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COURT EVIDENCE OF GUERILLA BATTLES 
AND INFILTRATION INTO SOUTH AFRICA

Gun battles between "communist-trained 
terrorists and Rhodesian security forces" 
were described by a Rhodesian army officer 
in the Natal Supreme Court. Moritzburg, 
South Africo recently. The officer, Lieutnant 
W F R. W innal, of the Rhodesian African 
Rifles, told the fourt that a  patrol under hrs 
command was attacked in the Wonkie 
Gome Reserve in August 1967, and he got 
five bullet wounds. He was giving evidence 
in the tria l of 31-year old Coloured*» ANC 
militant» James Edward April. April was 
charged on four counts under the so-called 
Terrorism Act,
Lieutenant Winnaf said the "terrorists'" used 
hand grenades ond automatic weapons in 
the attack in which a White Rhodesian 
officer and a  non-commissioned African 
officer were killed,
"The attackers were very aggressive and 
their morale was very high," he added.

Hand Grenades in Rhodesia

April's participation in the Rhodesian 
clashes was described by a deserter from 
the guerilla fighters, who testified for the 
State. Confirming thot April had partic ipa­
ted En the encounter detailed by Lieutenant 
W innal, the witness said that because his 
skin was so light, April had been able to 
walk unhindered into a Rhodesian Army 
camp in a deod soldier's uniform, throw 
hand grenades and escape in the confusion 
that followed,
"The Rhodesioii forces fled", he said, *rleo, 
ving behind arms, food and two radios 
behind*
“ The following day we engaged the Rho* 
desian forces in onother battle, t do not 
know how many we killed, but I sow two 
die, April was present and also attacked 
with us.
"After the Rhodesrons hod retreated, a se­
cond time, April told me that at one stage 
he hod difficulty because his sub-machine 
gun had jammed.
"April was am ong the Security forces and 
because he hod a revolver, he used it and 
killed many persons/ said the witness.
The prosecution introduced evidence to 
show that Aprit had first undergone tra i­
ning in guerrillo warfare in o comp in M al­
mesbury, Western Cape Province, run by 
Dennis Goldberg who was arrested ol

‘ Co loured : A person of mixed race

Rivonia ond sentenced to life imprisonment 
together with Nelson M andela, W alter 
Sisulu ond others.

Lutuli’s Warning Recalled

Another key witness for the Stote> Coptom 
H. D. Stadler, of the Durban Security Po­
lice. cross examined by Mr. A. S. K. Pitmon, 
defending obvocateh said he remembered 
the late Chief Albert Lutulihs statement o i 
President-General of the African Notional 
Congress. He remembered the Chief's war­
ning that the banning of the ANC woula 
open the gates of violence.
Referring to the plea by Nelson M andelu. 
on behalf of the broad united front of 
African leaders for a National Convention 
of a ll the people of South Africa — Black 
and W hite -  before a decision to declare 
South Africa a Republic was token. Captain 
Stadler said, " I recall the pleas made by 
several other African leaders for a round 
toble conference in 1961."

The Charges

April was diorged under the Terrorism Act 
on the following counts:

0  That during June 196-1 ond February oi 
this year* April — as a member of the 
African National Congress and Umkhonto 
we S iiw e -  was trained in communism, 
warfare, guerrilla warfare, methods of re­
volution, propaganda and methods of sê  
cret communication with intent to endanger 
the maintenance of law ond order in the 
Republic.

%  That between August 2 and August 30, 
1967, April entered Rhodesio bearing arms 
and took part in armed fighting against 
Rhodesian security forces with the intention 
of getting through to arrange and take 
port in armed revolution in the Republic of 
South Africa .

#  Thot between December 29 and Fe ­
bruary 17, this year April entered the coun 
try with a forged passport and falsified do­
cuments, and that he had materials to 
estobfish o system of secret communication

0  That he took part in a system of secret 
communication to promote plans to over­
throw the South Africon Government bv 
violent means between December 29 last 
year ond February 17,



ANC Patriit lid Hera
THE ANC WILL NEVER 
BE CRUSHED

-  April's Statement to Court 
Found guilty on the first three of the four 
counts on which he was charged, April, 
pleading in miligation of sentence told Mr. 
Justice Kennedy and his two assessor* that 
people in despoir always resort to violence 
and that "the African people" will even­
tually be victorious over the fasciM South 
African government
"Time is on our side, f guarantee it. Even 
ii there is a  world war, change will tale 
ploce in our lovour , „.
"History shows repeated example* of 
people struggling and fighting for free­
dom," he said.
Speaking on his actions and eventual arrest, 
April said, "I did these things because I 
believe I was right in doing them . * J  was 
tired and played out when I returned to 
South Africa it was this that led to my 
capture, not the ingenuity ol the police. 
"During my interrogation by the Security 
Police I was kept in solitary confinement 
and beaten up. Even though I answered 
mony questions, there wos nothing to please 
them.

"This once agoin proved to me that there 
were still fascist thugs in the Security Po­
lice ."

Turning to the African National Congress, 
April said as long as its aspirations were 
not satisfied from a democratic and social 
paint ol view,, it would never be crushed.

Staling thot it wos no use blaming the 
ills of South Africa an communism, April 
soid, "this is the way you hide behind vaui 
own fascism .11

Sentenced to 15 Years

Sentencing April io fifteen years hard la ­
bour. Mr. Justice Kennedy sa id : " I con un­
derstand some of the statements which you 
mode and appreciate some of them. I am 
a judge, not a politician, and I do not 
propose to comment on your address."
Mr. Justice Kennedy added that he could 
understand that hundreds of thousands of 
Coloureds in the Republic felt a sense ol 
frustration ,hin that they lost their right to 
vote, but it is not for me to condone sub­
versive meons of restoring previous 
situations"
From his address, the Judge soid, it ap ­
peared that April stood bjr his principles. 
“ Nowhere has there been a  disavowal by 
April of allegations against him. Indeed, 
the accused was not a reformed character; 
he remained to the end an enemy of South 
Africa and o revolutionist.

ANC STATEMENT

Immediately the news of A p rils  imprison- 
ment reached the heodquorters of the Enter- 
no! Mission ol the African National Con­
gress in Morogoro, Toniania , the ANOs 
Director of Political Affoirs, Duma Nokwe, 
issued the following statement:

"The ANC of South African vehemently 
Condemns the arrest and savage sentence 
imposed on James Edward April, a hero 
and patriot of the struggle against 
apartheid and racialism .

