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PERSPECTIVES OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN  REVOLUTION

N.,B. DRAFT DISCUSSION DOCUMENT
ALL COMMENTS TO BE SENT IN BY JAN, 21st 1968,

The development of the guerilla struggle in Southern Africa has
naturally aroused tremendous interest all over the world. The fighting in

Zimbabwe which has recently been intensified marks the first armed struggle in

the country since 1896, The units of Umkhonto We Sizwe (The Spear of the
Natien) which are fighting jointly with their comrades of ZAPU are ralising
the banner of armed struggle in South Africa sixty years after the Bambata
rebellion of 1906, The repercussions of these actions in Southern Africa

are already profound even though they are only at the elementary stage of

the revolution, The imperialists and their servitors in Southern Africa

have been engaged in their own assessment of these events. The talks between
Geerge Thomson, the British Commonwealth Secretary and South African and
Rhodesian White politicians was in large measure a reflection of anxiety at
the implications of the spread of guerilla struggle to Rhodesia and South

Africa,

T+ is natural that the revolutionaries in Africa and elsewhere who
fully support the just struggle of the South African people are deeply con-
cerned about the present stage of the revolution., Anxious to see the victory
of the South African revolution in the shortest possible time all progressive
people the world over desire to understand the thinking of the South African
1iberation movement as to the perspectives, strategy and tactics of the South

African revolution.

The struggle for liberation in South Africa has a long and proud record,
The oppressed people and workers of South Africa have created organisations
which have consistently led the masses in movements against racialism and
expleitation for democracy, equality and freedom., In the course of the
struggle of decades the South African people have made use of many forms of
struggle - parliamentary, trade unions, strikes, civil disobedience, boycotts,

demonstrations. The organisations of the people have remained amazingly stable

throughout the last fifty odd years., Thus the African “ational Congress has
been the embodiment of the liberation movement in South Africa for the last
fifty-five years; The South African Communist Party is forty-six years old.
The fact of the experience of the political movements 1s a great positive
factor. Yet it can also be a negative feature as it may 1n some senses
inhibit appreciation of the really radical and sharp turn taken by the move-
ment when the decision was taken to prepare for the armed struggle which has
now broken out. Thus some sections of the movement have tended toO regard the
armed struggle as the adoption of one more of a large number of methods of
struggle. In a sense this is true. The armed struggle does not invalidate
the use of other forms of mass struggle. In fact under conditions of armed
struggle, in which the people have the means to protect themselves against
indiscriminate terrorisation by the ruling class, other forms of mass struggle
will acquite new force and importance. But in another sense it is quite wrong
to regard the armed struggle in South Africa as no more than another method of
struggle. The decision to resort to armed revolutionary struggle for the
overthrow of the South African regime was arrived at after decades of struggle
and sacrifice. It is the result of a cool and scientific assessment of the
realities of the South African situation. It will call for a complete and
revolutionary change in the masses, theilr organisations - in habits, methods
and quality of leadership, The process has begun, To the extent that the
whole of the oppressed and progressive people in South Africa can be trans-
formed into a force for the waging of a total people's war, the victory of

the revolution will be assured,

Consideration of the propsects of revolution in any country in our
time involves a study of both international and internal factors, Furthermore,
81l factors - ebjective and subjective, economic, political, social and
military all form part of the process. And let it be said at once that we

believe that it is the task and duty of a political leadership to make such




an assessment, In our case the African National Congress and its alliles

in the liberation movement were and are unanimous that armed revolution is
the way out for the South African struggle for freedom, and the army oI the
people is being built by the political movement. hat lay behind the
decision of the ANC and its allies?

"« The International Climate

The counter-offensive of imperialism which attempts to turn back the
clock of history continues unabated., In Vietnam the United btates has
committed naked aggression against the people of that country, Regardloess
of the consequences the United btates steadily escalates the war and 1s
now standing on the brink of war with other neighbouring states, Despite
tramendous suffering the heroic Vietnamese people have fought the military
machine of the biggest imperialist power to a halt, With great skill and
courage the forces of the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam have

shown that the export of counter-revolution can be an expensive and utterly
fruitless venture even by a world power., By their struggle the Vietnamese
people are rendering a direct help to fighters for freedom all over the
world including South Africa, Other aspects of the imperialist counter-
of fensive have been the Arab-Israeli conflict whose aim was to overthrow
the government of the UAR and Syria. This most serious attack failed 1n
its objectives and one of its side-effects ~ the closing of the buez
Canal - has had unexpected economic effects on the imperialists them-
selves; In Bolivia the counter-revolution aided by the CIA deprived us
of Che Guevara - the outstanding Communist revolutionary, The situation
in Greece and then in Cyprus has aggravated tension to a high pitch 1n
the lMediterranean,

