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CYNICISM is probably inherent in any 

institution like the United States Con- 

gress. Members must pretend they are 

committed to some higher national     

      

    

  

good, but that too 
tence. For the vast 

| objective is to keep 

often is all it is, a pre- 
majority, their only 

truly compelling interest is themselves. 

If it were otherwise they would not have 

had the sublime arrog: ] 

selves to the public in the first place. Having 

achieved the public’s approval their prime 

it. All else is secondary. 

ance to offer them- 
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           If the electorate must be 
conned, bought or treated 
like the prey of a soap ad- L 
vertisement, so be it. The ! 

only constraint is the fear | 

that too many voters might 3 

find out — a fear that sim- 1 
ply makes for more sophis- 
ticated mendacity. 7 i 

Then, of course, there is 

the law, but since Congress 
makes it even that can be * 

| twisted. 

There have been some 

strikingly loathsome exam- 

| ples in recent days, none 

ore so than the House of 

presentatives’ attempt to 
itself a pay increase. 

These are straitened 
times budget-wise. Thanks 
to the deficit the taxpayer 

is getting less and less for 

what he forks over to the 
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If the voter is an easy 

mark, consider what the 
congressman can wreak on 
-those who have no hold 
whatsoever on him, should 
it serve his purpose. It is 
hard to imagine anyone 
with less hold over him 
than the chronically brut- 
alised millions of southern 
Africa. These millions are, 
however — thanks largely 
to an accident of skin col- 
our — highly convenient 
fodder for many congress- 
men’s ambitions, the more 
s0 because, when shafted, 
they cannot answer back. 

Has begun 
The shafting has already 

begun, and the only brake 
on it, typically enough, is 
those few commodities the 
region possesses that mat-   Government. 

A ‘balloon’ 
The members knew rais- 

ing their salaries by rather 

| more than what most of 

their constituents earn to 

begin with was a lead-bal- 

Joon proposition. So they 
contrived an extraordinary 

legislative finagle under 

| which a vote against a raise 

would automatically en- 
sure that the raise went 
into effect. 

In this case, it is not only 

the dishonesty that boggles 

the mind, it is the contempt 

in which these people hol 

"] the citizens who made them 
what'they are. 

  
    

        

    

ferto the US. 

Converting personal in-, 
terest into high moral prin- 
ciple, the Congress last 
year enacted the Compre- 
hensive Anti-Apartheid Act 
whose glorious achieve- 
ment has been to render its 
supposed target yet more 
bloodyminded to its sup- 
posed beneficiaries. 

Rhetorically, at least, the 
idea was to get on the right 
side of history. The result 
has been to help guarantee 
that history will never be 
on the side of southern 
Africa. But who cares? The 

4 point of the exercise was 
not to profit distant, 
disenfranchised masses, it 
was to appease the noisy 
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leaders of a domestic con- 
stituency whose very real 
problems are such a politi- 
cal and economic quagmire 

/that not even the noisy 
leaders want to deal with 
it. Indeed, it may even be 
argued that said leaders 
wish the quagmire to per- 
sist because it gives them a 
raison d’etre. § 

The trouble with the 
CAAA, from the congres- 
sional viewpoint at any 
rate, is that it is difficult to 
top without taking steps 
that might hurt or brass-off 
the voters. There really 
isn’t much more that can be 
done without impinging on 
America’s material (so 
much more important than 
‘moral) well-being. 

However, as adumbrated 
in the preceding para- 
graph, more has be done in 
order to keep uglier, clos- 
er-to-home matters at bay. | 
The issue, for reasons quite 
discrete from the horror of 
apartheid or the wretched- 
ness of its victims, must be 
kept alive. Time, therefore, 
to haul out the smoke and 
mirrors. 

This happened last 
Wednesday with all the 
pharisaic, auto-stimulative 
humbug that the sanction- | 
eers have shown them- 
selves so masterful at 
mustering. 

Usual suspects 
One by one, the usual sus- 

pects — Senator Edward 
Kennedy, Congressman 
William Gray, Senator Paul 
*Simon (the new chairman 
of the Senate Africa Sub- | 
committee), soi-disant con- 
gressman but in fact non- 
voting congressional 
delegate Walter Fauntroy, 
Congressman Howard 
Wolpe and their sundry 
clones — mounted the podi- 
utii*and faced the cameras 
to boast their ‘commitment’ 
to and profound solicitous- 
ness for the downtrodden 
southern African. 

We will rescue you yet 
from South African tyran- 
ny, they said, we will give 
you $800 million (R1660 
million) over the next six 
years. Look, we are even in- 
troducing Bills this very 
day to make it happen. 

It was a vicious hoax, and 
they knew it. There is not a 
snowball’s chance in hell 
that such a sum will be ap- 
propriated, certainly not in 
the present budget climate, 

reat 
K 
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nor even if the deficit by 
some miracle suddenly 
shrinks and revenues soar. 

vLow priority 
Africa, it cannot be 

stressed too highly, has the 
lowest priority of any claim 
on the taxpaying voter's 
dollar. As for the plan it- 
self, the numbers — $100 
million in the current year 
and an annual $140 miilion through 1992 — were 
plucked out of the strato- 
sphere of some staff mem- 
ber’s mind, and aside from 
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a stipulation that ‘not less 
than half would be spent 
on. currently chic regional 
transport programmes 
there was not the faintest 
indication that any of the 
sponsors had given the 
least thought to how the 
money should be spent. 