The "Terrorism Act' under which he is 
supposed to have been found guilty is c 
criminal device of terrorism and tyranny by 
the White fascist regime whose purpose 
is designed to suppress and crush oil re­
sistance against its obnoxious rule. It is a 
pseudo-legal method of condemning all 
opponents of racism to the dungeons of 
the White South African racists.
"James April's conviction Is a violation of 
International Law and the demand of the 
United Notions Organisation lor the release 
of alt political prisoners in South Africa. 
The arrest ond conviction of April demon­
strates once more the obstinate determina­
tion of Vorster"s regime to flout the weight 
of International Law and opinion. In these 
circumstances it is obviously puerile for 
certain individual African leaders to 
engage in self-deception that o ’dialogue' 
between themselves ond Vorster can hove 
any effect other than to spur his regime in 
its acts of violence and subjugation ogoinst 
the people of South Africa and Africo- 
"The ANC calls upon the world to condemn 
this latest outrage by Vorster's gangsters 
and to demand the release of Jomes April 
and others who have been incarcerated 
while engaged in legitimate acts ol puni­
shing N aii criminals who hove been out- 
lowed by International Law,
"James April's name goes down on the roll 
of honour of all those devoted members 
of the African National Congress who were 
serving the cause of their people with un+ 
flinching courage. The ANC reiterates that, 
however long it moy take, the hour of 
Teckoning for the fascist gangste rs in power 
in our Motherland, is inevitably op- 
pi cach ing  "

Underground in the Police State
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Fighting Talk

WHAf 
NELSON MANDBA

In October 1962 Nelson Mandela 
appeared In court in Pretoria and 
mode a historic statement from the 
dock which bears directly on the pre­
sent situation. African heads of stote 
who wont to engage In dialogue with 
Vorster would do well to read his view 
of attempts to have a dialogue 
wilhin South Africa. We say that no 
one must go over the head of Nel­
son Mandela, If there is to be dia­
logue it must be between South Afri­
cans alone. If African heods of state 
want to be helpful let them call for the 
release of Nelson Mandela and de­
mand that Vorstcr talks to him. Any­
thing else is a betrayal of our cause.

Mandela Said:
"Throughout its fifty years of existence 
the African National Congress has 
done everything possible to bring its 
demands to the attention of succes- 
sive South African Governments.
“ In addition to the efforts made by 
former presidents of the ANC, when 
Mr. Strijdom became Prime Minister 
of this country, my leader, Chief A. J. 
Lutuli, then President of our organisa­
tion, made yet another effort to per­
suade the Government to consider 
and heed our point of view. In his Jet* 
ter to the Prime Minister at the time. 
Chief LutuJi exhaustively reviewed the

country's relations and its dangers, 
and expressed the view that o meet­
ing between the Government and 
African leaders had become neces­
sary and urgent.
"This statesmanlike and correct be­
haviour on the part of the leader of 
the majority of the South African po­
pulation did not find an appropriate 
answer from the leader of the South 
African Government. Chief Lutufi’s 
letter was not even favoured with the 
courtesy of an acknowledgement 
from the Prime Minister's office,

“ This experience was repeated after 
the Pietermaritzburg conference, when 
\, as Secretary of the Action Council, 
elected at that conference, addressed 
a letter to the Prime Minister, Dr. Ver- 
woerd. informing him of the resolution 
which had been taken, and calling on 
him to initiate steps for convening of 
sudi a national convention as we 
suggested* before the date specified 
in the resolution. Once again, the Go­
vernment standards in deoling with 
my people fell below what the civilised 
world expect No reply, no response 
whatsoever, wos received to our letter, 
no indication was even given that it 
hod received any consideration what­
soever. Here we, the African people, 
ond especially we of the National

Action Council, who had been entru* 
sted with the tremendous responsibi­
lity of safeguarding the interests of 
the African people, were faced with 
this conflict between the law ond our 
conscience , . .
"If there was o danger during this 
period that violence would result from 
the situation in the country, then the 
possibility wos of the Government's 
making. THEY SET THE SCENE FOR 
VIOLENCE BY RELYING EXCLUSI­
VELY ON VIOLENCE WITH WHICH 
TO ANSWER OUR PEOPLE AND 
THEIR DEMANDS , . .
“ GOVERNMENT VIOLENCE CAN DO 
ONLY ONE THING AND THAT IS TO 
BREED COUNTER-VIOLENCE. WE 
HAVE WARNED REPEATEDLY THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT, BY RESORTING 
CONTINUALLY TO VIOLENCE, WILL 
BREED. IN THIS COUNTRY. COUN- 
TER-VIOLENCE AMONGST THE 
PEOPLE. TILL ULTIMATELY. THE DIS­
PUTE BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT 
AND MY PEOPLE WÍLL FINISH UP BY 
BEING SETTLED IN VIOLENCE AND 
BY FORCE . . .”
Mandela's words stand. No one has 
the right to turn beck the wheel of 
South African history which is moving 
to the resolution of its conflicts by the 
diologue of guns.

6



Dialogue is Betrayal ♦ Dialogue is Betrayal
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with
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says
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P.M.
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3^ntary-Ontnl,
African N ltonal Cm c t c m . 
r.o, bok in.
Woroforo,
UnUrd Fir pub liú tá n n x a a l* . F a c s im i le

WHY WE 
W ill  NOT
NEGOTIATE
H K l l D H B
E^wkU from a Statement by 
Ihe Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Dar-es-Salaam — February i 1971

The sense of unity in Africa, which stilt 
exists despite oil our much publicised 
disagreements cioes not arise simply 
from the hard economic facts of living 
In the twentieth century world. It 
originates in a common historical ex­
perience of colonialism ond the in­
dignity of racial discrimination. And it 
means that, whatever else we are divid­
ed about, we are virtually unanimous 
♦in our determination to uphold the 
dignity of the African person* mare, 
especially the African in the continent 
of Africo.

Therefore we, as Africons, do not, ond 
cannot, disagree on the need to 
erod*oate racialism and colonialism 
from Africa. While some of us may wish 
to adopt, and others to reject, the cul­
tural, social, political or economic 
patterns of Europe, and while there 
may thus be disagreement on the 
domestic purpose of social and politic­
al activity, there is one fundamental 
purpose that we shore. We are oil re­
solved to work against the racialism 
and colonialism which still oppress 
Africa, and to do this until these evils

have been eradicated from the foce 
oí our continent. This determination we 
have all declored on many occasions, 
and especially by our membership of 
the Organisation of African Unity. On 
this goal and purpose, theretore„ Africa 
is united*

