Walter Sisulu addressing a rally in Alexandra Township, Johannesburg,
on Human Rights Day, 10 December 1952
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In the long history of the African National | prison gates to be opened so that he can

Congress of South Africa (ANC) since it
was founded in 1912, many outstanding
men and women have played a part both
at leadership and rank and file level. It
gathered behind its banner not only the
chiefs and professional men irked by the
theft of land and the restraints of segrega-
tion and discrimination, but the unlettered
and often illiterate common people who
sought in the ANC an instrument of
deliverance from the poverty and pain to
which they were subjected by the exploi-
tation and oppression imposed by white
domination. Like the tribe itself, the sum
was greater.than its parts, the President-
General the mouthpiece, not the master,
of its members.

Many of the men and women whose
dedication and commitment made possible
not only the Congress of the People and
the Freedom Charter of 1955, but also
the creation of the fighting army of the
people, Umkhonto we Sizwe, which is
ever more effectively challenging the
might of the racist state, are today in
prison. The name of Nelson Mandela is
known and honoured worldwide, a
symbol of the people’s cause, as dignified
and potent in adversity as he was when
active on the open political battlefield.
And with him serving life sentences in
apartheid prisons are many other leaders
of the liberation movement whose names
may not all be as widely known but whose
dedication, courage and commitment
deserve respect.

Among those is Walter Sisulu, who was
at the centre of ANC affairs from the
1940s until his arrest at Rivonia in 1963,
who was the main defence witness in the
Rivonia trial and who still stands where
he always stood, solid as a rock in support
of his peonle’s cause, waiting only for the

resume the work of agitation, mobilisation
and organisation at which he was pre-
eminent. It was Walter Sisulu, in fact,
who acted as guide and mentor to Nelson
Mandela when he first came to Johannes-
burg;*who worked with Mandela, Oliver
Tambo and others in the African National
Congress Youth League whose revitalising
ideas began the conversion of the ANC
from a ‘moderate’ organisation into thc
militant revolutionary force it is today. it
was recognition of his personal worth and
solidity which won Walter Sisulu the
position of secretary-general of the ANC
at its 1949 Congress where the
‘Programme of Action’ was adopted. It
was Walter Sisulu who was the organising
genius of the mighty upsurge of the
people in the 1950s, who held everybody
together through the Defiance Campaign,
the Congress of the People, the Treason
Trial, the strikes and boycotts, the
stresses and conflicts of the late 1950s.
He it was who guided the ANC into the
underground after the banning of 1960
and laid the foundation for the shift to
active self-defence against the violence of
the state which gave birth to Umkhonto
we Sizwe.

One of those who was close to him
throughout this period wrote:

‘Walter Slsqu‘pvas not a man for the
public occasion, though he could rise to
any. He was the man who made the public
occasions possible, who behind the scenes
had carried the burden of the organisa-
tion’s work. If it was his earnest attention
to detail, his patient persistence which
carried the Congress and its campaigns
through the country, Walter Sisulu had
other, rarer qualities too. He had the
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of f'epealing the long-existing laws differ-
entiating between European and Bantu.’

The Defiance Campaign was launched
on the second anniversary of Freedom
Day, 26 June 1952, and in all about 8,000
people in various parts of the country
went to jail for defying the unjust laws.

| Sisulu himself was a member of a group

of 52 Africans and Indians, led by the
veteran Indian Congressman Nana Sita,
who entered Boksburg location without
permits. He was fined £1 with the alterna-

tive of seven days’ imprisonment, but not
before he had told the court:

‘Our position has so worsened that today
white South Africa has put in office a
government which has closed all constitu-
tional channels between itself and my
people and whose barbarous and godless
policies have shocked enlightened people
all over the world. As an African and
national secretary of the Congress I cannot
stand aside on an issue which is a matter
of life and death to my people. My duty
is perfectly clear — it is to take the lead
and to share with the humblest of my
countrymen the crushing burden imposed
on us because of the colour of our skins.
‘In conclusion, I wish to make this solemn

vow and in full appreciation of the conse-
quences it entails. As long as I enjoy the

confidence of my people, and as long as
there is a spark of life and energy in me, I
shall fight with courage and determination
for the abolition of discriminatory laws
and for the freedom of all South Africans

irrespective of colour or creed.’