Which is not surprising 
because what was going on 
here was not the making of 
policy but a piece of politi- 
cal son et lumiere. 

The Reagan Administra- 
tion had been working on a 
similar, slightly more real- 
istic, initiative for some 
months. The Agency of In- 
ternational Development 
(AID) had decided to ask 
for $500 million over five 
years, starting with $93 mil- 
Tion for the first two, and it 
at least had the manners to 
work out in some detail 
how and where the money 
would be allocated. 

It concluded, for exam- 
ple, that it wasn’t much 
good pumping cash into the 
Beira and other corridors if 
there was no trade to run 
up and down them. It also 
devoted considerable ef- 
fort to co-ordination with 
other donors and institu- 
tions like the World Bank. 
In short, it tried to come up 
with something workable — 
something that might, in- 
deed, if the funds could be 
found, not only help in 
counteracting the regional 
effects of S A sanctions but 
even do some long-term 
good. 

It was, of course, no coin- 

cidence that Kennedy, Gray 
et al chose to unveil their 
scheme at the very hour 
AID was unveiling its ver- 
sion. The idea, quite pa- 
tently, was to steal the 
administration’s thunder 
and, because AID was only 
permitted by the office of 
management and budget to 
talk about tke first two 
years and $93 million of its 
plan, to make it look cheap 
and ‘uncaring’. Which is ex- 
actly how it was portrayed 
in the Washington Post the 
following morning. 
The truth of the matter is 

that both plans are 
doomed. The difference is 
that one, the administra- 
tion’s, is a sincere, if opti- 
mistic, attempt to develop a 
workable U S strategy over 
the ruins of constructive 
engagement. 

The creators of the con- 
gressional alternative 
share no such goal. If they 
did they could have simply 
rallied to AID’s proposal 
and put their shoulder to 
the wheel of getting it into 
law. But their purpose is 
not to help southern Africa, 
about which most know 
nothing and care less, but 
to exploit its hopes and suf- 
fering to_broadcast their 
virtue and win petty politi- 
cal points off the adminis- 
tration. & 

A little honesty would be 
nice from these people, a 
little more thought about 
reality beyond their own 
narrow interests, a little 
more heed to conse- 
quences, a little less play- 
acting. Just once. 
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what he forks over to the govern- 
ment. 7 
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Political Reporter 
THE presence of President 
Botha at the ceremonial 
first meeting of the Kwa- 
Zulu/Natal Joint Executive 
Authority in Durban this 
week shows a ‘benign ac- 
ceptance’ by him that the 
JEA could lead to a joint 
legislature for the region, 
an Indaba spokesman said 
yesterday. 
The spokesman said the 

Natal Administrator, Mr Rad- 
clyffe Cadman, had said at 
the meeting he was in favour 
of a joint legislature and the 
fact that Mr Botha was 
present at the meeting 
showed a ‘benign acceptance’ 
of this point by him.   

PW ‘accepts join 
rule possibility 

He said it was expected 
that the Government would 
take some time to digest the 
Indaba proposals now that it 
had received the views of the 
organisers of the talks — the 
KwaZulu Government and Mr 
Cadman and Exco. 

The spokesman said it was 
presumed that the views of 
the two principals on the 
Indaba would be favourable. 
While it is known the 

KwaZulu Government is in fa- 
wvour of the Indaba proposals, 
the position of Exco is less 
clear since it now includes 
Mr Tino Volker and Mr Peter 
Miller, who are members of 
the National Party which has 
rejected the proposals as hav- 
ing insufficient safeguards 
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    for minorities. 
The Indaba spokesman said 

although Nationalist MPs, 
particularly junior MPs, had 
criticised the proposals, ‘no- 
one in a senior position’ had 
done so. 

‘We are extremely encour- 
aged by the developments of 
the past 10 days initiated by 
Dr Oscar Dhlomo’s statement 
that the proposals are nego- 
tiable to a point. 3 

‘The critical point is that 
we are operating in a climate 
of goodwill and friendly give 
and take. 

‘All parties, not just 
KwaZulu, sees the JEA as an 
interim step to a joint legisla- 
ture,’ the spokesman said. 
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BUSINESS DAY, Tuesday, February 10 1987 

    
NEWS FOCUS 

  
THE RESIGNATION of Dr Denis Wor- rall as South Africa’s Ambassador in Britain was big news here. 

