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The Director in
Mazimbu.

51 August 1983

Dear Comrade lMohammed,

Corresgandence Courses

1 Tthank you for your letter of the 9 August 1983 in
connection with the above.

1l am also of the V¥iew that Distance Learning should be
initiated 28 a launching pad for our pest-Matric or "A Levels"
sector and that we could work it imnte our Adult Education
Programne.

A8 Fou are aware, cne of the difficulties that has been
pointed out in regard to the Adult Educatien prosramme is
that there is insufficient time available (2 hours a day)
for thowe who wish to follew & school programme leading to
higher education. It seems to me that an adult Education
programme which lncorporates a correspondence component could
complement such a shortcoming with the added advantage that
1t would enable students participating to proceed more or less
at a pace which they would Themselves set, and which would in
any case be 1n accordance with the recuirements of the examina-
tion which they would have to sit for.

1 agree also that our project with The Commonwealth Secre-
tariat for a Distance Learning pregramme should be so designed
a8 to preovide for the adult Education aspect of our work and 1
think that a Distance Learning Unit based in fast Africa would
assist us to evolve a realistic programme.

1 say kast Africa d@lib@rately because our negotiations
with the Commonwealth Secretariat so far have been based on the
assumption That they would seek the assistance of The Tanzanlian
Government in fAanding a base in Dar es Salaam, since we could
not have access to the unit 1n Lusaka which serves SWAPO through
the Namibia Institute. 1 do not know what the reaction of the
Bducation Secretariat would be 1f we were to suggest that the
facilities could be granted at Mazimbu as you weuld appear to
sugecest. Off-hand, I would say that the reaction would not be
favourable.
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You will recall that I have asked yvou to et me have a
summary of the discussion you had with Mr Dormer of the
Commonwealth Secretariat last September so that I could
amplify our views on the Distance Learning programme and
reply te some of the queries that they have since raised.
Please do give this matter your attention.

I might mention also that early this year I met Dr Solomeon

Inquai of the International Extension College who are our consul—-

tants in the Distance Learning project that had been originally
conceived., I did try to assist in making arrangements for him
to visit Mazimbu hoping that he would meet “you and probably
give expert advice on the possibilities of a distance learning
programme which would also incorporate adult Education.
Unfortunately our attempts were not successful and Dr inquai
had to return te Britain without passing through East Africa.

i 1 am sure we should not experience much difficulty in
fanding finamcial suppert for cerrespondence courses. Whst I
would like to be assured of is that we find persons who are
sufflciently determined and serious to make a success of it.

We must expect that some of the enthusiasm which currently
exists for adult education and distance Education may not be
able To stand the test of pmactice. But thet is neo argument
for not initiating these programmes, we only have to be circum-
spect 1n the selection of candidates so that we mzke a streng

beginning.
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