles in the ready position and surprise actions have taken pl ace
at the gallop for the nen are trained to fire fromthe ground or from
the saddl e. The section comrander carries a |ightweight radio.

The notor cycle conmpany is equipped with machi nes designed for

cross country, trials work and each has a radius of about 150 km

the rider has 21 A53 'manpack radio with 16 kmrange. the pressel swtch
bei ng nounted on the handl ebariwith a second one on the chest. The

rifle is carried slung and the nen fight fromthe ground.

Captured SWAPO prisoners are reported as having said they are

worried by these motor cycle units because they can follow raiding and
anmbush parties rapidly over the roughest traehts.

The equestrian and MC pl at oons operate with tracker personnel
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ing of mnes and other explosives; the animals are trained at a specia
centre at Bergslng in the East Transvaal

The Arny Gymmasium a traditional nane for the establishnent at

Hei del berg south of Johannesburg, is the Signal Training (lentre for the
SA Arnry, The (lentre accepts all NS and PF nen allocated to the Corps;
agai n each man has his normal |2 weeks basic training before continu-
ing to the various signal trades. Sel ected personnel are trained asjunior
| eaders at the Centre, The Signal Corps in general divides into two
branches, the tel ecomuni cati oneoperators (Comrand Centres) who

operate all tactical communications and the tel ecomunicator opera-

tors (Systens) who are responsible for manning | ong di stance and
strategic systems. Al are trained in driving and nai ntenance of signa
corps vehicles. Courses are nmfor pronotion and for Citizen Force and
Conmando personnel. Many of the prospective officers in the Corps

hold a degree or techriical qualifications before they join; a specia
syl l abus is designed for such qualified recruits. The Signal Corps nman .-
I he rear links Of the KCOth armunits and normally train the unit regi-
mental or battalion signal officers.

The continuing CA N operations in Nam bia have increased the

demand for engi neer services. The intake to the School of Engineers at
Krounstnd has therefore been increased and about 50 courses are now

hel d there each year. These include the basic training, junior |eaders and
young officers courses. The School teaches all forms of military engin-
eering JI Ll enphasises the need to use |local resources. 'Mhewarfare is
gi ven particul ar attention because of the extensive use of these weapons
by all armes.

The SA Arny has its own Staff College and there is also a Battle

School. The latter teaches the tactical handling of brigade and battalion
groups and al so gives intensive training to sone Citizen Force uinits
before they go to the Operational Area.

The SADF has three joint service training/educational establishnments

whi ch serve all the arms of the force. These are the MIlitary Acadeny,
the SA Defence Coll ege and the SADF Col | ege for Educational Tech-

nol ogy. The Acadeny caters for selected y' oung officers and conducts a
degree course. The SA Defence Col |l ege prepares selected officers for
seni or conmand and staff appointnents. The third College caters for

the training of instructors and nedia centre co-ordi nators and prepares
training material for other coll eges.

It should be nentioned that the SA Medical Service is a fourth

Service and is responsible for the health and hygiene in the Arnmy, Navy
and Air Force. The nmenbers wear a special uniformand run hospitals,
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School .1! Qutshoorn. Dogs are also used for this task and for the | ocat-
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nedi cal centres and ;. (tuclli:el to Arny units.

Al t hough nost of the arnmy is white increasing use is being nmade of

i-the other races who. it is said. volunteer in large nunbers. particularly
for the army. . _ . . e

The A LICSI nm-whiie corps in the South African Detenee |-orte is

the Cape Corps which can IrilL'L its history back to 1795. Designed to
train and enploy C(I1UUL tl, that is mixed race personnel, today it
consists of the | SA (?iipe Corps Battalion which is about 2.000 strong,
1.000 being fully trained men who serve in the operational area: the
other .1,000 are under training. There is al so the CapeCorps Training
.School. a logistic .unit and a maritime unit. Col oured Permanent Force
nmenbers of the Corps carry out their training at the Cape Corps Schoo
and at other establishnents of the SA Arny arid Navy; . col oured

of ficers have reached the rank of Kommandant which. is equivalentto

Li eutenant Col onel and have the sane rights and priVileges as white
officers. 4 . . . . .

