NI VS \“ Q m\G‘_

Neo Muumzana s the
ve of the Observer Mission ¢

R Netional Congress
Sufl to the J:ﬁd %s
Neow rort. He was interviewed for Pal-
estine Focus af the “Beyond Contain-

ment” conference in Washington, DC in
May 1988.

rr:nmumcwwu%-
h'hEW%

simi erences 0o you see in
terms of the uprising in South Africa?
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another, and t Y raniisied this ide-
ology into a constllttkml reality in
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South African peoples’ land, by Zionism
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Africa. In both cases, you are confronted
with a situation which the people must,
inevitably, find onacceptable, where they
mll mcviubly engage in a struggle to
the of apartheid and

Zlansm

The current uprisings represent a8 very
important landmark in the road of the
Palestinian struggle, for their right to
determine their destiny, 10 create a Pales-
tinian state and a homeland. As in all
struggles, there is an element of spontan-
eity, which reflects the degree to which
the wre\chednsas.alihe, people, imposed
by Zionism, has frustrated the people.
There s of organization, also,
which reflects the political work which
the PLO, the sole authentic representative
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of the Palestinian people, has been doing.
As was the case when similar wprisings
started in South Africa in 1976, we think

that uprisings in the occupied territories are
going 10 become a permanent feature of the
situation in Palestine wntil the problem in

that country is resolved, and the Palestinians

wigtheiz right w0 determine their destny.

When we ook at what the

- Palextinians dre doing, we see
olirselyes . When we look at the
Zwmst staté. we see the aparthetd
state

Israel, of course, has responded to those
uprisings in exactly the same way that
apartheid responded, and continues to
respond, to the uprisings in South Africa,

with more and more violence, which repre-
sents & refusal 0 scknowledge reality.
It has become urgently necessary for the

Palestinian people 10 have their right 0
deermine their destiny recognized. Again,
as is the case in South Africa, they have

responded by imposing censorship on the
coverage of the uprisings. One, 10 try and
hide from international view, the crimes
that they perpetrate against the Palestinian
people, in the same way that apartheid tries

10 hide the crimes that they perpetrate
sgainst the people of South Africa. Two,
and in the strategic sense even more impor-
tant, rying 10 hide the { that
-\ YAUON movement insid
. Which translates into the ponihlny
ism losing control of the situation,
in the same way that spartheid has been
trying to hide from the international
community the fact that it has lost con-
trol of the situation in South Africa.

These are the more important similarities
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PF: When the South African govern-
ment did its news blackout, it had an
effect on Gic movement hwre. Do ieel
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NM: Centainly they are. The censorship
in South Africa has had the effect of
demobilizing certain components of the
antispartheid solidarity movement in the
United States. Largely because, regretta-
ble as it is, it is true that in the United
States if an issue is not seen on televi-
sion, if it's not on the front pages of the
newspapers, it ceases to exist. But |
think in the case of what is happening in
the occupied territories, we want 10 profit
from our experience on the effect of the
press being in South Africa, and try (o0
svoid a similar outcome. This means all
people who sepport the just and
iimate struggle of the Palestinian
peopie led by the PLO, need 10 develop
means of making information available
sbout what is happening. It means, in
general, and this applies 10 the entire
broad from of solidarity movements, that
they must develop a counter-information
service. We must wutilize whatever
resources we have 10 keep the issue alive
in the public awareness.