Later in the year Sisulu and 19 others
were rearrested and charged under the

10| Suppression of Communism Act for their |

part in organising the Defiance Campaign. ‘

They were sentenced to nine months’
imprisonment, suspended for two years,
Judge Rumpff remarking that their
offence amounted to ‘statutory commu-
nism’ under the Act but had nothing to
do with ‘what is commonly known as
communism’. He added that he accepted
‘the evidence that you consistently advised
your followers to follow a peaceful course
of action and to avoid violence in any
shape or form.’

Having been convicted under the Act,
Sisulu became liable to administrative
action by the Minister of Justice, who
quickly served a notice on him banning
him from meetings and confining him to
the magisterial district of Johannesburg.
Similar notices were served on many other
Congress leaders and trade unionists, and
the Guardian newspaper was banned as
part of the government’s attempt to
eliminate the opposition.

A significant feature of the Defiance
Campaign was the meeting in November
1952 of over 200 whites called together
by the National Action Committee of the
ANC and SAIC, and addressed by Sisulu,
Tambo and Cachalia, at which the
Congress of Democrats was formed. The
silence of white democrats on the issues
involved in the Defiance Campaign, said
Tambo, was being construed by blacks as
acquiescence in and approval of the
government’s policies. After Sisulu had
pointed out that the limited franchise
proposals being advanced by some white
liberals would have no appeal for the
majority of blacks, the meeting passed a
resolution expressing support for equal
rights for all and the aims of the Defiance
Campaign. Thus was forged another com-

ponent of the Congress Alliance which |

T e e e "R e

..... it ﬂmmmﬂ.ﬁ :_;::5: i R o R |
F —— % %wﬁ'ﬁ # - I:."I . ;l. ’ o |E:"l-'l. :‘_ Moy -!::..E'lfl.ﬁ, J'-'_'!;-i:r:n.lh_ - .\.'1:-,\ B
b R et e e
"l..

<% KN

15:_ _'
Ei:-:—i E{ "{;N-‘#.,:r

A delegatlon at the Congress of the People, I(llptown 25 26 J une 195 5
(Plcture by Ell Wemberg)

Another delegation pades itdeands | (Picture by Eieiberg) % .  ] 11




e

------

'n.: 5 o ) -.“-r e A
i -" et

...............
iLr

---------
........

munism Act. Released on bail of R250,
he was ordered to report to the police
twice a week.

In August 1962 Sisulu was again picked
up by the police as he was walking down
Commissioner Street in Johannesburg.
Held without bail for 12 days, he was
eventually charged with incitement arising
from the countrywide strike which had
been organised from 29 to 31 May 1961,
In protest against the inauguration of the
racist "Republic’. Nelson Mandela, who
had gone underground after the strike to
organise the resistance, had been arrested
In Natal on 5 August and was charged
with a similar offence.

The intensified persecution of the ANC
leaders  followed the launching of
Umkhonto we Sizwe with a series of
sabotage attacks on 16 December 1961

161 Following decades of peaceful and non- |
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‘Treason Trialists’ arrive at the Drill Hall for the Fi day

violent struggle, the movement had finally
resorted to armed struggle as the only
way of defending itself against the
terocious repression of the apartheid

regime and advancing the cause of
liberation. The opening of the trials of

Mandela and Sisulu in October 1962 was
marked by bomb attacks in Natal and the
Western Cape and demonstrations by
thousands of supporters in the main
centres of the country. Although Mandela
and Sisulu faced charges arising from the
same strike, their trials were separate —
Mandela appearing in Pretoria and Sisulu
in  Johannesburg. Mandela faced two
charges — incitement to strike and leaving
the country without permission —and was
eventually sentenced to five vyears’
imprisonment. Sisulu was also charged

with incitement to strike but faced a

second charge arising from documents

Angry crowds during the Treason Trial
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found in his home by the police which
were held to show that he was promoting
the aims of the ANC. He was sentenced
to six years’ imprisonment in March 1963.

His case had dragged out for nearly
five months and during this period he had
been free on bail of R1,000. After the
sentence the magistrate withdrew the bail
but it was reinstated on appeal to the
Supreme Court. Sisulu was again released,
this time on bail of R6,000. His ‘freedom’,
however, was both limited and dangerous;
in October 1962 he had been placed under
house arrest (see Appendix). Ten days
later, following the death of his mother,
Sisulu was arrested at his home for
attending a ‘gathering’ created by the
mourners who had come to pay their last
respects. At the conclusion of the incite-
ment case, Sisulu realised that time had

run out for him and on 20 April 1963 he
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went underground to join the High Com-
mand of Umkhonto we Sizwe.

