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VPHE first independent politi-
cal newspaper, expressing

African opinion and at times
the voice of the small African
professional elite, was "ltnvo
Zabantsundu—The voice of
the People." Its first issue ap—
peared on November 3, 1884,
from its offices established in
Kingwilliamstown.

Africans Vote
Africans in those days possessed

the vote. and had. {or the first
time that year. begun to partici<
pate as an organised force in the
Cape elections. They did so by
throwing their weight behind a
white liberal. James Rose lnnes.
in the Kingwilliumstown constitu-
ency where they were strongest.
The support of the Native Elec-

toral Association. led by John
Ten Jabavu. at the time editor
of lsigidimi (see last week‘s chap-
ter). brought Rose lnnes victory.

In order to retain _t_heir influ-
ence. a group of white liberals. in-
cluding Rose lnnes' brother. de-'
cided to provide the _capital for
the establishment of the tint Afri-
can political newnpper. lebttvu
was appointed editor. but the libe-
rals kept full control of pnlicy.

Isolate Elite
The controller: 0! the paper

were more concerned wllh using
lawn to Isolate the lntelleetuals
front the masses. to maintain
white domination and clamp down
on militant struggle than to pru-
mote the true interests of the
Africans.

This is revealed clearly in the
statement of policy published in
the first issue and welcomed by
the while neWspapers all over
Southern Africa. it declares:

“A large class has been
lornted among the Natives
'which has learnt to loathe the
institutions of barbarism. and to
press for the better institutions
of a civilised life. The aim of
lmvo is to be a rope to tow
these stragglers to the shore of
Civilisationt
“Native public opinion does

not tie itself to any party but
endeavours to promote loyalty
to the Queen and to the British
Empire, and peace and prospe-
rity in South Africa"

Attack On African Vote
In spite of thts while controlv

hnwever. ltnvo in its early years
was _an important iactur in the
political advancement of the
Africans.

During the first attack on the
African franchise in l887 the
paper gave great publicity to the
wave of protest meetings amongst
Africans. and Jabavu himself was
the eonvenor of a conierenee of
delegates from all over the Cape
called to discuss the impending
dtsfrztnchisement.

Although the fight against the
dtslranchisentent was completely
unsuccessful the seeds of united
actmn were sown.

Later. as the while Liberals and
the rcacttanaries moved closer to-
gether on more acd more issues in
their common determination to
keep the Africans in subjection.
which finally culminated in Union
in l9l0. Imvo‘s policy of modera-
tion and muted protest on some
issues was unacceptable to the or-
dinary people. Yet there were
many occasions wlten lmvo's cri-
ttctsms were strongly votced and
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it held fast to the assertion of
African rights.

Land Act
Such protest was particularly

marked with the passing of the
"Squatter's Bill" or what we sub-
sequently know as the Land Act.
which deprived Africans of the
right to farm or live on the land
of a while owner. The Bill was
presented during a particularly
severe drought and thousands of
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Africans were leit hungry and
destitute asa result.
On January 2]. I912, the

editorial commented:
“The Squatter's Bill muma

every Non-Ettropean to be e
squatter on the land of hit birth
and a thing to be hunted and her-
ried ol’ the soil. In this country.
when the Europeans came. they
found the Natives settled and cut-
tlntlng the [a_nd. Tu meme they
are squatters . . . is to resort to
the most harel‘aeed metlsures of
oppression ever heard of."

in subsequent months lmvo
carried full reports on the Cape
Peninsula Native Association
which was formed to fight the
Squatter's BilL and the speeches
made at its meetings were exten-
sively quoted.

Formation Of A.N.C.
It is of particular interest that

during March of I912 the newly
fanned ANC known as the SA.
Native National Congress and the
African Political Organisation. led
by Dr. Abdurahman. agreed on
the need for closer co-operation
between “the Coloured and Na-
tive races" and met to protest at
the Squatter's Bill. lmvo reported
an APO member. 8. Abrahams. as
saying that the Bill “shamelessly
sought to benefit the large gold
mining companies and the big
landowners. The gpvernment real-
ly played into the hands of the
capitalists in Europe w 0 held
gold mine shares or ow ed vast
tracts of undeveloped cottntry~
men who had never even aeen
South Africa . ,
The ANC wits formed in l9|2

as a reitetion tn the sterner mea-
sures of suppression envisaged by
the whites and represented by the
formation of the Union of South
Africa in 19m.

