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POWER ()N THE

IMMEDIATEAGENDA
After the unbanning of the ANC and the release of Nelson Mandela, No one can run away from this.

South Africa shall never be the same. Ours is definitely a society in De Kleik says the current constitu-
transition. tion must go. His real aim remains

The movementgt'o a new order beneversed. But the issue ofpolitical the defence of white privilege. But
might be shon and sharp. It could power is now on the immediate the regime has been forced to ad-
'take quite a long time. It could even agenda. dress the issue of a new constitution

A GIANT RETURNS
   

acknowledged that a new power re—
lationship is necessary.

Pretoria’ 3 international allies quar—
rel with the democratic movement
on many basic questions. They have

their own selfish ideas about the
extent of transformation and how to
bring itabouL Yet theyan longer talk
of reform. They do admit that power
in South Africa has to change hands.

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
   
  

       

  

    

  

Bold Decisions

At the centre-stage of this new era
is the mass of the people in political
motion. Risen expectations and a
detenn ination to surge ‘forward hail
also from the practical results of the
popular struggles: the release of a
number of leaders, the unbanning of
organisations... and suddenly Man-
dela is back in active leadership. The
ANC has taken hold decisions: for
the leadership, including those based
outside to meet other democratic
formations within the country; hold

 

  Continued on Page 2
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the National Conference there; and
to discuss with the regime the crea-
tion of all conditions for free politi-
cal activity.
A new mass wave has been un-

leashed. Celebration by the oppressed
is an assertion of their power. In
Cape Town, half—a-million gathered
and the whole South Africa came to
a standstill. On the following two
days, it was simply the programme
of the liberation movement - not of
the regime or the bosses
- which determined
what happened in the
PWV. And more is to
come. Most whites also look up to
Mandela and the movement he leads
for direction. fluch is the calibre of
the ANC.

However, we must not fool our-
selves. Political power is on the
immediate agenda, yes. But the
people and their movement still have
to muster the strength necessary to
effect the transfer of this power.

POW

  

The African National Congress welco

significant victory.

South Africa. A llthese developments have

  

 

The ANC warmly welcomes Comrade

ANC and all other anti-apartheidforces,
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look into some of these challenges
in greater detail.

 

WELCOME MANDELA
leader ofthe ANC and the people of South Africa. Comrade Alandelo’s releaseis a direct result ofthe struggles and sacrifices 0fthe masses ofour country andthe international community. We salute all these anti-apartheidforcesfor this

The release ofNelson Mandela comes in the wake ofthe unbanning oftheANC and other organisations as well as other measures which constitute impor-tant steps to wards the creation ofan atmosphere offree political activity with in

the resolution ofthe apartheid problem by political means.
It is however a matter ofserious concern that some ofthe essential conditionsforfreepolitiéal aetivity ha we not been met. The State ofEmergency is effectivelystill in force; many poh'tic’alprisoners have been excludedfrom the category ofthose duefor release, and repressive laws, including detention without trial, are  

   

Comrade Mandela has been released. Butthe main conditions which ledto hisincercamtion have not changed. The struggle to eradicate apartheid and createa united, non-racial and democratic South Afriea must continue.

ranks ofthe mo vement, after 27years in prison. We salute this eminent leader ofthe people ofSouth Africa and warld-reno wned statesman. His release, like thatofthe otherANC leaders, has certainly reinforcedthe leadership collective ofthe

round strugglefor a speedy end to the system ofapartheid.
We call on allthepeople ofSouth Africa, black and white, tojoin hands in theefforts to bring aboutjustice anddemoeraey in our country. To this end, interna-

  

  

   

  

  

  
  

    
  
   

   

   
  

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Whether this comes about as a result
of negotiations or by other means,
the crucial factor shall always be the
all-round strength of the people’s
forces. Herein lies the big challenge
of the moment.
We must rapidly transform the

national festivity and bolitieal en-
thusiasm into actual organised power.
We must build a mass-based ANC
and muster a broad patriotic front
against apartheid. Organisation and

mobilisation should fo-
ER cus on theissue ofpoliti—

cal power:

* demandademocrati-
cally-elected ConstituentAssembly;

*strengthen people’scommittees;
and

* win over enemy forces to the
side of democracy.

In brief, we must rapidly trans-
form ourselves into a power in fact.

In this issue ofMA YIBUYE, we

MORE
HARD WORK

 

Extractsfrom speech by
President Tambo at the

farewell meeting with Sisulu
and others in Stockholm
\

Circumstance has arranged that
we meet here in Sweden. We man-
aged together at home, and then you
were sent out to Robben Island. We
came out into the outside world. The
next thing that happens is that we
meet here, on a day when do Klerk
makes a statement that has not been
made before.

You came out of Robben Island
and further opened up the course of
events at home. The new situation
means more work. It means there is
more work than before. It means we
must put in more time and more
energies into our work. It means we
must win the struggle.

  

  

 

A New Spirit

  You have been to Lusaka. You
have seen the piece of work that has
been done by the people who are
there. You have seen something ofa
spirit of the pcople...All of us every-
where are breathing a new spirit of
determination. The question is: what
do we take that spirit to be; where
does it lead us onto? And that is the
question to be answered by you.

I want to thank you for deciding
that l was worth a visit. We thought
you mightwanttogotoLondon...But
since the person you wanted to see
moved to Stockholm, that’s where
you headed. I want to say from the
very bottom of my heart that the
decision to want to see me has been
a great one. I shall always remember
It.

Therefore, brothers, you brothers
and you sisters accompanying them
from home, and to you members of
the Executive(NEC), I say thank you
very much.

(See photo on Page 3)
\

mess the release ofNelson Mandela, a
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Nelson Mondela back into the active

       
    

    

 

and will greatly contribute to the all-

 

   

     
   

  



    

   

After February 2nd, one of the

most urgent challenges we face is

tobuild open structures ofthe ANC

within South Africa. We have to

forge the mass or our supporters

into a movement capable of lead-

ing the people in the offensive for

the transfer of power.

This poses new questions. For ex—

ample, what then happens to under—

ground lonnationsolthe move'thent?

It should be emphasised that the

creation of an “open ANC” does not

mean that all underground structures

should surface. There are many tasks

related to the building ofthe people's

forces which cannot be conducted in

the open. Besides, the “spring" of le-

gality can turn into a winter; and we

have to be ready for all forms ol~

organisation and stmggle all the time.

But the character of the underground

will have to change, in view of the

fact that many of its tasks can now he

pursued in the open.

Mass Character

ln setting up structures we have to

ensure that the ANC assumes a mass

character. We have to move from

tightly—knit organs to becoming a

mass vanguard movement. The struc-

tures formed must be able to direct

the popular enthusiasm and commit-

ment ol'our supporters through mass

organisation and mobilisation.

Who then can be a member of the

ANC? The ANC is a national liberar

tion movement which includes in its

ranks all individuals opmsetl to the

system olapartheid, individuals who

subscribe to its programme, policies

and constitution. The basic policy

positions are to be found in the Free-

dom (Tharter, (‘onstitutional (luitle

lines and statemean issued by the

leadership collective.

'l'he movement’s organisational

 
    principles are contained in the 1958

 
(‘onstittition and l‘)85 Consultative

(‘onlerence (lOClllllt‘Jlls. llut the

changed situation will certainly

warrant an updating of these docu-

ments. For example, setting up of

geographic units will have to take

into account the positive as well as

negative experiences of the Ml)M.