6. A negative feature of the international situation is also the con-
tinuing division in the progressive forces occasioned by the greatl power
and chauvinistic policy pursued by the Mao Tse-Tung group in China,

{a Yet despite these set-backs the world situation looked at not 1n
this or that particular sector but taken as a whole reflects the growing
strength of the progressive forces, INo problem in the world can be solved
without taking into account the views of the sSoviet Union, the bulwark of
the progressive forces which in its fifty-first year of existence is
experiencing a mighty flowering of its economy, science and technology,
culture and military might. .11 the socinlist countries are successfully
asccomplishing the reforms of economic management necessary in the period
of the second great stage of socialist conscruction., already the socialis?t
countries who constitute a third of the world's population are producing
more than a third of the world's goods,

Be The working class in the developed capitalist countries 1s growing
and gaining greater moral authority and strength. The mass strugoles
against Vietnam and exploitation by the monopolies are becoming fiercer
every day. The people will not tolerate a lowering of their standards of
living through increased taxation, economic freeze, and other methods.
The crisis of world copitalism of which the most dram.tic manifestatilon
has been the devaluation of the pound sterling continues to harrass the
imperialists. The contradictions between the imperialist powers are
reaching crisis proportions. The attack on the dominance of the dollar
by france indicates that the post-war supremacy of the United States 1s
«ver. The aroused capitalist powers of Europe are reaching out for a
areater share of imperialist loot, in the two-thirds oi the world still
subject to imperialist exploitation, France which 18 in many ways the
stalking horse of the revanchist “West German ruling class has taker the
lead in the challenge to United States dominance of the capitallst world.,

R The United States is faced not only by the external problems
ageravated by its aggression on Vietnam but by a serious and profound
?1 ( crisis at home where the Americans of ifricon descent have mounted a
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powerful attack on racisn, and national oppression in actions that have
racked the citadel of imperialisn, The deter:ination of Africans in the
United otates to fight for their rights by all neans is a vital support

to our struggle agninst racisc and national oppression in Southern Africa,

The economnic crisis of capitalism and the collopse of the arrange-
nents governing the international nonetary systeu devised at Bretton iWoods
after the second world war vitally affect South Africa, the greatest
producer of gold in the capitalist world, The gold nining industry, the
sreatest earner of foreign exchinge in our country and still the most power-
ful single factor directly and indirectly in the econoiy has flourished on
the basis of the most diabolically ruthless exploitation of the African
people not only in the country but in neighbouring states as well, An
increase in the price of gold in relation to the dollar would give a blg
boost to the econory of South Africa. Some have argued that therefore this
would harper the development of the South Africen revolution and that there
is therefore a contradiction between the attack on the dollar by France and
the interests of the South African oppressed people, This is absolute
nonsense. An increase in the price of gold would ~wultiply by many tines the
contradictions in the South African systeri in which econonic developnient 18
being deliberately retarded by racialisn and apartheid. The country's
natural econonmic developnent is being subjected to artificial brakes in the
interests of protecting the privileges and political power oi the white
minority. It is not developrent or the '"prosperity'" of South Africa that
keeps the African people oppressed, It is the ruthless exploitation and
oppression of our people which naintains the privileged ninority 1in
"prosperity" at our expense, The discovery of new gold mines on the I'ree
State and the devaluation of 1949 led to a so-called tremendous advance in
the econoiy of South Africa, This was the period of the nost militant and
deternined struggles of the African people. The l1dea that revolution only
occurs in periods of "econonic crisis" is so one-sided =and undialectical that
it cannot be seriously considered,

The national liberation noveent in Asia, Africa and Latin America

as nade giant strides. The formal political independence enjoyed by
approxiiately sixty states since the second world war has now begun to
assune nore profound forms of social and econorniic independence. The 1ssue
now facing the newly independent states is how to overcone the legacy of
backwardness left by colonialisn; how to gnain control of theilr eCconoiiles
from iiperialist control; how to escape fron the strait-jacket of production
of prirary products whose prices are subject to the whins of the interna-
tional capitalist market and to start thelr own industries; how to smash
the intrigues of neo-colonialisn and advance to the developrient of
independent national econonies, The new state of national liberation
carries with it dangers and hazards greater perhaps than the fight for
politicnl independence itself, The nilitary coups suffered by Africa in
the last two years illustrate the problcns we now face, Nevertheless 1n
the asscssicnt of the situation as it affects our revolution the victories
of the liberation movernent and the rise of independent states nust count
ag a very decisive f.ictor,

