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1. The development of the guerilla struggle in Southern Africa has

naturally aroused tremendous interest all over the world. The fighting in

Zimbabwe which has recently been intensified marks the first armed struggle in

the country since 1896. The units of Umkhonto We Sizwe (The Spear of the

Nation) which are fighting jointly with their comrades of ZAPU are raising

the banner of armed struggle in South Africa sixty years after the Bambata

rebellion of 1906. The repercussions of these actions in Southern Africa

are already profound even though they are only at the elementary stage of

the revolution. The imperialists and their servitors in Southern Africa

have been engaged in their own assessment of these events. The talks between

George Thomson, the British Commonwealth Secretary and South African and

Rhodesian White politicians was in large measure a reflection of anxiety at

the implications of the spread of guerilla struggle to Rhodesia and South

Africa.

2. It is natural that the revolutionaries in Africa and elsewhere who

fully support the just struggle of the South African people are deeply con-

cerned about the present stage of the revolution. Anxious to see the victory

of the South African revolution in the shortest possible time all progressive

people the world over desire to understand the thinking of the South African

liberation movement as to the perspectives, strategy and tactics of the South

African revolution.

3. The struggle for liberation in South Africa has a long and proud record.

The oppressed people and workers of South Africa have created organisations

which have consistently led the masses in movements against raoialism and

exploitation for democracy, equality and freedom. In the course of the

struggle of decades the South African people have made use of many forms of

struggle — parliamentary, trade unions, strikes, civil disobedience, boycotts,

demonstrations. The organisations of the people have remained amazingly stable

throughout the last fifty odd years. Thus the African mational Congress has

been the embodiment of the liberation movement in South Africa for the last

fifty-five years; The South African Communist Party is forty—six years old.

The fact of the experience of the political movements is a great positive

factor. Yet it can also be a negative feature as it may in some senses

inhibit appreciation of the really radical and sharp turn taken by the move-

ment when the decision was taken to prepare for the armed struggle which has

now broken out. Thus some sections of the movement have tended to regard the

armed struggle as the adoption of one more of a large number of methods of

struggle. In a sense this is true. The armed struggle does not invalidate

the use of other forms of mass struggle. In fact under conditions of armed

(/1 struggle, in which the people have the means to protect themselves against

V indiscriminate terrorisation by the ruling class, other fnrms of mass struggle

Will acquite new force and importance. But in another sense it is quite wrong

to regard the armed struggle in South Africa as no more than another method of

struggle. The decision to resort to armed revolutionary struggle for the

overthrow of the South African regime was arrived at after decades of struggle

and sacrifice. It is the result of a cool and scientific assessment of the

realities of the South African situation. It will call for a complete and

revolutionary change in the masses, their organisations - in habits, methods

and quality of leadership. The process has begun. To the extent that the

whole of the oppressed and progressive people in South Africa can be trans—

formed into a force for the waging of a total pe0ple's war, the victory of

the revolution will be assured.

4. Consideration of the propsects of revolution in any country in our

time involves a study of both international and internal factors. Furthermore,

all factors — objective and subjective, economic, political, social and

military all form part of the process. And let it be said at once that we

believe that it is the task and duty of a political leadership to make such

  
 



an assessment. In our case the African National Congress and its allies

in the liberation movement were and are unanimous that armed revolution is

the way out for the South Afrionn struggle for freedom, and the army of the

people is being built by the political movement. that lag behind the

decision of the £NC and its allies?

The International Cliggte

 

The oounter—offensive of imperialism which attempts to turn back the

clock of history continues unabated. In Vietnam the United States has

committed naked aggression against the people of that country. Regardless

of the consequences the United states steadily escalates the war and is

now stinding on the brink of war with other neighbouring states. Despite

tremendous suffering the heroic Vietnamese people have fought the military

machine of the biggest imperialist power to a halt. With great skill and

courage the forces of the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam have

shown that the export of oounter—revolution can be an expensive and utterly
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fruitless venture even by a world power. By their struggle the Vietnamese

people are rendering a direct help to fighters for freedom all over the

world including South Africa. Other aspects of the imperialist counter-

offensive have been the Arab—Israeli conflict whose aim was to overthrow

the government of the UAR and Syria. This most serious attack failed in

its objectives and one of its side—effects - the closing of the Suez

Canal - has had unexpected economic effects on the imperialists them-

selves; In Bolivia the counter-revolution aided by the CIA deprived us

of Che Guevara - the outstanding Communist revolutionary. The situation

in Greece and then in Cyprus has aggravated tension to a high pitch in

the Mediterranean.

