a Gatting snubs’anti-ap
M KE GATTI NG captain of the rebe
cricket tour to South Africa, yesterday
refused to neet four anti-apartheid
canpai gners .who had flown from
Johannesburg In an attenpt to di ssuade
the cricketers fromgoing, wites David
G aves.
The canpai gners, who included M Krish
Maeker dhui . president of the South African
Cricket Board. the governing body of non-
raeial cricket. WCHUO Lord’ s where Gatting
was playing for M ddl esex against North-
anptonshire, bl". he declined to see them
Rai n had stopped play when the del ega-
tion arrived and the forner England cap-
tain was available in the ground but the
del egation was net Instead at the nain gate
by Col John Stephenson. secretary of MCC
M Mackerdhl ul gave hima letter
addressed to Getting inviting the player to
neet the del egation before they | eave
London tenol’ row.
.4
OVER THERE: W I Ilie-John MBride and players Steve Snuth, Paul Rendall and Jeff Probyn arr
ive in
Johannesburg for the rugby tour. OVER HERE (bel ow): anti-apartheid group-Mrphy Mrobe, N
gconde’
Bal four, M H atswayo a _nd Krish Mackerdhuj _arrive in London to canpai gn against the reb
el cricket tour
arth
group into Lord's, told M Mackerdhuj:
"l'ive come down here because | don't want
you to feel we have been di seourteous in any
way. Mke Gatting is playing in a nmatch and
[ive cone down to accept it on his behalf."
M Mackerdhuj said he was surprised the
del egation had not been invited into Lord’s.
The letter to Gatting said: tilt has been
reported that you are undertaking the tour
to hel p devel op non-racial cricket in South
Africa. This is certainly not the view of the
overwhel ming majority of South Africans.”
The del egation’s visit is part of the npst
sust ai ned protest against sporting |inks
with South Africa for nearly 20 years.
| aunched by the Anti-Apartheid Myvenent.
Sone 28 protests are planned at matches
i nvol ving the 14 menbers of the rebel squad
before the end of the cricket season.
The ot her menbers of the del egati on were
M Mur phy Morobe, of the United Denp-
cratic Front. ' ho has tw ce been detai ned
H at shwayo, of the Congress of South Afri.
can Trade Unions, and M Ngconde Bal f our
of the National Sports Congress, who has
been out of detention for two weeks having
spent five nonths in solitary confinenent.
The del egation |later met M Roy Hatters-
| ey, deputy Labour |eader, and M Norman
WIllis. TUC general secretary.
ei d del egation
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Last night M Hattersley urged Ms
Thatcher to intervene with a robust eon-
demmation of the tour in an effort to per-
suade the players to pull out.
0 Steve Smith, the Ireland hooker, became
the first nmenber of the victorious British
Li ons squad to show officially his support
for the South African Rugby Boardis cente-
nary cel ebrations when he arrived in Johan-
nesburg yesterday. Wasps' Paul Rendal
and Jet? Probyn were passengers on the
same plane along with tour nanager WIllie-
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