ANC TOKYO M SSI OV (Q g
I ntroduction
Maj or Devel opnent of 1989
Political Situation in Japan
wae
Rel ations with ; (i) Japanese CGovernnent
(ii) African Enbassies
(iii) Political Parties
(iv) Trade Unions
(v) Business Conmunity
(vi) Solidarity & Anti-Apartheid G oups
(vii) Religious O ganisations
(viii) Wbnen Organi sations
(ix) Student & Youth Organisations
5. 1989 Canpai gns : Eval uation
(i) Open Apartheid Prisons
(ii) Support for QAU Declaration
(iii) Support for ANC Constitutional Cuideline
(iv) ANC Col ours, Symbols & Nkosi Sikelela ’'Africa
6. Wrk in other East Asian Countries
7. Financial Situation
8. 1990 Canpai gns
9. Problens & Waknesses
10. Reconmendati ons
1 1. Concl usions
1990- A s04



I nt roducti on

This is a summary report of the situation in Japan and ot her East Asian countries.

The report shoul d be seen as continuation of regular reports/notes fromour mssion and
additional to earlier rapotage by nyself, M Tsuyama Naoko and M. Hi rano Kazunari

during our respective visits to Lusaka during the past year

Eval uati on of 1989

Qur office evaluate highly our activities during 1989 cal endar year. This

Vi eW observation is held by Solidarity Goups, Anti-Apartheid Commttees, Political Parti
es,

Enbassi es and scores of other |ocal groups and organisations. Indeed the June 1989 visit
by Conrade T.T. Nkobi and the series of neetings held with officials in governnent,

busi ness, anmbassadors, political parties and solidarity and support organisation contribu
ted

trenmendously to our efforts. Above all the tireless and selflessness of M. H rano and Ms

Tsuyamm, our two Japanese staff during the past year, help further to nobilise nore
support for ANC and our struggle. This let to expansion of our work across Japan and
broad in new forces and support. It is this newy nobilised areas of work that put so
much pressure on the three of us in the office.

Maj or Devel opnent of 1989

(a) Formation of Vol unteers Canpaign Conmittee

Inspired by our activities and noved by Asinanali and Defiance Canpaign in South

Africa, a group of ordinary Japanese, predominantly University Students from Six differen
t

Tokyo Canpasses and workers formed ANC Vol unteer Group. This G oup not only organi sed
public rallies, denonstration and protest but also visit Japanese Foreign Mnistry to
demand support for ANC, release of Political Prisoners, isolation of Apartheid South Afri
ca.

During their visit to South African Consul ate General office the group showed 376, 000
signatures collected across Japan denmanding of all prisoners in South Africa, Unbanning o
f

ANC and end of Apartheid. Further this Volunteer Goup forned reliable additional

consci ouse and willing manpower our office could easily nobilise at short notice for
various activities. W also arrange for themto neet a nunber of visitors from South
Africa Wio cane to Japan during the previous year






(b) Formation of Lawyers Committee Against Apartheid

As reported earlier, the Goup was formed partly by inspiration fromthe British

Lawyers Agai nst Apartheid where Ms Yoko Hayashi (founder nenber of the above) studied

for a year during 1987. Although the Goup is still young, they have anbitious plans that

if inmplenented, will lead to nore pressure on the governnment and Busi ness Conmunity.

During the visit to Japan by a del egate of Lawers for Human Ri ghts to neet

government officials, a nmeeting was arranged with the above group and Denocratic

Lawyers Associ ation. Ever since Denocratic Lawers feels oblidged to work towards the

destruction of Apartheid. They have kept dynami c contact with NEDAL and LHR and

collecting funds for their schol arships. W hope the ANC Legal Department can al so keep

contact with the above Japanese groups.

(c) Formation of (Diet) Parlianentary League Agai nst Apartheid

On Novenber 29, 1989 at the Parliamentary (Diet) Chambers, parliamentarians from

al |l Japanese political parties, ruling and opposition, big and small, in the presents of

al nost all African Enbassies, ANC Chief Representative, officials of Gainusho (Foreign

M nistry), inaugurated League Agai nst Apartheid. This was history in Japanese politics

-thanks to the patience and skillful work of M. Toshi o Kawakani of Japan Socialist Party

and current Chairperson of the League. Parlianmentarians usually formideol ogi cal separate

support commttees for a particular country or issue but all conme together to form ONE

Conmittee against Apartheid. Al of themattended the steering Comrmittee that met first

time during the visit of Cde T.G to Japan. Although they have not as yet ell aborated

their 1990 plan of action, we hope that they will increase pressure within the governnent
and WII highlight the support for ANC and anti-Apartheid struggle within the corridors
of

the Diet. The group is schedule to reconvene after the pending February General election

for the powerful Lower House. ANC Chi ef Representative & Anbassador of Nigeria, H E

Dagon Yaro addressed the inauguration neeting.