A negative feature of the international situation is also the con-

tinuing division in the progressive forces occasioned by the great power

and chauvinistic policy pursued by the M30 Tse—Tung group in China.

Yet despite these set-baoks the world situation looked at not in

this or that particular sector but taken as a Whole reflects the growing

strength of the progressive forces. No problem in the world can be solved

without taking into account the views of the soviet Union, the bulwark of

the progressive forces which in its fifty—first year of existence is

experiencing a mighty flowering of its economy, science and technology,

culture and military might. hll the socialist countries are successfully

ncoomplishing the reforms of economic management necessary in the period

of the second great stage of socialist construction. Already the socialist

countries who constitute a third of the world's population are producing

more than a third of the world's goods.

The working olnss in the developed capitalist countries is growing

and gaining greater moral authority and strength. The mass struggles

against Vietnam and exploitation by the monopolies are becoming fiercer

every day. The people will not tolerate a lowering or their standards of

living through increased taxation, economic freeze, and other methods.

The crisis of world capitalism of which the most drdmwtic manifestation

has been the devaluation of the pound sterling continues to harrass the

imperialists. The contradictions between the imperialist powers are

reaching crisis proportions. The attack on the dominance of the dollar

by France indicates that the post-war supremacy of the United States is

over. The aroused capitalist powers of Europe are reaching out for a

greater share of imperialist loot, in the two-thirds of the world still

subject to imperialist exploitation. France which is in many ways the

stalking horse of the revnnohist west German ruling class has taken the

lead in the challenge to United States dominance of the capitalist world.

The United States is faced not only by the external problems

aggravated by its aggression on Vietnam but by a serious and profound

crisis at home where the Americans of gfricnn descent have mounted a
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powerful attack on racism, uni national oppression in actions that have

racked the citadel of ifiperialism. The deteriinetion of Africans in the

Uhited dtstes to fight for their rights by all means is a vital support

to our struggle against racisu end national oppression in Southern Africa.

The economic crisis of capitalism and the collapse of the arrange—

ments governing the international monetary system devised at Bretton'Woods

after the second world war vitally affect South Africa, the greatest

producer of gold in the capitalist world. The gold mining industry, the

greatest earner of foreign exchange in our country and still the most power—

ful single factor directly and indirectly in the econoxy has flourished on

the basis of the most diabolically ruthless exploitation of the African

people not only in the country but in neighbouring states as well. An

increase in the price of gold in relation to the dollar would give a big

boost to the economy of South Africa. Some have argued that therefore this

would hamper the development of the South Africsn revolution and that there

is therefore a contradiction between the attack on the dollar by France and

the interests of the south African oppressed people. This is absolute

nonsense. An increase in the price of gold would sultiply by many times the

contradictions in the South African system in which economic development is

being deliberately retarded by racialism and apartheid. The country's

natural economic development is being subjected to artificial brakes in the

interests of protecting the privileges and political power of the White

uinority. It is not development or the "prosperity" of South Africa that

keeps the African people oppressed. It is the ruthless exploitation and

oppression of our people which maintains the privileged minority in

"prosperity" at our expense. The discovery of new gold mines on the Free

State and the devaluation of 1949 led to a so-called tremendous advance in

the economy of South Africa. This was the period of the most militant and

determined struggles of the African people. The idea that revolution only

occurs in periods of "economic crisis" is so one—sided and undialectical that

it cannot be seriously considered.

The netional liberation movelent in Asia, Africa and Latin America

as made giant strides. The formal political independence enjoyed by

approxiuately sixty states since the second world war has now begun to

assume more profound forms of social and economic independence. The issue

now facing the newly independent states is how to overcome the legacy of

backwardness left by colonialism; how to gain control of their economies

frow i perialist control; how to escape from the strait—jacket of production

of primary products whose prices are subject to the whims of the interna—

tional capitalist market and to start their own industries; how to smash

the intrigues of neo—colonialisn and advance to the development of

independent national economies. The new state of national liberation

carries with it dangers and hazards greater perhaps than the fight for

pOIitiCHI independence itself. The military coups suffered by Africa in

the last two years illustrate the problems We now face. Nevertheless in

the aSSessment of the situation as it affects our revolution the Victories

of the liberation movement and the rise of independent states must count

as a very decisive f ctor.