The continental balance of power in Africa has shifted especially in
relation to the White-ruled states in Southern africa which now have o
reckon with thec problems of dealing with and being neighbours of states
whose basic interests are dianetrically opposed to theirs, The fact taat
their neighbours are ruled by ifrican governnments and not by their
imperinlist partners produces differences which help the liberation
covercnts., This is so even where the African states concerned are
ccononicnlly dependent on the White minority states and are governed by
reactionary governnients, Our bitterness and annoyance with the govern-
~ents of Banda in Malawi and Leabua Jonathan in Lesotho nust not lead to
the absurd unhistorical and reactionary conclusion that these countries
were better when they were ruled by iperialist Britain, The true
challenge in these countries as in all newly independent states 1s tO
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advance fron formal political independence into econonic and social
independence, This will be achieved through struggle,

Consideration of the international clinmate in which our revolution
takes place would not be coriplete without nention of the international
solidarity movernient against the apartheid regine. The people of the world
abhor apartheid and all it stands for. The Apartheid regine is on the noral
and political defensive in the world's councils, Hence its arguments now
centre wholly on the econonic prospects of the Republic of South Africa
based on blatant appeals to the most acquisivive instincts of capitalisn,
Profits and high dividends based on cheap ifrican labour, are the lures
of the apartheid regine,

Surmarising then we can say that the international climate operates
in fovour of the South African revolution., The progressive forces in the
soci~list dountries, in the metropolitan countries and in the third world
certainly favour our revolution and as the struggle develops will be
mobilised even rore effectively in its support. Our ruling class is
internationally in a weak position in the political and noral sense, The
econorlyy of which they boast rests on the labour of the oppressed people,
This is the Achilles heel which nakes the South African regine nore
vulnerable as the oppressed people, with arms in hand, strive for their
liberation,

Southern Africa

The struggle for freedom in our country is closely linked with the
destiny of the whole of Southern Africa,

Overshadowing developnents in this region 1s the activity of the
oreat nining octopus whose interests are to be found in South Africa,
Swaziland, Rhodesia, Zambia, Congo (Kinshasa), Angola, South West Africa,
Botswana and Lesotho, In all these countries minerals are to be found
which the great nining corpanies own and exploit, ©Not only that but the
l1obour required for the extraction of the mineral wealth is recrulted
frorn these and other neighbouring countries such as Mozambique and Malawil,
Around this nining activity has sprung up the vast and complex network
of industries, farning, banking, lnsurance, property dealing, corrnunica-
tions, transport, harbours, labour control, and services of all kinds
which constitute the tentacles of the mining octopus, itself closely linked
with international imperialisn, A close exanination of the companies
concerned in all these activities and the personalities of the men running
ther: reveals an inter-locking of interests and directorships which 1s
absolutely astonishing, With Johannesburg as their nain centre, these
mining rmonopolies pull the strings which keep over thirty-five million
Africans in bondage.

The nilitary and security nachine operated in Southern Africa by
the white ninority governments and Portugal 1s prinarily intended toO
safeguard the interests of the cgreat nining monopolies, Until the power
of these groups is snashed it will be difficult if not impossible for
even the forrnlly independent states within Southern Africa to control
their destiny and toke their own econoniic path,

The challenge to the awesome power of the mining monopolies ond
their servitors in thc governnents of Southern africa lies 1n the
African liberation movenient whose struggle 1is clearly in a new and
higher stage.