'lhere is tlehate about whether or-

ganisations made up ol‘ individuals

whoatlhere to AN(‘ positions should

(lishantl. 'l'he lll)l-‘ is one such m,

ample. Special eonsiderattou Will

have to be given to the NI( ‘ and 'l‘l(‘

which have always been (‘ongress

structures. In the lllCtllltlll-ICHII, this

would apply to such al’liliates as

J()l)/\(.‘ and the U(‘(‘. Ilul in gen-

eral, the ANC, unlike lll)li‘ affili-

ates, is not a sectoral organisation.

Unlike the UHF, it is not an alli-

ance of sectoral structures. At the

same time, the character of the

UDF might have to change.

'lhisdoes not mean that people in‘

volvetl in UDF, (T( )SA'I'U and other

structures cannot join the AN(‘.

Membership of the ANC is on an

individual basis. Thus we shall have

“dual, triple and even multiple

membership". Within different or

ganisations, AN( ‘ memlwrs will have

to ensure that AN(‘ policies are pre-

sented in a persuasive and convinc-

mg manner. It will be necessary, in

time, to form mass structures such as

the Youth and Women's leagues.

llut this does not mean that related

Ul)l" alliliates should immediately

S'TOL'KIIOLM: Back Row Um»: Iefl (a right): ,1. Nil

’rcs 0R 'l'amlm, A. Mlangcnl, W. Slsulu, W. thayi. I. Slaw), ll. Mallet“.

front Row: (L to R): 56 A. Nw, E. Motxoalcdl and Thabo MM“.

       
laullla, G. M

  
bell, R. Mklaba

dishand. Conemte experience will

determine the future course of ac—

tion.

I lowever, in all instances, the final

decisions will have to he reached in

emsultations hetwwn the AN(‘ and

the Ml)M and within the Ml)M and

its comlxment organs.

Leading Role

It is essential also that the AN(‘

plays its leading role by building the

broadest possible unity. Thus the

AN(‘ will IX‘, required toopenly enter

into various alliances, in addition to

the liberation alliance with the SA

(‘onitnunistl’artyamltlietkttntxwatic

trade union movement.

We also have to form an open and

broad anti-apartheitl alliance with

those forces involved in the (Tl)l".

'lhis alliance will be based on the

broad unifying principles, pro-

gramme and other agreements

reaehtxl among the allied organisa-

tions. liven broader alliances will

have to he l'onntxl with genuinely

patriotic lorces which currently do

not belong to the (Tl)l<' alliance. We

neul to win over as many ol' such

forces as [Kissihltg and isolate the

apartheid regime.

MA l’IllU ch' will be glad to hear

ofyour experiences - both positive

and negative - In the various rc-

gitms and areas. Questions are also

welcome.
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HAVE NEGOTIATIONS COME?

The word “negotiations” is on the lips of all and sundry. Are genuine
negotiations really on the cards? Are we not about to witness the
abortion of the democratic revolution?

These serious concerns arise be-
' cause we have not as yet achieved

such a balance of forces as to have
genuine negotiations. In other words,
the democratic movement is not yet
strong enough to enforce the genuine

transfer of power.

Concept of Negotiations

TheANCand the restofthe demo-
cratic movement have defined our
concept of negotiations precisely to

mands for an atmosphere of free
political activity. But many aspects
of repression have been retained.

Some forces within the apartheid
establishment believe that these
measures will give the ruling clique
the strategic upper hand: to be seen
by the international community as
being genuinely interested in peace-
ful change; and to win over “the
middle ground” within the country.
Further, they hope that such action
would disorganise theANC and other
democratic forces.

This is to a considerable degree
wishful thinking on their part. But it
is a real challenge. For the enemy is
engaged in programmes aimed at
out—manoeuvring the democratic
movement. If we are not geared for

prevent a situation in which the re-
sult would not be in the people’s
interest (See box). These positions
are supported by the overwhelming
majority of mankind.

De Klerk has met some of the dc-

NEGOTIATIONS CONCEPT
* Aim of negotiations: The broad objectives - to be agreed upon

from the very beginning - should be the elimination ofapartheid and
the creation of a South Africa based on the fundamental principles
of democracy recognised by the world at large.
‘ Climate for negotiations: A climate of free political activity

should reign, to allow all organisations to operate unhindered. The
regime should release all political prisoners, lift the State of Emer.
gency, repeal all repressive legislation, remove troops from the
townships and stop all pplitical executions and trials.
’ Issue of violence: Once this climate has been created, the libera-

tion movement and the regime w0uld then negotiate the cessation of
hostilities on both sides. The fate of the armed struggle depends on
the removal ofthe basic reasons for its adoption - primarily all forms
of repression.
" Supervision of the transitionszhere should be an institution .

both impartial and sovereign - to oversee the transition process.
Such a “transitional government” would ensure that all parties en-
joy equal treatment. A force - made up essentially of South Africans
- has to be set up, enjoying the confidence of the widest spectrum of
the people.
" Forum for negotiations: This has to be an assembly representative
of the South African people, not the apartheid parliament nor any
other apartheid institution. It therefore has to be elected on the basis
ol'one-person one-vote. Thus, representation on this body which will
decide on the future constitution, will not be arbitrary but based on
popular mandate. 

  
the changed situation, our forces
could be weakened both within and
outside the country. What then is to
be done?

The regime asserts that the pres-
entclimate allows fornegotiations to
start. But repression puts the demo-
cratic movementata great disadvan-
tage. Precisely to help clear the
remaining hurdles, the ANC has
decided to meet De Klerk. This is
one contribution towards the crea-
tion of an atmosphere for free politi-
cal activity. Such a meeting, there-
fore, would not constitute negotia-
tions. The forum and issues for nego-
tiation belong somewhere else.

At another level, we need to inten-
sify the process of building the
people’s forces. This entails strength-
ening open and underground struc-
tures of the ANC, building the
people’s structures including
people’s committees and Self-De-
fenceUnits,andconsolidatingdemo-
cratic and otheranti-apartheid forces.

But history will not necessarily
wait for us to be strong enough be—
fore actual negotiations start. This is
the crux of the matter!

Step Forward

Therefore, we should also move
from the premise that an atmosphere
of free political activity would be a
great step forward for the democratic
movement. It depends on how we
exploit it to further consolidate the
democratic movement, to win over

more and more forces to the anti-
apartheid fold, to provide a home for
those deserting enemy ranks and
generally to put forward our policies
unhindered. This task will be neces-
sary even dun'ng negotiations.

The outcome of the struggle - and
negotiations in particular - will de-
pend on whether we have forces
strong enough to challenge the en-
emy; forces capable of resorting to
any form of struggle when the need
for such forms arise.
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If de Klerk’s sweet words were

anything to go by, South Africa is
entering an era of economic pros-
perity for all. But the finer print
conveys a message to the contrary.
The economic programme rings
hollow: not only for the repeated
phrases; but also for its failure to
address the fundamental ques-
tions.

Unemployment, poverty antfso
on were duly acknowledged. But
the structural economic crisis
derives mainly from apartheid.
Shortage ofskilled personnel while
millions are unemployed; low in-
vestor confidence and outflow of
capital; dwindling internal and
external markets; long working
hours for the employed and no

WORKER'S COLUMN MAYIBUYE 5

   

De Klerk Opens Parliament and...

ATTACKS THE POOR
jobs for many - all these and other
problems are primarily the result
of apartheid and the ensuing con-
flict.

