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Extract froma statenment by President Tambo to the Ninth

Extraordi nary Session of the Council of Foreign Mnisters of the

Organi sation of African Unity - April 1975

The continued exi stence of the apartheid regine constitutes the principal obstacle to the
conpl ete and rapid enmanci pation of all the peoples of Southern Africa. It delays the proc
ess of

decol oni sation in that regi on and postpones the total |iberation of Africa. In addition
it constitutes a

threat to the security of free African nations and worl d peace.

Let us endeavour to establish a conmon understandi ng of what the true nature of apartheid
is

Apartheid has often been equated with racism W need, however, to understand that racia
ism

cannot be separated fromthe political oppression and econom c exploitation of the black
people. It

serves both, and is in turn sustained by both. It is an integral part of a soci o-economc
system

peculiar to South Africa, but one which has all except the geographic features of colonia
[ism The

di fference between South Africa and other systems of colonialismis, therefore, that in S
outh Africa

col oni ser and colonised live side by side within the same country. Colour and race are us
ed as a

dividing line between the resident white arny of occupation and their subject popul ation
- the

bl ack people. The extrene exploitation of |abour is the raison d etre of this system Av
ast apparat us

of restrictive laws and practices, coupled with the di spossession of Africans fromtheir

| and. ensures

the availability of cheap and forced | abour

Above all. as a fundanental condition of its survival, the apartheid regine nmaintains a c
onpl ete

nonopoly of state power and seeks by terrorist nethods to nmake the people acquiesce in th
eir own

servi tude

The problemthat Africa has to face in South Africa is essentially a colonial problem an
d like

coloni alismel sewhere, it has to be renoved root and branch. Attenpts to bring about refo
rmwithin

the existing systemcan never provide a satisfactory solution and can never be a substitu

te for

resol ute anti-colonial struggle for national |iberation
Let us consider the context in which we have to work for the renpval of this col onialist
system

fron1our continent. The issue before us is not howto reformapartheid. The changes we se
ggu%ﬂ Africa are not enconpassed by being able to share a park bench with a white nman, or
aPFLdi to enter an all-white theatre. W demand a fundanental transformation whereby, in
cgﬂgtry, we shall have the sanme right of self-determ nation which free Africa has won for
m%}iﬁlgéoples fighting col onialismhave won el sewhere in the world. That right is not neg
géla?Lfé is the one fundamental change that the system can never voluntarily concede, for
tﬁgogontinued deni al of any access to state power depends the very structure of apartheid
obfggtive of our struggle nust therefore be the seizure of that power

It is only when political power has been won by the nmasses in South Africa that we will b
?oagggin the i mmense task of completely dismantling the structures and institutions of ap
?LghgggieLP of the apartheid system such a change can only cone about through arnmed stru
?%Lergzolutionary forces in our country. This is why the legitinmcy of our armed struggle
ezgzrgggnat successive neetings of the QAU and by the international community as a whol e.
rLgfr?and by the East and Central African Heads of State in the Mgadi shu Declaration
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liberation in the sub-continent; a principle which has been repeatedly stated in resol uti

ons adopt ed

by the QAU since its inception. It is one struggle against the combpn eneny who has dom n

ated a

great part of our continent. By means of hard and tenaci ous fighting involving enornous s

acrifices,

destruction of life and property, the peoples’ arm es have stornmed and taken possession o

f one

bastion after another of white supremacy. There renmains one citadel, one fortress in Sout
h Africa

and Nam bia. That is the |ast stronghold which we are determ ned to occupy in pursuit of
our

historic mssion which is to bring about the conplete liberation of Africa fromthe | ast
remants of

colonialism fascismand raci sm

The eneny is fornmidable but it is not invincible. There is irrefutable evidence that in p
roportion

to advances made by our political and mlitary canpaigns, the eneny is conpelled to adopt
def ensi ve strategies which are having the i mmedi ate effect of raising enormously the |eve
| of fire V

and coercive neasures. The eneny seeks to the same extent to sustain the political, econo
m c,

soci al and noral basis of his regime. Like any wounded beast of prey, the eneny is viciou
s and

capable of inflicting injury and destruction on those within his reach. This is no reason
, however, |,

for abandoni ng the struggl e agai nst the best of prey. He has to be destroyed if we are to
saf equard

the lives and interests of our people and those of the peoples in the neighbouring states
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