Qur office took initiative to request themto neet parlianmentarians from ot her

countries W WII be attending the UN. sponsored ; East Asian Action Against Apartheid

Semi nar, 23-25 January 1990 in Tokyo. Further we are proposing to themto consider a

visit to Southern Africa during this year, preferably after the February el ection. During

this visit they will also hold discussions with ANC | eaders. Conrade Walter Sisulu send

greetings and appeal to the inauguration neeting.






(d) Formation of Amandl a Tour Committee
Al ready the Japan Africa Asia LatinsAnerica Commttee (AALA) have set-up | oca
conmittees across Japan to prepare Amandl a Tour from 29 Septenber-10O Novenber 1990.
The growi ng ANC support across Japan enabl ed the Tour organisers to easily confirmtour
in about 22 cities to date. Asinamali national tour and publicity across Japan have
undoubtedly al so contributed to this unparalled enthusiasm
Amandl a Tour to Japan, Singapore (June) and Mal aysia (June) WIIl surely help to
devel op further ANC presents, objectives in the region
(e) Apartheid Non Exhibition
This exhibition that have been already to a nunber of European countries is
currently touring Japan. So far the exhibition have been to 150 pl aces across Japan, and
according to the organi sers over 400,000 ordi nary people across the country have seen it.
The striking feature of the exhibition is that |ocal people formtheir own conmittees,
prepare their own information to propagate and publicise the exhibition. They coll ect
noney in order to host it. In this way they become part of the exhibition anti-apartheid
activities. This leads to upserge of anti-apartheid activities locally. Qur office have
participate in helping | ocal organisers establish these commttees and hel p nobilise the
public to visit the exhibition. Another feature is that just ordinary citizens, very igno
rant
of apartheid and its realities cone out aware of our situation after visiting this
exhibition. Big quantities of Anti-Apartheid literature is also distributed and sold in t
he
process.
The exhibition has been in Tokyo since Dec. 1989 and WIIl nopve around various

Tokyo destricts for 3 nobnths. Organisers are projecting an estimted 400,000 Tokyorites
WIl see the exhibition. The ANC and the entire African Anrbassadors accredited to Japan
have joi ned this canpaign.
Anbassadors give speaches to |ocal prepatory conmttees, attend opening exhibition
recepti on cerenonies, give interviews and alnost all nobilise Japanese popul ace to
i ncrease support for ANC Tokyo office.



Political Situation in Japan

The recruit stock scandal, forner P.M Uno Gei sha problemand the introduction of
consunption tax have virtually ended the ruling Leberal Denocratic Party (LDP) nonopoly
of power in Japan. In the June 1989 Upper House or House of Counsellors the LDP | ost

its majority and went into opposition after 35 years of defacto one-party-state and

domi nation of both Houses of Parlianent. The opposition, especially the main opposition
party, Japan Socialist Party (JSP) |ed by chairperson Takako Doi rallied wonen el ectorate
around (i) corrupt LDP money politics

(ii) P.M wonen scanda

(iii) Recruit scandal and

(iv) unpopul ar Consunption tax (3%

Al 't hough the governnment of Prime Mnister Toshiki Kaifu tried to deal with the bl ows
suffered after June Upper House el ection defeat the el ectorate seened not convinced and
still mstrust the ruling party.

February El ection

The opposition parties especially JSP and Denocratic Socialist Party, Koneito and