The issues t stake in Southern usfrica and the fantastic naze of
contradictions in the situation have been nost araphically revealed 1n
the continuing crisis of Rhodesia, 1t is here that the focus of con-
tradicitions lies in bouthern ifrica,




20, The basic conflict is that between the .frican people and the ruling
white ninority in Rhodesia, The ifrican people led by their national
organisation ZAPU (Zinbabwe .ifricon People's Union) are waging a
couragzeous strugpile for their liberation frori local and external
inperialism, Towards the liberation struggle of the people the Rhodeslan
ruling class is vicious and terroristic,

A Marginal to the basic issue of the freedor: of the four and a half
million African people in their own country is the quarrel between Great
Britain and the Rhodesian Whites, This is a veritable case of thieves
falling out, The thieves who have deprived the Africans of their country
and have jointly exploited the people for decades are quarelling over the
loot, Both are discussing what is not and has never been theirs, And as
partners in the oppression and exploitation of the Africans in Rhodesia for
so long every effort has to be made to get a tidy and gentlemanly dissolu-
tion of the partnership., Vere it not so tragic for the nasses of oppressed
people the situation has all the elements of a hilarious comedy., 4And like
all good conmedy the action is enhanced by the air of dead seriousness with
which the actors go through their parts,

2l The British inperialists who are the bloodiest and most ruthless 1n
history claim there has been 2 rebellion against them in the "colony of
Rhodesia". They, however, will not and in fact cannot use force against
the "rebels", Not only that, but they will not allow anybody else to use
force against the "rebel regime" not even the oppressed African people who
suffer under it., The action proposed against the White ninority regine
is the application of economic sanctions whose operation is now a cruel farce.

254 It took a detachnent of ANC and ZAPU guerrillas to expose the entire
farce in a2ll its nakedness, ‘Lhe reactions to the ~ctions of the freedon
fighters who fought the battles in Wenkie in August this year ran to copy-
book forn. The Ian Smith group which is not recognised as a government
anywhere in the world, asked for help fron the governnent of South Africa,
Troops and planes were sent by South Africa to Rhodesia without the consent
of Britain which is supposed to be the soverelgn power in Rhodesia, Britailn
then sent a note to Zombia rebuking that country for allegedly. "harbouring
terrorists'"., The African people fighting agalinst a bunch of "rebels'" who
are oppressing them in their own country are described as '"terrorists.,"
Endless neetings were held in London, 3alisbury and Pretoria, presumably to
try and alter the script of the comedy. The whole Rhodeslan case is a
sickening exaple of the contempt with which the imperialists hold the rest

of nankind.

24, The armed actions of the ZAPU-ANC freedon fighters were the first
exrrole of liberation rnoverents from two neighbouring states acting 1in
pursuance of a cormon strategy. This is possible becouse of the strong
bonds between the peoples in these ccuntries and also because the soclo-
econoriic set-up in both bears sinilar characteristics,

54 The need for the freedon novenents in Southern Africa to co-ordinate
their activities has long been recognised, IXor sone tine the 1ssue was
bedevilled by the existence cf splinter groups artificially created and
naintained by forces external to Southern .frica, As the true nature and
character of these groups became clear the path of co-operation ariong
the genuinely revolutionary overnents was facilitated, In addition,
the energence of substantial liber=tion ~rriies in the different un-
liberated countries of Southern LAfrica made co-operation essential.

26, Much still remains to be done in the field of co-operation ariong
liberation novenents and it is being done,

' 21 On the other hand sone ideas on this subject have become extrene
and unrealistic. The concept of a single political and nilitary co mand
for the entire area of Southern africa 1s erroneous and could be highly
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dengerous. Its effect could be precisely to strangle the revolutionary
strusgle in Southern africa to the benefit of the imperialists, Guerrillas
from one country c:nnot automatically nnd inveriably fight in another

part of Southern Africa, though the circurstances of Zimbabwe and South
‘frica have mode this to scrie extent, possible for these Two countries.,

3o thot whilst the maxinun unity and co-ordinttion 1s required and 1in

fact is being developed between the ANC, ZALFPU, FRELINMO, MPLA and other
novenents, prinarily these orgnnisations and their armies must and will

fight in their own ccuntries under their independent leadership and corracnd.
It is irportant that this be recognised early and firnly before ultra-
revolutionary and cosmnopolitan ideas are put forward to disrupt the genuilne

revolutionary unity of the liberation novements in Southern ifric:,

Problens of the South african Revoluticon

The prograrme of the south Africhn Cormunist Party adopted in 1962
contains o detailed study of the choracter of the state, econonic and social
structure of the Republic. The Party prograrne characterises the structure
of South Africa as constituting '"coloninlisn of a special type'". The
features which give rise to this description are o8 follows: -

(a) South ifricn is a highly developed country with all the

fentures of an imperialist ccuntry which exports capital and
seeks to doinate and exploit other countries.,

(b) A nunber of colonists have settled in the country for a very
long time and regard the country as their home., They are a
white ninority which constitutes a social base not only for the
local system of rule but for international inperialism with
which this ninority is allied.