De Klerk is certainly aware that
he needs to address the political
questions, if some of the economic
problems have to be resolved. But
his half-hearted and dishonest
approach can only mean that at
the economic front too he will only
scratch the surface. But the prob-
.lem is much deeper: the regime
has no intention at all to pursue the
interests of the working people.

The immediate and long-term
objectives behind privatisation and
deregulation are well-known.
Further, de Klerk talks about

reducing state expenditure, but
nothing is said about the huge and

multiple apartheid bureaucracies.
Instead, the police budget is to be
increased and SADF revamping
programmes are to continue. De
Klerk shouts about reducing infla-
tion: and what we are not told is
that this will also entail attempts at
freezing workers’ wages
And so, when de Klerk called

for sacrifices, it was not to be on
the part of the many presidents
and ministers; nor of employers.
And it was not unintentional that
theLRAAand theoffensiveagainst
unions did not receive any men-
tion. It is precisely because these
form partoftheregime’seconomic
agenda.

The working people are in for a
rough time. We must fight back.

 

 

CDF AND TASKS OF
THE WORKERS

Resolutions adopted by the CDF
demonstrate that workers have
earned their deserved place among
the forces for fundamentalchange.
They have earned this mantle
through their practical contribu-
tion in the struggle.

But the resolutions also reflect the
growing awareness that the regime
and the employers are bent on sun-
pressing workers’ struggles. The past
few months have shown that, when it
comes to workers in particular, de
Klerk’s pretences of a positive im-
age are cast aside.

The implementation ofCDFreso-
lutions in general and those concem—
ing the labour front in particular,
therefore, assumes strategic impor-
tance. Recommendations on indus—
trial area marches and the occupa-

Exchange must be seen as a Chal—
lenge no the very nerve centre of the
economy. They address the central
question of political and economic
power. But this must be backed by
deliberate organisation to ensure an
imposing workers’ presence in all
workplaces.

At the centre of the campaigns is
the LRAA which is the centre- piece
of the regime’s anti-worker drive.
We must continue with the process
to draft a Workers ’ Charter and even
our own Labour Law, addressing

such issues as the right of all work-
ers:

* to full employment;
* to join trade unions of their

choice;

* to be paid a living wage; and
* to engage in solidarity. actions.

of scabbing realistically. On the one
hand, it is necessary to reinforce
strikes by co-ordinated anti- scab-
bing campaigns. On the other, the
right to humane unemployment
benefits; a national minimum wage
and the recognition of the rights of
all workers including those in agri-
culture and domestic service must be
fought for. The demand for shorter
working hours withoutareduction in
wages is also crucial.

The CDF emphasised the neces-
sity for workers to link their struggles
with those of the broader commu-
nity. It is equally important that
communities must render their prac-

tical support to workers’ struggles.
The absence of sections of

NACTU from such a historic en—
counter is a serious weakness. But
certainly, ifthe individuals concerned
do not mend their ways, the mass of
workers and their more honest lead—
ers will desert them. As recentevents
within NACTU have shown, the

disc1ples of disunity and sectarian-
ism will gradually find themselves

tion of womglaces and the Stock The CDF addressed the problem on the sidelines.
————-——————————_—



”mun \\l nun t-uu.

MAYIBUYE 6

  

"I could no longer live with my Conscience..."

INTERVIEW WITH DIRK COETZEE

QUESTION: Do you know of any
involvement ofcabinet ministers in
death squads operations?

DIRK COETZEE: Not direct in-
volvement as far as I know at my
level. The only direct involvement
I’m aware of was the bomb blast at
the ANC office in London. The
explosives were smuggled piece by
piece through the diplomatic bag to
the South African embassy. The
explosives were put in the diplo-
matic bag by Major Craig William-
son, now a senior member of the
President’s Council. For parcels in
the diplomatic bag not to be exam-
ined, a direct instruction has to be
issued by the Minister of Law and
Order.

It is unthinkable that

such atrocities - activ-

ists disappearing and
being killed, day after

day - take place with-
out the Minister’s au-
thority. Whenever

asked questions in par-
liament the Minister would just dis-
credit the sources and the murders
would never be solved. Also, proj-
ects like Vlakplaas,whieh amounted
to enormous sums of money, could
not have been taken up without ap-
proval at a very high level."

  

Q: You are on record as soyingyou
were part ofthe plan to assassinate
GriffithsMxenge. Whoassassinated
his wife?

DC: I believe Jeff Bosigo, one of the
ex-MK soldiers on the
farm(Vlakplaas), and Almond No-
fomela were involved. After I had
left Vlakplaas, Jeff became the heart
of the hit squads as far as the black
policemen and Askaris were in-
volved. Jeff confessed to his brother
who revealed the story to the Vrye

 

Weekblad.

Q: Didyou come to theANCofyour
own volition?

DC: Yes I did. At first I was very
hesitant to approach the ANC be-
cause of the distorted information
we always receive about the ANC.
We always heard of the ANC as
communists, terrorists and killers.
When I could no longer live with my
conscience for the rest of my life and
was no longer prepared to go on
lying I asked myselfwhere to start. I
decided to start with the people I’ve
done harm to and therefore came to
the ANC.

I was not compelled to join them.
They sympathised with me. They

"(The ANC) sympathised with me.
They saw me as a victim of the

system and they are not going for
individuals."

saw me as a victim of the system and
they are not going for individuals. It
is of no use hanging a police captain
and leaving the generals and minis-
ters, i.e., the chaps that actually are
behind these atrocities.

I had an option. I could go on
leading my own life. [decided thatin
a way I can try right the wrongs I
have done. I thought it is my duty to
get the truth over to the Afrikaans-
speaking people, the whites, the
policemen, and might be able to
contribute, however small a way it
may be, to a peaceful future for my
children and all the children in
Soweto. In the process I will also
help all the lawyers involved in the
different inquests that have been set
up, and the families of people who
have been killed with their civil
claims.

  

Q: You came to theANConly three
months after voting the Conserva-
tive Party in the recent elections?

DC: That’s correct. Many people
would ask why. My concept of a
fatherland and a nation was built on
past and present views ofthegown-
menL I grew up in that confined,
shon-sighted and narrow- minded
environment. If you ask me why I
changed you may as well ask why
Wynand Malan and Dennis Worrall
left the National Party...

Q: Did Nofomela’s revelations in-
fluence you?

DC: Let me be very honest with you.
IfNofomela did not expose the death

squads I would still be in
South Afn'ca, living with
my conscience. Almond
helped me make up my
mind at a point when I
wasn’teven considering
1L

    

  Believe Nofomela
when he says they did

promise to help him get away with a
prison term because of what he has
done for the government, even though
he had murdered a white farmer.

Q: Why is the statefailing to save
him?

DC: Brigadier Schoon ’3 words were:
“Letjustiee take its course. Heknows
too much”. That is the only reason.
They want to get rid of him because
he knows too much. Almond was
involved in these killings over ten
years. And I’m sure if he can be
given more assurances and comfort
he will come out with more. This is
just the tip of ice-berg. What I have
revealed happened over a period of
sixteen months when I was in
Vlakplaas. Almond was there till
1986, and Jeff Bosego to this day.
Q

\ um“. .t.. ‘wauh~A .metue‘mt,h_ttw-.fi.~m~ .  



MAYIBUYE 7

 

FROM CDF TO CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY
The Conference for a Demo-

craticFuture hasplacedthetm-

mediate demands of our people
firmly on the agenda. Such is
the power which stands behind

these demands that it has dic-
tated the issues which even the
apartheidparliament discusses.