United Denocratic Socialist Party (Sham nren) seens confident to Wn nore seats in the
forthcom ng powerful |ower House election. The Lower House has strength, the party
governs or |ooses power depending on howthey fair in the Lower House parliamentary

el ection. Analysts predicts that although the LDP might be forced into a hung_up or
coalition government Wth sone centrist party |ike Denocratic Socialist or Koneito Party.
On the left the Comruni st Party, Wich neither cooperates Wth or joins the four other
.opposition parties seenms not confident enough for the com ng February House of
Representatives election. During the June 1989, the Japan Conmuni st Party (JCP) | ost
seats to JSP to what party activists and anal ysts called "The after-effects of Ti enannmen
Square shooting"” in Beijing, June 4 1989. Conrades points to events unfolding and | oosing
of power or dissolving of Conmunists Parties in Eastern Europe, especially the Romani an
turnabouts as bad oman for JCP changes for the el ection. The general observation is that
the four ; JSP-DSP, Koneito and Shaminren WIIl increase their seat in the forthcom ng
parliamentary el ections. Their prospects are re-inforced by Rengo (Japane Confederation
of Trade Unions) support. In the June 1989 Lower House el ection, rengo fiel ded

candi dates in LDP strong hold. They won all except in only one constituency Wich ever
way, the ruling party Wiich is facing the wall will be denied the absolute majority for
the first time ini four decades of single rule.



Coal i ti on Gover nment
During and after the Upper House general election in June 1989, Japan Soci al i st
Party, (JSP), Denocratic Socialist Party (DSP), Koneito and United Socialist Party
(Sham nren) have been hol ding series of neetings re: Formation of Coalition Governnent to
unseat LDP while initially the parties were mles apart especially on
1. Japan-U. S. A security treaty

| ssue of Japan Self Defence Forces

Soci alist and radical inclinations of JSP
The Nucl ear Energy Policies and
91sz
Korean Peninsula Position and Treaty,
six nonth of varies special conmittee sessions and | eadership sunmits, through
conprom ses and consensus a unified position seens to be emerging. The general direction
and position is that only the above four, Wth backing of powerful 10 nmillion strong Reng
0
Trade Union can end LDP rule, noney politics, scandals and curruptions and i nprove Japan
imge from First C ass econony, second class standard of living, third class politics to
First O ass Econony, First Cass standard of living and First Cass Politics.
W nds Bl ows Qur \Way:
the above political devel opments and trends have change the course of usually
strong and hostil Wnds to bl ow our way. Qur tinmely decision to open our mssion in
Tokyo, gave us rear opportunity to understand, cooperate and to sone extend influence
certain inportant circles to see things our way.
The ot her obvious reflection of changing tide is the agreenent by all parties that
Japan need only one Diet League Against Apartheid. This situation could have been

unt hi nkabl e two years ago.
As the pressure builds and intensify in both Houses of parliament, we expect the
ruling party to seriously rethink its positions on South Africa. The LDP WII not like to
face a hostile forces and isolation fromboth Wthin and wi thout. Over 1990 canpai gns, as
WIIl be detailed later is precisely a respond to and preaanpive actions to force LDP
acceed to overwhel m ng opini on agai nst Apartheid and introduction of Sanctions on
Pretoria. The fact that sone party officials Wth LDP donate funds to AND and sone one
the LDP to donate funds to ANC Tokyo Office is an indication that there prom sing
changes or changes of opinion somewhere Wthin the party.
Qur next step should be to encourage the opposition parties to introduce
anti-apartheid legislation first in the Upper House, Were it will be voted overshel m ng

y
and then to the Lower House, Were even if it can be narrowy defeated, WII| introduce



the issue of apartheid in a lengthy debate within the parlianent chanbers. This will then
all ow the other extra-parlianentary forces to rally support for our just course.
The present Enperor, Enperor Akihito, seenms not to have nuch influence on the
above trends, although there is fear that the LDP mi ght use the Inperial Household
nane for its political programre. Like when Prine M nister Takeshita was fighting hard
agai nst Recruit stal k scandal, anmong other he used the funeral of the |ate Enperor
Showa, in what was called "Funeral Diplomacy".
The new Enperor official Enthronement is coming in Novenber and Enperor’s
Aki hito second son is due to get married in June or July this year. These occdassi ons
m ght provide yet another diplonmatic and stage manegenent group for LDP.
The nmain issues at the coning elections will still be;
(i) corrupt noney politics
(ii) unpopul ar consunption tax
(iii) recruit scandal
The outcone of election will depend on how each party propagated the above. If
the opposition gains absolute mapjority, we will see possibly a fundanental policy change
towards Pretoria. Even though a red-carpet might not be extend to the ANC, nore
synpat hetic personalities shall be Wlding the reigns of power. It will depend on us how
we approach the new situation. \Whatever way, new tonorrow seens to be dawni ng for
our novement and our struggle. Hopefully, the effects will go beyond the nati onal
boundries to other East Asian countries, especially those belonging to Newy Industrialis
ed
Economic ( NNEC S ) and associ ati on of East Asian Nation ( ASEAN ).