The event showed how onately interested Britain still isin SA. Latterly, as a result of the clampdown on Press reporting of black unrest, South African news had been receding from the front ages, but Worrall's resignation rought it flooding back. 
The resignation also showed that the gmlmuly dismissive attitude of the ritish media towards “white litics” lnSAisnin'Jllongermt'lxu ici Th: obsessive interest in the -bang of 

o o b s hanging now a growing interest ow the bang- bang can be resolved, ¥ Some of the comments in the British Press have been remarkably perce; tive. Most commentators accept that the sole urpose of the May 6 election is to nllowg’regident Botha to use the twin issues of international sanctions and the black “revolutlonn; onslaught” to try to pull his National Part, together — to S gt T an on the Right flank an e PFP- the Left. Otherwise, the 

the resignation 
of Wynand Malan — 
is an attempt to 
break the mould of 
Whlllh politics in SA. 

  

  

  

I took part i 

00, and indeeq 4]) 2mong themse], 
vant to blacks, as g Perauag: him that, 

Weakness 
as highly rele. 

, the NP restabiljs ult of the elemo:um 

of 2 white 
vant to ther'll)lliflck 

  

Breaking the mould 
of white politics 

STANLEY UYS in London 
ng wlhite :ll: 

ition leaders in SA to low priority mtmeng the realisation has dawned : here that without Eglin the new ‘“cen- 
trist” grouping in white politics will never emerge. 

It is in Eglin’s gift to make or break this new grouping — to create a s bi- 
otic relnfionsgip tween the PFP and the Malans, Worralls and others who 
will follow them. 

And by all accounts — or so we hear 
here — Egjl;n is playing these cards 
skilfully. , of course, is the role Fre- 
derik van zyl Slabbert should have 
played. 
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Let’s tell blacks of 
thei 

since 
Mrs  Maud 
Motanyane 
was a little 

mining town girl in 
Nigel, she has seen an 
image of a white man 
with a beard every 
time she closes her 
eyes to pray. 

As editor of Tribute, 
the new upmarket black 
glossy magazine, costing 
R1,50 every two months, 
Mrs Motanyane is trying 
to replace old images 
like these with new, pos- 
itive ones. She has long 
felt the need for a maga- 
zine for people who are 
realising their own po- 
tential. : 

‘“Are you-a closet 
Uncle Tom?” she asked 
in a light-hearted quiz in 
the magazine’s first issue 
published last week. 
“When you see an exqui- 
site piece of art or 
human creation, do you 
find yourself muttering: 
“The white man is great?’ 

“Or do you have a jar 
of skin-lightening cream 
hidden in your bottom 
drawer? 

“Closet Uncle Tom is 
not necessarily about 
being black. It’s about 
being a level-headed per- 
son. Sometimes you have 
to fight the old images 
and consciously rise 
‘above them and be your- 
self. 

roes: 
  

  
Lifestyle Correspondent 

  
  

“Look at me. I still 
have a white name. 
Gugu, my second name, 
means ‘precious’, but I 
come from a time when 
our real names were 
used only at home. 

“The Black Conscious- 
ness Movement got us 
back to the right self 
concept — but there are 
still many issues to deal 
with. Like the status of 
women in black society. 

“There is a cold war _ 
being fought between the 
sexes, as the statistics of 
divorce and woman- | 
bashing show. But the 
men are not entirely to 
blame. 1t is also the so- 
ciety.” 

How would Tribute 
handle this question? 

Replied the married 
mother of two:“The soon- 
er the issues are dealt 
with, the better. If you're 
going to win this kind of 
war, you have one of two 
choices — confrontation 
or craftiness. Tribute in-   tends to be crafty — but Shombedlied i o1 Sakel S 

'to shoot from the hip.” 
What about political 

issues? Tribute was 
clearly critical of the 
system. But it wasn’t 
heavy. 

“It’s deliberate,” Mrs 
Motanyane said. “We're 
addressing the problems 
without people feeling 
we’re making a political 
speech. While we will 
criticise the Government 
and condemn it for its 
oppression of the black 
masses, we will be a 
platform for those who 
want to contribute views 
towards the building of 
a post-apartheid South 
Africa” 

She had meticulously 
handpicked her team of 
writers, who were predo- 
minantly black. “There 
are plenty of black peo- 
ple out there who know 
a great deal.” 

editor 
Mrs Motanyane’s career Valentine’s Day cooking, 
has made the leaps and sport and features design 

She is clearly one of 
them. With a diploma in 
Library Science, she’s 
worked in libraries, 
taught, been a PRO for 
Barclays and written for 
The Star and Post: 
everything from lost dog 
stories to TV criticism 
and her own column. She 
has also edited Sunday 
Post’s magazine. 

In her spare time she 
haunts bookstores (“I 
love the feel of books, 
the smell of them”). She 
reads a lot: Chinau 
Achebe, Fanon, James 
Baldwin and Maya An- 
gelou. Writers who de- 
scribe the black experi- 
ence, on many different 
levels. One of eight chil- 
dren, she said education 
was always a priority, 
even although there was 
no money. 

It was easy to see how 

bounds that it has. Her 
. quick intelligence needs 
something to grapple 
with. Right now it’s re- 
conciling the Western 
and African cultures. 

“We must strike a bal- 
ance between the old and 
the new. Much of our cul- 
ture is really valuable. 
We've lost so much of it 
— it’s frightening to 
think that in another 20- 
30 years we’ll need an- 
other Arthur Hailey to 
look for our roots. They 
need to be recorded now, 
and I see Tribute playing 
that kind of role.” 