(¢) The country is independent and sovereign. It is a founder
rember of the United Nations and has its own international
1inks all over the world,

(d) The vast najority of the people in the country - the Africans
and other non-white groups are nationally oppressed and
experience all the sufferings of coloninl pecople in a continent
that has recently enmerged from colonialisn, To the Africans
South Africe has no freedeom and no independence at all,

(e) South Africa like all irperinlist countries is in reallity
exploited by a tiny class of nining nagnates, industrialists,
f-rrers ~nd cormercin~l interests whc use the weapon of
racialisn to blur and conceal the class realities in the
country. This they haove done by giving a nonopoly of

political, econonic and social privileges to the Whites in the
country at the expense of the ifricans, SO that the white
people have o vested interest in the preservrtion of o scclety
of which the capitalists of United Ltates, Britain, France,
Jest Gernany, Jopan and their local nllies are the real masters,

The conmbination of all these features within the bounds of a
country belonging to the coloninlly oppressed indigencus Africans 1s
what constitutes "colonialism of a speclal type."

The situation in Zinmbabwe (Rhodesia) is not completely identical
with thot of Scuth ifrica. For one thing Rhodesia is not an independent
and sovereign state and is technically a colony of Great Britain, Thie
technicality is of little comfort to the oppressed people of Zimbabwe,
But in other essentinls the political, economic and social structure of
7irbabwe is remarkably like that of bouth ifrica., L4part fronm this 1is
the fact that particularly close relationships exist between the
oppressed peoples of both South Africa and Zimbabwe, They share comnon




5T

58

39.

" 1 4

Africen langunges; have close tpaditionnl nnd historical ties. Thus an
n1li-nce betweon ZAPU ~nd the ANC cannot but receive war: support fron

the pecple of beth dcuntries, The Allinnce unites the 19 =d1]1ion Africans
in the two countries 1n & connon revoluticnaxy strugele. This iemarkable
ex-rple of co-operaticn between twu uppressed pecples cr not but recCeives

the support of 2ll genuine pro, ressives,

gince the ndcpticn of the party progralil€ in 1962 the structure of
South Africa has not fundrrnentally altered, The oppression and exploita-
tion of the non-Whites has been crently intensified, All the old
inegualities and discrininatory practices have been further emphasised,
This is so despite the so-called becon which the country has experienced
in the last five years,

south Africa hes it is true experienced & trenendous growth of 1ts
econony especinlly in the nanufacturing sector, This has led to 2 great
shortace of skilled lobour which has seen riore and N10re Africans drawn
into jobs which were forrerly regarded as the preserve of the White people.
This developrient hos taken place in sone areas of industry not as the
result of o delibernte ~nd conscicus policy but 1in fact contrary to it.
vherever such relaxntion of the cclour-bar occurred 1t has been to the
advantaze of the Whites rnd linited in scope. This trend has existed 1in
gouth africa ever since industrinlisation began, an opposite trend has
been the deliberante policy pursued by the present regine 1O prevent the
integration of the Africons and other non-iwhite pecple 1n skilled Jjobs,
trade or cormerce,

The Group areas act and other legislation is being rigorously carried
cut., Already there are twenty thousand Indians in the Lenasia ghetto of
Joh~nnesburg. In ctner parts oi the country the snue process Caoll be oOb=-
served of harming the trnde of the Indian pecple by pushing ther out into

cshettos far fron the centre of the towns and cities.

The Job Reservation provisions of the Industrial Concilintion uct
(1956) =s ~nended have been used 1O deprive Coloured people of nany jobs
which they formerly were able to do.

ig for ns the Africons nre concerned all laws which relegate our
pecple to the position of a voteless, controlled, exploited and pass-
ridden labour force have been nade even riore effective, Everywhere 0One
1ooks in South Africn the picture 1s one of rore restrictions, nore
control, nore intinidation.