The Unifying Perspegtive, the Dec-
laration and the resolutions adopted
at the CDF lay the basis for a Pro—
gramme of Action which must unite
the broadest patriotic forces. The
pressing task now is to give practical
content to the positions taken at the
CDF. Through discussions within
and amongour various organisations
we should map out what needs to be

done when and by whom.

The abolition of apartheid requires
thatwehammer theregime with tight
fists, notwith individual fingerpokes.
Thecontinuing structures oftheCDF
must be in a position to co-ordinate
this process. Both at regional and na-
tional levels, we must ensure that the
CDF forces are involved in the plan—
ning and execution of a variety of
actions against apartheid.
Of particular importance is the

“middle ground” - the very forces de
Klerk aims to seduce into his camp.
Quite clearly insufficient attention
was paid to this section ofour people
in the preparations for the CDF. The
continuing structures of the CDF

must redress this. Formations like

the National African Chamber of

Commerce, the National Soccer
League and movements in the ban-
tustans must be drawn into the cam-
paigns we wage now.

Just as the conference was a mere

cherry on the top ofdifficultprepara-
tory work, the task of uniting all our
people in action must continue after
the CDF.

 

The campaigns of mass defiance,
intense and broad as they were, have

led to several victories. With the

unbanning of the ANC, our organi-

sation will openly take its rightful

place in this united front against
apartheid. Butwecannot be satisfied

with de Klerk’s piecemeal and half-
hearted measures. Ourcampaigns of

mass defiance must escalate. The

complete lifting ofthe State ofEmer-

gency and other conditions for free

political activity must be among the

key issues we take up. And the

demandfor a Constituent Assembly

must occupy centre place.

 

‘ Namibia :

COME MARCH let
The Namibian people are making steady progress towards the long

cherished goal ofgenuine independence. All credit is due to SWAPO for

having led the struggle on all fronts, and striving for a relatively smooth

transition, under very difficult conditions. The magnanin'aity ofSWAPO

and the Namibian people is remarkable given the harsh oppression they

have experienced and the long, hitter struggle waged to achieve these

victories.

It is also quite instructive that most

of the opposition parties have ac—

cepted the essence of the new consti-

tution as proposed by SWAPO. Such

a show of patriotism can only be

welcome.The scare tactics used

against SWAPO have been exposed

to be more lies. Many who belonged

to the other camp have come to real—

ise that SWAPO wished only the

best for its people. It is the task of all

Namibians, ofwhatever ilk, to facili-

tate rather than delay the independ-

ence process. Who indeed in their

right mind, within Namibia and else-

where, would not look forward to

March let?

SWAPO’s programme is founded

on the granting and protection of

fundamental and universally recog-

nised human rights. The new consti-

tution outlaws all racistpractises rec-

ognising that apartheid has been

responsible for the social, economic

and political ills within Namibian

society.

We, in South Africa, and the inter—
national community have a respon-

sibility to ensure that Namibia pro—

ceeds along the course of independ-

ent development without Pretoria’s

interference. One of the thorny ques-

tions remaining is the fate of Walvis
Bay which the Pretoria regime in-

sists on claiming as its territory. The
regime’s stance on this issue exposes

its true intentions: economic black-

mail and sabotage as well as broader

aggressive military plans. This must

be challenged.

Let all South Africans draw inSpi-

ration from the experience of the

Namibian people. Let us buildabroad

patriotic front and destroy apartheid.

'l‘hen,SouthAfi'icaandNamibiashall

be truly free!

 

M
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Imagine the thousands flooding MDM offices wanting to join the
ANC. Imagine the millions in all corners of South Africa celebrating, as
one family, the release of Nelson Mandela.

Consider the SABC commenta-
tor, at times confused and often eon-
sciouslyrestrained,butunabletohide

the feeling that the release of Man»
dela is a great event for him too. And
the mood among most white South
Africans straining their ears to get :1

message of hope from Mandela and
the movementhe leads. Then there is
the confused policeman not sure any
longer what it is he is supposed to
defend.

Full Impact

It will take some time to grasp the
full impact of developments since
February 2nd. But the great ferment
they have unleashed is historically
unprecedented. The ensuing move—
ment is mainly spontaneous. It is still
tentative. In such dynamic moments,
it is quite easy to succumb to the
temptation of euphoria. It is easy
also to counsel caution, and move at
the pace of yesteryear.

How, then, does the new situ-
ation impact upon our Strategy
and Tactics?

The strategic goal of the libera-
tion movement is to bring about the
transfer ofpower to the people. Such
power should then be employed to
effect fundamental socio-economie
transformation. Without removing
its root causes, conflict in South
Africa will continue. Our strategic
objective, therefore, remains in place.
It will always be our basic platform,
the changing situations and zig-mgs
notwithstanding.

Yet defined in theseybroad terms,
everything else on the road to the
strategic goal falls into the realm of
tactic: armed struggle, mass action
and armed seizure of power, nego-
w

tiatjons, international work to isolate

apartheid South Africa and so on.
This is inaccurate.

Some forms of struggle get so
intertwined with the long term ob-
jective that they assume the status of
strategy. While not becoming an

end in themselves, they become in-
dispensable to the realisation of
the final goal. Within the realm of
forms of struggle, the decision on
how power is to be transferred is a
strategic one. It influences aJl tac—
tics, and places in a secondary posi-
tion other possible forms of tranns-
fer. Such has been our approach to
armed seizure ofpower as a strategic
goal.

This approach has been dictated
to by an assessment of the given his-
torical period, national and intema-
tional balance of forces, and the level
of consciousness of the people.
Broadly-speaking, we can divide the
history of our struggle into the fol-
lowing major epochs:

Strategic Approaches

" Pre-1912: The fundamental aim
was to chase Lheeoloniser out. Armed
struggle and armed victory were the
strategic approach; and negotiations
an occasional tactical move.
“ 1912 - 1961: The strategic objec—
tive was to achieve socio— political
equality - the maturity of whose
definition culminated with the adop—
tion of the Freedom Charter. Peace-
ful mass action was the strategic mode
and negotiations - for instance the
call for a National Convention - were
seen as the strategic form of resolu-
tion.

“ 1961 - (?): The strategic objective
as defined in the Freedom Charter

  

   

remains. Protracted armed and mass
struggles which gradually merge -
with partial and general uprisings —
become the strategic composite form
of struggle. Armed seizure of power
is seen as the final culmination; and
negotiations occupy the tactical ter-
rain: an issue to be responded to if
and when the need arises.

For reasons of space, we do not
dieuss here issues such as adjust-
ments or possible errors of judge-
ment within the given historical
approaches. The question is: are We
entering a new epoch? This question
should be addressed in the context of
certain basic principles.

Transfer of Power

For a start, the transfer of power

and fundamental socioeconomic
transformation as we envisage in
South Africa entails some measure
of compulsion. No ruling group
would give over power voluntarily.
This requires the necessary mass po-
litical and military strength on the
part of the fighters for change.

Even where the transfer of power

is peaceful, the rulers have to be
compelled to back down. And the
military strength of the forces for

transformation would manifestitself
in their ability to prevent the other
side using brute force against the

people. This means that the revolu—
tionary forces should have at their

command the necessary military

clout, including wining over deci—
sive sections of the enemy armed
forces.

This applies equally to negotia-
tions. It would be a mighty disaster
for any people or movement to rely

n the assumed “goodwill” of the
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try 2nd...