On 26 June, Freedom Day, 1963, the
country was electrified on hearing the
voice of Walter Sisulu broadcasting over
Radio ANC. It was a typical Sisulu
message — direct, forceful and down to
earth: |

‘Sons and daughters of Africa:

1 speak to you from somewhere in South
Africa.

‘I have not left the country.

‘I do not plan to leave.

‘Many of our leaders of the African
National Congress have gone underground.
This is to keep the organisation in action:
to preserve the leadership; to keep the
freedom fight going. Never has the
country, and our people, needed leader-

117




61

" a®
= *

& - !

‘

‘PUBIS] UDQQOY UO $ILdA g1 Furpuads
191je 7861 1udy ur ‘umog ade) ‘uosii] 1oow
-8][0d 01 uosuid puels] usqqoy wolij paiiojsuel)
SEM ‘TUDBUR[N MAIPUy PpuB BQRJYN PpuUOwWAey
‘B[OPUBN UOS[ON UMM IJOU1030) ‘nInsIS I91[BA «

B S S ® PR G D B SRR s SR Tt
SIy pue nnSIS I10J JUBOW OABY ,PUB[S]

U2QqQqoOy UO UOIIRIIIBIUI JO SIBOA JyJ
"Aienba
pue Auowey pue aoead ur 19Y)a30) 9AI]
O] uled[ 01 YOB[q PUB A}IYM I0J SEM BOUIJY
INOS Ul uonnjos A[uo ayJ . poJ[oi1uod
9Q P[NOM 2DUIOIA yons Agalaym SiTejje JO
d)e)S € IN0oQe Sullq p[noys am 1ey) 191199
2q pinom 11 9jdoad umo Awr jo s)saIdul
AU} Ul 1By} I [, ‘M[NSIS PIBS ‘9MZIS
M OjuoUN W JO yIom ay) ul yed 3urye)
A¢ "MOI3 P[NOM JDUI[OIA Y} PUB ‘dOUIJOP
-J]9S 1939YS Ul JDUJ[OIA O} UDIALIP dlom
djdoad ueoujy ayJ, - -uoneniis siy) 3doooe
PINOM UBDLIJY 8UI}09dsal-J[as ON "UOIIBN]IS
STy} 3dadoe 03 suedujy 10} 9qissod jou
SeM 11 ‘spoyjowr [eS89[ [& Jo 3uissaiddns

Jo Suruueq a9y} Ypm - - ‘dwed pouwue
Ue BOLIJY YINOS ayew 0O} asoyd Aay)
PBAISU[, ‘SjUdWSUBIIE  [BUOIINIIISUOD

aIninj ssnosip 03 sojdoad [[e JO UOIJUdA
-UO0D [BUOIJRU B 1OJ B2 S ONV 2l pasnjol
JUSWIUIA0S Y],

A[JU9)SISUOD  peY

Usuonenogau Aq swa[qo.id | [[e JO juduw
-3[1398 [njaoead € 0] UISOYD JABIY IM AUl
| 2y} 3daooe 03 pazedard jou a1am ‘saAne)
-uasaxdar eonrod may) ysnoayy ‘Anunod
SIY} Jo sueadoinyy a3y} Inq © ° ° SUIZNID
S)I JO Auouuey pue Ajun Ioj 3apnjije
I3qOS pue J[qeuosear jsour 3y} pajdope
ONYV 2y} ‘sonoead pue swuresSord ‘Korjod