The continental balance of power in Africa has shifted especially in

relation to the White-ruled states in Southern Africa which now have to

reckon with the problems of dealing with and being neighbours of states

whose basic interests are diametrically opfosed to theirs. The fact that

their neighbours are ruled by African governments and not by their

imperialist partners produces differences which help the liberation

movenents. This is so even where the African states concerned are

econonicnlly dependent on the White minority states and are governed by

reactionary governments. Our bitterness and annoyance With the govern-

ments of Bands in Lelawi end Leabua Jonathan in Lesotho must not lead to

the absurd unhistoricul and reactionary conclusion that these countries

were better when they were ruled by i perislist Britain. The true

challenge in these countries as in all newly independent states is to
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advance from formal political independence into econOmic and social

independence. This will be achieved through struggle.

Consideration of the international climate in Which our revolution

takes place would not be complete without mention of the international

solidarity movement against the apartheid regime. The people of the world

abhor apartheid and all it stands for. The Apartheid regime is on the moral

and political defensive in the world‘s councils. Hence its arguments now

centre Wholly on the economic prospects of the Republic of South Africa

based on blatant agpeals to the most acquisitive instincts of capitalism.

Profits and high dividends based on cheap African labour, are the lures

of the apartheid regime.

Summarising then we can say that the international climate operates

in favour of the South African revolution. The progressive forces in the

socialist dountrics, in the metropolitan countries and in the third world

certainly favour our revolution and as the struggle develops Will be

mobilised even more effectively in its support. Our ruling class is

internationally in a weak position in the political and moral sense. The

economy of Which they boast rests on the labour of the oppressed people.

This is the Achilles heel Which makes the South African regime more

vulnerable as the oppressed people, with arms in hend, strive for their

liberation.

Southern Africa

The struggle for freedom in our country is closely linked with the

destiny of the whole of Southern Africa.

Overshedowing developments in this region is the activity of the

great mining octopus Whose interests are to be found in South Africa,

Swaziland, Rhodesia, Zambia, Congo (Kinshasa), Angola, South West Africa,

Botswana and lJesotho. In all these countries minerals are to be found

Which the great mining companies own and exploit. Not only that but the

labour required for the extraction of the mineral wealth is recruited

from these and other neighbouring countries such as Mozambique and Malawi.

Around this mining activity has sprung up the vast and complex network

of industries, farming, banking, insurance, property dealing, communica-

tions, transport, harbours, labour control, and services of all kinds

Which constitute the tentacles of the mining octopus, itself closely linked

With international imperialism. A close examination of the companies

concerned in all these activities and the personalities of the men running

them reveals an inter—locking of interests and directorships Which is

absolutely astonishing. With Johannesburg as their main centre, these

mining monopolies pull the strings Which keep over thirty-five million

Africans in bondage.

The military and security machine operated in Southern Africa by

the white minority governments and Portugal is primarily intended to

safeguard the interests of the great mining monopolies. Until the power

of these groups is smashed it Will be difficult if not impossible for

even the formally independent states within Southern Africa to control

their fiestiny and trke their own economic path.

The challenge to the awesome power of the mining monopolies and

their servitors in the governments of Southern Africa lies in the

African liberation moveuent whose struggle is clearly in a new and

higher stage.

The issues at stake in Southern Africa and the fantastic maze of

contradictions in the situation have been most graphically revealed in

the continuing crisis of Rhodesia. 1t is here that the focus of con—

tradicitions lies in Southern Africa.
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The basic conflict is that between the “fricmn people and the ruling

white minority in Rhodesia. The African people led by their national

organisation ZAPU (Zinbabwo “fric n People's Union) are waging a

courageous struufile for their liberation from local and external

imperialism. Townrds the liberation struggle of the people the Rhodesian

ruling class is vicious and terroristic.