Actually, Tribute’s 
role is multifaceted. 
Judging from the first 
issue, it intends to stimu- 
late. It features profiles 
of people like Miss Zinzi 
Mandela, the daughter; it 
describes social goings- 
on, speakeasies for the - 
chic, fashion, beauty, 

and decor in two Soweto 
homes. 

And it also asks more 
serious questions, like 
“Why is the stock ex- 
change run almost exclu 
sively by whites? and 
“Why are there no black 
judges and magistrates 
(except in some of the 
‘homelands’)”. 

Its editor challenges 
its audience to a new 
way of looking at them- 
selves and at black 
achievers. 

“It’s this thing about 
heroes,” said Mrs Motan- 
yane. “Our children have 
to know our heroes.” 

As she writes in her 
editorial: “In this way we 
hope people will be able 
to rearrange their 
values, selecting what 
they think is good from 
the past and present to 
build a new and richer 
order.” 
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M First signs of tide beginning to turn R e o cRe T e VO DAL 

Have sanctions backfired? 
WASHINGTON: Americans are start- 
ing to question the value of their eco- 
nomic sanctions against South Africa in’ 
early assessments of the clamp on 
trade . 

Doubts being aired here are similar to 
those also emerging on the worth of an exo- 
dus by US companies divesting themselves 
of their South African holdings, but main- 
taining business links with South Africa. 

A stampede for the moral high ground on 
Capitol Hill in August last year saw lawmak- 
ers trample the few who raised concerns at 
sanctions, culminating in a hastily-written 
Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986. 

President Reagan and the State Depart- 
ment warned against sanctions. But Con- 
gress thundered on over them too, over- 
whelmingly overriding a final “No” to sanc- 
tions from Mr Reagan on October 2. 

First signs now are that the tide is turning, 
with analysts and commentators starting to 
recognise that sanctions may well steer the 
South African Government, the intended tar- 
get, the wrong way and hurt the very people 
they are meant to help. . 

“Have economic sanctions against South 
Africa backfired?” Mr William Raspberry, a 
respected and influential columnist, asked in 

Daily News Foreign Service 
  

the Washington Post recently. “Probably 
Yes” 

His column would have delighted those in 
the White House and State Department who 
have all along fought sanctions. Those offi- 
cials who today still privately oppose sanc- 
tions as a means to budge Pretoria to re- 
form, but have to implement them because 
they are law, must be chortling. 

Mr Raspberry added: “Is there anybody in 
America who supported sanctions who now 
thinks that maybe sanctions weren’t such a 
wonderful idea after all? Probably not.” 

Congress’s sanctions, he said, would still 
be remembered as such a magnificent vic- 
tory for the forces of righteousness that it 
may be impossible for pro-sanctions activ- 
ists to have second thoughts. 

“And yet the clear evidence is that Pre- 
toria’s principal reactions to international 
sanctions has been what seasoned observers 
of South Africa had long predicted: a white 
retreat into the laager...and an end to any 
pretence of serious reform.” 

American newspapers are now reflecting 
that withdrawal and closing of ranks in news 
reports as the May 6 general election draws 

nearer and National Party politicians turn 
up the volume and anti-US rhetoric. 

Citing the Southern African Catholic Bish- 
ops’ Conference finding that sanctions were 
unlikely to force change in South Africa, Mr 
Raspberry asked how many intelligent, well- 
meaning Americans could have thought oth- 
erwise. . 

“The answer, I think, is that South Africa’s 
racism is so clear-cut an evil, so conducive 
to good-guy/bad-guy analyses that it’s diffi- 
cult for anti-apartheid partisans to think 
their way from policy proposal to prob- 
ably outcome,” he said. 

Threats of sanctions had caused at least 
cosmetic reforms but, once that damage was 
inflicted, the threat-induced incentive to 
move evaporated. 

“It is a bit like blackmail. Threaten to pub- 
lish my darkest secrets, and I might pay you . 
hush money. Actually publish them, and you 
won't collect a dime.” 

The only people who could be cheered by 
events in South Africa, Mr Raspberry con- 
cluded, were those who believed bloody revo- 
lution. was the only solution and that sanc- 
tions would bring it on by making conditions 
for blacks completely intolerable — “Is that 
what we really want?”, he asked. 
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NAaiLy News — (0 Cear. (937 

Spotlight is back on SA 
WASHINGTON: The spotlight returns 
to South Africa here today when the Sec- 
retary of State, Mr George Shultz, is 
handed a report telling him that President 
Reagan’s South Africa policy has been a 
dismal failure. 

The report, with recommendations for fu- 
ture policy, has been compiled after more 
than a year of meetings by a 12-member, 
blue-chip special advisory commission — 
the “panel of wise men” — appointed by 
President Reagan. 

It has not yet been released in public but 
sources say that a majority of members will 
urge the President to press US allies to. 
join in an economic sanctions drive unless 
South Africa takes a number of steps. 