Unfortunately, the strategy for achiev­
ing this goof is now in danger of be­
coming o source of open disunity in 
Africa. This is a new'development For 
until recently Africa appeared (at least 
on the surface) to be united on this 
matter. With the exception of Molawi, 
all African states have colled for the 
isolation of the racialist and colonialist 
regimes, and hove declared their 
support for the freedom fighters of 
South Africa* Nomibia. Rhodesia, An­
gola, Mozambique and Guinea Bissau, 
But now some leaders have calied for 
a new strategy to be adopted, and they 
are proposing a policy of ‘'dialogue" 
with the racialist and colonialist 
governments. They have not suggested 
that there should be any conditions 
attached to this dialogue; simply that 
it should take place between represen­
tatives of free Africa ond represent­
atives of the South African and Portu­
guese administrations. This present 
proposal probably orises from a fee­
ling of dissatisfaction with the rate of 
progress of decolonization during the 
1960's, combined with an ever-increas- 
ing awareness of the cost of wars of 
liberation, in both human and resource 
terms. It is probably not unconnected, 
also, with a fear that the conflicts in 
Southern Africa could drag our con­
tinent into the cold warp which every 
free African nation hcsubeen concerned 
to stand aside from* And in fact the 
dissatisfaction is understandable, the 
fears justified, and the reluctance to 
impose the sufferings and sacrifices of 
war on any further port of our con­
tinent must be shared by every genuine 
African patriot.

SOUTH AFRICA'S 
SUBVERSION

ft is already dear that the regimes of 
Southern Africo are worried by the 
activities of the liberation farces, which 
they realise will become increasingly 
active and effective. South Africo and 
Portugal have therefore odopted 
a quite clear strategy of trying to 
undermine and sabotoge the liberation 
struggle. The strategy involves attack 
on two fronts — military ond diplomatic, 
with emphasis on the latter. Thus South 
Africans, Portuguese ond Rhodesians 
infiltrate agents into the liberation
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movements and into free Africon states. 
These are responsible for violent 
attacks on individuals and groups in 
the liberation movements, and for 
sabotage in those states bordering on 
the South — especially Zambia. It would 
be idle to pretend that these had 
not had some success, notably the 
assassination of Eduardo Mondlane, 
Secondly, they ore willing, when the 
moment seems ripe, to participate in 
attacks on free African States — the 
invasion of Guinea is but the latest 
of this kind of activity. For the South 
Africans and Portuguese hove always 
done their best to exacerbate internal 
disputes within African states, to sup­
port secessionist movements where 
these exist, and to promote civil dis­
order by the judicious supply of arma­
ments and personnel skilled in death 
to dissident groups.

I

Yet overt oats, or indirect participation 
in civil conflicts introduce the possibil­
ity of international dangers for the 
racialist and colonialist regimes. They 
therefore prefer to put great emphasis 
on weakening the liberation move­
ments through diplomatic and sub­
versive activities.

NON -  AGGRESSION PACT IS 
MEANINGLESS

One current aspect of this diplomatic 
campaign is South Africa's "offer" of
o non-agression pact to African states, 
The purpose in this case is the neu­
tralization of the liberation movements. 
She wishes to make them ineffective 
by securing the withdrawal of thot free 
African support without which the lib­
eration movements cannot at this stage 
make progress. There is nothing more 
than thot to this proposed "non* 
aggression poet". For South Afrrco 
knows fully well that she is not in 
danger from free African states; the 
danger to the regimes comes from the 
people of South Africa themselves. All 
that ony free African state does is give 
support to the oppressed peoples; 
none has made, nor could moke, any 
attack upon South Africa. A "non- 
aggression pact" between South Africa 
and the independent states is thus 
meaningless. Our quarrel is not about 
frontiers, but oppression; if South 
Africa ceases her oppression, then her 
peoples will have no need of support 
from free Africa, But in the meantime 
you cannot hove a non-oggresslon 
treaty with aggression, and the whole 
bosis of apartheid is aggression and 
violence against the human spirit. The 
second aspect of this diplomatic offen­

sive against the cause of freedom in 
Africa is the attempt to break out of 
the increasing isolation whidh Southern 
African states are beginning to suffer 
from. For gradually, over a long period, 
many states in the world have ex­
pressed their moral repugnance at 
racialism by refusing to participate in 
normal international relations with 
South Africa, This isolation has not yet 
advanced very far. But already it is 
a cause for onxiety to the South African 
Government, just as it is to the Rho­
desian regime, and it is the cause of 
the new "enlightened" foreign policy 
of the Vorster Government. In order 
to break this pattern of increasing iso­
lation. the South African regime has 
therefore decided to "demonstrate" 
that rt accepts the validity of African 
independence and African self-govern­
ment outside the orders of Southern 
Africa. It therefore hopes to offer in­
vestment capital to free African states, 
to increase trade with them and 
eventually even to exchange diplomats 
with other ports of Africa -  although, 
of course, in the South African capital, 
African diplomats w ll hove somehow 
to accept the humiliation of being 
classified "honorary Europeans" in 
order to avoid the doily humiliation of 
being Africans!

This new policy of the South African 
Government is a direct result of the 
slight success which united African 
pressure has had on the world as 
regards its opposition to apartheid. 
But it has no meaning. For its purpose 
is not to begin the process of change. 
Its purpose is to deflect the pressures 
for change from their true target. Rela­
tions with African states ore not intend­
ed by the South African Government 
to be an instrument for the develop­
ment of the Africon peoples, least of 
oil the peoples in South Afnica. They 
are intended to ensnare the free 
Africon states in the processes and 
institutions by which the coloured 
peoples of South Africa are exploited 
and oppressed.

Unfortunately, this new development 
of South African apartheid policies has 
succeeded in misleading some leaders 
of Africa. It is not suggested that those 
who now advocate a dialogue with the 
South African Government are 
abandoning their opposition to apart­
heid nor thek support for the princi­
ples of human dignity for the Africans 
of this continent. There is no doubt, 
however, that a diplomatic dialogue 
between the states of free Africa and 
the racialist regimes of Southern Africa 
would, in fact, undermine the couse oF 
liberation — as the South Africans 
intend thot it should. It certainly cannot

serve the cause of freedom, For if 
South Africo was genuine in its desire 
to bring the hostility of Africo to an 
end, it would be seeking a dialogue 
between itself and the people of South 
Africo. No outside help is necessary 
for thot. The leaders of the African 
peoples of South Africa are in South 
Africon goals; the South African Gov­
ernment could free those leaders then 
talk with them* It could allow the 
people of South Africa to organise 
themselves into representative institu­
tions; and it could stop the deliberate 
break-up of African families, the dis­
crimination agoinst African ond 
Coloured people in every sphere of life.

It could announce its committment to 
eventual majority rule, malting what­
ever qualifications it wished obout the 
process through which this change 
could take place. Under such condi­
tions as these, It would be realistic and 
sensible for free African states to assist 
where assistance was necessary. But in 
the absence of an internal dialogue 
between the minority government and 
the people of South Africa, rt would be 
a very grave betrayal for free African 
$kates to participate in a dialogue with 
that regime.