Marginal to the basic issue of the freedom of the four and a half

million African people in their own country is the quarrel between Great

Britain and the Rhodesian Whites. This is a veritable case of thieves

falling out. The thieves who have deprived the Africans of their country

and have jointly exploited the people for decades are quarelling over the

loot. Both are discussing what is not and has never been theirs, And as

partners in the Oppression and exploitation of the fifricans in Rhodesia for

so long every effort has to be made to get a tidy and gentlemanly dissolu—

tion of the partnership. were it not so tragic for the masses of oppressed

people the situation has all the elements of a hilarious comedy. And like

all good comedy the action is enhanced by the air of dead seriousness with

which the motors go through their parts.

The British ifiperislists who are the bloodiest and most ruthless in

history claim there has been i rebellion against them in the ”colony of

Rhodesia". They, however, will not and in fact cannot use force against

the "rebels". Not only that, but they will not allow anybody else to use

force against the "rebel regime” not even the oppressed African people who

suffer under it. The action proposed against the White minority regime

is the application of economic sanctions whose operation is now a cruel farce.

It took a detachment of ANC and ZAPU guerrillas to expose the entire

farce in all its nakedness. The reactions to the actions of the freedom

fighters who fought the battles in wenkie in August this year ran to copy—

book form. The Ian Smith group which is not recognised as a government

anywhere in the world, asked for help from the government of South Africa.

Troops and planes were sent by South Africa to Rhodesia without the consent

of Britain which is supposed to be the sovereign power in Rhodesia. Britain

then sent a note to Zambia rebuking that country for allegedly_”harbouring

terrorists”. The African people fighting against a bunch of "rebels” who

are oppressing them in their own country are described as ”terrorists."

Endless meetings were held in London, Salisbury and Pretoria, presumably to

try and alter the script of the comedy. The whole Rhodesian case is a

sickening example of the contempt with which the imperialists hold the rest

of mankind.

The armed actions of the ZAPU-ANC freedom fighters were the first

example of liberation movements from two neighbouring states acting in

pursuance of a common strategy. This is possible because of the strong

bonds between the peoples in these countries and also because the socio-

economic set-up in both bears similar characteristics,

The need for the freedom movements in Southern Africa to oo—ordinate

their activities has long been reCOSnised. For some time the issue was

bedevilled by the existence of splinter groups artificially created and

maintained by forces external to Southern Africa. As the true nature and

character of these groups became clear the path of oo—operation among

the genuinely revolutionary movements was facilitated. In addition,

the emergence of substantial liberation armies in the different un~

liberated countries of Southern Africa made co—opermtion essential.

Much still remains to be done in the field of co-operation among

liberation movements and it is being done.

On the other hand some ideas on this subject have become extreme

and unrealistic. The concept of a single political and military co.mand

for the entire area of Southern Africa is erroneous and could be highly  



     dangerous. Its effect could be precisely to strangle the revolutionary

struggle in Southern Africa to the benefit of the imperialists. Guerrillas

from one country c;nnot automatically and inveriably fight in another

part of Southern Africa, though the circumstances of Zimbabwe and South

Africa have made this to some extent, possible for these two Countries.

So that whilst the nwximum unity and co—ordinwticn is required and in

flat is being developed between the ANC, ZLPU, FRELIMO, MPLA and other

movements, primarilz these orquhisstions and theirmggmies must and will

fight in their own countries under their inde endent leadership and command.

  
   

 

  
  

   

 

  

  

 

   

It is ifiportnnt that this be recognised early and firmly before ultra—

revolutionnry and cosn0politin ideas are put forward to disrupt the genuine

revolutionary unity of the liberation movements in Southern Africa.
       

    

 

28. Problens~gf the South hfgienn Revolution   

The prograwne of the South Afric n Communist Party adopted in 1962

contains a detailed study of the character of the state, economic and social

structure of the Republic. The Party programme characterises the structure

of south Africa as constituting ”coloniwlisn of a special type". The

features which give rise to this iescription are as follows:-

  
   
    

   
29. (a) South Africa is a highly developed country With all the

features of an imperialist country which exports capital and

seeks to dominate and exploit other countries.
  
       

50. (b) A number of colonists have Settled in the country for a very

long time and regurd the country as their home. They are a

white minority Which constitutes a social base not only for the

local system of rule but for international imperialism with

which this minority is allied.

     

     
    

  

 

51. (o) The country is independent and sovereign. It is a founder

member of the United Nations and has its own international

links all over the world.    