Indians in South Africa are not interested in Joining theArmy, it
appears. The vacancies for the Navy are oversubscribed, applicants are
trained at SAS Jiilsensi at Durban. After training they are apponted to
shi ps and shore establishnents and to the narines, a recently forned
branch of the Navy enployed on harbour protection and as. nava

infantry. Conpanies of these niiiriiies have successfully served Wth the
arnv iii an operational :ireat

Bl ack Permanent |-"oree nenbers are trained with the 21’ Battalion,
inreality a Training School, at Lenz near Johannesburg. This unit was



formed in 1975 and since then has trained | arge nunbers of nen.

| eaders and specialists, many who, having conpleted (hdr’'lanlal two
year engagenent. have signed on as career soldiers. The calibre of the
junior leaders up to Stuff Sergeant is said to be vcrv high. Genera
Constand L Viljoen, the Chief of the SA Defence Fotce, told the

witer that uthe black units have been a great success. their loyalty and
st eadi ness in action has been nost inpressive and the Atny is pressng
on their efforts to train nmore junior |eaders, inclucling officers."-
The expansion of the black forces is contiiiuing.; ten battalions are
being formed in various regions of the Republie Wth the | eadergcny
trained with 21 Bn. Major General Meiring said that the training of

t hese personnel for the | Armies of the Honel ands’ has del ayed the
training and formation of nore black units for the SADF. However,

there are five black battalions in the new South West African/ Nansi bi an
Arnmy who take their turn like the black units of.the SA Arny, inthe
operational area. There are also a nunber of.indi genous battalions
raised in the Border areas of Kavango. Ovanbo and in the Capti Vi

Strip. One of these is conposed of Bushnmen. many of themrefugees
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tram Angol a. The 32 En. ti part of the .Arny itself, is also perman-

entlt’ limted in thzll operational area. This is enmpnsetl nf nll rttees.

nunber ul’ them being Portuguese fromAngola. It is a tough and hardy
unit said tn he feared by the nmenbers of SWAPO |

There LIrL’ about 26,000 troops depl oyed on the Border; because

nt npnwer and econoni cs does not pernit the use of a fully regular
1"I'le the Arny has devel oped a workabl e tour of duty system using
eutttptny sized units. A nunmber of PF staffed brigade, battalion antl’
regi mentnl headquarters are pernmanently | ocated in the area and, they,

with a snmall | eader group down to conmpany comuander. renmain for
full tours of duty of about two years and provide the' co' ntinuity and
expertise.

Conpanies Oi NS nmen. (litizen Force. blacks and col oured personne

are sent (mmthe Republic and SWAfrica tti serve under these Ile.-

The (iitizen Force units normally spend about 120 days on duty of

which a p.trt is spent on intensive training before heing committed to
ttetmrm. Al conpani es from whatever source pass through a short inten-
sive training period at a battle school |ocated south of the Border where
thet nmust be passed Ifit for operations’. Non-CF conpani es spend

about one year in the area depending upon the tine the NS nmen still.
have to serve

The conpany rotation systemseens to work in practicetalthough

it does nean units |ack some cohesion and nust suffer froma |ack of;-
tmdttinn and internal continuity. factors which make for high norale
inaregular unit. It is also a little discouraging, one is told, for the
battal i on and conpany comranders who train their nmen back. in the
Republic not to |l ead theminto action

Recent |l egislation has altered the Reserve (Itinmtment of Nationa

Sen teenen. The ttewsystemis sonewhat conplicated but it is designed
to gut e every white person a full conmitrment to defend his country and
to involve the nnn-whites to a greater extent than before. In future
every white male will carry out his two years NS in the SADF;, he w |l
then have to tumthe Citizen Force for 12 years during which tine he
will spend :t maxi mum of 720 days on duty but will not have to give
nmute than 120 days continuous service in any two years. After this
senmve he goes onto the Active Citizen Force Reserve for five years and
mnt it necessary. be called up with perm ssion of the Mnister. After
conpleting |HS termw th the ACFR he transfers mthe Comrandos

until he is 55

The Commandos are a hone defence force mainly of vblunteers and

there are non-white and multi-racial units. In effect the units are
lightly armed infantry and are to be found in nearly every town and
village and in all major industrial undertakings. Until 1983 they-could
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munteer |’or SCI.C On the Border but this is no |onger sot It is stated

thttt (Inmmtttttlm.tte tn be given nore respunsiliility and such penple
J5 th'nters in renpote areas are being encouraged to form Comrando
units for local Ilk'liL'llei limmtheir own workforce of all races. The

strength of the (?mmmm os is estimated to be about 90. 000, Former
natiointtl servicenen who. for sonme special reason are allocated to the
(Tummmmdus nust serve it maxi num of 50 days a year for ten years.

QO hers nust serve I'nr Il Jays :1 year until they are 55. Many vol unteers
earrx’ out extra SL’ FVICC. .

The South African Army in 1983 is well equipped with vehicles and
wcapnns specifically designed for use in the Southern Afrtcanenvtron-
nment. ARMSCOR the Armanents Corporation of South Africa. who

are responsible fut tlel’ enee research projects and for the devel opnent.
procurenent and manufacture of all armanentskhave netde consuder-

able progress in the last ten years. The | oeal armanent industry can
now provide virtually :tll the Arnyk requtrenents and have entered

the export market with some of their products.