ATEGY AND TACTICS
in Article

ruling group. International realities

do play an important role in the reso-

lution ofnational conflicts. But, more

often than fiot, these factors are not

the most decisive. .

With these basic principles in

mind, let us come back to the issue “of

the impact of the new situation on

our Strategy and Tactics. It could be

argued, and quite correctly too, that

the steps taken by the democratic

movement at the beginning of last

year reflected a realisation of ‘the

need to adjust our strategic approach.

The initiative to draft the OAU

and later the UN General Assem-

bly Declarations and their content

meant that strategically we had

come to assess negotiations as more

than just a remote possibility.

But this possibility was, in the

main, seen as such, merely a possi-

bility. Like before, itbelonged to the
arena of tactic. The main emphasis

remained all-round action and or-

ganisation towards the armed sei-

zure of power; and, depending on

what the enemy would do, to con-

sider the option of negotiations.

A New Contest

The situation has changed drasti—

cally, especially since February 2nd.

There is, more than ever before, a

sense of a new contest within the

political arena. Crudely formulated,

this ammounts to convincingly an-

swering the question: who is really

interested in the political resolu-

tion ofthe South African question!

Statements and actions of political

movements are judged mainly in this

context. It is quite true that the demo—

' cratic forces have always been genu-

 

 

But, today the regime itself has en-

tered the terrain both in its utterances

and actions.

Therefore, in the definition of the

strategic forms of transfer of power,

negotiations have become a real and

practical possibility. Due attention

has to be paid to this front. Demo-

cratic forces can no longer afford

to address the issue of negotiations

simply through broad formula-

tions and reactive tactical moves.

The danger is that the democratic

movement can find itself overtaken

by events; on the defensive; with the

people demobilised; and with the

regime regaining legitimacy and

seizing the strategic initiative.

Entering this arena also implies

detailed formulation ofrelevant strat—

egy and tactics. It means the ability

to retain the moral and tactical supe-

riority, including by initiatiting new

ideas and responding boldly to new

challenges.

NEC Meeting

As stated in the communique af-

ter the recentNEC meeting, the deci—

sion to meet De Klerk is meant to

encourage the process ofcreating the

atmosphere for negotiations. The

talks would address such issues as

the need for the regime to lift the

State of Emergency and release all

political prisoners. The ANC flexi-

bly took the initiative to assist in the

removal of all cobwebs put in the

way of creating the atmosphere for

free political activity.

This is just one, though signifi-

cant arena of the negotiations strat-

egy. The most important element

is to ensure that the process in-

volves the mass of the pe0ple. We

should not allow a situation in which

the struggling masses become pas—

“play their skilful moves”. Mass

action must continue around all the

sectoral and national demands.

These mass actions mustalsocon-

sciously address issues beyond the

creation of the necessary climate.

Our concept of negotiations, as con-

tained in the Harare Declaration

envisages that a number of basic

things should happen.(Refer article

on Page 4). Their realisation should

not be left to ‘the negotiators’. In our

actions we must demand:

* A Transitional/Interim Govern—

ment!

*A Democratically—electedConstitu’

ent Assembly!

* A Democratic South Africa Now!

Intensive Efforts

Intensive efforts must be made to

win over forces from the apartheid

camp, including those within the

army, police and civil service. As

many ofthem grope for direction, we

must give it and give it convincingly

and boldly.

As outlined in the NEC State-

ment, the new situation has af-

fected our current conduct of the

armed struggle: to engage in de-

fensive actions, as distinct from a

generalised campaign in line with

development towards armed sei-

zure of power. This however does

not mean thatwe should stop build-

ing the people’s armed forces and

some other underground forma-

tions. For, while the issue ofnegotia-

tions mightbe in the forefront today,

the situation might change tomor-

row.

We must be ready for all possi-

bilities: always build the people’s

forces and master all forms of

struggle.

_ inely interested in such an outcome. sive, waiting for the leadership 10
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WORKPLACE OR
COMMUNITY ?

  

l‘he goal of a national women’s
organisation is coming closer to
realisation. The core of this or-
ganisation will be the mass demo-
cratic women’s organisations in
Communities and regions. such as
Fedtraw, UWCO, NOW and oth-
ers. These organisations have
placed the issue of the emancipa-
tion of women on the agenda orthe
mass democratic movement. They
have mobilised and organised
women both around specific
women’s issues and to participate
actively in all spheres of the mass
democratic struggle including in
the trade union movement.

Subordinate Position

Precise]y because we are challeng-
ing our subordinate position in soci-
ety, our struggles should not be
confined to women’s organisations
or be seen as a “women‘s issue”
separate from the overall struggle. In
practice this means that we, as me
most disadvantaged section of soci-
ety, must take on a bigger organisa-
tional load. We must organise as
women, and we must be active in all
the other democratic organisations.
For example, a woman worker may

be active in her union. She may also
participate in COSATU Women’s
Forum structures. She may belong to
the women’s organisation in hereom-
munity. It may be difficult for her to
find the correct balance between so

many commitments.
But the lesson to be drawn from

this is not that COSATU Women’s
Forum is more important than the
community women’s organisation or
vice versa. The strength of the mass
democratic movement comes from
the united action of all the different
sectors. It is vital to build strong
women’s organisations in the com-
munities. But it is also very impor-
tant for women to organise as women
in the trade union movement. This
will ensure that the trade union
movement fights for an end to dis-
criminatory wages for women, ma-
ternity and paternity rights, and so
on. It will also ensure that within the

    

trade union movement women’s
active participation at all levels is
improved and issues such as sexual
harassment or exploitation are tack-
led. ’
The national women’s organisa-

tion to be launched will unite the.
broadest sections of South African
women - women of different races
and classes. But the main focus ofthe
organisation will be the issues af-
fecting the most oppressed and ex-
ploited women who bear the brunt of
the injustice of apartheid. That is
why COSATU Women’s Forum is
such an important component of the
national women’s organisation.

Conditions of Women

The very conditions of women’s
oppression in societyand in the home
make it hard for us to organise. That
is a challenge we must. overcome.
We must work to develop all demo-
cxatic women’s organisations. The
national women’s organisation will
express the unity of women. But its
strength will come from the strength
we build at grassroots level, in the
community, in the workplace, in
institutionsof learning, in the relig-
ious, cultural, sporting and profes-
sional spheres.

“4?

 

Women workers: An importantforce in the strugglefor emancipation 

 

  



 

MALIBONGWE
CONFERENCE

Notes from a delegate

The year 1990 began with an

importantand mqjor consulta-

tion ofSouth African women in

Amsterdam. The success of the

conference is a significant indi-

cation of the Women’s determi-

nation to enhance their contri-

bution to the “national demo-

cratic revolution and in afuture

South Africa.

The initiative by the ANC Women’s
Section and the solidarity movement

in Holland, which hosted this big-

gest South African women’s confer—

ence held outside SA, is highly sig-

nificant. It was a wonderful reunion

of activists, young and old, from

almostall comers and anti-apartheid

women’s organisations of our coun-

try. During the preparations, an ac—

tive and special role was played by

the women who are in jail and on

trial.
Many Duteh people came forward

to offer solidarity with the people of

South Africa, clearly declaring them-

selves on the side of the South Afri—

can people. They wanted to know

about the struggle and what part they

could play now, more than ever be-

fore, to get rid of the system of apart-

heid. A number of informal meet-

ings were organised which offered

an opportunity for the delegates to

discuss these and other questions

with the hosts.