-pardar nINSIS “SOS61 PUE SOP6 |
AU} Ul DNV Yyl Aq paoueape samrod oy

pue suorjesiuesio jo Juiuueq ‘s3ur}dowl |

ul yjoq jeyy uonuawr o) NI P.J ‘[IPM,

0] paudddey pey jeym paysy ‘UO1}IN1ISIP
pue Sury ssopPal jo swweldord v 0)
PO IO }I SEM 10U ‘uonn(os [njaoead e
10} adoy syt Suiuopuege jou sem YNV )
IMZIS OM ojuoyjw woj o) surdpoy ul
JBY) IBO[D 11 dpeW NNSIS ‘R[OPUBA oI
paI Ay
JBUM Op PI[NOd sanjuoyine ay "9jerodood
0} pasnjal dH "do110d 3yl 0) UONEBWIOJUI
OAE3 9 J1 podury 3uloq plOAB Pinod Ing
Ajjeuad yjeap ayj) paorj oy plo) sem oy
"P2[BIAJI NINSIS ‘UOIIUIIAP SIY SULIN(]
'SAIUWAUD SIY 10) yojew ® uey) 2lowW SI
"1190U00 10 UOondadap-j[os oYUM ‘asned
siy Jo aonsnl pue 2130 9Y) JO PIOUIAUOD
pue ASo[0opr SIY Ul 1BQ[D SI OUyM uew
B JBY) pojelisuowdp n[nsi§ “I1einx A219]
‘10)n03sold  sSnoIA 9y} Jo sopudnuul
pue s123us 1SI0BI 9] pajoalal ‘2ouljoir 0)
110831 9y) pauredxs ‘QNV 241 jo Aorjod
O} papunodxa oH ‘uonnoosoid ayl Aq
payoaold 2q 03 pasnjar Ajuiny pue Ajwied
U pue ‘sSIayjo JO uoIIndasold pue uorn
-BOIJTIUIPT Y]} O] PBI[ 1YsIwW yodImym suor)
-sanb ou 1amsue pue 3uiyjou Aes pnom
OU I1BJ[0 J1I 9peW QJY 13SINO Y} WOl
'SABp 9AIJ 10} XOQ 9y} Ul Sem NNSIS
*101N23so1d
Uy} wolj JuIPOdy IO UOIBUIWEXD
-88010 0} pojddlgns 10 paydnurojur 2q
JOU p[NOM 9y JBY} 0S JO0Pp Yy} wol) yeads
PI[NOYS B[OPUBJA 1BY)} SEM pPasnddoe )
JO uoISID3p QY] "933niis 03 uornjesdsur
UB SB [[oM SB INJBIJ]I[ UOIJRIAQI] JO DISSB[D
B QW003Q SBY OOpP 9} WOI} JUIWIIRIS
SUIAOW S_B[OPURJAl UOS[aN puB umouy
[[9M 3l€ [EL1] BIUOATY oY) JO S[Tejap 9y,
JAIng jou peoyd
[ "A1unod sty ul pauaddey sey jeym 10]
J[qQISUOdSal ST JUIWUIIAOS I, :N[NSIS

~Sa3Ieyd [[e 01 A3[ng jou peard [ *yo0p ay) |

Ul 9q P[NOYS ‘[ J0U ‘JuawtIdA08 oY) plo]
AW, :pres elopuely ‘peold 01 poysy

'(IN0J 7961 SIY UO BJOPUB

| *dwIod Isnuw

AQ POISIA SALIUNOD JY)) IAYMIS[o pue
RISIUN |, ‘®LI0BIN ‘BLoqr] ‘eidorylyg ‘enadry
ur siasiyjedwAs  woly sasodind  9sai
10) Aosuow Sumresar pue SunodIoOg ‘4
WISIUNWWo? jo $329[qo

l oY} Iaypinj 0] sAem 2say) url 3UNOyY ‘¢
- 011qnd Yy oY) papeaur Aay)
uoym sjrun Arejuu udrei0] pre 0] pue
| PIesaloje oY) jiwwod 03 Juuidsuo) ‘7

Jo sasodind 10j a1ejiem e[iiongd pue 93e)
-0qes ur Jururel) 10J suosiad Sunmniooy I

'BIUOATY J® PUNOJ SBM OIyM
24nq1Avpy uovL2d() JUWNJ0P Y} JO UOI)
-pja1didur s .uonnoasord ay) woij Juisue
SOCIBYD INOJ padej A9y ‘Iaquiadd(q ¢
uo Aem Iapun j03 Aj[eulj [eu) 119y} Uaym
JO0p a3 ur wayy urol 03 puels] UaqQoOy

13q0310() 6 UO JUdWIIDIPUI I19Y]) 210J2q SABD
OM] [IJUN WAY) O} SSIIOE PAUIP 2loM
SIDAME[ I119Y) UQAY ‘pajjnesse A[SNOIdIA
dlam swog -do1cd Ajunodes ayl Aq .p9)
-e30119)ul, A[[BINIQ UIJO PUR A[SSA[ASELID
“JUdWAULJ U0 AIRJI[OS Ul play aiam Aoy
Syjuow 10, -sigyienbpeay eIUOATY I1oy)
JB palsalle dlom IMZIS oM ojuoyyuw()
| JO SI9PBI[ 1910 pue nnsIS A[nf [ UQ