 

32. (d) The vast majority of the people in the country - the Africans

and other non-white groups are nationally oppressed and

experience all the sufferings of colonial people in a continent

that has recently emerged from colonialism. To the Africans

South Africa has no freedom and n0 independence at all.

  
    
  

   
   33. (e) South Africa like all imperialist countries is in reality

exploited by a tiny class of mining magnates, industrialists,

farmers :nd commercial interests who use the weapon of

rucinlism to blur and conceal the class realities in the

country. This they have done by giving a monopoly of

political, economic and social privileges to the Whites in the

country at the expense of the Afrioins, so that the White

people have a vested interest in the preservation of a society

of which the capitalists of United states, Britain, France,

Nest Germany, Japan and their local allies are the real masters.

    

  

    
   

 

   

 

     

54. The combination of all these features within the bounds of a

country belonging to the colonially oppressed indigenous Africans is

what constitutes "colonialism of a special type."        
35. The situation in Zimbabwe (Rhodesia) is not completely identical

with that of South Africa. For one thing Rhodesia is not an independent

and sovereign state and is technically a colony of Great Britain. This

technicality is of little comfort to the oppressed people of Zimbabwe.

But in other essentials the political, economic and social structure of

Zimbabwe is remarkably like that of South Africa. Apart from this is

the fact that particularly close relationships exist between the

Oppressed peoples of both South Africa and Zimbabwe. They share common

   
    
     
  
    

     

  



 

African languages; hive close triditionul and historical ties. Thus an

ulliDnce betWeen ZnPU and the ARC cannot but receive warn support from

the people or both ecuntries. The Alliance unites the 19 Di1lion Africuns

in the two countries in a cannon revelutiznary struggle. This lmm”:I‘k€1.‘ble

example of co—opermtien between twu uyprcssed peoples Ci‘n0t bUt rectivg

the sugport of 111 genuine prourcssives.

5b. Since the idcrtion of the party programme in 1962 the structure of

South nfricm has not fundfimentally altered. The oppression and exploits—

tion of the non-Whites has been greatly intensified. All the old

inequalities and discriminatory practices have been further emphasised.

This is so despite the so-cslled boom which the country has experienced

in the last five years.

57. South Africa hes it is true experienced a tremendous growth of its

economy especially in the manufacturing sector. This has led to 3 great

shortage of skilled labour which has Seen more and more Africans drawn

into jobs which were f rnerly regarded as the preserve of the White people.

This development has taken ylmce in some areas of industry not as the

result of a deliberste and conscious policy but in fact contrary to it.

Wherever such relaxation of the colour—bar occurred it has been to the

advantage of the Whites and limited in scope. This trend has existed in

South Africa ever since industrixlisntion began. An opposite trend has

been the deliberate policy pursued by the present regime to prevent the

integration of the Africans and other non—Mhite people in skilled jobs,

trade or commerce.

58. The Group Areas net and other legislation is being rigorously carried

out. Already there are twenty thousand Indians in the Lenasia ghetto of

Joh nnesburg. In cther parts 01 the country the same process can be ob-

served of harming the trade of the Indian people by pushing them out into

ghettos far from the centre of the towns and cities.

39. The Job Reservation provisions of the Industrial Concilinticn not

(1956) as amended have been used to deprive Coloured people of many jobs

which they formerly were able to Jo.

40. As far as the Africans are csncerned all laws which relegate our

petyle to the position of a voteless, controlled, exploited and pass-

ridden labour force hive been made even more effective. Everywhere one

looks in South Africs the picture is one of more restrictions, more

control, more intimidation.

41. Therefore the much vaunted "boom" we have been hearing so much

about has in fact been a cnpitml boon, not one of censumption for the

nnsses. The ectnomic growth was not the result of a liberalisation of

policies but on the ccntrary resulted from even more vicious exploita-

tion of the workers especitlly in the mining and farming fields.

Foreign capital investment has been attracted precisely because of the

fantastic grefits derived from a country in which 80% cf the people

are held in colonial subjection.

