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THE INTERNAL SITUATION.

The year 1977 has seen an intensification of the struggle of the people of
oouth Africa against the South African fascist and racist regime, This
struggle has continued into 1978, which is the international year against
apartheid,

RESISTANCE AGAINST BANTU EDUCATION s
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Background : The Bantu Education Act was passed in 1953, designed, in the words
of a government spokesman " to fit the Bantu more effectively for their
future occupations', namely to be unskilled lajourers for the Apartheid
system which provides such high profits for the multi-national corparations
that invest there,

In 1954, the African National Congress organised the people to withdraw their
children from the primary schools in protest against discrihlinatory educatiaon
In many areas the ANC organised "cultural clubs", which conducted education
under cover of cultural activities, but this was patently illegal and the
government forced these institutions to close down.

The struggle against Bantu education which flared up in 197€ is a manifestation
that a new generation has taken up the matter in a sharper form, In Soweto
last year 27,000 pupils boycotted classes, and not many of them registered
this year, The Secretary for Bantu Education estimated that 300,000 children
throughout the country boycotted schools for varying periods last year, some
staying away for many months, What is beyond doubt is that although the
poycotts started in OSoweto, they spread rapidly to other areas, both urban
and rural, including schools for Coloured children at the Cape, (This latter
was a demostration of solidarity as education for the Coloured people is not
governed yy the Bantu Education Act,)

In Bophuthatswana all schools were closed because of unrest; in Pietersburg

5 were shuty on the East Rand post-~primary schools were boycotteds in Pretoria
there were no less than 33 boycotts in Attridgeville alone, that + 18 one
township, | '

Port Llizaypeth was almost as good as Soweto, A1l 39,000 children at primary
and secondary schools stayed away, The Bantustans were not immune, In Venda
in the Northern Transvaal, 357 schools were shut and 100,000 pupils sent home,
In the Ciskei pupils boycotted schools but returned after Chief Sebe appealed
to parents, Despite this, Uitenhage had an alnost total boycott of higher
primary schools as well as secondary schools, while attendance at Kingwilliams-
~town was down to 7% at one stage, Craddock and Grahamstown had atttendances
described as "very poox",

Ve therefore see that Bantu Education is facing a crisis. Seven hundred
ooweto teachers have joined the pupils in their struggle against this evil
education system, by resigning from their posts,

Faced with this crisis, the fascist regime changed the Minister and the name
to the Department of Education and Training., In spite of this gimmick, as

late as last month it was reported in the press that "more than 120 school.
children are being held in connection with a flash riot in which a teacher

was stabbed to death and another seriously injured at St.,Augustine's High
School” in Dundee., Damage to school buildings, including a girls' hostel,
where windows were smashed and doors proken, is estimated at hundreds of
rands ..s L[wo other schools have also been disrupted recently., The principal
of the Nthembeni High School near Melmoth, said he received an anonymous
letter from Soweto demanding the expulsion of all Soweto pupils, This letter
had spread alarm ,.. and the Mlokothwa High School closed last week after a

student/staff disagreement" (Rand Daily Mail25 .4.1978)
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There are many more incidents of this neture in the cowmtry. It is cleawr
the authorities are unable to mestore the situation in the educational

field to what they term "normal",

As a result of our peoples unrelenting resistance the police have continued
harassing them and murdering them in the streets and in detention, The
Minister of Justice, Jimmy Kruger, is reported to have said that there are
600 trials pending under the Terrorism Act, This means that there will be
600 trials of activists in the country,

The police in camouflage uniform used teargas to disperse hundreds of students
in Diepkloof, Soweto , on 2nd May,1978.

It is reported that "a giant cordon was drawn around coweto, Alexandra and
Reef townships on the night of 3lst March,1978, in a joint operation by

the police and the army, Road blocks were set up in an effort to seck out
stolen cars, property and explosives, Soldiers armed with rifles and with
bayonets drawn, surrounded and stopped cars, Troops stood with weapons
pointing at occupantse. In some cases occupants - seacrched by police-= were
made to lean against the wvehicles with their arms in the air, The sweep,
described py Col. Gert Slapbert, head of the Johannesburg Riot Squad, as a
‘routine operation' was also designed to pioneer combined operations
between army, police and traffic officers, 'The army will be called in on
future operations to assist the police in combating many offences! y &
police spokesman said last night, Hundreds of vehicles were stopped on all
seven roads leading to Soweto, Military trucks, some drawing canvas-covered
trailers, were parked alongside the roadblocks, Troovs, policetmen and
traffic cops worked together as they searched the cars“s '"A total of 128
people, other than those detained under security laws, died in detention in
couth .ifrica last year, the Minister of Police, Iir Krugerrsaid, " (Rar@
Daily Mail 25¢4.1978) .