| (E[pUEllY,
| [ PR300NS [[IM M\ [PA300NS ISNU M
‘Suodeam Ino A1 UOT)BSIUBSIO INO ‘ATJLIOeS
INO ‘uoneuIuLIdRp Jno ‘Ajilun Ino jng
'JBY) MOUY I\ ‘SPPO SNOPUILIAI) DB] IM,

| "IJIJLIOLS AP\ "OIJLIOBS INO A 01 JLIOBS

INOYNM jou Jnq ‘19)33q 3y} 10} sajuey)
SafueYy) [BOMJY  UINoQ
UI 3SIMIDYJO 3q J1 UBD MOH ‘dOUIJOIA 1)IM
JOUIJOIA J2W 0) PEY 2ABY WOPIRIJ I0)
Su133nJ1)s uaw ‘DUIJOIA JO dde} AY) U],

'WOPIAIJ INO 10J SIAI]
INO JIPUALINS 0) PAUTWIIIIP. OS[E I8 IM

"UOIIN[OARI JUIIOIA | pue mun 0) 3jdoad Ino [e uo [Ed I\,

W01} JY3noIq Sem B[aPUB]A UOS[ON ‘€96 | [[® 10] pue duo jo3far jsnwr ap ‘ade)

e

A3} — paoijLIoes dARY udw sage ay) no |81

-ydnoli], ‘uonerdqi 10y 9[3an1ys ino dojs

JOU [[IM SME[ DIISRIP JEY) JUIWILIdA0F a1

WIBA M "WIOPIATJ 03 Aem AJuo 3y} S SIyJ, |
'J91J)950) pue)s 0) SN 10J WO SBY Inoy
A} :Aes Ip\ ‘uoiuido JOo IprYS JIABYM
Jo ‘9jdoad ino e uodn o am :sayaunyd
[[é pPue UOIZI[a1 JO SId)SIUIW (SjUapnis pue
SI21oea) ‘sjuesead pue SINIOA 9[FFni)S

—

"JU WIUIAO0SF
SIY}] MOIYIDA0 dM UBD UOI)OB pajiun
AQ A[uQ °eIA SI Ajun Iy} eyl Mouy
djdoad ueduyy ay °9[38ni}s Jo spoyjowr
AMIU YA PeI| M ‘SSAITUO0)) [BUOIIEN
UBDLIJY 31) ‘OM "JOABM JIAJU JSnuU JF3nI)S |
], 'pasSudeyoun 03 SN JUIUILIIAOS

JO 0B ON °pnelj uejsnjueg 2y} Ssaui)

LLI9)SI M, A1) WOI) SUBOLIJY Y} JO [BAOWIDI
A} Jsurese Jysiy jsnuwr ap ‘smeq ssed )
U0 oe)je ) AJISUUI JSNUI DAL 'SIAB[S
OJUl UdWI ‘SMOPIM oOjul SIAIM ‘sueydio |
OJUI UIPIYD win) jum sme] ssed ay} ‘Iig
JUSWIPUIWY SMET njueg Y3 Iapu() "duA
-19)UI 0] SuOoIjeN pajiun ayj o3 Sureadde
10 pasuey aq Aew 9djdoag ey 03 wiy
SULI( JOU Paau pue — UBJLIJY Yno§ Aue
jsoue Aewr wewodnod Auy - Adusfrows
Jo 2dje)s Jusueu_d © Uur SI BOLIJY YINnos,
"WOPIAIJ 10] AP U "pasuey 3q 0] S[[0
B3P UI JIEM UIJA ‘[eld) Jnoyiim uostdur
0] SME] SNOIJIA S IJJSIOA Japun S[[32
ul jox ‘9Jim AW Suipnjour ‘usawom pue
RN "stduosud jeonyjod 10) duwed uonjen
-UJU0D JueId B SI PuR[S] U2qqoy ‘A13unod
) jo syed djowdx 0) paysiueq e Auep
'B[OPUBJA UOS]ON OIWeUAp Ino Suipnjoul
[rel ur aize spuesnoy] ‘yojem pue puejs
0} W) OU S Y ‘SIOPEI] INO PuIydq
A[[er 0) — UBWIOM AJ9Ad pue UBW AJAD
— puej ano jo 3jdoad ayjy jo Anp ayj st 1,
‘211 UO SI SOy InQ,

puy °S[B3pI J131) 10J SIAI[ JIAY) UIAIS dARY | *SISLIO JO InOY SIY} ul ‘mou op Aay) se diys

——

i g omill  rime = g
I T T —




201

ﬁ_'- = -J 1 N r-: e e

= AR N
llllllllll

......