The conference focused on issues

like women’s emancipation, ob—

stacles to women’s unity, how this

unity can be achieved and how to

develop women politically. ldenti~

fled also were the weaknesses of our

organisations, lack of political ma-

turity, over- centralisation of struc-

tures, democratic participation, ac-

countability and the apartheid re-

gime’s repressive laws which con—

tribute to the current position and

role of women in society.

Central to the discussions was the
crucial question ofthe formation ofa
national women’s organisation. The
form that it should take was debated
seriously. It was eventually agreed
that the form could be an alliance
which will accommodate the inde-
pendence of different organisations
involved. It will be based on certain
fundamental anti-apartheid prin-

WOMEN ' MAYIBUYE :1

Conference participants were
charged with the responsibility of

taking the message from MAL-

IBONGWE toall comersofthecoun-
try for further discussion and imple-
mentation. Among the most urgent

tasks are the strengthening of exist-

ingprogressiveorganisations and the

launch of the envisaged National
Women’s Organisation in a proper

ciples. and befitting manner.

VOW Discussion Series:

WOMEN'S EMANCIPATION

1. Redefine the Space

The problem of emancipating women poses two central questions:
what do we aim to achieve and how do we hope to achieve it?
Our goal is shaped by the central terms ofour oppression - class, race and

gender. Because these are interwoven it is notpossible toredress one strand
without affecting the others.

For instance, the majority of South African women are found in the rural

areas and bantustans. They are black, impoverished and oppressed. With-

out a conscious and concerted many—sided offensive, they will remain po-

litically, socially and economically disadvantaged. This w‘ll be so even

after we have achieved liberation. The struggle for women’s emancipation

is to ensure them equal space in all aspects of social life.

But equal space cannot be forged out of a male dominated world.

Women’s emancipation therefore demands a change in overall relations

between women and men. Space for women can only be created by

redefining the space men occupy. Women’s emancipation therefore trans—

forms the position of men and their relations with women.

Our oppression and our goals determine how we organise to achieve

emancipation. That is why historically women have organised as women

and at the same time have integrated their resistance into the national

liberation and class struggles.

There is no contradiction between the independent organisation of

women and organisation for national and social emancipation. Nor is it

simply a political expedient to mobilise half the population. Rather it is a

political neecessity to express, advance and defend the cause of women.

There is a danger, however. By organising independently the problems of

gender oppression can be marginalised from the main- stream of struggle

and consciousness. This often happens and can only be combated by

clearly defining the role and functions of women’s organisations.

Our primary task is twofold:

* to raise the consciousness, confidence, and capacity of women and

* to raise consciousness about gender oppression in all institutions and '

structures of society.

‘Womens issues ‘ have to be integrated and become the concern of

everybody. A practical start is to initiate and fight for affirmative action

programmes at every level of society. This can begin in the mass organi-

sations where the ground is ripest and most sympathetic.

Women’s organisations will play a key role in setting the agenda for

liberation and advancing and defending it after white minority rule is

destroyed.

M



   
  JEUGKRAG?

A typical South African Encounter
 

Recently, an ANC Youth dele- Jeugkrag stands for a “free marketgation met with a delegation of economy” as opposed to a mixedJeugkrag-Suid Afrika in Ga- economy.
borone. The Jeugkrag delegation 1* The role ofeconomic sanctions:was made up of Afrikaner youth Our friends thoughtthis was damag-belongingto such organisations as mg l0 the economy and thereforethe Democrati'c and the National- counter-productive.
ist Parties. * Armed struggle: The debate on

duty, given - in their perception - the
extent of the conflict now raging in
our country and possibilities of such
conflict in a future South Africa.

* On the future political order
the Jeugluag believes in some Geo-
graphic Federation whose basis
would be units basedon the homoge-

 

The meeting took place at the ”“13 SUN?“ W33 YCTY healed neity ofthe population andeconomicrequest of Jeugkrag. The 1nv1tat10n * Antl-conscnptionissue: A num- viabilit b. . . _ y ased on a free market
was accepted by the ANC in keeping ber ofJeugkrag members believed inwith its policy ofensuring the widest responding positively to calJ-ups as a - Continued next Pagepossible panicipation in the struggle

   

to rid our country of apartheid.
The consultation was officially

opened by the Botswana Foreign
Minister_1n her opening address the
Minister observed that such infor-
mal contacts show the necessity for
discussions among South Africans.
She further emphasised that only
South Africans can solve the prob-
lems of our country, and that the rest
of the world could only give support
to this process.

The agenda covered a variety of
issues. These are: - religion and
reconciliation; —ANC Constitutional
Guidelines - with special emphasis
on the clause dealing with the econ-
omy; - Bill of Rights; and - strate—
gies for change.

Jeugkrag is a ‘non—racial’ youth
foundation, working mainly among
the leadership of Afrikaner youth
structures and influential young in-
dividuals - mainly in the ‘middle
ground’ and within the establishment
Therefore, their approach to many
issues differed from our mass-ori-
ented one. This introduced a new
experience: dealing with an organi»
sation representing the opinion of
those who still have difficulties in
‘crossing the rubicon’, but see the
need to do so.

Thus sharp differences emerged
on:

 
    The legalisation ofthe ANC has raised a number ofpractical ques-tions. SAYCO, for example, is considering absorption into an ANCYouth League. In this way the youth have, characteristically, grabbedthe bull by the horns.

The ANC Youth and Women’s Leagues were dissolved to facilitatecentralised clandestine work. Like the motherbody - andperhaps moreso - these Leagues have to be re vived as mass organisations. Mostmembers ofSA YC0 and0theryouthformations accepttheprogrammeand policies of the ANC. They will become part of the ANC YouthLeague.

How will this mass Youth League be constituted? The most obviousanswer is: on the basis ofindividualacceptance oftheANCprogrammeand its policies. But for practical purposes, we need to study theConstitution of the ANC Yoath League, SAYCO and the currentANCYouth Section. Various practical experiences will have to be takeh intoaccount.
For instance, do ANC Youth Leaguers have to be members of the‘ mother-body? Or should the League be a mass structure ofindividualsaccepting ANC positions, some ofwhom do not necessarily have to beANC members? Most high school students who areANC in everything. but name, might -for reasons ofage - not qualify to be ANC members.And, what about young cadres in workers’, student, women, profes-sional and other bodies?
There is definitely no argument about the lasting needfor broad

sectoral organisations of workers, students and professionals. And
there is certainly no gainsaying the fact that, even with regard to
SA YCO, we cannot dissolve into the ANC Youth League by decree.

What this means is that thepoliticalandorganisationalprinciples oftheANC Youth League have to be urgently workedout. Individuals who
qualify should be systematically recruited. Actual practice will deter-
mine thefate ofSAYCO. But there should be consultation across theboard, especially among the youthformations ofthe MDM.
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economy. The Jeugkrag delegation
insisted that this had nothing to do

with “group and ethnic rights”.

There were however the follow-
ing areas of agreement :

- That the apartheid System must

go.
- A climate offree political activ-

ity is necessary. This would entail

the unbanning of the ANC and other

organisations, the release of all po-
litical prisoners, lifting of the State

of Emergency, etc.

- That there should be one-per-
son one-vote on a common voters’
roll. ‘

- All sides were for a multi-party

democracy.

Many clarifications were made

by the ANC delegation especially on

the areas of disagreement The posi-

tions of the movement were rela—

tively appreciated by the other side.

