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w IVERSITY STUDENTS AT THE SOMAFCO.

1.-!:3 The Education Committee, Lusaka, has been informed that there is a
giqwing oomponent of students at SOMAFCO who are in the Post Matric catep
gary or who have been redirected for some reason from post sghool studiap
eitewhere. There are also a number of students who are either awajting 1
sqholarsha.ps or the eommencement of their agademig year at the Univorﬂit;
ef their placement: !ith the rap!.d. expanbioh of numbers at the College tﬁo

ltud.ents in these categories ean also be expedted to mqreaae‘

21;'- It has been the practise up to now to use some of these atudantﬁ for :
tdaching and this should continue, But when the numbers are larger there
lupr well be a problem of interyat ing these preguniversity students into
the work of the College,

3¢ It is proposed that a special programme be desined for these studerts

sq that they may pursue their studies while their future is being worked:

m#. This programme should be broad in scope and not specialised, being

baped. en interdis¢iplinary approaches and goursesg They should also oontl,.in
an element of induotion into university type studies for those students ’ho
ha've not yet been exposed to posigschool studiesy; Considerations of methodolw
q. learning styles and general principles of pedaghgy would have tp be
oﬁi'porated in the programme,

"O

4.; ne pessibility is that Open University Foundation Course material
si;oﬂd be obtained as a starting point for the programme, These gourses

arf designed for learners who have no partiocular schooling background, si.noe
the great majority of Open University students do not have formal entry m‘
qq,remams for conventional universities, Since many of eur own students

uhé have been through Bantu Edueation are not up to university level, they
tn? fall into the category of prewuniversity students, Open university .
cozu-nu may even be too diffioult for some of them but this problem gan lp
ovqmme if group 1earning methods are adopted at SOMAFCO.




5; It is augggsted that all students at the presuniversity level are
sgreedned at SBMAFCO and that they be placed in study groups according
t6 broad subject interest, e.g. Science, Technology, Soeial Science eto.
One student should be elected or appointed as ‘animateur' or group leader
and he or she should be directly responsible to the Principal for the
lmrk of his/her group.

6. The advantage of starting off with Open University material is that a '
wﬁole one year's course is produced in toto. The work is also pro s
in terms of time spent on each seotion, in the stages of learning and in
self assessment. The courses are designed for distance learning so that thay
are fully comprehensive and self explanatory. Most of the courses are so
lmoad that they can also be tutored by a person who is not a ppecialist in
several of the disciplines, For instance in Social Science, one need not

be. a specialist in all the four disciplines -~ economies, psyechology, polj..
-I::l,os and geography, in order to teach the ocourse as a whole. In Britain v

these courses are in fact taught by people who may be specialists in only
or;e of the arecas, '@

Te Since they are discotance teaching packages, our students at SOMAFCO :
oquld, in principle be assisted at a distances That is, while they would
matly benefit from advice and tutoring on site, they oould also be advised
a.t a distance. For instance their essays and assignments could be mnitored
by a group of tutors located say, in Lusaka., These tutors can then pay ;
oqecasional visits to the students who hold crash courses, provide intensive
tqition and general advice. The system would require detailed nrganidn‘bién.
but it should be possible to mount such a programme, In any case it Beenq

tq be the best we can do at present given the staffing situation at the
;_llege- :

B. Obtaining the course material presents no problem, A full sourse costs
legs than 50 and it can be used by several people at the same time, I
have previously arranged with colleagues at the Open University, in fact

wi'l;h the branch of the Assooiation of University Teachers braneh at the

University, that they would provide any back up we needed, I have also

B
. abassundire .
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snlioi'ted an undertaking from IUEF in Geneva that they would pay for any
onurse material we need and would in faot adopt any such student for d.tatance

u;e'thod study. These arrangements were made more than a yecar ago tut I am
oar'tain they can be reactivated,

2. The Foundation Courses catrerd for are in Science, Maths, Sovial Science
Arta and Technology. Each of these headings covers at least four :lndz.v:i.dual
disciplines but they are essentially interdisciplinary coursesgq :

10. Open University Teaching is based on correspondence material but it is
sqppoﬁed. by a wide range of supporting material. There are TV tapes whiéh can
'ba played on audio=-visual equipment, radio cassettes, records, science hﬂne
kita and many many more, In principle all these devices and material oon.'l.d

he made available at SOMAFCO, They are not expensive, and being deaigmed‘ for
hqme learning are light in weight and small in size, They are readily ad.ép-
table fgf: our situation,

o

11e It has been suggested that some of our students might spend a consid:nrm
ble time at SOMAFCO for one reason or another. If these students want to
earn actual oredits from the Open University, they would have to be enrﬂlled
w the university and this can only be dond by residing in Britain for a.;
short time. They can then complete their studies anywhere in the world, -;
Afdiﬁtinction must therefore be drawn between students actually working :[or
cﬁadits with the Open University and those studying informally. The lattér
category oould ofcourse be prepared for entry exams at other univermtiet

and their study must therefore not be wested, ;!

A
1

12. The main objective of this proposal of Pre~lniversity studies at SMOO
ia to begin the educational process of what will soon be a large number ?f
students. The system should be seen as interim and flexible until a full
Boale programme of a more permanent ‘nature can be designed.




13 In particular it is recognised that Open University materials in the
Sc§001 Science and Arts type subjects would not be oriented in the wa,y we
wogld likes On the other hand Science-type subjects would be eminently
suitable. It is suggested that we should treat the material in the first
oa.j::egory as a learning base to be filled in by our own staff to the best of
ou_i- ability and to be supplemented by a solid component of reading ma,tariai.

14; Finally, one of the strongest arguments for commencing this programme
is that it enables us to exercise a bit of self-heclp as a college and that
students are encouraged to develop the capacity of self-learning ocmbined
wij:h group study.‘ Both these qualities are vital for their future develognen‘t.

B.T,
2/9/19.