These include ending the state of emer- 
gency, releasing all political prisoners, and 
recognising the African National Congress 
as a legitimate political organisation. 

Not all members favour sanctions, howev-* 
er.Snmedingreesosmgly&hnheypte- 
pared a minority report, which will also be 
released today, sources say. > 

It is understood that at least three of the 
panelists — former Under Secretary of 

Daily News Foreign Service 
State, Mr Lawrence Eagleburger, the chief 
of General Motors, Mr Roger Smith, and 
the president of the Christian College Co- 
alition, Mr John Dellenback — have signed 
the minority report. 

Their view, that sanctions make condi- 
tions tougher for blacks and will not en- 
courage the SA Government to speed up 
reform, matches that of President Reagan 
and Mr Shultz. 

Analysts will be watching carefully to see 
what effect the recommendations will have 
on US policy during the remaining two 
years of President Reagan’s term. 

Though “constructive engagement” is no 
longer used to describe the policy, and the 
Reagan administration now has to enforce 
sanctions approved by the U! Congress 
last year, top officials say the basic 
structure of the policy is essentially un- 
changed. 

One major shift, however, is that the US 
Pputs greater emphasis on contacts with 
black leaders. This was behind the meeting 
here between Mr Shultz and ANC leader 
Mr Oliver Tambo a fortnight ago and meet- 

   

ings last week between Mr Shultz and a 
delegation from Inkatha. 

Senior officials concede that the new 
reach-out approach to blacks will achieve 
nothing if the US loses influence with the 
South African Government as a result. 

Mr Shultz announced an outline of US 
policy toward the region two months ago — 
an event taken by analysts here to signal 
that the administration was aware of the 
critical tone of the emerging report and was 
getting its word in first. 

It is believed that the report urges Israel 
to cuts its trade ties with South Africa and 
calls for an end to the sales of American 
high-technology products to the republic. 

It says there is an urgent need to foster 
negotiations between the South African 
Government and black leaders to establish a 
non-racial and democratic political system. 

Mr Owen Bieber, president of the United 
Auto Workers, is one of the members said 
to be strongly behind the sanctions. Mr 
Bieber’s role in the panel has come under 
criticism because he was actively campaign- 
ing against US ties with South Africa while 
the commission was still in session. 

    ——— 

  

   



Mr Heunis was adamant that the In- 
daba proposals did not protect 
group rights and as such were not 
acceptable to the Government. 

He denied that this amounted to 
the Government setting down firm 
parameters for any negotiations, 
but was not prepared to deal in spe- 
cifics because negotiations on any 
future dispensation for a joint legis- 
lature for kwaZulu and Natal would 
still take place. 

He would not even commit him- 
self to a single legislature for the 
region. o 

Mr Heunis conceded that his 
claim on television that tlie Govern- 
ment had not rejected ‘the Indaba 
applied to the concept and not to the 
actual proposals. 

Neither would he comment on in- 
dications that the kwaZulu/Inkatha 
delegates had been cautious about 
signing the proposals because there 
was too much emphasis on group 
rights. <~ 

He could only comment on what 
_had been handed to him. 

Repeated accusations 

Throughout the interview he re- 
peatedly swung his answers into ac- 
cusations that the PFP and NRP 
had bedevilled chances of success 
because they had made it an elec- 
tion issue. 
 He rejected arguments that the 
first person to make it a political 
issue had been the Natal leader of 
the National Party, Mr Stoffel 
Botha, who gave the proposals the 
thumbs down within 48 hours of the 
majority of the delegates signing 
the Indaba report. 
Mr Heunis said Mr Botha was en- 

titled to comment as the National 

  

Tuwe STee \OFED sk     

Heunis blames opposition for 
Indaba rumpus 

the kwaZulu/Natal Indaba administration accused him of 

making misleading or incorrect statements. 

  

Heunis . .. 
majority rule”. 

‘proposals  represent 

Party of Natal was an Indaba dele- 
gate, even 
with observer . 

He maintained he had been quite 
prepared to a agree to the 
of the Chief Minister of kwaZulu, 
Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, not to. 
make an election issue of the Inda- 
ba, but the NRP and PFP had made 
this impossible by forming an elec- 
tion pact on the basis of the Indaba. 

His view had been until then that 
the Government should not com- 
ment before the initiators of the 
process, the kwaZulu Govern- 

though only, by choice, 
status. ) 

ment/Inkatha and the Natal Provin- 
cial Executive, had commented on 
the proposals. % 

Challenged on how he could claim 
that the current Provincial Execu- 
tive, which had been appointed by 
the Government, could be consid- 
ered to be the same as the elected 
Natal Provincial Executive which 
was scrapped by the Government, 
Mr Heunis replied: “It makes no dif- 
ference.” 

He said the appointed Provincial 
Executive was “not an agent of the 
Government” and there were only 
two National Party members serv- 
ing on it. 

If the new Executive could not be 
seen as the legal successor it should 
not be party to the planned Joint 
Executive Authority for Natal and 
KwaZulu. g e 

Mr Heunis said the Government 
could not be expected to give ap- 
proval to a set of proposals that “by 

their own definition are incom- 
plete”. 