The debates were frank and some-

 

times very rough, but still construc-
tive. All participants were bound by
one consideration: we are all South
Africans and have the task of elimi-
nating apartheid.

One thing the meeting showed
was how far alienated South Afri-
cans of different political thinking
can be from one another. Suspicious
and fears on the part of some Afri-
kaners - eg., whether their language,
culture and traditions would be pro-
tected — would have been a thing of

the past if information on ANC posi-
tions was not deliberately kept away

from the majority of South African
whites.

An intriguing start was made. For

it was not a disappointing event.

Some broad areas ofagreement were

identified, a thing that was not imag—

inable a few years ago. Indeed, it was

a‘ typical South African encounter.

PEOPLE'S EDUCATION NOW!
Successive Nationalist regimes have always regarded apartheid edu-

cation as one ofthe main pillars to maintain white supremacy. It is in this

vein that Stoffel van der Merwe recently reiterated that schools will

remain segregated as a norm, an apartheid norm. This announcement

comes at a time when the de Klerk regime is shouting itself hoarse about

how it is committed to end apartheid.

The high percentage failure among

African matriculants reflects the

extent of the crisis bedeviling black

education.'Iheapartheid regimemust

bear full responsibility for this. Po-

lice and military occupation of black

schools and general state disruption

of classes and activities of demo—

cratic structures are but some of the

immediate causes of this state of

affairs. But the root cause is the sys-

tem of white domination.

Foward Move

Given the removal of some repres-

sive restrictions in education and the

new conditions of legality,'how do

we move forward?

We must urgently address the

weaknesses which have wrought

havoc on democratic structures and

the struggle for people’s education

in general. The absence of a national

students’ organisation at secondary

and high school level cries out for the

immediate revival of COSAS. Such

an organisation - whatever its pre-

cise name - must find root in each

and every region and school. It must

be informed by the collective needs

and experience of all students.

Because of the harassment and

detention of SRC members, these

structures have been paralysed in

many schools. Where they exist, they

function as semi-legal organs. The

new legal space allows them to oper-

ate openly, with the possibility to

reach out to all constituents. We must

also pay special attention to the re-

organisation of Parent/l'eacher/Stu-

dent structures. Community organi-
sations, including youth congresses

must play a role in this process. The
efforts to form a united, anti-apan-
heid teachers’ organisation must be

speeded up. ‘
These structures are not meant

simply to manage acrisis. They must

take an offensive posture for the
realisation of people’s education. It

is quite true that the education crisis

can only be permanently resolved in

a democratic South Africa. But the

seed must be planted in struggle

today; the embryo of a future educa-

tion must take shape now.

Back - to - School

This is the time to introduce

people’s education in the schools

and universities. The call to go back

to school must be seen in this con-

text We must use these institutions

of learning as our firm trenches for

the realisation of our demands. The

formation of strong structures is

fundamental to this.

But these structures shall llOurish
only if they take up the demands of

their constituents; only if they en-

gage in well-planned and co-ordi—

nated actions to achieve these de-

mands. One urgent question that we

have to take up is: can black students

and the community in general sit idly

by with overcrowding and exclusion
of some students in our areas, while

countless white schools standempty?

The answer is no! Action is required

to address this issue.

We must also be self-critical about
problems of ill-discipline among

some of our students. The problems

of gangsterism and alcohol and drug

abuse, to mention a few, must be

attended to with the full weight ofall

popular structures. We must not al-

low this epidemic to eat through the

very fabric of our young generation.
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NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION AND ISSUE OF POWER

1. WHAT IS REVOLUTION?
When those subdued and

stripped of their rights struggle to

change society, those in power,

without exception, seek to portray

this as all the bad things that one

can think of. Horrid stories are in-

vented to scare the masses. Revo-

lution is turned into a swear word.

In South Africa, the ANC and its

allies are called “revolutionary ter-

rorists” — people only interested in
random killing and imposing totali-

tarian systems. The people are then

persuaded: better the devil you live

under than the future you do not

know.

FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE:

But what is revolution? It is, sim-

ply put, fundamental political change.

Revolution entails the transforma-

tion 01 social relations among human

beings. This includes relations of

ownership of the land and other

property, distribution of the wealth

of the country, a new educational

system and so on.

In our country, all these relations

reflect one thing: domination by the
whiteminority.Theoppressedpeople

seek to change this order of things.
They are struggling to set up rela-

tions of equality among all South

Africans, whatever their colour.
But not all change constitutes a

revolution. PW Botha some time ago

said everyone had the right to eat and

sleep in any hotel they can afford.

Recently de Klerk unbanned theANC

and released Nelson Mandela. This

is quite important. But it has not

changed the status of a mother in

Winterveldt: she is not recognised as

a South African citizen; the wealth of

the country is still in a few white

hands; she cannot stay where she

chooses; she cannot vote for central

bodies of government.

 

 

‘ THIS IS THE FIRST ARTICLE IN
A SERIES DEALING WITH THE

! ISSUE OF FUNDAMENTAL PO-
LITICAL TRANSFORMATION.
THE CURRENT SITUATION
-REQUIRES A THOROUGH
GRASP OF OUR STRATEGIC

I AND TACTICAL OBJECTIVES.

 

 

 

In other words, revolution should

affect all aspects ofhuman relations.
But for this to take place, political

control has to change hands.

It is one thing if those who take

overgovemmentagree with the basic
policies oftheir opponents. Then they
shall not change, but modify the

system. Political power has to shift
from the hands of given interest
group(s) to othergroup(s) which seek

to fashion relations in a new and

better way. Revolution means fun-

damental change from an outdated
and unjust system to a better one for

the majority.

BETTER SYSTEM:

In our conditions, the Freedom

Chatter, Constitutional Guidelines
and Statement of Principles in the
OAU Harare Declaration define the
new and better system we want.

Virtually all anti-apartheid forces
agree with the latter two in particu-
lar. But many among them would

cringe at the mention of the word
Revolution. Why is this? One reason

is that those in power have turned

Revolution into a swear word.

But another reason is the associa—
tion of revolution necessarily with

war and bloodshed. There are many-
who want fundamental change, but
are afraid of violent struggle, even
where it is necessary. It is quite tme
that revolution does not necessarily
have to be violent. And not all vio-

lent overthrow of governments con-
stitute revolution.

FORMS OF STRUGGLE:

What should be noted is that the
forms of struggle pursued in each
given situation are dictated to by
concrete conditions. In all instances,
the forces in power, representing a
backward system, do resist efforts
aimed at their removal. They do so
either by force, political tricks or a
combination of the two. The apart—
heid regime has tried all forms, sin—
gly and in combination: to win the
hearts and minds of the people as

well as to deal viciously with oppo-

nents.
Precisely because all forces in

power resist fundamental change,

such change has to include some
form ofcompulsion. This could be in

the form of demonstrations, occupa-

tion of factories and government

buildings, and so on. But when their

end is near, defenders of the old

order will resort to brute force. Where

relatively peaceful revolutions have

been successful, this was mainly

because the people won to their side

the military forces of the ruling bloc.

They made it more and more diffi-

cult for the old mlers to use violence.

Our situation — characterised by

the use of brute force against the

people - demands the use of revolu-

tionary violence. But this has to be

combined with all possible peaceful

forms. Because ofrepression, under--

ground organisation is a necessity.

But this has to be combined with

legal mass organisation and mobili—

sation. Only a change in these con-

ditions can call into being a change

in these formsof struggle.

