Envoy salutes

Thatcher-on

South Africa

By John Carvel

Mrs Thatcher last received
the dubious benefit of praise
from the South African ambas-
sudor for her espouscl of “ pos-
itive measures” rather than
sanctions to encqurage the Pre-
toria  regime  to
apartheid.

The wambassador, Mr Denis
Worrall, told MPs in Westmin-
ster that she had adopted: “a
more  constructive  approach
than heating the hell out of
the white ;imnlh Africans.”’

His remarks, on the eve of
todlay's Commons statement by
the  Prime  Minister cn last
vieek’'s EEC summijt on  the
South African jssue, scems cers
tzin to inflame the ™ Opposi-
tioa's altack on British action
to minimise the EEC's response.

They will also make it
harder for the Prime Minlster
1o carry with her the liberal
wing  of  her  backbenchevs,
suime of whon- yesterday an-
pounced an au  un trip to Lu-
saka for talks ith lenders of
the African Natlonal Congress.

Mr Worrall's intervention
came in evidence to the Com-
mons foreign affairs committee
when he was asked what con-
cessions the South Afrvican gov-
ernment might - entertain  to
snecd a seitlement.

“The possibilities of conces-
cions arise when in fact there
1~ a4 more realistic assessment
on the part of so many crilics
of South Africa of the internal

climinate -

situation in South Afrjca,” he
said. § tne i
“1l is one thing to focus on
the deficiencies of South Afri-
can sguicty. 1t ]
focus " on  the immorality of
apartheid. It is another alto-
gether to make constructive
suggestions and to want fo
play a constructive role in the
post-apartheid sociely."

The campaign against South
Africa had been the best fi-
nanced and Dbest orchestrated
of the second half of the 20th
century, © "“The reason that it
has falled so dismally 15 that it
has not taken account of the
self “cterest of the white South
Alric ns.”

He went on: * 1 sense some-
thing cimerging in Mrs
Thatcher's attitude and in the
difference  between  economic
measures which would cause
ceonomie  damage and  mca-
sures which would assist to
climinate apartheid.

“And that to my mind is a
moic - constructive  approach
than beating the hell out of
the white South Africans.”

Larlier: the shadow foreign
secrctary, Mr  Denis  Healey,
said that the mission 1o South
Africa of Sir Geoffrey Howe
had been prected with unanis
mous derision in South Alrica,
Mr - Healy, who has just
returned  fromn the  country
himgelf,' predicted that  the
Yoreign Seerctary would come
back “like a latter-day Neville
Chamberlain.”
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“ Have a lovely trip — and do make clear to them that you haven’t come wéving a big sticl{! )
s _ , : : ' o

stonce on apartheid to the pre- racial society. There were no
war Conservative Government's -precedents.

appeascment of Adolf iiler, One person one vate in a
ha forecast that Sir Geoffrey 'unitary state was unacceptable
would " alieht from an aircraft to white South Africans who
on his ypeturn frowm Pctoria at best would then become like
carrying f scrap of paper say- the Basques and -at worst like
ing: Pcace In Our Time." the Palestinians.

Mi Woirall’s remarks had Compromise was essential.
been made ' ase he  sought to “The blacks!are going to have
the argument that to realise that the final consti-
South Africa is in a difficult tutional form should take ac-
period of transition hom clas- count  of  the  community
sic apartheid fowards a multi- character of South Alrica. And

: : J v
the white South Africans will:
have toraccept that numbpers,
in the final analvsis, are going
to be extremel important.”

Sanctions ‘were alrcady hurt-
ing, notably the informal ac-
tion taken by :the!hanks, But
psychologicaly the effect was
to stiffen resistance.

The Tory MPs Hugh Dykes,,

Robert Adley, * and ¢ . Timm
Rathhone, ‘said they would
probably visit Lusaka in Sep-
tember to see leading officials
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of the ANC. Another  Toiry
backbencher, ’ Mr- Peter
Brulnvels, accused' them i ol
“supping with the devil."** © -

After a meeting of the Lib
eral International in Helsink
hadr .called * for coordinated
selective and progressive suanc
tions Mr David Steel, the Brit
ish leader, said,;: * The stand i
in marked contrast to the foot
dragging approach which Mr,
Thatcher has forced upon he:
KEC colleagues.” *
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South African
envoy praises
Thatcher lme

By Richard Evans and Philip Webster

Mr Denis Worrall, the
South African Ambassador to
Britain. last night went out of
his way to praise Mrs Marga-
ret Thatcher for her “con-
structive™ approach to his
country’s Crisis.

He told the Commons for-
eign affairs select committee
that her ability to distinguish
between damaging economic
sanctions and positive mea-
sures that would assist in
eliminating apartheid was
more likely to bring aboul
change.

His strong endorsement of
the Pnme Minister's contro-
versial stance on South Afnca,
on the eve of her sitatement to
the Commons today on last
week's EEC summit at The
Hague. is bound to be seized
upon by Mr Neil Kinnock,
leader of the Labour Party,
and other opposition MPs.

Meanwhile, Mr Denis
Healey. the shadow Foreign
Secretary, said that President
Kaunda of Zambia was intent
on leaving the Common-
wealth unless it agreed to
effective sanctions against
South Africa at next month’s
Commonwealth summit.

- Mr Worrall told MPs that -

the possibility of his Govern-
ment making concessions or
contructive moves was more
] likely when foreign critics of
Pretoria reached a ‘“more
realistic™ assessment of the
mternal situation in South
Africa. :
~*It is one thing to focus on
the deficiencies of South Afri-

can society and the immor- ..

alities of apartheid. It is
another thing altogether 10
make constructive suggestions -
and to want to play a construc-

tive role in creating a post-
apartheid society.” -

The anti-South Africa cam-
paign. which he claimed was
one of the best financed and
internationally orchestrated.,
had resulied in little change.
“The reason it has failed so
dismally is that it does not
appeal or take account of the
self-interest of white South
Africans. It ignores his partic-
ular interest; it ignores hls
point of view.”