The economic consequences of 
the Indaba proposals had not been 
fully assessed. L 

“The proposals imply additional 
expenditure that they say Natal 
hasn’t got.” This could prove to be a 
problem if every province made 
similar recommendations. 

The proposals were also incom- 
plete because no recommendations 
were made on how the proposed 
legislature would fit in with central 
government. 

Mr Heunis questioned the fact 
that the propesals were a majority 
report, saying delegates had signed 
in their personal capacity and not 
on behalf of their organisations. 

He lauded concept of the In- 
daba but “deplored the political 
parties which for their own expedi- 
ency put the initiative, which had 

. great promise, into jeopardy”. 
If the propo‘qls remained as they 

| were they were rejected as the Gov- 
ernment believed in “equal group 
participation. The proposals repre- 
sent majority rule”. . 

Sociologist Professor Lawrence 
Schlemmer had said that the pro- 

) Is amounted to black majority 
le. v 't 

Mr Heunis ruled out the sugges- 
tion that the Bill of Rights and the 
second chamber provided any sig- 
nificant protection for group rights. 

Group rights were excluded on 
general affairs and applied only to 
cultural issues such as language. 
Other group issues, including resi- 
dential areas (Group Areas), were 
excluded. 

“The proposals as such give no 
_guarantee for the self-determina- 
tion of cultural affairs and do not 
include a formula for ensuring 
group participation in the process of 
government.” 

" Asked about his previous under- 
taking to consider a public testing 
of the proposals, Mr Heunis stressed 
that only proposals which were 
‘acceptable to the Government 
‘would be tested by a referendum or 
referenda. 5 

| He indicated that any attempt by 
the Indaba to initiate its own refer- 
endum would not be acceptable to 
the Government: “It doesn’t have 
the capacity.” 

Mr Heunis repeated his undertak- 
ing to discuss a joint legislature 
aftenihe had received: the input of 
kwaZulu and the Provincial Execu- 
tive — not only with those two 
bodies but with all political parties. 
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Hay 
brought to South Afri- 

Group  and 

ca to help “sell” the 
KwaZulw/Natal Indaba 
proposals,  reported 
back to the Indaba 
steering  committee 

campaign for heightening 
public awareness of the 
serious situation in which 
the country finds itself 
and the alternatives of- 
fered by the Indaba. 

“The campaign strate- 
gy aims at producing pub- 
lic demand for implemen- 

US\igcp 
oposa 

tation of the Indaba pro- 

and eventual chaos.” 
Prof Clarence would 

achieve this aim. They 
wanted at this stage, to 
remain open to all possi- 
bilities. 

He could not be more 
specific about the three- 
phase awareness plan, but 
said it had already 
started. It could last 
about nine months, he 
said. 
He wanted the people 

of Natal to understand 
what the Indaba pro- 
posed, and what its conse- 
quences were. “We will 
talk as much as we can to 
as many groups as wish to 
hear us,” he said, “and 
we will aim, in the end, 

  

for a referendum or fail- 
ing that, a poll”. 
The Hay Group would 

spread the Indaba mess- | 
age overseas, to Con- | 
gressmen for mmple,‘ 
but that was only a by- 
product of their visit — it 
was not at the Indaba’s 
request. 

has made us more deter- 
mined to do the aware- | 
ness campaign, and if the 
people of KwaZulu/Natal 
reject the proposals, so be 
it. But if the government 

  

Is to SA | 
eminently saleable both 

... Concept 
‘A strategy to bring the 
concept of the Indaba to | 

the people of Natal/Kwa- | 
Zulu and the rest of the   accepts these proposals, 1 

think it will take a lot of 
pressure off this coun- 
try.” 

"The full text of a Press 

reflect a unique and skil- 
ful blend of views’ that | 
provide good and lasting 
solutions to South Afri- 
can’s political problems. 

“They are of the opin- 
ion that the proposals are 

country, as well as the in- | 

proposals 
were the only realistic in- | 
itiative on offer in this 
country at present. 

“However, 
lhzypemeiv;dagenerll 
acceptance of an overdue 

need for 

erts to ‘sell’ Indaba 
, not | 

enough detail is known of | 
the Indaba and an ag- 
gressive and positive com- 
munications campaign is 
required. 

“The consultants 
gained the distinct im- 
pression over the past 
week that the South Afri- 

the principles of the Inda- 
ba can be successfully 
marketed, whatever the 
government’s - misgivings 
;n;ght be,” the statement 

“They  sketched a 
campaign for 

heightening public aware- 
ness of the serious situa- 
tion in which the country 
finds itself and the alter- 
natives offered by the In- 
daba. They discovercd a 
wide perception inside 
South Africa, that the In- 
daba might be the last op- 
portunity for peaceful ne- 

tation of the Indaba pro- 
poia!sl}mllhemfive!o 

| continuing polarisation 
and eventual chaos.   

  
   



  

fInkatha 6 
groufi"(’/d‘d. 
found 
8uilty 

From page 1 

months, he sajd, 
“Gangs of the UpF do frequent ~ the Pieter- maritzburg town, that is how they manage to stay in “control jn Pieter-   maritzburg ag such,” he said. 