Therefore the much vaunted "hoon" we hove been hearing SO much
~hout hes in fact been 2 capitnl boon, not one of consumption for the
mnsses., The econorilc crowth wos net the result of a liberalisation of
policies but on the ccntrary resulted from even LOTE vicious exploita-
tion of the workers especinlly in the mining and forang fields.
Foreign capital investnent has been ~ttracted precisely becnuse of the

-ntastic profits derived fron country in which 80% of the people
are held in coloninl subjecticn,

The stress on the econonlc nachieverients" of the fascist regimne
hns been a propaganda ploy taking on o more sophisticated version of the
old South african racist adage naive the Kaffir plenty of mealie-nenl
porridge and bread 2and he 1s satisfied.," The glossy naterial put out
by the South African information services snd putting out the sane
stuff every year 18 degsigned to show happy ifricans in the urban areas
whe have nade good, A comparison is then drown between conditions 1n
gouth Africn and the rest of the ccntinent to the disadvantage of the
1~tter. Upon ex~mination s+ will be found that the comparisons are
f~lse and in any case &re co.pletely irrelevont, 'The stark fact 1s
that the contrast between +he wealth of the white ninority and the
poverty of the ifricans is growing. The situation is coiparable 1O
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that of the United Stotes whese iafro-imerican people no doubt enjoy a
standard of living higher than that of non-white people anywhere else in
the world. This is corpletely irrelevint within the United dbtates context
in which the Afro-imericcon people suffer vicious oppression in contrast to
the rest of the popul tion, In South safrica ~s well since the second world
war the .fricans h-ve been getting n progressively snmaller and smaller
share of the noticnnl income despite the sbsclute incrense 1n wages and
snlries. In the penk ye-rr of 1944-45 the enrnings of non-whites a8 2
percentagze cf white enrnings was 29.3?L The percentage has now fallen to
somethiny like 20¢5 ~nd sore econonists put 1t even lower than that. 1t
is in this contrast between the conditions of the nasses and those of the
privileged that revolutions nre nade.,

Jince the liberntion novement tcok the path of armed struszle an
ider hes been heard even in progressive circles that there is '"no econonilc
crisis in South africn and therefcore ceonditions are not ripe for revclution,"
This h~s even been adv-nced 28 a M-rrxist propesition, This is so philistine
and nonstrous o proposition that we sbsoclutely refuse to toke 1t seriously.
e merely nention it bectuse of sone very unexpected quarters from which 1%
has energed, e Africons nre fighting nzainst an alilen ninority that has

stolen their country and has oppressed therx, The time has now arrived for
this to be stopped by an aroused and arned pecple,

Je have previously referred to sonle of the features of vouth african
society which justify the conclusion thot what we hove here is a special
fors of ecoloninlism., These characteristics hove profound political-
nilitary inplications for a people who. like ours, has embarked on the path
of revolutionary ~rned struggle.

T+ is n~oturally inpossible in thie course of n brief article to deal
with these implications in full and we nerely draw attention to sone of then,

The population is nulti-nntional and with differing racial origilns,
Of the 18 nillion pecple of the country over three riillion are of Buropean
origin ~nd as a group have arrognted tc themselves all political power,
econornic¢ cpportunities and socinl privileges, This does not nean that
the Whites belong to the snne cliss, Phe bulk of the wWhites fornm a
privileged stratun - an aristocracy of labour in relation to the oppressed
non-ihite pecple, In foect, however, they are nlsc subject tO the rule of
the bis bourgeoisie nllied with internntionnl inperialism which is the real
ruler of vouth africa, By law, custom and ideology the bourgeosie have
fanned the flames of racialism to an extent that has subjectively driven %
cl~ss consciousness to the background anong the Whites who collectively
regord thenselves as the rulers of the black nrjority. This racial
1ifferentiation is the nost striking phenomenon in South Africa and puts
its inmprint on everything,

Thus you h~ve the whites behaving nd ncting as an alien inperialist
segrent set in anongst the colonially oppressed non-whites. The
"imperialists!" and the "solonial' people cccupy the sane ccuntry and are
integr-ted in the sane eccnory which rests on the labour of the vast black
RNAJOTAEY

Therefore the revolutionory struggle azninst White suprenlcy state
takes on the characteristics of a civil war, Yet unlike a civil war where
the population is horogzeneous, here the supporters of the regine are a
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distinct group differenti~ted frem the najority who inevitably hate the
systen nnd have no interest whatscever in its preservation, Militarily
this expresses itself in many woys. The bouth aAfrican army is exclusively
composed of hites who have rigorously kept Africons from any knowledg

or use of weapons, 7This negntive feature for the revolutionaries 1s coOil=
pensnted for hy the fret thnt given nodern weapons and techniguesg the
magses of the people c~n be ccunted upon virtually to a man to be wholly
against the apartheid regine,

In nony countries in which guerrilla strug: les have been fought the
antagonists were a major world imperinlist power whose forces were fight-
ing the pecple in ~ colony. w~uch was the position in Vietnam, Algeria,
Cyprus ond necrer horne - 1n Guinea-Biss~u, Mozanmbique and Angela, 1In this
cnge the imperialist power from a secure home base and econony was able to
send bigs nilitary forces tc the colony,