He added: I sense some-
thing emerging in Prime Min-
ister Thaicher's attitude. a
difference between economic

*measures which would cause

economic damage and mea-
sures which will assist in
eliminating apartheid.

“That 10 my mind is a new -

distinction . .. and is a more
constructive approach than
just beating the hell out of the
South Africans.”

Earlier Mr Worrall said he
could not speculate on the
outcome of the planned visit
to South Africa by Sir Geof-
frey Howe. the Foreign Secre-
tary. and the EEC initiative’s
chances of success. “That is
going to depend on when Sir
Geoffrey visits South Africa,
how the state of emergency
develops and the mood of the
Government at the time.”

But he inisisted: “We will
sort out our internal affairs
according to the mleresls ofall
South Africans.”

Mr Healey, on his return

from _his..visit to- southern

Africa, said that in five hours
of talks -with-Dr Kaunda he
had tried to persuade him to
stay- in ‘the -Commonwealth
.and fight: for action . from
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Thatcher line pralsed
by Pretoria envoy

Continued from page 1

within. He had wamed him
against the danger of a split.

.But he disclosed that Dr
Kaunda had expressed the
feeling that if the Common-
wealth summit did not come
up with sanctions there was no
point in staying in.

“*He said that he could not
bear to sit again at a table with
Mrs Thatcher if she vetoes
Commonwealth action for a
second time. It is a worrying
matter that if Zambia decided
10 leave the Commonwealth a
number of other African coun-
tries and some Asian counu-ies
might do the same,” Mr
Healey said.

In a series of interviews and
at a Westminster press confer-
ence, Mr Healey said that in
South Africa the proposed
mission of Sir Geoffrey to
Pretoria was received with
unanimous derision both by

supporters and opponents of
apartheid. He had been 1old
that no black leader would be
prepared to talk to a member
of Mrs Thatcher’'s Govern-
ment in the present situation.

*It is a hopeless and damag-
ing mission,” Mr Healey said.

Mr Worrall was unable to
tell the select commijittee
when the present state of
emergency would end. It was
essentially a temporary mea-
sure intended to restore stabil-
ity so the South Afncan
government and people could
get on with reforming.

He insisted that the country
was going through a period of
major transition “from the
apartheid of the past to a
mulu-racial future.”

“There are people who are
determined to create circum- |
stances of disorder, whose
objective it is to make certain
areas ungovernable.” -
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LONEON — KwaZulu leader
Clief Nangoswibe Beiheles
{old Britons pesierday thai
ANC feader Nelson Mandaja
bad made it clear he could
st no poblem in working
wish hin (Bothedew) '

Mandela bGad expressed
tiks view (o both the Coge
monweilth Emioent Pgr-
sans’ Groop and Progressjve

e e it e o e g st

eady to

—

T ST ]
Federal Party MP Heleo
Swxnan, be sapd

He said i a F:»zh radio in-
terview that if UK Foreige
Secvetary Sir Geoffrey Howe
wanied {0 see king diring ks
visii Lo SA “iheq, of cotrse |
wosild see him”

He added: “1 dan't see bow
I eould ygmore iafking to a

B e —— — R—

foreign minister of '.'tr stat-
ure of Sir Geoffrey Howe'

He said be woald advise
Howe against sapctions. He
had thic mandate from his
followers.

In Derbon ou May 1 about
100 800 people had rejected
samctions. Everywhere! when
he moved among blacks
ihere was this same refection

(Cam up -— Buthelezi

of sanctions, Bulhskbz said

Considerable TV ~ove
was given to Bothelwi's rally
in Sowedo at the weekend.

Hegarding his apgarent in-
terest in ithe proposed
national statutory coumcil
Bathelesd said it was nothing
uew that, under cerigin con-
ditions, wegotiations were tn
be preforred {0 viekseoe.
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Africa’s | Ambassador
Mr Demis Worrall sasd
yesterday that if mter-
watsonal ECONOMIC
sanchons| are imposed
aramst South Africa,
the Government would
consider frecang its in-
ternationyl debt repay
merts ax retaliation.

‘We are able 10 x
ciprocale with sanctions.,”
the ambassador tobd Bot
ish MP's.

“We conld canse chaos
w Soutbern Afnca, some-
thing which 1 not suffi
centdy recopmased.”

TOPAGE?

WASHINGTON.
The Reagan admigis-
traliog &S reviewing its
policy oa Soeth Afnca
because the sitoation
has detenorated since
the moposition of a
siate of emergency on
fune 12, the State D
artipent said  yester-

A review of US podicy
coold include a search for
sxcreased sid 1o Black oa
tons in the repion, Scc
retary of State Mr Goorge
Shultz saxd today

Mir Shudtz ako clomed
that Congressional cuts in
Pres Reagan’s R50 billion
fogeign-policy budget re-
guest could barm US ef-
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forts @ improve  the
South Afncan situalion
He wki reportess that
the Resgan administrat-
¥ 15 auoning (o complete
the sty by Late July and
& likely 1o make the find
mgs  pablic in Con
gressonal testimony,
Accordhng to accounts
publdehed at the week
eved, the adminisiration is
sceking betier ties with
Hack groops in South
Africa, notably the Afn
can Nationad Conpress
Mr Shuoitz said an im
poctant clement of US
policy could be to belp
several Black states that
border South Africa and
depend economically on
thexr popweriul White-ded
neighboer.  Among  the
countries i this reagion
are Botswanz, Zambia
and Mozambague
In recent coritic

gressonal moves
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