19!: was also a year of intense
political activity on the part of the
APO whose militant policy fright-
ened lmvo Zabnntsttndu at times.

Dr. Abdurahman
lmvo reported a speech made in

Johannesburg. "the very lion's
jaws of colour hatred and preju-
dice." by Dr. Abdurahman which
had been violently criticised by the
white press as being “dangerous
incitement." The paper said that
he had made an able an'd Thought-
ful address on colour problems.
but it was a matter of regret that
he could not curb his feelings, He
spoke of the Coloured man being
regarded “as a pariah, banned 

from society and doomed to a
condition worse than slavery."
lmvo shuddercd at Dr. Abdurab-
man‘s drastic words:

“The Coloured races are npid‘
ly beginning to see the neeesity
for Union. The amount‘ot irrita-
tion produced in the mind of the
Native of late is surprising and
there is a deep-seated feeling of
passive hatred being engendered
against the white races. A pause
must he made in this anti—colour
policy or ere long that passive
hatred will show itself in active
resistance."
lmvo commented: “We trust the

picture described is imaginary. but
even if it were true it is for a
Coloured leader like Dr. Ahdurah-
man to set 5 better example . . ,
It is in moderation and calm rea-
son that our problems can be
splved. _not by extreme men on
either srde."
Though lmva sought to avoid

too Open a clash with the govern-
ment at most times. its pages
carried a most vivid reflection of
the pain and indignation felt by
the Africans throughout the coun-
try at the time of the white
miners‘ strike in Johannesburg.
The strike had been called

when the Chamber of Mines made
known its intention of employing
Africans in certain semi-sktllgg
jobs in the mines. The furious
white miner: regarded this as a
threat to their own job; and de-
manded what we now know as
“job reservation." They laid the!
in order to pay Africans cheaper
wages the government (synonyv
motis with the Chamber of Mines)
was prepared to sacrifice "white
South Africa.“

During March 0{ I922. Com-
mandos were set up to fight Smuts
and the Chamber of Mines. and
as a subsidiary occupation they
set about shooting innocent Afri-
cans in various areas,

In an editorial of February 28.

1922. headed the “Industrial
Crisis." lmvo commented tren-
chantly:

“Whatever may be the object of
the strikers in plunging the whole
country into a sea at turbulent
waters, or from a desire to refus-
ter that detrimental political and
industrial line of demarcation—
the colour bar, there is no paral‘
lel in S.A. history.
"Why the present trouble on the

Colour Bar?

“Politicians fear the progress
and development of the Natlve.
Labour wants all the white work-
ers to stand and watch the Natives
work, in fact they want the Na-
tives to do all the work and the
white people to draw the money.

“The colour bur gives the white
man an opportunity of getting
paid for not working but for
watching the black man work."
A mouthpiece of the Chamber

of Mines and an upholder of
capitalism, lmvo commented:

“Capitalism has got sick and
tired of paying the white people
large sums of money for doing
nothing and now wants black lab-
our for the sake of eheapness."
And it was also hold enough to

say:
“These opposing parties on one

thing are agreed—that they have
one eonunon enemy—the Native
—who must be ltept in his place
and not be allowed to make pro-
gress.
“Thousands of Native: have no

land, they are entirely derngent

on the mines for a livelihood nod
hundreds and thousands of their
dependents are mining today."

On Maefh 2| the paper pub-
lished a 'trungly eondemnatory
letter from the Chief Organiser of
the Cape Native Congress, Dr.
James D. Ngojo. against the
actions of the Commandos in
shooting down “inoffensive. inno-
cent" Africans whose “crime" was
that they lived. lmvo added:

Political Plot
“This is not a strike pure and

simple. but a political intrigue

 

aimed at keeping the black man
down through the false war-cry of
a White South Africa. uttered by
incompetent Europeans who wish
artificially to entrench their empty
position of unmerited superiority
by legislation.
“A befitting conclusion to the

Reign of Terror will be the
double-fold one of (a) the destruc-
tion of the colour bar both in
parliament and in industries and
(b) the outright suppression of the
Republican propaganda."