Our duty to Africa, and to our own 
future as free men, is to support the 
oppressed of Southern Africa, We 
cannot do this by ignoring them ond 
negotiating with their oppressors* For 
the conflict between South Africa ond 
the free African States is, in foot, in­
cidental to the conflict between that 
regime and its own people. Free Africo 
has taken its stand against South 
African racialism primarily as a sup­
porter of the African peoples. And sup­
porters do not settle affairs of the 
people they are supposed to be sup­
porting; nor do they ignore their allies 
ond talk with the enemy on their own,

For the sake of the peoples of Sou­
thern Africa, and for the reputation* 
standing and dignity of free Africa, it 
is essential that all African States 
should reject the South African offer 
of a dialogue until the South Africon 
Government hos stated clearly, and 
without equivocation, that its purpose 
is to abandon the principles of apart­
heid, ond work towards the im­
plementation of human equality and 
human dignity. Until that time our task 
must be to increase our support of the 
liberation movements, and to do it in 
unily,
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South Africa's bid for a dialogue with African Hoads of State rs extremely 
dangerous. It is a part of a carefully coordinated strategy to gain econo* 
mic openings! undermine African unity, and cut off support for the libera-' 
lion movements. This article shows that African states involvement with 
South Africa wilt lead to dependency and underdevelopment with the only 
beneficiaries the already rich white racist minority in the South. African 
patriots and opponents of apartheid must resist all proposals for 'dialogue4 
and expose imperialist collaboration with South Africa in this move to open 
up Africa to a new outgoingLco1onial power.

T H E  B O T T L E  

F O R I H E

I N D O L E  C R O I i n D

fay Ben Turok

Africa's already fragile political cohe­
sion is in danger of further subver­
sion, this time from the South, a pro­
spect whirfi would have been unthink­
able even a few years ago. Operating 
with the close diplomatic and politi­
cal support of French and British im­
perialism, white South Africa, the po* 
lecot of the world, is taking the initia­
tive to break down African unity and 
destroy the most cherished principles 
on which Africa sought to establish 
itself on the world 'stage.
The stokes are high — no less than the 
control of Africa, and as so often hop* 
pens In political struggle of global 
importance there is a tremendous 
onslaught on the middle ground. In 
the present battle the middle ground 
consists of the lond-lodced African 
states in Southern Africa plus those 
African states which least identify with 
onti-imperialist policies for Africo, It is 
in these soft spots that alUtime com­
promisers and negotiators rule the 
roost, o danger not only to their own 
peoples but to the continent as a 
whole.
These ore the terms in whïdi the dfo-

logue proposals must be seen since 
dialogue is not just a matter relating 
to the internal arrangements of South 
Africa, nor is it simply o question of 
whether or not African leaders should 
hold talks with Vorster. Dialogue is an 
all-African issue, a breach in the prin­
ciple that no concessions can be 
made to white racism. It is a retreat 
from Africa's promise that it will never 
alJow colonial relations to return to 
liberated territory,
What Is it that is eating into the fa­
bric of Africa's former intransigence 
on the South African issue making it 
vulnerable to the blandishments of 
Vorster? Dr. Busia says it is a genuine 
desire to ease the lot of Africans 
under apartheid. Mr Houphouet- 
Boigny is convinced that contact with 
the whites af South Africo could help 
to bring "o progressive solution” of 
apartheid. But is this the real motive? 
Is this sufficient reason for these Go­
vernments to overrule the views of the 
ANC which opposes in the strongest 
possible terms any contact with the 
hangmen of Pretoria? Are the Busio’s 
and Houphouet-Baigny's really con­

cerned about the people of South 
Africa or is it their own short term 
gains that are uppermost in this vio­
lation of long accepted positions?
Accustomed to compromise and poli­
tical horse trading in their own dec- 
lings with imperialism these gentle- 
men of the middle field know nothing 
of the rigours of struggle nor of the 
stubborn defence of fundamental po­
litical principles. They are the Kolzer 
Matanzimas of Africa, the latter day 
cop in hand pleaders for some com­
fort from the hardnecked oppressors 
af Africans. Give us, they soy to Vor­
ster* some token of your regard, any­
thing, a declaration thot you will be 
less unkind to your slaves, ond we 
will be so appreciative that we will 
accord you full sympathy for your po­
sition* Perhaps "the colour problem"' 
in South Africa, as it was once called 
by well meaning liberals* will also be 
looked at as a mere difficulty in hu­
man relations which can be ironed out 
with a little give and take. We don’t 
know if that is M. Houphouet-Boigny's 
perspective, but his statements cer­
tainly lead in that direction.
And so whiie the concifiators fay down 
their coats in the mud for Vorster's 
agents to step Into Black Africa, the 
new coloniiers ore preparing their 
assault. They are after all the natural 
Successors of those Boer transpor­
t e r s  who a century ago penetrated 
Rhodesia os traders, gained a foot­
hold in the lond, and constituted 
themselves into a hard core of reac­
tion which later nursed Smith and 
brought about U.D.L As a result of 
this process, Rhodesia is now safely 
in the South African orbit.
Penetrate and subdue. The technique 
is as old as civilization itself.