Infuture issues ofMAYIBUYE we

deal with these and other questions

in detail
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Bantustan Question:

A NEW APPROACH?
Significant shifts have taken place in the political situation within

some bantustan machineries which warrant the attention of the ANC
and other democratic forces. These changes ensure that bantustans are
not the sole domain of the regime: they have become a terrain upon
which apartheid is being challenged by the democratic forces.

The demonstration by 70 000
people in Bophuthatswana and the
decision by the administration of
Transkei to unban the ANC there are
but only two recent examples of the
changes in these territories.

What should our political policy
be towards the bantustans today? This ‘
question is important in the light of
political developments in these ar-
eas. For example, General Holomisa
- long before February 2nd - facili-
tated the burial of King Sabata, al-
lowed some free political activity in
the Transkei and moved closer to the
MDM. Enos Mabuza of KaNgwane
has been actively pursuing a patri-
otic path. In Lebowa, Noko Ra-
modike is currently involved in free-
ing the political process with appar-
ent inclination towards the MDM.

Massive Opposition

Others such as Bophuthatswana
remain as repressive as before. These
ones must be subjected to massive
political opposition with the aim of
sweeping them aside. It is clear that

even in the current period, they still
choose to side with the apartheid re»
gime.

Yet Qwaqwa, Gazankulu and

KwaNdebele have shown a rudimen-

tary willingness to be part of the

forces for change. In Venda and the
Ciskei there is talk, but only talk of a

new policy direction.

It has always been the political

approach of the ANC to mobilise the

broadest possible front ofantj—apart-
heid forces in our county. Anti-

apartheid forces are by. definition
varied. But the criterion to an anti—

apartheid mantle is what individuals

and organisations do, not merely what
they declare. In respect of those
within the bantustan structures, the
immediate challenge they face is to
create the atmosphere for free politi-
cal activity in their areas. They must
lift the ban on organisations and
individuals; lift the State of Emer-

gency; repeal repressive legislation;
stop all political trials and execu—
tions; and refrain from attacking the

struggling masses.

Harare Declaration

Among the issues engaging the

minds ofmostolthe bantustan lead—

ers is the approach to negotiations.

The OAU Harare Declaration forms

a good foundation for rethinking on

their part. All those genuinely patri—

otie forces within the bantustans

should define their positions in rela—

tion to this negotiations concept.

FW de Klerk and Gerrit Viljoen
have already been on a tour of most

bantustans, promising them an as-

sured place atthe“negotiating table”.

Dc Klerk desperately needs allies as
heisforeedtostcpinwthe unknown.

He seeks to broaden his front, with

the bantUstan leaders taking his side

at the negotiations table, in defence

ofwhite privilege and white domina-

tion. In the least, he hopes to frag-
ment the black and democratic forces.
We know that those patriotic forces

in the bantustans who identify with

the democratic cause have turned

down this invitation. Others must

follow suit

Now that the ANC is unbanned, it

is very important that all democratic

 

forces in the bantustans - as else-
where - define their political posi-
tions in support of a joint platform
against apanheid together with the
CDF, the mass democratic move-
ment and the ANC. But it is crucial
that these democratic forces actively
engage those in the bantustan struc-
tures who are showing a glimmer of
anti-apartheid feeling. This wil; make
all of us the more powerful, closing
every possible space that the defend-
ers of white minority domination
would want to use. No forces who
have either the potential or the will-
ingness to become part of the demo-
eratic cause must be driven over to
the regime.

The question of what happens to
the bantustans in the current transi-
tional period must be debated. But
there can be no compromise with
our perspective of a unitary demo-
cratic South Africa where there shall

be no bantustans. This issue will be
debated and its constitutional formu-
lation worked out in a democrati—
cally elected Constituent Assembly.
In the interim, we must pursue tae—
ties which are aimed at advancing
the unity of our people against apart—
heid and isolating all those apolo-
gists and puppets of apartheid.

Contradictions will arise from
time to time, and these cannot be

suppressed. But what we seek to
achieve is a massive amt tactical
politicaI/rontto isolate the diehards

ofapartheid and consolidate demo-

cratic and patriotic forces behind
theANC. We mustmusteraforce so

powerful that we achieve ourfree-

dom quicker!

Unban

People's

Organisations !
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LEAVE NOTHING TO CHANCE!

 

This article is the fifth in a series of responses to the feature in
MAYIBUYE No. 2, 1989, which deals with the question of
People's War and Insurrection. We invite readers to send in their
comments.

 

Insurrection as an art to seize
political power consists in the abil-
ity to correctly read the mood of
the people and determine the cor-
rect moment for a general upris-
ing of the masses against an un-
popular regime. It also consists in
the ability to muster the necessary
people’s forces to carry out the in-
surrection. One of the overriding

, conditions is the role of the under-
ground in preparing and organis-
ing for insurrection.

Present Conditions

But will insurrection play any role
under the present conditions of
greater legal space? We salute our
people for having» forced the apart-
heid regime to unban the ANC,SACP
and other democratic organisations.
But these achievements will only be-
come irreversible if we build the
people’s forces - both above-board
and underground.

Experience teaches us thatreforms
might not necessarily lead to politi—
cal democracy. They can also pre-
cede an era of intense repression.
The success ofthe revolution - trans-
fer of power to the people - will
depend on our ability to use this legal
space to intensify the struggle to rid
our country of the apartheid system.
We have to use this legal space to

reach out to the millions ofSouth Af~
deans, and ensure that they act in
their basic interest: the transfer of
power. We must build the ANC in all
corners ofthe land, among all sectors
of the South African people. Sec-
toral organisations must be strength»-

sectoral and national interests of
their constituents. All
these sectors, and
allthepatn'otic
organisa-
firm

to which they belong must
unite in a broad front against apart-
heid.

The transfer ofpolitical power by
the people as our strategic goal has
not changed It can take either the
armed or unarmed form, depending
on the unfolding events. While the
newpoliticalclimatepmmisesarela-
tively peaceful settlement of the
South African problem, we must not
be lulledintoabandoning all the work
of the organisation and preparation
for other eventualities. For example,
we need to strengthen all the ele-
ments that will provide for armed
uprising.

Key Elements

One of the key elements is the
people In struggle. Mass action must
continue around basic demands,
including those that affect our com-
munities, workers, students and other
sectors wherever they are. But the
linking thread among all of them
must be the demand for the transfer
of power. We must demand a demo-
cratically-elected Constituent As-
sembly. We must form Organs of
People’s Power in our localities.

But this also entails ensuring that
the enemy is not capable of acting
against the people; and that if the
enemy attacks we are able to hit back

      

    

and push the regime over-board. On
the one hand, this requires strong po-
litical organisation. It also requires
mass action.

In addition to all this we must
have the necessary military strength;

* Cadres of MK and most other
underground formations must not
surface.

* We must continue to build the
people’s self—defence and other such
committees.

* The process of winning over
armed forces from the enemy camp
must intensify.

* Everywhere, people’s “law and
order” must prevail. _

The emphasis on all these ele-
ments does not negate our readiness
for a negotiated settlement. But the
apartheid regime will only engage in
genuine negotiations when it recog-
nises that we are strong enough on
the ground to ensure the transfer of
power with or without negotiations.
Therefore the building of the insur-
rectionary forces must not be seen as
an antitheses of the process of nego-
tiations.
LEAVE NOTHING TO
CHANCE!
BUILD THE PEOPLE'S
FORCES!ened, and they must pursue both the
1


