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Comments en Draft Discussioen Document

Page 2: The Internatienal Climate.

" The general feeling is that this sectien is painted in tee
resy celeurs. While it is stated that the imperialist counter—-effengive
continues unabated, nevertheless, the specific examples mentioned, such
as the June war, are net properly evaluagted. It is net cerrect te
- say that the Israeli attack en the Arab states "failed in its
objectives". Nor is it cerrect te state baldly xhatxZxtk (as in PaTray, o
graph 7) that "the world situatien reflects the growing strength efapre-
veema®iressive forces" er (paragraph 8) that "the werking class in
the developed capitalist countries is growing and gaining greater
meral autherity and strength" er that the centradictiens between the
imperialist countries have new reached such propertiens that we can
safely say "the post-war supremacy ef the United States is ever". This
may be what we want te bhelieve, or what we think may be foreshadewed

by present events, but te state a propesitien witheut arguing it dg te
ignere the dialectic of histery. '

Page 2: paragraph 9

Is it enly the Americans ef African descent whe are taking
part in the fight against racialism and the war in Vietnam’? Te ignere
the multi-racial character of the eppesition movements in America is
te misunderstand their true petential. |
This does pet seem te be an iselated erreor, but is repeatei in |
seme of the fermulatiens stated in the sectien en "preblems of the Seuth
African “evolutien", such as (page 6, paragraph 34) that Seuth
Africa belengs "te the celenially 0ppressed indigeneus Africans".
Likewise the descriptien ef the whites as’' "celenists" (page 6, para
graph 30) creates an impressien that the writer dees net think ef
grapkz303 them as indigenoeus, but as celenists whe can be driven eut
like ceoelenists elsewhere. This seems te be moere than an errer of
phraseelogy, but an attempt te stretch the meaning ef '"celenialism
of a special type" teo far, se as te make it fit in with werld
cenceptiens of -the nature of the colenial struggle against imperialism .
Seme of eur mere suspicieus members have even smelt ra01all%m in
some of these fermulatiens.

Page 2, paragraph 6.

In view of the tremendous impertance of the Sine-Seviet split, thése
three lines are tetally inadequate as an explanatien eof the negative
impact ®f en the liberation mevement. The ideelegical implications ef
the split must be dealt with, as well as the strateglc and tactical
implicatiens frem the peint ef view ef power. .



Page 3. paragraph lO

The writer states "An ipcrease in the price eof geld would
multlply by many times the centradictiens in the Seuth African
system...." Why? The geld mining magnates de net seem te think se.
"The idea that revolutien enly eccurs in perieds ef 'econemic crisis'’
is s one-gided and undiaslectical that it cannet ke serieusly |
considered" - yet the auther has said that it is because the world
imperialist pewers are in a state ef ecenemic crisis that the pr@spects
of anti-imperialist struggle are faveurable. This whele sectien
needs to be argued, because the propositiens as they stand are
unacceptable, or rather toe dogmatic te be accepted witheut
seme qualificatien. Did the Africans and their allies rebel in the
fifties as they did because they were better orjworse off than they
were during the war? How did devaluatien affect African living
standards? Btc. Devaluatien did net lead te a tremendeus advance in
the econemy of Seuth Africa. On the centrary, the increase in inceme
per head of populatien during the fifties was enly about a quarter ef
the increase during the forties.

Page 3%, paragraph 11

The picture of the successes of the natienal-liberation mevement
in Africa and Asis is teoe faveurable. We talk sbeut "giant strides”
and "victeries". Where? The auther has elsewhere said the recent
peried has been ene of coups and coeunter-revolutien? The nature eof
the suppert, which the natienal liberatien mevements ef seuthern
Africa hayereceived frem the whele of independent Africa sheuld he
discussed in detail. The writer says we must net argue that the
foermer pretectorates were better off under the British than they are
new as independent states. Nebody has dene se, but we have alse
seen g bitter pretest published in "Spetlight" against the treatment
of freedom fighters by Seretse's Gevernment and pelice, and Banda
and Lesabua have been branded as traiters. We have alse seen ANC .
statements complaining ef the failure ef the OAU te give us the

support we need.