SU FFO CATIO N  IN THE LAAGER

The extraordinary thing about the dia­
logue proposals is that they come ot 
the very time when the internal social 
and economic contradictions which 
spring from the rigid apartheid bar­
riers are pressing very hard on the sy­
stem, Spontaneous protests ore be­
coming increasingly common. Half 
baked Bantustan solutions are blow­
ing up in Vorster's face. The difficul­
ties of perpetuating a white elite so­
ciety in an expanding economy are 
real enough. The Inadequacy of white 
personnel for security and police work 
is frequently brought upu The numeri­
cal disadvantage of the white mino­
rity is o constant source of anxiety 
when the upholders of aportheid look 
into the future, even the near future. 
Big as these problems loom they rein­
force the major present prepccupotion
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with the tightness of the noose that 
has been fastened around South 
Africa's neck by world hostility, It was 
a Jittle over a decade ago that Ver- 
woerd, breathing selfrighteous indig­
nation. toolc South Africa out of the 
Commonwealth into the Eaoger. But a 
nation cannot live on self-righteous- 
ness, it also has to trade, hove politi­
cal allies and even play sport, and the 
loager proved too restrictive a place 
for all that
The first efforts to break out were 
made in the natural environment for 
racism, in Britain, the US and Western 
Europe, the base of colonial attitudes. 
Vastly expensive publicity campaigns 
were launched in the United States 
and Western Europe to gain friends. 
There was indeed some response and 
capital began to flaw again, some 
immigrants arrived! but the old con­
fidence could not somehow be resto­
red. Vorster realised that in the Jong 
run his credibility in the West depen­
ded in o large measure on his re* 
gime's security of tenure in Africa, 
Given the permanent atmosphere of 
crisis inside the country Itself, given 
the continuing threat of guerilla in­
surgency and the hostility of Tanzania 
and Zambia, Vorster had to persuade 
his allies in the western world that he 
could reverse the currents against him. 
Hence the 'outgoing policy* which is 
another name for picking off indivi­
dual African states and detaching 
them from the comittments of the 
O.A.U. We have seen the fruits of this 
policy in Malawi's white anting at the 
O.A.U, and more particularly at the 
Singapore conference where she sup­
ported the sole of orms to South 
Africa and poured oceons of scorn on 
the principled statements of Britain’s 
opponents.
But Banda has lost ol( credibility in 
Africa and more new respectable apo­
logists for South Africa had to be 
round ond from somewhere Mr Hou- 
phouet-Boigny presented his creden­
tials. The Observer tells us that the 
intermediary wos M. Jacques Foccort, 
the Secretary-Generaf for Africon 
Affairs tor the French President who 
has been conducting negotiations bet­
ween Pretoria, Paris and Abidjan. It is 
Foccart who has been consulting with 
South Africa since 19Ó7 and who pro- 
vided the openings for South Africa’s 
advance into Malagasy and now into 
French-speaking West Africa. He has 
also been active in East and Central 
Afrlco urging that ’’peaceful change" 
in South Africa would result from 
cooperation with her.
Since Dr Busia is on intimate friend 
of M Houphouet-Boigny, his recruit­
ment to the dialogue team was simple, 
”hus for the group is still small.

though it is difficult to know just how 
deep the rot has gone. ‘Die Beeld' 
has listed some twelve African states 
who ore candidates for the dialogue 
club though we cannot be sure 
whether their information is correct. 
Their list includes Ivory Coast, Gabon, 
Ghana, Lesotho, Swaziland, Botswana, 
Upper Volta* Niger, Da homey* Togo, 
Mauritius and Malogasy.
If these states are indeed ready to talk 
to Vorster this is o serious leapfrog 
over the stubborn resistance of Tanza­
nia and Zambia. Furthermore, If these 
states should press the matter in the 
O A U . then Zambia's and Tonzonia's 
important role in aiding the liberation 
war in the South may become more 
difficult.

That the situation is extremely deli' 
cate and that there is much hesitation 
in the middle ground may be seen

PORTUGAL MAY 
RETALIATE
LOURENCO MARQUES. -  Portu- 
gal’s war in Mozambique against 
terrorism, after seven years, may 
become an agressive, attacking 
campaign for the first time. 
Terrorists in training bases run by 
Chinese communists across the 
Rovuma River into Tanzania wilt 
almost certainly be the target.

'RDM , 10. 5. 71

SA DEFENCE FORCE 
CHIEF WORRIED
CAPE TOWN, -  Communist inspi­
red terrorist groups bent on the 
overthrow of South Africa had 
posed an uncertain future for an 
isolated country, General R* C 
Hiemstra, Commandant-Generol 
of the South African Defence 
Force.soid in PaorL 
"With an eye on the base facili* 
ties that the Russians have al­
ready secured in Africa, the Red 
Chinese in Dor es Salaam ond 
the logistical power of the Tan' 
zam railway, as well as the oil 
pipeline to Lusaka and roods sy­
stem, with these in mind we 
cannot ignore the ease with which 
a terrorist threat could pose itself 
to us overnight" he said.

'RDM*. 7. 5, 71

from the fact that the only countries 
to officially react ogalnst the Ivory 
Coast's proposals were Tanzania, 
Zambia, Nigeria, the Congolese 
People's Republic {Brazzaville) and the 
Cameroun. What, we wont to know, 
ore the others thinking?

THE SHAME OF THE CARPIO 
MISSION

It is just over ten years ago that a 
U, N. mission headed by a muddle- 
headed Mr. Carpio came to South 
Africa. He was feted (some say thot 
the whole visit wos just that) and he 
became convinced that white South 
Africans were a reosonoble lot. Soon 
after thot the most violent repression 
swept the country and Interrogation 
under torture became commonplace. 
This shameful incident is recalled now 
since the supporters of dialogue are 
once again trotting out the iniaty that 
contact with Blodts will mitigate white 
South Africa's race hatred. Whot non­
sense. It was Carpio who chonged. 
not Verwoerd, and the victims from 
the encounter were not the racists, 
but the anti-oportheid lobbyists who 
seemed ofter all to be complaining to 
the U.N. without cause. But Carpio 
wos discredited and if African heads 
of State play the Carpio game the 
same fate will surely befall them* the 
total ignominious condemnation by 
the whole world.

Yet, there are still some Africans who 
genuinely wonder whether white 
South Africa's orrogance ond race ob- 
sessions cannot be influenced by con­
tact, and these doubts must be answe­
red. That their hopes are unfounded 
con be shown without difficulty. First, 
the system of apartheid is not a mani­
festation of race prejudice alone. The 
system goes much deeper into the hi­
storical foundations of the social and 
political structure which ensures o 
high living standard for whites through 
the intensive exploitation of cheap 
black labour (see Sechaba December 
1970 for Johnstone's analysis on this 
aspect) No amount of Carpio—type 
contacts either abroad or in Govern­
ment Buildings, Pretoria, is going to 
alter one whit this tightly structured 
system. If it is change within South 
Africa that is sought, and this is what 
the Houphouet-Boigny's claim, we 
who know the devil better than they* 
can state unhesitatingly that they will 
make no dent ot oil. Economic ond 
political power is highly concentrated 
in South Africa, more so thon in most 
other states making the system extre- 
mely inflexible. What o long historical 
process has built up is not going to be
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altered by dip tom otic influence. Pro* 
gress for Blades in South Africa is in­
consistent with the maintenance of 
whrte privilege and since this is the 
function of apartheid as ideology and 
as practice, change by persuasion 
alone Is impossible. It must also be 
pointed out that we already hove o 
Block puppet in South Africa who has 
Tong enaged in polite encounters with 
the government bosses. Kaizer Matan- 
zima has drunk tea with Vorster and 
been entertained in the parlour of the 
Mayor of Cope Town. He was once 
driven by a white chauffeur in a go­
vernment car (it led to an outcry) ond 
he has shaken hands with quite a few 
top officials and Ministers. And yet the 
iron heel of apartheid continues to 
grind the Black people into the hard 
pavements of this white man's para­
dise.

