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Rt. Hon. Lynda Chal ker,

M nister of State for Foreign and Comonweal th Affairs,

Forei gn and Commonweal th Office,

London,

SWLA 2AH.

9 February 1989.

| have recently receivedlinformation on the South African

det ai nees now on hunger’strike in prisons in Johannesburg and
Port Elizabeth. | a

The hunger strike began on 23 January 1989 when seven det ai nees
at Di epkl oof Prison near Soweto began refusing to take food. The
nunbers on hunger strike have now reached over two hundred and
the prison authorities have resorted to forcibly drip feeding
those who have been refusing food the | ongest. -

The British Governnent has stated on nore than one occasion its
opposition to detention without trial. | welcone your statenent
in the House yesterday in which you said that;

"A great deal would be achieved by the unconditi onal

rel ease of all political detainees"

| would therefore urge you as’a m ni mum course of action to
sunmon at once the South African Arbassador to the Foreign Ofice
and demand the i medi ate and unconditional release of all
detainees. In addition the British Anbassador to South Africa
should forthwith | odge a denmand with the State President in
Pretoria for the unconditional rel ease of all detainees.

The British Governnent should then take steps to initiate action
in the EEC, the Conmmpnwealth and the United Nations to bring
pressure to bear on the South African Governnent unconditionally
to rel ease all detainees.

This | believe is the very mnimumthat the British Governnent
shoul d undertake if its policy of opposition to detention without
trial is to have any credibility at all.

AL, AM

Geof frey Bi ndman

Chair.

SATI S (Sout hern Africa - The Inprisoned Socie-ty) draws together representalives trom All
i ance of Radical Methodists, Anti-Apanheid Movenent.

Brnfsh Defence and Aid Fund, COSA WH, Hal dane Society, International Defence and Aid Fund
, Liberation, National League a! Young Liberals.

Nati onal Uni on of Students. Nam bian Support Conmittee, Pax Christi, Society of Black Law
yers, TASS, UNA Youth COUnClI.
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STATEMENT BY HUNGER STRI KERS

We t he detai nees at Johannesburg prison have decided to enmbark on
a hunger strike on individual voluntary basis to protest at our
unjustified prolonged detention without trial and to demand our

i medi ate unconditional release fromdetention. Many of us have
spent nore than 24 nonths in detention and everytinme we are
redetai ned we are supllied with 'new reasons’ fabricated and
spurred out of the heads of our captors.

Qur protest action stens from our painful experience and deep
conviction that the reginme intends to keep.us here indefinitely.
We are effectively sentenced to | ong prison terns w thout

meani ngf ul recourse to courts of law to prove our innocence. W
al so believe that our continued detention stenms fromthe
regime’s malicious intention to use us as a scape-goat for their
failure to address fundanental issues of the | and and nationa
grievances of our people. Qur detention cannot stop the struggle
for freedom

We have tried everything in our power tO persuade the regine to
rel ease us. W have sent menoranda, petitions and
representations to both the Mnister of Law and Orderr Adrien
Viok and to the State President P.W Botha; exhorting themto
address thensel ves to our situation, but to no avail. Some
det ai nees sought several court interdicts as a last resort to
secure their rel ease. The regi ne showed not the slightest
concern, but instead proceeded to tighten up every knot and

cl osed up whatever existing | egal channel there was to secure our
rel ease. To add insult to injury, all canpaigns and calls for
the rel ease of detainees were also declared illegal. Al these

i nhuman neasures have convinced us that the regine will not nove
on detentions. W are also convinced that we have exhausted all
ot her nmeans available to us. At the sane tine we insist that we
have committed no crine and therefore do not deserve to be here.
We shall go on with our hunger strike for as long as it takes to
secure our rel ease, whatever the consequences.

W see our action as the result of conscious, deliberate and

vol untary personal choice. W hope it shall also reflect to both
the national and the international community, varying cases of
pai nful experiences, stress, hardship and torture borne by
det ai ness at the various points of detention. Sone of us may
never recover fromthe effects of this long unjustified
detention. Qur action should disprove the regine’s propaganda
and distorted piture about detainees in South African prisons.
SATI S (Southern Atrica - The | nprisoned-Society) draws together representatives fromAlli
ance of Radical Methodists, Anti-Apanheid Mvenent. |

British Defence and Aid Fund, COSA WR. Hal dane Society. International Defence and Aid Fun
d, Liberation, National League of Young Liberals.

Nati onal Uni on of Students, Nam bian Support Conmittee, Pax Christi, Society of Black Law
yers, TASS, UNA Youth Council



W are detainees fromall walks of life; workers, students,
yout h, teachers, trade unionists, Christians, parents etc.,
Amongst us there are breadw nners and children under age. W

al so have students whose future is deliberately wasted here.
School s have just re-opened whilst npst students are still in
detention, having already | ost on one to two years of study. Few
of us in detention do not even belong to Anti-Apartheid

organi sati ons and have never opposed apartheid in a self

consci ous way.

