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| teel that | should apolpmse 10 Tony Lson for ernbarfassing him with the last
paragraph of myprbute 10 nim n a when | stated that: *| have been
enrichad by absarbing the cultute an of the English and of Afrikaners, and
an Mr Leon's birthday, | wish 1o present fim with t iching offer to become,
i culture and in ways, a black Afrlgan f you 8o wish, & Zulu.”
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Because of the misinterpretations of what | meani as published in the maedia, let
me say that | never meant thai Mr Leon becomes a poor carbon copy of a
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, Al am saying as an Atfrigan of Zulu extraction is that |
wish | could see the same acculturation that we Africans have gone through
amongst our fellow compatrints with a western packground, which has enriched
us because of our absorption of the cultures of our wasiern comnpaltriols. We black
people also have a lot to offer far bevond Ubuntu-Batho. For wrong reasons, for
example, Dr Hendrick Verwoerd wanted | Fort Hare University to become an ethnic
Uriversity. He imposed eight vears e 4 v asuler bevaudo 1vé
said institutions like kort Hare Uni = ‘biack Englishmen.”
He deprecated our going through this acculturation Anyone who knows me
cannot mistake me for a black Erghshman But am egually preud of the Enghsh,
Jewish, Afrikaner, Greek, Portuguese etc. heritage which is part of me because of
that acculturation, When | made the statement that | r Mr Leon to become
snriched also through African culture. whether 1 be Sotho or Tswana, |
meant no more than just thai.

Congratulations for reaching this threshold with a whole vista of challenges to
which | feal cartain vou will be squal. South Africa is fartunate 12 have as ona of
ils wunenl and fsw genaration leadars asmeona of your ealibra. Thic G tho roacon
we are hers to say: "Happy Birrhday , great sen of South Africa, ‘We saluta you.
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