' The witer saw Konmmandant P E Marais. Chairman of ARATSCQ R

who said "In 1960 the South African Governnent saw the inthtnbtltty

of an enbargo against the country. This was one of the reasons that |ed
to the establishnment of the Armanents Production Board in 1964i in

1977 after several changes of title 7the organi sation was called
ARMSCOR and given a mandate to neet the Republic of South

Africa' s arnanent needs in an efficient and econom ¢ nannertand by

the’ maximumutilisation of the private sector.- Today our assets are

11



1, 500, 000, 000 Mt | L811 nm) and ARMSCOR provi des enpl oynent

for 28,000 people O!. all races."

The largest inflttstriul organisation in SA. ARMSCOR wants to sel

warships -- fast missile Inuts 4, mssiles, arnoured cars and troop carry-
ing vehicles in overseas markets. A nunmber of countries have expressed

an interest in the new (15 (iun_

" Wettpnns prmueet!l in”SA include the Valktrt rocket |auncher, the

(5 1nd (:6 artillerx’ pieces ilnll artillery fire control and neteorol ogi ca
wstems the 60 Mmm M 4 nortztr. the Rsttel MCK the SAMI. range or

vehicles MG 4 ttiz' tehine gun and various antiitank :tntl antt-persnnne

m nes. . .

The Vul kiri has al ready been described; the (.5 1S a towed la) mm

"gun nounted on :t stable wheeled carriage and an :tuthtary notor ts
fitted to drive the gun while the gun positions. The maxi mum r angeeat

sea level is 30 kmw th normal ammunition but 37.5 kn) with a specna

base bl eed projectile. The top traverse is 84 deg and the elevzt’'tton of
--5 deg to e75 deg enables it to be used in the high or low trajectory.
The rapid rate of fire is 3 rpm the trail. wheels and firing platformare
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pi -weri sed which permits the gun to bgrought into action in two

m nutes The gun is towed by .1 SAMI. 10 tnnne vehicle at speeds of tip
In 90 kph A nechanical electronic gun nmonitor with an automatic

1215(1 counter. recoil length indicator and round counter is fitted. The
engi ne nounted on the gun is a 68 hp diesel with hydraulic drive for

the mtmand trail wheels. The gun fires all nu' rmal types of ammunition
01 the 155 mmcalibre and three different charges :ire used for the
VLI r1 UUS range zones.

The (10 is the SP version of the (i5 and uses the same gun and has

the sanme range. It is mounted on a six wheel ed arnmoured ear type

vehicle and has a good cross tountry performance: 44’ projectiles are
carried in the vehicle. the road speedeis 90 kph. the overall length with
the gun is 102 m the engine is an air-eooled diesel with a five speed
gearbox and 4 x 4 or 6 x 4 drive. A 12.7 mmanti-aircraft gun and

grenade | aunchers are also fitted. The 66 is described as a sonewhat

revol utionare S P design giving plenty of norn for the crew. Again
repurts, not surprisingly. state it is cheaper to run and maintain than 31
trucked vehicle

The A580 Artillery Fire Control System 115 designed to handle the
eunputatiuns for a fire unit of up to eight guns and can handl e but

si mul t anequs engagenents. Display units are provided at cachgun

The $700 Meteorol ogical Gound Station is a self contained nobile
systembuilt into a container for providing information for. the artillery.
The Statinn automatically tracks. receives and processes radi osonde

data from |launch until flight term nation. The received data is con-
verted into actuali nmet data. this is. rccdrded on tape and directly

onto a chart recorder. ' i

The 60 mm M4 nortar weighs 7.8 kg complete. the Mk 4 ’rnodel has

a lanyard operated trigger whilst the earlier Mk | has the normal fixed
firing pin The 60 nm has been used extensively by patrols in Nan bia
being said to deliver a heavy weight of fire rapidly and effectively.
The cross-country perfornmance of’ the sirwheel ed arnmoure’ d’ Rute
vehtcle_ powered by a 6 cylinder diesel and with an 11 man crew is
supposedl y exceptional: the Ratel 90 gun hasai reported range 6f 2.200
m The arnmoured infantry and the arnmoured car units that use it. are.
said to believe that it has proved nore than a match for the Sovi et
Armour ed vehicles. The 20 nm gun on the Ratel 20 conbines with the
medi um machi ne gun gives the infantry section fire support capability.
The SAM L range of vehicles have been designed to neet the needs

of the Forees in the rugged terrain of SWAfrica being so built that
ai mut 85% Of the’ conponents are interchangeable. The vehicles fal
mm m - three categories of thc SAML 20. 50 and 100. The SAML 20

is alight weight vehicle used for troup carrying. snres. conmandposm"
1-H
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cunmuni cati nns. general duties. The 50 is the standarJ (uCUCa

truck with nelmi hmy variants from pantry wagon to tanker 21nd

"unimnd pml the 100 is the heavv dutv truck .igJin nth mam

k. . ..

variants. ' 1.