R

.....
e

.....

e

----------

SN
........
T

e
---------

--------

nnnnnn

U
LLLLLLL

e
111111111
rrrrrrr

eyt

L e

.....
e e e ' x 5 W, 7 . 'r-.:',-..;,_. .....
..............
" :-'.'_1'_.::;:;.
.....

..........
11111111111
..........

------

o r,
.........................

Mﬁefta otsikelelo Sisulu
R S e A T R R A, S T

comrades not the end of their struggle | had to fight for their rights, assert their
but simply its transfer to a new and more | personalities. Under the leadership of
difficult arena. At the time of writing, | men like Mandela, Sisulu, Mbeki and
Sisulu has been behind bars for almost 19 | others, the prisoners have been disciplined,
years, Mandela for nearly 20. For them | determined and courageous. They have

and others, life imprisonment means the | gone on deputations, fought court cases, |

government intends them to remain in | gone on hunger strike. They have faced |
prison for the rest of their natural lives. | and overcome every challenge.

F

In March 1963 the Minister of Justice As Francis Meli wrote recently:!
announced that there would be no
remission of sentence for any person

e R TN e S ST e T AT e

convicted under the security laws. Not a | “The racist rulers have converted the Island

single day has been knocked off the jail | into a harsh prison camp —a grey, soulless,
term of any political prisoner. d cruel spot, designed to crush the spirit of

The Rivonia men on Robben Island, | the bravest and truest leaders of our |
who were the leaders outside prison, are | revolt against the apartheid system, to
also the leaders inside prison, leaders of | douse once and for all the flames of
the daily struggle the prisoners have had | rebellion in our hearts, to deter and
to wage against an administration deter- JI subdue us forever.

mined to break their spirits. Every day | “This was the intention but . ..the racists |

L
|

the prisoners face insult, humiliation and | E———————

provocation, injustice meted Outlb‘y pétty 1. Francis Meli, ANC Director of External

' \ 3% P . .. .~ | Publicity, in his foreword to Island in Chains.:
t?’ rants in the nar:ne of ‘white Clwllsatm_n *| Ten Years on Robben Island by Prisoner 885/63,
Every day the prisoners have had to brace

as told by Indres Naidoo to Albie Sachs (Penguin
themselves for some new assault, have | Books, 1982). p 7.

Zwelakhe Slsulu

failed. The struggle continued, on the
Island and off, the fires of resistance
continued to burn, and Robben Island
became nationally and internationally
synonymous not with defeat but with

courage and indestructibility.’

The Robben Island prisoners have
become the focus of resistance not only
in prison but throughout South Africa.
The names of Mandela, Sisulu and their
comrades are on the lips of the youth in

Soweto and wherever the mausses are in |

action —in the schools and universities, in
the factories, on the picket line, at

funerals, church services and demonstra-
tions. If anything, their stature and
significance have grown because of the
ordeal to which they have been subjected
and under the blows of which they have
been stecled and tempered. Nor have the

prisoners been merely passive endurers or
mindless stoics. They have constantly
been studying and learning, arguing and

discussing, framing solutions for the
problems of the country. Many of the
initiatives which have been put into
practice by the people outside have had
their origin on Robben Island.

Walter Sisulu is the man he always was
—older and wiser, but just as determined
and immovable in the face of threat or
danger, still as positive in his thinking and
acting, optimistic and forward-looking, as
convinced as ever that he will see freedom
in his lifetime. His influence on his
comrades is immense. He takes time to
consider his verdict, refuses to be rushed
into a hasty decision, weighs the pros and
cons, but when his mind is made up he is
utterly secure in himself and an inexhaust-
ible source of confidence for others. His
peers always seek his agreement, the youth
look upon him as a father figure. He is
still the rock of the ANC, the man at the
centre who holds everything together.

South Africa needs Sisulu and his
comrades. They have given a great deal to
their country, but they could give so much
more if the shackles of apartheid were
struck from their limbs. Nor is it merely a
question of releasing a few hundred men
from jail. All South Africa must be con-
verted from the prison-house it now is for
the majority of its people into the free
and democratic society which has been
outlined in the Freedom Charter, a society
which will have no need to victimise its
proudest and most gifted spirits because
they have dared to fight for freedom.
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