South africals resources ~nl econciy are those of 2 country of
eisshteen nillion of whon 509 ore pledged to fight for their freedon., The
local inperinlists can lock for mcelatively reliable support from only the
privileged 20% of the population,

The econony ~bout which the ruling class boasts s riuch to provide
its nilitary and other needs, rests on the labour and work of the very
pecple whom they will have to fight, bkvery measure token by the revolution-
~ries to advonce the nrued struggle and every counter-measure by the
rocists will strike blows =t the highly sensitive nodern econonic structure
of the country. The “/hite supremacists will find that they ore a snall

country, unanble tc deply the manpower and resources to handle the revolution,
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The developed econony of Scouth Africa 1s usually locked upon cnly as 2
factor nilitating agoinst the development of a successful revoluticnory
strug:le, Much is mnde of the excellent ro-~ds, railway systen, airports
and airstrips of the ccuntry, with the l:test ~nti-guerilla equipment
which gives resnctionary governments great ricbility and operating in a
country which has enormous space but hardly any inaccessible arens,
nount~ins or jungles, it is thought by bourgeois "experts!" that the
peoplels struggle is faced with insuperable difficulties, They are
difficulties but ~re not insuperable, The nistoke nade is to consider
these problens one-sidedly and as if the situntion will be a static one,

The armed units of Unkhonto We Sizwe will be treating all these
beautiful ronds, railways ond airports as targets. The mcbile South Africon
arry units will be operating onong hostile people arned with nodern
weapons ond not with usunl sticks and stones which trisger-happy whites
hve taken ndvantagze of all these decndes, Looked at dialectically 1%t
will be seen th:t such o situ~tion will offer tre.iendous sccpe for a war
of attrition which will present the re-ctionary fascists with difficulties
not riuch less than those faced by the revolutionury movement in south
Africa,

Will the strui-cle in Scuth Africa be urban or rural? Will 1t be 2
long guerilla struggle based on the countryside? Or will it be an
insurrection led by the werkers in the cities? Should the struigle be

led by the Cormnunist Poprty or by the Africin National Congress?

The revoluticnsry novenent in the world has n vast treasure-~house
of the theory ond proctice of revolution, The sScuth «frican revolution
has drawn and will continue to draw from this experience, i8S always 1n
modern revolutions it is necessary for us tc place the douth African
revolution within a theoretical framework so as to minimise the risk of
moking avoidable mistakes. On the other hand it will be dangerous if we
crente o theoreticnl strait-jacket which poralyses or inhibits the
Jevelopment of the South Africon revelution which any intelli;ent person
will soon realise will present us with sonme very interesting new features.
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Success in the revolutionary struggsle will depend ultimately on the
extent tc which the moverent in South africa is able to mobilise the
entire oppressed people in .ctive participation in tue revolution. Total
sctivity by all the pecple in the numerous tasks connected with revolution-
ary war is even more essentinl in a country like ours where such favourable
foctors as inaccessible areas are acbsent., 1In such conditions the eneny can
be dispersed only by the crention of guerilla zones in widely separate
arens over o vast territory, This means that a high level of activity in
voth urban and rural areas will be required to assure ultimate victory.

Our ccuntry is vast, 4nd when to it is added South West Africa for
whichn Scuth African security forces are the defence against the revolution-
ary forces - there is plenty of rcca in which 10 develop guerilla activity.
There is even nmore rcos now that the South African +hite imperialists have
erib Tked on their expansiocnist adventures in Seuthern idfrica. In military
terns this expansion menns bouth Africuan militarists have undertaken the
task of safegunrding inmperinlist interests over the whole of Southern Africa,
The eneny are few and can be prevented fron concentr:.ting their forces by
skilful application cf guerilla tactics.

The process of arming and training our people will be a proclonged one.
Our orientation must therefore be built on expectaticn of a prolonged efifort
before victory cqn be achieved. The ideu that we can achieve success by
me-ns of a sudden uprising or insurrection 1s unlikely, althcugh it 1s
always dongerous to be dogmi:tic about possibilities in any revolutionary
struggle, We nust be ready for any eventuality. But on all available
evidence it seens our perspective must be that of a long war of attrition,
We ~re militarily inferior in many respects., We will require time to draw
our people intc the revclution step by step; to arm then; develop theilr
skill in nmilitary natters; and mobilise then for a total people's war 1in
the military, political, eccnomnic und social fields.