In another statement reported by the Star on 21.2,78, the Ministerr of
Justice said "The police shot and killed 149 pcople last year, most trying
to escape arrest, " All those shot were Africans, Coloured or Indisns,

The reported incidents of police prutality show beyond doubt that the

South African government is fascist and will not listen to reason, The
South A .jcen foscists are not prepered to permit any orgenisation which

is likefy to revive the resistonce of the people, This was cearly shwwn
by their clemping down on the new organisation AZAPO by srresting its
leader herdly 2 week after it was form-d,

L ACTI ITIES OF THE ANC INSID: T2 COUNTR',

Th t the ANC hasg stépped up cctivity inside the country in spite of the
difficulties that it frces, is testified to by the enemy, The lijnister of
Justicey, Jimmy Kmger, hos stgted th t he had crushed the ANC, Later he
was cuoted as saying : "The ANC _ * -shas come to stay with the people,
whaot wve can do is just to contain it,"

There cre so mony tricls involving ANC ccdres, th-t one almost loses count,
It is common knowledge thot necrly =11 of them whewre sabotrge or gun battle
with the enemy are involved, are crses where members of Umkhonto We Sizwe
are involved,

The Africen Nytion 1 Congress is saddened By these arrests, put this
indicctes the level of its involvement dg inst the enemy in the country,
One of our grll-nt comr-des, Solomon M_plangu, has been sentenced to death
for his activity in the city ag inst police reservists who tried to
apprehend #im when he was evoding errest,

The B.g Bli1y Mo41, 16.2.78 ond Citigen 17.2,78 , report "Thous-nds of

pamphlets urging violence and describing the mcking of home=mode bomhs, are
being distributedeeep/ %
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+eobeing distributed by the bonncd ANC throughout the country,
S,curity police, said th t the police recovered a lorge number of pamphlets ond
were tracking dowm those responsible for their distribution.s O, of the
pomphlets wos 1n the form of a comic strip depicting & love story which
urged violence cnd described how to make home-m2de bombse & _..ond two poged
pamphlet distributed colied for ncts of violence throughout the country.
Brigi Coetzee srid -they‘were digtributed in most black to mships near the
citiese L. ¢ ye Ty the ANC-~ ~gso distributed pomphlets in Chpe Towm bY
explosions in buckets,
Another report of the Daily Despatch, 24.2.78 , stotes :"Fijye p-mphlet
bombs exploded in Cépe Town geottering Cprismas ghoppers ond bfinging the
Security police out in full forces N, gne wrs injured in the blasts, The
first bomb exploded ot 4.15 pem, in Aggderly Street, ne"r the O0.K. Bpgaars,
the second vent off between two motor cycles porked at the corner of Lijyer
P1ein 2nd Dayling S¢reetse finother bomb exploeded on the C. Town railvay
«totion. ( Ng jnformotion was given a,out the other tvo wombs )
A CID ,fficer s~id "this is simply on ordinary battery bomb. 1, gonsists of
hundreds of p-mphlets, put connot c-use serious injury",
The blasts sc-ttered lecflets issued by the ANC, Similar bombs exploded in
Greemorket Square before Cyristmns lost yeor ond in verious city streets ihis
year,
Op 3rd Flﬁy’ 1978, e S¢~r ~nd Rend Dﬁij!_y M~31 reported "Several terrorists
o some heavily crmed with Byssion 4K A7 assoult rifles ~nd explosives, hove
been captured by D,rbrn Sccurity Pyilice. Lnpge quantitiesof ammunition ,
arms, explosives and some documents were 2lso seiwed. M,ch of this moterial
wos found hidden in the Cjty guburbse The police h-ve also uncovered
secret hiding plac¢es elsewhere in the ProVinCe wvhere ~rms ond explosives
were hidden, C_ 3, Hermon S¢ndler declined to disclosec how many terrorists
had b:en arrested,
Brige Zietsmon, H_nq of Sels bgecurity Polics, said that there were cleshes
with ANC yerrilas along the yorders of the Bjgtern T, -nsveal ond thot
there were casualties on both sides,
M.ny incidents of the activities of Myhonto Wg Sjmie heve not been repwrted
and in this ,ccount we h-ve not cited 211 the zctivities which were
reported in the presse
I, desperction apout the activities of the LNC ghe fescist police hive not
refrrined from viol-ting the sovercignity of the neighbouring lAgric n
st tes, South L epicon police ambushed two ANC pen in » core Ope of them
survived with bullet wounds cnd the other haos not been found, Ty jncident
took place between Syazilond and M,zombiquee The Sguth £ frican police
bboby=-tirapped the post office pox used py the ANC .y Mgnzini , Syozilond.
Comr~de Dym~, who opened the ,o0x lost and arm in the explosion.
Te foscist hove time ~nd agoin kidnapped members of the ANC from
neighbouring Sy-zilend and Bytswana,
Since the Sgweto yprising there has been a continued offensive ogrinst the
system py the mass of the people in -1l sorts of ways,
Tye politic 1 crisis for the V rster r:gime hos deepened, the military
activities of the ANC paye pecome nn import nt foetore There nove been meny
more s-botage attrcks thon those reported in the press and Sgvernl Special
Branch o' ficers heve hiuen executed, ¥Te pregime hos reocted to 211 this by
hitting out at everyon: who wpposed Aportheid, There is not going to be a
Jull in the struggle. 1978, as it hos already been shown, will 2gain be an
import'nt yeers Ng one is going to terrorise the people into submission.
Tye ANC j5 determined to continue the ermed struggle « V¢ are chollenging
the bastion of rerction in S yth Africa, R
The foscist regime...P/,q,..




The foscist regime is Yeing ~ssisted by o number of impericlist countries, IT

is on this bosis that we c¢21l on the Liper tion Cymmittee to giwme more finoncicl
-nd materi~l Bd helps The Liner tion U ympittee must realise the imperctive need
of cssisting the ANC jn pinning dowvn the enemy ond in this wey the crmed

struggle of dimb-bwe ~nd Nopibia will be helped to win greedom for their

peoples,
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