The Ht; 4 (7.62 x 51 M) machine gun has as a rate of hre, HmM

rpm The effective runge is 1,200 mand the tml weight is 15 kg The

MC 4 is simlar to :1 Bruwning. The SA Arny has converted to the

smaller 5.56 mmfur its future small arns and is manufacturing the R 4
JSS' JUIl rifle for use by all units which weighs 5 kg conplete with :

| oaded 35 rd nmgazine; the length with butt unfolded is 1.005 m It has

a Tunique spring cnntrolled firing pin system

The SA anti-personnel mne Can be laid in the ground or in water up

to one netre deepg’ |’ he noul ded plastic body contains 57 g RDX TNT
.cxplosive, the weight is .09 kg and 40 nmnes are carried in a plastic box.
The HE anti-tank nmine inpacts on a |oad of 150 to 220 kg. It is filled
with 7 "kg of RDX TNT and two mines are packed into a box. Except

for the striker mechanismthe nmine is entirely nnn-nmetnllic.

The South African army today is tough, well trained and well

equi pped in the upininn (if many observers. The war in Nam bia has

given the nfficers and nen the operational experience (0 hack up their
theoretical training. Actual operational use has caused the devel opnent



of manv of the weapons and yehicles at present in service. The arns
enbargo has been a Thlessing in disguise’ to the Arned Forces say South
Africans who add that it has back-fired upon those nations who agreed
toitake part. It is suggeSted that not only have they | ost the South
African market but now the South African armanent and vehicle

manuf acturers are capturing sonme. _of the West's other traditiona
overseas markets, -

After sone ten years of operations a new generation of |eaders is
emer gi ng who have :1 w de experience of sem -convcntional operations.
The energency. it is alleged. has also provided the opportunity for
an increasing nunber of non-whites to becone involved in the defence
forces which nust in the future have a profound affect upon econnmc
and soci al developnents in the Republic.

The Arny. supported by the SA  Air, Forcchonsiders it is w nning

the war on the Angol an harder but it can never’ entirely defeat the
SWAPO guerrillas unless they | ose the support 9f the Angol nns. Cubans
and the Soviet Blue. A spnkesnman at the SADF HQ sai d ini February

1983 "that the mlitary efficiency of the remai ning SWAPO fighters
was decreasing although they still have a hard eore of fighters." He
added "that even these trained nmen have | ess Tstomach’ for the fight
than in previous tinmes because the successes of the SA raids have much
reduced their capability and strength."
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1311" 5.x |-m’cx do lhcir hcst to.id cngagcntnts with the Angol an
V1111 .111d thc luttcr do thc sanc. Howcvcr SWAPO tries to invulve
111cm 111d when (ht) du thc Angol an Arny pcrsonncl fight well ifw
Curnc’rtti although the) prefer to discngagc The Cubans have not’
fought thc SA Arn). although thcy arc enplntd agai nsr the UNI TA

rchcl torccs as a back up to thc Angolan Armj. Their fighting cfficicncv
is nut hlgh but has not yet been fully tested. The SA Governnent insi st
they art- not supplying UNITA;, without this support they are doing
well : 11111 bccom ng Stronger as the econony of Angola continues to
dcclinc; thcy control nuch of the south caSt of the country and are
usual ly able to keep the railway to Bcngucla out of’action

A scttlcncnt of the civil war in Angola; the granting of independ-
cncc under a denocratically elected government to Nam bi a/ South

West Africa and thc removal of thc Cubans from Angola is in the
111tt"thx nt 11H cntcurncd and at thc frct’ world. It would renove a
burden (tn the South African tax payer and on their a_rned forces but
Snulh Africans state it is not one which cannot be borne for a |ong
tim’ tn mt if this proves ncccssary. Thu Arny supports t’'hc Gwern-
mumin insisting that Nam bia should not he handed over to SWAPO

unl css they wi n uan honest and properly conducted clettit)n,’

BOOK NOTI CE

Up The Fal kl ands (lartoons fromthe Royal Marines (Bl andfurd Prussiv
Pool ¢) 95p.

cht behind xthcn the $85 and | anding craft Marines Icft Pools in
Npril 1082, fclloxs Marines. Warrant Officer Carr Cnlour Sergeant
Huddart and Sergeant Webb, got to work to portray hunorously in
cartoons som - of the many aspects of thc Fal kl ands enterprise in a
style which is uniquely marinc’ in Character.

"liht-rc arc sone splendid cartoons and at 95p the book provides an
nm’ xpt’'nsix’c iflux’tnr’ of the lighter side of the canpaign

19R 64M . Paperback.
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