Precisely the contrary of both
these “befitting conclusions‘ re-
sulted from the strike. The colour
bar was firmly entrenched in in-
dustry throughout the country and
far from Republican propaganda
being suppressed, the SmuLs gov-
ernment was defeated in 1924 and
a Labour-Nationalist Pact Gov-
ernment was elected which catn-
menced with a will to propagate
Afrikaner nationalism and to
make South Africa "safe for the
white man."

African Culture
In those earlier years Imvo pro-

vided a window tor African cre-
ative writing as well. Aside from
letters and articles by such men
as Dube. Plnaue. Elijah Makiwane
and Tscme. it also published for
example. the poetry of S. E. Rune
Mquyit the great thsa ‘writer of
praise pnems la the African pru-
phets. A beautifully expressed
song on the misguided prophetess
Nongqause who exhorted her
people to burn their cattle and
crops as a protest against the Glen
Gray Land Act. the forerunner of
the Reserve system. and to Wait
for a new life of lenty to come
as a result. is published in full III
the issue of January l2. I912.

Bought Out'
In later yen: ltnvo bluntly» '7; -.

do in: bought out .! Whiteh

manly. the lento fifei-ina '
could then lay on thin to being- . '
“The Voice ol the People?” For
lea an it do so now that it he:
been taken over by Verwoerdfe-
Alrikaanse l‘ers. .

Nevertheless prior to this latest
take-over. its 78 years of life give
it a place among the country's
oldest papers and the high qualtty
both of the journalism and the
technical production from the
very first issue are pioneering,
eflorts of which African jottrnal—
ism can well be proud.

(Next week: The A_P.0.. the Cape
Socia st, Abantu-Batho.)
 

Basuio Workers Back Cali .
For Liberation Front

Provisional Secretariat Formed

MASERU.
SUPPORT [or the formation

of a national liberation
front in Basutoland continues
to grow amongst all sections
at the people.
The call was first issued by Jo-

siel Lelela. veteran leader of
Lekhotla la Bafo (see New Age
September 27). This was followed
by the independent decision of the
Rasutoland African Students‘ As-
sociation to call for a united
front (New Age October ll)t
Now formal support for Lefela's

call has been pledged by the
Basuloland General Workers‘
Union. which met at Mohales-
hoek recently. and a secretariat
has already been formed headed
bY Mr. A, S. Makhele. Secretary-
General of the Basnloland Con»
gress of Trade Unions
MINIMUM PROGRAMME
The resolution of the Basuto-

land General Workers' Union says
a national minimum programme
of action should include the de-

mand for:
(l) Complete and immediate

independence and the establish-
ment of a democratic Lesotho in
which the civil rights and liberties
of every individual are guaranteed
with Moshoeshoe II as Head of
State

(2) Unity of all parties. chiefs.
personalities. trade unions, peasant
organisations. youth. women's and
students‘ movements irrespective
of ideology or political helief who
are prepared to work whole~
heartedly for (i) above

(3) Maximum and efficient or-
ganisation of the masses at Village.
area. district and national level in
order that the whole nation may
participate fully in nation-building
and freedom tasks.

(4) Development of close co-
operation with organisations in
Africa and the world which sup-
port the immediate independence
of Lesotho and in particular free-
dom movements in Beehttanaland.
Swaziland and South Africa and
in the PAFMECA area.

(5) An immediate and planned

programme to prepare the country
for radical agrarian reform. ecnnn-
mic development and administra-
tion of Lesotho. hy the Basntlm
and for the Basolhn.

(6) The development of a Na-
tional. democratic. collective
leadership of talents to organise
the freedom struggle in a planned
manner‘

FRONT COMMITTEES .
The General Workers‘ Union

suggests that wherever passihle
National Liberation Front com-
mittees should be formed all over
Lesotho representing the broadest
unity of all people prepared to
subscribe to this declaration

Village. local and district con-
ferences should he organised at
which this declaration can be dis-
cussed and at which action can be
decided upon. '

“Preparations should he started
to organise a National People‘s
Conference whose main objective
would be to determine the best
means of uniting all Basothp in a
patriotic and unselfish struggle for
freedom and independence."   