42. The stress on the economic "achievements" of the fascist regime

has been a propaganda ploy taking on a more sophisticated version of the

old bouth nfricwn racist adage "Give the Kaffir plenty of mealie-mezl

porridge and bread and he is satisfied." The glossy material put out

by the bouth AfriCJH informmtion services and putting out the same

stuff every year is designed to show haypy nfricans in the urban areas

Who have made good. A comparison is then drnwn between conditions in

South Africa and the rest of the continent to the disadvantage of the

letter. Upon exxminmtion it Will be found that the comparisons are

false ind in any case are cc @1etely irrelevant. The stark fact is

thfit the Contrast between the wealth of the White minority and the

poverty of the Africans is growing. The situation is comparable to
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that of the United btwtes whuse hfro—nueriCQn peOyle no doubt enjoy a

standard of living higher than that of non—white people anywhere else in

the world. This is completely irrelev nt within the United States context

in which the Afro—Americnn people suffer Vicious oppression in contrast to

the rest of the popul‘tiun. In South hfrioa as well since the second world

wmr the “friomns have been 3etting n pregressively smaller and smaller

sh re 0f the national incwne desyite the sbsclute increase in wages and

salaries. In the peaL year of 1944—45 the esrnings of nen-whites as a

percentage Cf dhite earnings Wis 29.5%. The percentage has now falIen to

something like zqt and some economists put it even lower than that. It

is in this centrnst between the conditions of the rasses and those of the

privileged that revolutions are made.

Since the liberation movement took the path of armed stru$gle an

ifiea has been heard even in progressive circles that there is ”no economic

crisis in south africm and therefcre conditions are not ripe for revolution."

This has even been adV‘nced as a erxist proposition. This is so philistine

and menstrous a proposition thet We absolutely refuse to take it seriously.

Ne merely mention it bec use of same very unexpected quarters from Which it

has emerged. The Africmns fire fighting Igwinst an alien minority that has

stolen their country and has oppressed then. The time has now arrived for

this to be stopped by in aroused end armed people.

we have previously referred to some of the features of south African

society which justify the conclusion that Whit we the here is a special

form of colonialism. These characteristics have profound political-

military implications for a people who. like ours, has embarked on the path

of revolutionary armed struggle.

It is naturally impossible in the course of a brief article to deal

With these implications in full and we merely draw attention to some of them.

The population is :ulti-nmtional and with differing racial origins.

Of the 18 million people of the country over three million are of European

origin end as a group have nrrogated to themselves all political power,

economic otportunities and social privileges. This does not mean that

the Whites belong te the Same class. The bulk of the Whites form a

privileged stratum — an aristocracy of labour in relition t0 the oppressed

non—Hhite people. In fact, however, they are also subject to the rule of

the big bourgeoisie allied with international imperialism Which is the real

ruler of bouth Africa. By law, custom and ideology the bourgeosie have

fanned the flames of racinlism to an extent that has subjectively driven -;

class consciousness to the background among the Whites Who collectively

regard themselves as the rulers of the black majority. This racial

differentiation is the most striking phenomenon in South Africa and puts

its imprint on everything.

Thus you hive the Whites behaving and acting as an alien imperialist

segment set in wnengst the colonially oppressed non—whites. The

"imperialists" end the "colonial" people occupy the same country and are

integr ted in the same economy which rests on the labour of the vast black

najurity.

Therefore the revolutionary strubgle actinst White supremacy stite

takes on the characteristics of a civil war. Yet unlike a civil war Where

the population is homogeneous, here the supporters of the regime are a

,_,_ _..—..— .____...___.__.,_-4_.___,___ .w- .m
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distinct group differentixtei from the majority whc inevitably hate the

system and hive no interest whatSOever in its preserv tion. Militarily

this expresses itself in many ways. The bouth African army is exclusively

composed of Whites who hwve rigorously kept Afric ns from any knowledg

or use of weapons. This egttive feature for the revolutionaries is com—

pensated for by the fuct thfit given modern weapons and techniques the

masses of the people can be ccunted upon virtuilly to a man to be wholly

against the npirtheid regime.

49. In nflny countries in which guerrilla strap les have been fought the

antngwnists were a major world iuperiulist power whose forces were fight—

ing the people in a colony. ouch was the position in Vietnam, Algeria,

Cyprus and nearer hone — in Guinea—Bissmu, Mozambique and Angola. In this

case the imperialist power from a secure home base and economy was able to

send big military forces tc the colony.