The vast najority of the oppressed people live in the countryside
cither in the so-cslled african reserves or in the sugar can fields, farnms
and plantations of the Eurcpenn landlords. This does not mean that the
huge Scuth Africin working class in the urban asreas will play a subsidlary
role in the struggle. Quite the centrary. Urban struggles will play a bilg
role, especially in conditions of extensive arned struggles in the country-
side,

A revolution requires a tried and tested vanguard organisation of
the pecple as a v nguxrd, Such organisctions arise and are built 1n
different ways. WNaturally an crganisation is not o vangutrd by pro-
cl ining itself as such, It has to win this position by its deeds and
its wise politicnl leadership., In this respect the Scouth African
revolution is fortunate. The decision to embark c¢n rmned struggle was
taken by the african haticnzal Congress supperted by all revolutionary
forces in the ccountry.

The Africen bntional Congress is the founder of the African nation
in South africa. The history of this organisaticn is inseparable from
that of the ifrican people., It is nztional liberation novenent and
anites noll classes ancng the African pecple - workers, peasants,
intellectuzls., It is a united front of the african people., DBecause of
the rapacity of the local privileged white minority the conditions do
not exist at present for the emergence of a bourgeoisie among the
Africons although scne absurd attempts are being made to produce a stoOgZe
cl-ss of civil servants and traders dependent on fovours from the
governnent, Thus the LNC 1s a nilitant organisation cf the people led
by the working class,
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But the ifrican Naticnal Congress is not only the naticnal movement
of the .frican people, It is the brsic eleuent in ancther united front.,
This is the nllisnce of the ANC, the n-ticnal organisaticns of the Ccloured
and Indi~n people, the working class crg:wnisaticns and the smaull section of
wWwhite denocerats who hive thrown in their lot with the oppressed pecple,
There ~re sone unigue fentures of this united front, It is usually the case
that org .nisations in o united front are agreed on a nininun of objectives
which bring the togethsr., The Con.ress alliance on the other hand unites
corrmnity orzonisaticns, working closs and democratic organisations on the
basis of n conprehensive programne comrcn tc all - The Freedom Charter,
The Freedom Charter goes beyond the usuil deumands of crgunisctions struggling
for noticnal freedoii, The Ch .rter indicates not only what the people are
fi~htin: for but what they will dco con atteining power., 1t puts forward a
programe fer the kind of bouth ifriea the pecple will crente., wocne people
have coplained that the Freedenm Charter is not clear., Upon exaninatiocn 1t
turns cut th~t thc Chirter is tco abrasive and clear in its demnsnds on such
questions ~s the naticnalisation of banks; nonopoly in.ustries; the restora-
tion of the wenlth of the country to thce peoplej the redistribution cf land,
Wwhnt scrie people wish is that the Freedom Charter had not been sc clear and
sharp. The ANC and its allies say nothing rnore nor less than is ccntained
in the sinple language of the Ch~rter, The ainms cf the Freedom Charter
connot be acnieved unless the stote of vhite supremacy backed by the hug
mining ronocpolies and farming interests and 2 vast cocrcive nichlne 1s
simashed. This cnn be dene through armed reveolution by the masses. Then
and only then can the pecople erect the bouth Africa of cur dreans.

The ~outh .fric:an Cormunist Porty fully supports and its members work
a8 prrt and parcel of the naticnal front of liberation in osouth Afriea,
The Party supports the Freedom Chorter as a basis for a ninlnun prograrme
and the cst-blishnent of a Pecple's democratic state, in South africa.
But the Cormunist Party prograv:e noturnlly gees nuch further and ralses
pefore the wouth African people the perspective after freedon is achieved
to march tc socialism. The timing of the advance to socialisn will depend
on the ccurse and developrient of the present nation:l denocratic phase of
the struggle; the balance of class forces at the critical point and the
strength of the sccinlist forces led by the Corrmnist Party., There is no
Chincse wall betwecn the staze of achieving niti nal freedon and socizlism
in South Afric~. But the prospects are bright that in our country the
victoricus noticnal revelution will nove rapidly to sccinlism, Fundemental
to, this is the preserv tion of the unity of ~11 revcolutionary forces both
corrmnist nnd non-cormunist which his been a basis of all the progress rnads
in the south africn revoluticn which is now coning intce 1ts own.