REPRESSION ESCALATES

South Africa's lack of sensitivity to the 
requirements of diplomacy may be 
seen from the fact that during the 
very period when the 'outgoing policy" 
was being launched, internal repres­
sion increased. Detention without trial 
has been used savagely in the last 
few years while the Terrorism Act of 
1967 (suitably named far its methods) 
has closed the remaining legal loop­
holes such as habeas corpus and the 
right to legal consultation* Jn 1969 the 
Bureau of State Security was set up to 
clamp down even more on opposition 
both inside and outside South Africa. 
(The some states which are catling for 
dialogue would do well to keep an 
eye out for this international spying 
organisation in their own countries). 
Legislation far the separation of races 
at the most petty levels has increased 
greatly in the last few years extending 
to beaches, buses ond oEI public faci­
lities.
A million people have been rendered 
homeless under the Group Areas Act 
and the Bantu Urban Areas Act, 
Settlement camps hove sprung up in 
the most remote rural regions to house 
the families of migrant African labour 
who must continue to sweat in the 
white man's factories to feed their 
starving families.
A recent report from a Professor at 
Stellenbosch University disclosed that 
there ore now over a million African 
unemployed* It is estimated that the 
current income per head in the re­
serves is £13 o year ond that it is still 
falling. Even in the industrial centres 
like Johannesburg well aver 80 per 
cent1 of Africans live in extreme po­
verty. Only 5 per cent of oil Govern­
ment expenditure is for services for

Africans, the majority in the country. 
The list of gross discrimination and 
total neglect is endless. But perhaps 
enough has been said to prove that 
the Government has done nothing to 
improve conditions at home as a quid 
pro quo for consultations - abroad. 
South Africa's image outside is deser­
vedly ugly, and there are absolutely 
no grounds for believing that any­
thing will be done at home to improve 
it

FEEDING OFF APARTHEID 
EXPLOITATION

Recently South Africa has mode a 
great ploy at sweét reasonableness 
at the international level Vorster is 
prepared to discuss 'separate deve­
lopment* with African heads of state 
but most of the 'outgoing' propa­
ganda ha  ̂ concentrated not on inter­
nal policies but on the benefits it will 
bring to Block Africa, In 1967 the South 
African Parliament passed a motion 
that "It approves the course token by 
the government towards friendly CO’ 
existence ond fruitful cooperation with 
the countries of Africa, with special 
stress on the fact that the Republic 
can moke a big contribution to the 
economic and technical development 
of Africo and help to raise the stan­
dard of living of Africans". (This at o 
time when African incomes were fall’ 
ing in South Africa. See London Times 
26/4/71}
The Minister for Foreign Affairs said 
on June 26 1960 'Inasmuch as we our­
selves hove experienced the long and 
difficult process of growth and have 
ourselves known colonialism, we fully 
understand the struggle and goals of 
Africon states in the field of econo­

mics, We understand their national 
aspirations.
This evokes our deep concern".
These enticements were offered to an 
Africo sorely in need of economic 
help. Perhaps there are to be found in 
the Ministries of Economic Develop­
ment in some African states, same Mi- 
nisters who see some salvation in the 
promises from South Africa. If so* it 
would be both morally wrong ond 
shortsighted for them to succumb to 
this temptation.
Morally wrong because the main fea­
ture of the South African economic 
scene in recent yeors has been the in­
tensification of the exploitation of Afri­
can labour. The Africon working class 
hos been harassed as never before by 
the pass Jaws, by action against unio­
nisation and by greater harshness In 
the administration of the migratory sy* 
Stem. Border industries employ workers 
at cut rates, and Africans are debar­
red from higher wages even where 
they are employed on jobs involving 
skills. South Africo is therefore a glo­
rious slave market for the unscrupu­
lous investor.
Africon states which get involved in 
trade or other business connections 
with South Africa will be the benefi­
ciaries of this system and morally com­
promised in it. Far from inducing 
change in South Africa, they will be­
come partners in sweated apartheid 
labour.
Furthermore they aught to look well 
into the future to see where collabo­
ration with Vorster's salesmen wifi 
leod. The urgency that infects her 
sales talk ought to be enough to make 
African states wory* The fact is that 
the recent expansion in productive 
capocity has generated o surplus of 
consumer goods in South Africa which

1l
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is badly in need of new markets. This 
is the main economic drive behind the 
proposals for a Common Market for 
Southern Africa and which Is given 
extra momentum by the prospect of 
Britain joining the European Common 
Market,
In our June issue, Sean Gervassi 
showed how the creation of such o 
common morket in Southern Africa 
wos bound to lead to the further im­
poverishment and permanent under­
development of the rest of the region. 
He argued with complete persuasive­
ness that the relationships between de­
veloped countries and under develo­
ped countries follow a cleor pattern 
and that in the case of Southern 
Africa growth can only be expected 
where it is centred now, in white South 
Africa.

THE N EO -CO LO N IAL THRUST 
FROM THE SOUTH

But whot of the rest of Africa? Can an 
economic case be made for African 
states benefitting from trade exchan­
ges and capita! flow from South 
Africa ?
The onswer has been given In an ex­
haustive analysis AFRICA AND SOUTH 
AFRICA by Robert Molteno (The Africa 
Bureau). Molteno shows that none of 
South Africa's present neighbours 
have benefited from economic rela­
tions with her. Only extractive indus- 

■ tries have been developed and the 
sought for manufacturing industries 
are as for off as ever Molteno iays 
"South Africo is determined not to set 
up industries in neighbouring states 
which might compete with her own. 
The result is that most private capital 
has gone into mineral extraction — 
Zambian copper; Swaziland iron ore; 
Rhodesian coal, gold, chrome, Ango­
lan gold, diamonds and iron ore; ond* 
in the near future Botswana diamonds, 
copper and nickel". And he adds; "An 
astonishing example of 'industrialisa­
tion' by South African capital is the 
recently announced fertilizer plant in 
Malawi. The firm, Optichem, has ob- 
tained a five-year monopoly on all 
fertiliser imports (from its South Afri­
can holding company), The only pro­
cesses to be performed in Malawi are 
bagging and blending."
Molteno also states that South Afri­
can investment Is usually tied to the 
use of South African goods as in the 
Nacala roil link to Malawi which had 
to be built by Roberts Construction of 
South Africa with S,A. steel rails. Sjnce 
the export of manufactures lies at the 
heart of the 'outgoing' programme it 
is certain that any loans or aid will 
require the purchase of South African