However, nost of us are peace-loving denocrats, respectable
nmenbers of our denocratic organi sati ons who, throughout our
opposition to unjust |laws, practised consistently our peacefu
nmet hods of opposition and protest to apartheid. We are strongly
conmitted to a denocratic future for our country. We are fully
aware of the risks and dangers involved in our action and the
divisive tactics the regine nmight use to break our action, but we
are determined to go on until everyone is released. W al so
demand the rel ease of all other detaineeS held under the State of
Emergency in South African prisons. Nothing save our tota

rel ease shall dissuade us fromour cQurse of action.

Press rel ese bx the whol e communi tx of detainees not on hunger
strike

We, the detainees, presently not on hunger strike at Johannesburg
Prison, pledge our total and unreserved support for our conrades
on hunger strike. W fully align ourselves with the demand for
the release of all other detainees held under the State of
Emergency in South African prisons. W support those on hunger
strike norally and spiritually, furthernore, we al so prom se not
to rest until we are all released. W al so nake an urgent plea
to our people outside to persuade the regine to intervene before
the situation deteriorates ever further. W insist that we have
conmitted no crime and do not deserve to be here. W further
demand the uplifting of the State of Energency and the unbanning
of our denocratic organisations. W shall not rest until we are
all rel eased, whatever the consequences.

10 February 1989.
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DETAI NEES' HUNGER STRI KE | N SOQUTH AFRI CA

Over two hundred detai nees are now on hunger strike in South

Africa. Seven detainees at Diepkl oof Prison near Soweto began

their hunger stike on 23.January 1989. and have since been joi ned
by many others. At |east 15 have been hospitalised and the prison .
authorities have now resorted to forcibly drip feeding those who
have been refusing food the | ongest.

Thi s hunger strike is the nost significant of its kind ever to
occur in South Africa and in its size and co-ordi nati on we can

see reflected the strength of nmass denocratic opposition to the
State of Emergency, now in its third year, and to detention

without trial. In support of the detainees at |east 42 | awers
representing the fasting prisoners have stated they intended to

fast for 48 hours in synpathy with the detainees.

In a statement the strikers decl ared;

"W the detainees at Johannesburg prison have decided to enbark .-
on a hunger strike to protest at our unjustified prolonged
detention without trial and to demand our inmediate unconditiona
rel ease fromdetention."

Many of these detainees are now approachi ng one thousand days in
detention. They have been neither charged with any offfence nor
brought to trial. They have sent numerous nenoranda and letters

to the Mnisters of Law and Order and JustiCe and to the State
Presi dent denanding they be rel eased and stating why they believe

that their continued detention is unjust.

Their continued incarceration in the face of these appeal s has

| ed many of those detained to the conclusion that the only way

they will get out of prison is to deploy the use of the drastic

weapon of a hunger strike: denying thenselves food, even if this
neans j eopardising their health, even their |ives.

In response SATIS calls for the inmediate and unconditiona

rel ease of the Di epkl oof detainees and all other detainees held

by the apartheid regine.

SATI S supporters are asked to act in solidarity with the hunger

strikers and all detainees by witing to;

PTO

SATI S (Southern Alrica- The Inprisoned Society) drawstogether representatives fromAllian

ce of Radlcal Methodists, AntFApartheid Mvenent, |

British Defence and Aid Fund, COSA WR, Hal dane Society, Intemational Defence and Ald Fund
Li beration, National League of Young Liberals,

Nati onal Uni on of Students, Nam bian Support Conmittee. Pax Christi. Society of Black Law

yers, TASS, UNA Yout h Council
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The State President,

Uni on Bui | di ngs,

PRETORI A 0001,

Sout h Afri ca.

Letters should call for the imedi ate rel ease of all those
det ai ned.

B)

Rt. Hon; Lynda Chal ker,

M nister of State for Foreign and Comonweal th Affairs,

Forei gn and Commonweal th Office,

London, SWLA 2AH.

Letters should point out that the position of the British
CGovernment is to oppose detention without trial and therefore
witers should ask what the British governnent is doing in
relation to securing the rel ease of those on hunger strike and
all other detainees in South Africa.

0

Letters of solidarity with the hunger strikers and all detainees
in South Africa can be sent to the;

Humans Ri ghts Commi ssi on,

PO Box 32723,

Braanf ontein 2017,

Johannesbur g,

Sout h Afri ca.

Pl ease find encl osed a copy of the statenment witten by the
det ai nees of Diepkloof Prison in relation to the hunger strike.
A

Yours sincerely,

Paul Brannen,

SATI S Convenor.