A few days before the day in question 5 child the ‘name Mhlongo had been abducted the UDF and was later found dead. The day be- fore the 43 came to town the UDF haq killed two Inkatha members in Re- tief Street apg three Wwomen related to some of the accused were seri- ously wounded, My von Willich said, 
The 

said. 
The five fled back to Harewood to find people to protect them against the UDF anq a group then set off for town “with the sole intention olf Drotecting these peo- ple”, 

When the group disem- barked in the central city they were “summarily, set upon by members of the UDF”, he claimed, Mr von Willich said that when the poljce ar- rived on the scene the In- katha members haq “wil- lingly " submitteq to arrest” and haq Jajq down their arms, He said at the 43 pointeq out their assailants to the police but “to their sur- Prise and horror these People were Summarily released”, 
The magistrate said he Was pleased to see so many older leaders jn the packed public ga].   lery. “It will take leaders With love and forgive- ness in their hearts to golve these problems,» | hesaid,   

  

In his reply, Mr Kuhn for the State said the 
facts given by Mr von Willich were not in dis-. pute. However, people could not take the law into their own hands. The court should also 
take into account that there was not only one | faction at fault but that the violence “works both 
ways”, he said. 

  
 



Shake_ Faith,| ;)7 

Affika. _r€hurch Shift’ 
Against ApartheidStirs 
Resistance of Members 

Dutch Reformed Synod Step 

Splits White Community, 

With Political Overtones 

  

. Both Sides Quote the Bible| 

and confused his. Apartheid is unaccepta- 
ble, the church now preaches, and worship- 

For South Africa’s Afrikaners, this idea 

T i E £ ] 

church,” South Africa seems destined to 
keep sliding toward revolution.   

Deep Implicauons 
““For the Afrikaner, the church is No. 

1," says Willie Lubbe, a Pretoria theolo- 

used the church’s preachings to support its 
apartheid policies. Fearing that any rup- 
ture in the church could seriously split the 
white electorate as well, the government 
has put on hold any political reform before 
the general election for white voters, which 
is set for May 6. 

Some of the more liberal, and optimis- 
tic, members of the Dutch Reformed 
Church believe that eventually the synod's 
change of heart and acts of reform, which 
were largely prompted by the church’s vir- 
tual ostracism from the world religious 
community, should inspire a similar con- 
version among government leaders. “If 
you have one doctrine inside the church, 
You should have the same one being prac- 
ticed outside the church,” says Marius 
Bester, the personnel director of the city of 
Kimberley and a church elder. 

Preaching and Practice 
But through the years, the church and 

the Afrikaners have rarely practiced what 
they preached. The dominees preached of 
the Good Samaritan and advocated “love 
thy neighbor,” but segregation and dis- 
crimination have been common, and later 
official, practice. 

In 1863, the Dutch Reformed Church in- 
stituted separate worship for whites and 
nonwhites. And after World War II, as the 
government imposed one apartheid law af- 
ter another, the church embraced the prin- 
ciple of separate development of the races 
more elaborately and found justification 
for it in the Bible. The church’s traditional 
branches—the mother church for whites, 
the Church in Africa for blacks and the 
Sendingkerk for people of mixed race— 
held separate synods and, generally, didn't 
have anything to do with one another. 
Whites often refused to pray with blacks. 

Now, many Dutch Reformed members 
find that accepting that their church has 
erred all these years—and accepting the 
presence of a black man in the next pew— 
requires a great leap of faith. 

“Am I now supposed to worship with 
my |black| farm laborers?" Mr. Scholtz, 
the Kimberley farmer, asks incredulously. 
His dominee, Johann Lemmer, a man half 
his age, gives him a copy of the synod's 

Please Turn to Page 30, Column |   
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Shaken Faith: Dutch Reformed Church Alienates 
Many Afrikaners With Shift to Assailing Apartheid 
  

Continued From First Page 
resolutions and, as always, tells him to 
consult his Bible, specifically the book of 
Romans, Chapter 12. 

It says, ‘Do not conform to the stan- 
dards of the world," " says Dominee Lem- 
mer. “The standards of our world have 
beeniod,lscnn\lnzu But we now see that 

5 Sovame like Mr. Schol, bovever, 
needs more persuasion. “t is unacceptable 
for him to believe that the church can be 
wrong,” the dominee says. 

Such is an instinctive reac- 
tion of the tradition-bound Afrikaners, who 
rely heavily on examples set by their fore- 
fathers. “We taught them to think this 
way. Why should they change?" says G.J. 
Swart, a Johannesburg minister and one of 
the church’s most liberal theologians. 

Mr. Swart himself changed, in the 
19505, when he set out to write a university 
thesis on the biblical basis for apartheid 
and wound up writing about the need for a 
unified, open church. Since then, he has 
been a’ prophet crying in the wilderness. 
People refusing to listen to talk of reform, 
he says, “won't change willingly." 