50. south Africa’s resources uni econowy are those of a country of

eighteen million of whom 50% are pledged tm fight for their freedom. The

local imperialists own lock for relatively reliable support from only the

privileged ZCfiéci the popultticn.

51. The economy ebout which the ruling class boasts so much to provide

its military and other needs, rests on the labour and work of the very

people when they will have tc fight. Every measure taken by the revolution—

firies to advance the armed Struggle and every ccunter-meesure by the

racists will strike blows it the highly sensitive modern economic structure

of the country. The White supremacists Will find that they are a small

country, unable to deply the manpower and resources to handle the revolution.

52. The developed economy of South Africa is usually locked upon only as a

fwctor militnting against the development of a successful revolutionary

struggle. Much is made of the excellent r0 ds, railwcy system, airports

and airstrips of the ccuntry. with the 1 test anti—guerilla equipment

which gives reactionary governments great mobility and operating in a

country which has enormous space but hardly any inaccessible areas,

mountains or jungles, it is thought by bourgeois "experts" that the

people‘s struggle is faced with insuperable difficulties. They are

difficulties but are not insuperable. The mistake mzde is to consider

these problems one-sidedly and as if the situation will be a static one.

55. The armed units of Unkhcnte we Sizwe will be treating all these

beautiful roads, railways and airports as targets. The mobile South African

army units will be operating nncng hostile people armed with modern

weapons mnd not with usunl sticks and stones which trigger—happy Whites

hive taken advantage of all these decrdes. Looked at dialectically it

will be seen that such a situition will offer tremendous scope for a war

of attrition which will present the re ctionary fascists with difficulties

not much less than those fnced by the revolutionary movement in South

Africa.

54. Hill the struggle in dtuth africa be urban or rural? Will it be a

long gucrilla struggle based on the cpuntryside? Or will it be an

insurrection led by the wcrkers in the cities? Should the struggle be

led by the Connunist Party or by the Afric-n National Congress?

55. The revolutionary movement in the world hus a vast treasure—hcuse

of the theory nnd prflctice of revolution. The South nfrican revolution

has drawn end will continue to drew from this experience. AS always in

modern revolutions it is necessary for us to place the South African

revolution within a theoretical framework so as to minimise the risk of

hiking avoidable mistakes. On the other hand it will be dangerous if we

create a theoreticml struit-jneket which p rulyses or inhibits the

ievelcpment cf the South African revolution which any intelligent person

will soon realise Will preSent us with some very interesting new features.
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_ 10 _  Success in the revolutionary struggle will depend ultimately on the

. extent tc which the move ent in ecuth gfricn is able to mobilise the

entire oppressed people in votive participation in the revolution. Total

activity by all the peefle in the numerous tgsks connected With revolution—

ary war is even more essential in a ceuntry like ours where such favourable

factors as inaccessible areas are absent. In such conditions the enemy 03

be dispersed only by the creation of guerilla zones in widely separate

areas over a vest territory. This means that a high level of activity in

both urban and rural areas Will be required to assure ultimate Victory.

57. Our C(untry is vast. And when to it is a Jed South West Africa for

which Svuth African security forces are the defence against the revolution-

ary forces — there id plenty of rbtd in which to develop guerillu activity.

There is even mere TCQJ new that the South African thite imperialists have

eub rked on their expensicnist adventures in southern Africa. In military

terns this expansion me he bouth Afrngn militarists have undertaken the

task of safeguxrdinb imperiilist interests over the whole of Southern Africa.

The enemy ire few and can be prevented from cencentr ting their forces by

skilful epylicuticn cf guerilla tactics.

58. The process of urging and training our people will be a prolonged one.

Our orientation must therefore be built on expectation of a prolonged effort

before victory can be achieved. The iGeu that we can achieve success by

means of a sudden uprising or insurrection is unlikely, although it is

wlways dangerous to be dogmatic about possibilities in any revolutionary

struggle. We must be ready for 1ny eventuxlity. But on all zvailnble

evidence it seems our perspective must be that of a long war of attrition.

We .re militarily inferior in many respects. we Will require time to driw

our peeple intc the revolution step by step; to arm them; develop their

skill in militury hitters; 1nd mobilise then for a total people's war in

the military, political, economic and social fields.