Page 4, paragraph 1l@:

"The internatienal climate eperates in faveur ef the Seuth
African revelutien.....eur ruling class is internatienally in a
weak pesitien”". Merally, perhaps. But reselutiens are ene thing - what
about the eagerness ef the West te trade, and.te rescind arms bans?
What abeut the vast increase and diversifactien ef Seuth Africa's

trade relatiens? |



Page 8, paragraphs 21 and 25.

The use of the werd "comedy" is effensive and sheuld be
dropped. Hypecrisy and farce, yes, but cemedy, NO.

Page 5, paragraph ik,

It is wreng to make eut that "splinter greups" are enly
artificially created and maintained by ferces external te
seuthern Africa. Ne doubt external ferces have a let te de with
them, but te write eff PAC in this way 1is as wreng as te write off
the Black Pewer mevement because the things said by Carmichael er
Rap Brewn are nensensical, er even if it were preved that they
were hoth agents ef the CIA. One must differewlate between the
mass character of any mevement and the ideeology of 1its leadership,
or at any rate examine them boeth carefully te find eut their
causes. We will still see PAC-type upsurges in Seuth Africa, even
if the present PAC lezdership has nothing tehd@.with them.

Paoge 6 ,qparagraph 2'(

It is stated, and underlined, that ANC, ZAPU, FRELIMO and MPLA
must fight in their ewn countries under their ewn independent
leadership and cemmand. It is said that this must be recegnised
otherwise the"revolutienary unity ef the liberatien mevements in
Seuthern Africa" will be disrupted. There is a centradictioen here,
Rither there is unity er there is separatien. The group thinks
it understands what the auther is gettfng at, but feels he has net
expressed it properly. We sheuld alse have a more detailed analysis
of the nature of the ANC-ZAPU alllance.

Page 8, paragraph 42

The figures queted are confusing. Share of natienal inceme 1is
net the same as nen-white percentage of white earnings. And the
. guther uses these figures te shew that wersening living standares
are léading te a revelutienary spiriti ameng the masses - semething
he dismissed in paragraph 10 as "undialectical’.

Page 8, paragraph 43

The writer says the "ne economic crisis'" argument is so
philistgne and menstroeus that it is net werth taking sériously.



But in the light ef his ewn vacillatiens en this subject, it is
ebvieusly semething that must be discussed. Is dSeuth Africa in

"a revelutienary situation? Are the masses in a revelutionary meed?
We must answer these guestiens, net brush them aside, because they
are crucial te eur whele eoperstien in the military sphere.

Again in paragraph 43, the writer says: "The Africans are Xxgk
fighting against an alien minerity that has stelen their country
and has eppressed them". This is a racialist fermulation, mere
especially when ene hears of the bravery of Celoured freedom fighters
whe died fighting in Rhedesia. And are the whites to be regarded as
a bunch of thieves whe must be dispessessed and threwn eut. What
about the sacrifices of the Fischers, Goldbergs, Strachans etc.
. The group realises the writer stands by the Freedom Charter,
but the ease with which he slips inte wreng fermulatiens, as
mentiened earlier, has cauced seme dismay.

Page 9, Paragraphs 49, 50 and 51

The writer argues that because the Seuth African ruling class
is net backed by a major metrepolitan pewer, therefere it is mere
vulnerahbhle, because 1t represents oenly a minerity ef the tetal
populatien. '

The group feels the epposite is the case. It 1s pr001sely
because the Seuth African ruling class rests upen such a large
sectien ef the pepulatien, in centrast te almest all ether celonial
countriés, that it is se strong. It dees net need a metrepolitan
army te fight its battles for it because it is streng eneugh te .
form and egquip its ewn heme army, which defends what it regards as
its oewn hemeland. There is ne evidence seo far that the White
Supremacists are unable te depley the manpewer and resources
necessary te handle the re¥elutien. If anything, they have shewn
the oppesite. | '

Whilst stating all these peints eof criticism, the group weuld
like to place on recerd its appreciatien ef this document as one
of the moest thoughtful and proevecative it has received. It led te
a lot of discussien and thinking abeut the peints ralsed and frem
this point ef view has mere than justified the effort of preoducing
0 |