Since the synod, dominees favoring 
change have been focusing on New Testa- 
  

  

ment passages emphasizing Christian duty 
and church unity in order to smooth the 
way for putting the principle of an open 
church into practice. In recent years, a 
few congregations, mainly in big cites, 
have opened worship services to blacks 
and other races, but the vast majority re- 
main closed. And ts of the new 
course have their own favorite passages of 
Scripture: those about the diversity of 
God's creation and about a chosen race, 
set above all others. 

“I prefer separateness,” says Mr. 
Lubbe, 2 major opponent of the changes. 
“It you open church membership, it can 
easily mean that within a few years, the 
‘majority of the congregation will be mem- 
bers of the Sotho or Zulu tribes or Indians 
or whatever. Yet the church was meant to 
be an Afrikaner congregation.” The synod, 
he says, “has made the Dutch Reformed 
Church an international church, and we 
don't want that. We want our own 
church."” 

Mr. Lubbe has opened an office in 
downtown Pretoria to act as a clearing- 
house for people upset by the synod's deci- 
lons. His groupo dsseners has opened 3 
bank account to collect the 
People are refusing o put into the. hurens 
collection plates. He seeks to overturn the 
synod's decisions through negotiations with 
its leaders, and, failing that, to set up a 
new, purely Afrikaner church. 

“If people say I'm a racist, then I can 
tell them they're a Communist,” he says. 
““They believe that everything belongs to 
verybody. Ian'tthat the true Communist 

Pnylnx for Peace 
Zerilda Nel, a social worker and mem- 

ber of a Johannesburg Dutch Reformed 
congregation, prays for peace among the 
bickering church factions. *Every human 
being must, at some stage, sit down and 
think about life and look at how we are liv- 

the synod. she says. "I can't be concerned 
that if my church is opened, then I'll be 
overrun by blacks. I want to be overrun by 
Christians, of whatever color. 

  

say, ‘I hate the blacks.’ " 
But, in effect, this is just what the 

church and its members have long done, 
and the church became an international 
pariah. It was suspended from one world 

zealously working 
the apartheid system for many years and, 
in the process, have seen outspoken minis- 
ters occasionally 3 

The international pressure heiped pre- 
cipitate the Dutch Reformed Church’s con- 
version last October. But some observers 
term this conversion far too late and still 

the mixed-race branch of the church, de- 
mands that the white church go further 
and confess its own complicity in the prop- 
agation of apartheid and declare apartheid 
sinful rather than just “unacceptable.” 
No Quick Unification 

And despite all the talk of whites and 
blacks worshiping together, the white 

 mother church hasn't managed to recon- 
cile the racial split in the Dutch Reformed 
family. Chances for any quick unification 
of its three branches seem remote. 

Putting the synod's decisions into prac- 
tice in Kimberley, for example, won't be 
easy. The site of South Africa’s legendary 
diamond mines and strong in_ Afrikaner 
tradition, Kimberley seems to have more 
Dutch Reformed churches than service 
stations. 

Dominee Lemmer's congregation draws 
its members from a neat white suburb 
where many residents work for the govern- 
ment or the railway and have at least one 
domestic servant. Several years ago, the 
congregation's council decided to let local 
black and colored workers use the church 
on Thursday evenings for a service. A few 
members objected, Dominee Lemmer 
says, because “they didn't like having to 
sit on the pews on Sunday where a black 
‘man had sat on Thursday.” 

Opening Sunday services to blacks is 
expected to be even harder, he says. “I've 
been asked, ‘Dominee, what would happen 
if 20 blacks come to church?’ I say they 
would be welcome. Then I'm asked, 
‘Where would they sit?" 

Johan Thiart, an elder who generally 
speaks In favor of an open church, raises 
  

P SRR   

another question. “'When a black enters the 
church, how do we know if he’s a Christian 
or an ANC member?"" he asks, referring to 
the African National Congress. the banned 
anti-apartheid organization that includes 
terrorism as part of its strategy for top- 
pling the South African government. **You 
can't ask someone if he's a Christian.” 

So far, that problem hasn't arisen be- 
cause, despite the synod's decision, no 
blacks or coloreds have come on Sunday. 
And few whites expect that many will. 

“I dou't believe for one moment that if 
‘we open the doors of the church, it will be 
full of blacks the next Sunday,” Mr. Bester 
says. “‘People want to worship in their own 
language and according to their own cul- 
ture. They would be uncomfortable with — 

Falconbridge Sells 

49% Stake in Firm 

In South Africa 

By a WaLs SrazeT Jounas. Staff Reporter 
TORONTO-Falconbridge Ltd. said it 

sold its 49% stake in Western Platinum 
Lid. of South Arica, citing, in part, politi 
cal instability in that country. 

It became the fifth large Canadian con- 
cern in the past year to announce plans to 
il holdings In South Africa, where racial 
policies have prompted many companies 
to shed interests there. 
FREEIAERE B ek And cov0ec 

received $65 million for 
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buyer wasn't identified. 
james, Falconbridge's chair- 

ot and chif executiv offcer, 
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is the fifth company 

Falconbridge has sold its interest 
of 1986, raising total 
4 million (Canadian). 

has been used to reduce debt | i i 
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