The vast majority of the oppressed people live in the countryside

either in the so-called African reserves or in the sugzr can fields, fa ms

and plantatiuns of the Europeflh landlords. This does not mean that the

huge South Afric n working cliss in the urban areas will play a subsidiary

role in the struggle. Quite the contrary. Urban struggles will play a big

role, eSpecinlly in conditions of extensive armed struggles in the country—

side.
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60. The flevelutionmrx Movement and ite Prograzwe

 

A revolution requires a tried and tested v hguard organisation of

the people as a v n5u rd. Such ergahiSitions arise and are built in

different ways. Naturally an orgwhismtien is not a Vihguird by pro-

cl ining itself as such. It his to Win this position by its deeds and

its wise peliticzl leeflership. In this respect the South African

revelutien is fertuhtte. The decision to embirk en 'rmed struggle was

tiken by the “frijh Latienxl Cong ess subported by all revolutionary

forces in the cruntry.
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. [he African national Congress is the founder of the African nation

in South Africa. The history of this organisation is inseparable from

thxt of the African people. It is nitionul liberation movement and

unites all classes among the Africwn pecple - workers, peasants,

intellectuils. It is a united front of the African people. Beoquse of

the rapncity of the local privileged white minority the conditions do

not exist at present for the emergence of a bourgeoisie among the

Africans altheugh some absurd attempts are being made to produce a stooge

01 es of civil serv;nts and traders dependent on favours from the

government. Thus the ARC is a militant organisation cf the people led

by the working class.
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But the “fricmn Nvtion 1 Congress is not only the natitnal movement

of the hfrican people. It is the basic element in another'united front.

This is the alliance of the hNC, the national orgnnisxticns of the Colcured

1nd Indiwn geoplt, the working cluss crgznisiticns and the small section Of

White dcnocrxts who h.ve thrown in their lot with the oppressed people.

There .re some unique features of this united front. It is usually the case

thfit organisations in a united frcnt are agreed on a minimum of objectives

which bring thex together. The Congress alliance on the other hand unites

community org nisntitns, Warking clwss ind dcnocrntio orgwnisations on the

basis of a oenprehensive programme common te nll - The Freedom Charter.

The Freedhn Chwrter goes beyond the usual demands of organisations struggling

for h tiknll freedcu. The Ch rter indicates net onlwahnt the people are

fighting for but what they will dL on gttdininb poWer. It puts forward a

programme for the kind Of south AfriCi the people will create. Scne people

hive cetpltined thit the Freedom Charter is not cleir. Upon examination it

turns out thwt the Oh rter is teo abrasive and clear in its demands on such

questitns ms the nntie iliSntion of banks; monopoly in ustries; the restora—

tion of tha wealth of the country to tho ptople; the redistribution of land.

Whit some people wish is that the Freedom Charter had not been so clear and

sharp. The ANC and its allies say nothing more nor less than is centained

in the simple language of the Chzrter. The aims Of the Freedom Charter

0 nnot be ionieved unless the stfite 0f Jhite supremacy backed by the hug

mining monopolies and farming interests and n Vist coercive michine is

smashed. This can be dtne through armed revolution by the masses. Then

and only then can the people erect the South Africa of cur dreams.

The Uouth ifricun Communist P rty fully supports and its members work

as purt ind parcel of the nmticnul front of liberttion in South Africa.

The Purty supports the Freedom Ch rter as 1 basis fer a minimum programme

and the establishment of a Pecple's demoorwtic stwte, in South Africa.

But the Coanunist Party progrmwue m.turwlly goes much further and raises

before the south Africa people the perspective after freedom is achieved

to niroh t0 socialism. The timing of the advxnce to socialism will depend

on the cvurse and development of the present national democratic phase of

the struggle; the balance of class forces at the critioil point and the

strength of the socialist feroes led by the Cuuuunist Party. There is no

Chinese wall between the sthge cf ichieving n ti-nnl freedom and socialism

in South Africa. But the prospects are bright that in our country the

viotcrious naticnql revolution will move rapidly t0 sociulism. Fundamental

to, this is the preserv.tion of the unity of fill revalutionnry forces both

Conqunist 3nd nCh—oomnunist which h.s been a busis of all the progress made

in the south AfriCLU revclutiwn which is now coming into its own.

 



 

 