made products and probably the use 
of South African technicians as well. 
This aspect is particularly ominous. 
While South Africa's travelling sales­
men in Africa (often using British pas­
sports) manage to adapt themselves' 
to the kind of inter-racial contacts they 
meet up with on their travels, this 
cannot be said to happen where large 
numbers of white South Africans have 
been congregated outside her bor­
ders. The white farmers of Botswana 
have in former days at least, been a 
persistent nuisance. The white miners 
in Zambia refused to knuckle down to 
normal human relotions with Africans 
and the same is true of Rhodesia, 
Mozambique and Angola. Racialist 
patterns of behoviour follow them 
wherever they feel the support of num­
bers. Can it be that the extended con­
tacts with African states which may 
include the setting up of mining towns 
or factories can possibly avoid the im­
portation of white management and 
skilled workers with their insistence 
on 'special' treatment? Is Ivory Coast 
prepared to face a new colony of 
white South Africans insisting on se­
parate facilities? Did the peo'ple of 
Ghana throw out the British admini­
stration with their special clubs In 
order to reploce them wfth South 
African racists?
Molteno points out that South Aíf Íco 
is o high cost economy partly because 
of the high levels of skilled wages (for 
whites), portly because of protectio­
nism against imports, and portly be­
cause of the small internal market 
which means a loss of scale in pro­
duction, Trade with most of Africa 
would therefore not mean goods sub­

stantially cheaper than those from 
Europe. Conversely, Sorth Africa being 
a.lmost entirely self-sufficient in most 
raw materials it cannot be expected 
that Africa can hope to benefit sub­
stantially there. All the indications ore

therefore that the net effect of eco­
nomic relations with South Africa 
would see the export of mainly manu­
factured goods, many of them expen­
sive durables for the comfort of Afri­
ca's elite only.

None of this is In the long term inter* 
ests of Africa. Africa's importation of 
consumer goods will lead to increas­
ing dependence on South African 
suppliers, while credits will mortgage 
the African states to the most detested 
racist regime in the world.

There should be no mistake about this. 
South Africa is not exporting prosper 
rity. And since Africa's main need to­
day is to slough off the underdevelop­
ment and poverty which is the heri­
tage of colonialism, nothing can be 
gained by supplanting a metropolitan 
power in Europe by on even more ra­
pacious market-hungry colonizer from 
the same continent. M Houphet-Baig- 
ny's pious hope that "the whites in 
South Africa had an important part to 
play in the development of the Afri­
can continent" is rot. How mudi has 
France developed his own Ivory Coast?

What he can expect was given away 
by the Johannesburg Star on May 27, 
1967, "Given enough capital invest­
ments, technical assistance and trade 
pacts, the South African government 
will be in o position to affect African 
policies as effectively as the Frendi 
hove done in French West Africa".

SALES TALK BACKED BY GU N S

Wherever Vorster has managed to in­
sinuate^ his henchmen abroad the spe­
cial branch follow on. They are present 
in all the neighbouring states and 
move about with serene ease in Ma­
lawi. In Rhodesia, Mozambique and 
Angola, troops and aircraft are pre­
sent in abundance,' while Malawi is 
offering hospitality at the new air­
field at Lilongwe. It is obvious that 
because of her geographic advantage 
it Is even easier for South Africa to 
combine 'normal' business relations 
with a military presence than Europe's 
imperialist powers. It may therefore 
not be long before South African pa­
ratroops are used to restore a Banda 
or a Jonathan to power in the French 
manner. They may also soon be seen 
'supporting' an invasion by 'liberators' 
on the Guinea model. This is not idle 
speculation. South African forces have 
already crossed Zambia's border many 
times, and there was a great deal of 
comment in the British press that Vor- 
ster released the information about 
contact with President Kaundo in 
order to encourage o coup in Zombio.

12
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We hove certainly not heord the end 
of Vorster's shotgun diplomacy.
The ’outgoing' offensive is made even 
more ominous by the rapid advance 
in South Africa's own arms industry. 
While o decade ago there was acute 
anxiety over qn insufficiency of even 
small arms far internal security. South 
Africo has now developed a surplus. 
Recently the Commandont-Generol of 
the South African Defence Force. Ge­
neral R. C h Hiemstra made the follow­
ing claims: South Africa had received
o foreign arms order to the value of 
R1 million and another for R7 wos 
being negotiated. South Africo is able 
to manufacture any type of armoured 
cor Mobile equipment such as stoves* 
field Icitchens. laundries and showers 
were all being manufactured locally. 
H,5o far as arms are concerned our 
factories are capable of producing all 
smail-calibre arms, mortars and gun 
barrels/' he said.
So Vorster's political offensive must be 
seen as tbe visible tip of a large scole 
strotegy. involving political softening 
up, economic penetration and military 
buiJd up.

Where imperialism stands in all this 
cannot be in doubt. In o paper deli- 
vered to the Institute of Strategic Stu­
dies, in 19ÚS o U.S. Colonel. Donald 
Humphries said. "With the military* 
economic and political odds facing 
them it should be evident to the East 
African liberation groups that it is in 
the best-long-range interest of all Afri­
cans to continue to pursue their goals 
through negotiation rather than vio­
lent means . . * The dnollenge to the 
Western powers is evident. There is a 
responsibility to encourage modera­
tion rather thon violence, to help those 
of a liberal view to molce progress 
and to stem, not abet, insurgency. Al­
though economic and strategic inter­
ests are important, the denial of the 
region to Communist powers is essen­
tial, Perhops even more important 
than these considerations is the moral 
responsibility of Western countries to

help the notions of Africo find o 
peaceful African solution to the colo­
nial and racial problems" These senti- 
ments have been repeated frequently 
ever since with the Editor of News­
week the lotest exponent So the sta­
ted objective is peace in Africa, involv­
ing naturally the frustration of the 
ormed struggle for liberation. And 
how is this progress to peoce encou­
raged? By the sale of helicopters to

US WELCOME
WASHINGTON. -  American Go- 
vernment officials regard Mr. Vor­
ster's new readiness to discuss 
apartheid with leaders of Black 
Africa as a potential significant 
change in South African policy. 
They believe that-this new post* 
tion wifi fit in with President Ni~ 
xon's low keyed bid to encourage 
dialogue ond contact between 
the Republic and the Black states 
as an alternative to confrontation.

RDM', 2, 4, 71

South Africa under the cover of the 
Simonstown Agreement and by the 
welcome given to South Africa's recent 
arms mission in Britain and on the 
continent. Talking peace, imperialism 
sells arms. Urging dialogue with Vor- 
ster, imperialism undermines African 
unity for a principled struggle against 
white racism. Building economic brid­
ges between Blade and White ruled 
Africa, imperialism intensifies its hold 
on the continent through multi-natio- 
nal business corporations. And in 
these corporations the financial re­
sources accumulated by means of the 
structure of white power in South 
Africa plays on important part.

LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 
IN THE VANGUARD

As many of the gains made by 
Africa in the early 60’s are eaten away 
by neo-colonialism and by a loss of 
direction on the part of many African 
leaders, one area of solid achievement 
and resolute pursuance of political 
principle remains and that is where 
the armed struggle is being carried 
forword against colonialism. Here 
there is little room for’ the undermin­
ing work of imperialism and in this 
region of total war there is no scope 
for treating with the enemies of Africa. 
Liberty or Death is the watchword, 
and anyone who breaks the solidarity 
of the bottlefield is soon discovered 
and cast out from ihe revolution. In 
the battle against Portuguese colonia­
lism ond Nata, our brothers in FRE- 
LIMO. PA1GC and MPLA, ore showing 
Africa the way'forward in the most 
principled manner. ZAPU and SWAPO 
are engaging the enemy. Encouraged 
by the support of Presidents Nyerere 
and Kaunda and other African lea­
ders. they are holding high the ban­
ner of African dignity and will to fight. 
Far too little tribute is being given by 
the world press to the men in the 
jungles who are making the kind of 
gains that cannot be bartered away by 
a paloce coup or a diplomatic arran­
gement with a foreign power. Their 
dialogue with colonialism in Africa is 
conducted through the barrel of o 
gun.

For South African freedom fighters it 
is necessary to recognize that the 
euphoria of the sixties is over, and 
that much of the promised aid from 
Africa is not on the woy. While Africo 
was previously consistent in its oppo­
sition to the racist regime o shift has 
now begun whidi con be extremely 
dangerous. Vorster is trying hard to 
break out of his laager and under* 
mine the foundations of our externol 
support in Africa. He MUST be stop­
ped. To a large extent we are depen­
dent on our friends in Africa to see to 
this- But we ourselves have much to 
do. There is evidence of o thaw inside 
South Africa. The police have been 
attacked by crowds in o number of 
rfots. Many African, Coloured and In­
dian leaders in various fields are 
adopting increasingly militant postu­
res and condemning apartheid prac­
tices in strong terms. The struggle 
must now be pressed forward with 
e*er greater urgency so that our move­
ment once again holds Vorster by the 
throat. A real dialogue of force 
against force is the only way out for 
South Africa and only we can do it. 
The time for talk is not now.
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BY ABDUL MINTY -  
Secretary of 

Anti~Apartheid Movement (Britain)

k  there an Apartheid Atomic Bomb? This is a question over 
which there has been considerable speculation over the 
past decade and more. From time to time the press has re­
ported visits to South Africa by heads of western nuclear 
research establishments and it is public knowledge that 
South African scientists are sent to the West to undergo 
training In nuclear physics. Throughout this period when­
ever Government Ministers ond officials of the South 
African Atomic Energy Board have been questioned on 
whether it Is their intention to moke nuclear weapons, the 
answer has always been a firm NO. But that situotlon has 
now changed. In April this year the Chairman of the Ato­
mic Energy Board, Dr. A. I. A. Roux, disclosed in a radio in­
terview that South Africo was in a position to make nuclear 
weapons.
Since South Africa is a major uranium producing country 
it is particularly well placed to carry out nuclear research 
and development. In July 1970, ot the height of the arms 
to South Africa controversy in Britain,, Prime Minister Vor- 
ster announced that they had perfected a unique system 
of enriching uranium.

URANIUM AND SOUTH AFRICA
South Africa is the world's third largest producer of ura­
nium products exceeded only by the United States ond 
Canada. It first began developing the production of ura­
nium in 1952 following earlier scientific surveys carried out 
with the help of the United States and Britain. At that time 
bilateral arrangements were made with these countries to

supply them with uranium oxide, presumably in return for 
technical know-how in nuclear research.
During the mid-1960s the international demand for ura­
nium was much lower than expected largely due to a fall­
back in constructing nuclear power stations. Thus, in 1965 
South Africa produced only 2,900 short tons of uranium os 
compared with 0,400 tons in 1959, The figure for 1969 was 
relatively high at 3.97B tons, reflecting a steady rise in 
demand towards the end of the decade.
As a result of reduced demand in the 1960s overseas ato­
mic energy authorities negotiated stretch our agreements 
to postpone deliveries of uranium oxide untit the early 
1970s, South Africa has therefore been stockpiling large 
quantities of uranium during the past ten yeors*
An interesting aspect of South Africa's uranium production 
is that whilst at the beginning it was a by-product of the 
gold industry it Is now o major source of revenue for some 
of the mines. Indeed, for one mine it Is gold that is now o 
by-product of uranium mining. What is true for some of 
these mines is also true for the Government; uranium sales 
are providing valuable overseas earnings. Thus it is both 
gold and uranium that are strategic importance as currency 
earners.

NUCLEAR RESEARCH
Uranium is the major item of o wide range of materials 
mined in South Africa ond of actuol or potential use in the 
production of nuclear energy. The main olm of the otomic 
energy programme is to develop the nuclear moterials to 
the point where they can be marketed profitably in western 
countries.
Most of the research so far has been corried out at the 
National Nuclear Research Centre at Pelindaba in the 
Transvaal which by 1968 had already cost É51 j million. In 
April 1965 the Atomic Energy Board announced that its 
nuclear reactor at Pelindaho had 'gone critical', A nine- 
man party of prominent nuclear scientists attended the 
formal inauguration of the reactor in August 1965. Among 
those present were the Chairman of the UK Atomic Energy 
Authority, Sir Williom Penney who claimed that "Pelindaba 
could certainly not produce o weapon, it is too low a power 
reactor."
On the same occosion Prime Minister Verwoerd said; "It 
is the duty of South Africa not only to consider the military 
uses Of the material but also to do alt in its power to direct 
its uses to peaceful purposes/' In fact the reactor at Pelin­
daba should by now hove produced sufficient plutonium to 
manufacture a dozen otomic bombs -  they could be of 
the 'dirty type- similar to the ones dropped on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki.
In July 1970, the announcement by Prime Minister. Vorster 
of the perfection of a new system of enriching uranium, 
signals o new stage of nuclear research and development. 
South Africa now claims to be able to separote uranium 
isotopes by a special melhod ond has announced large- 
scale production of enriched uronium. The Government is 
to invest almost ®30 million in new plant which should 
make it feasible to produce o large quantity of uranium 
bombs,

COLLABORATION WITH THE WEST
The eorlier reticence and sensitivity of Government authori­
ties 10 suggestions that South Africa may be developing its
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own nuclear weapons has given way to more confident 
predictions about South Africa's nuclear potential In a 
radio interview in April 1971, Dr. A. J. A. Roux. Chairman 
of the Atomic Energy Board, said thot with its new uranium 
enrichment process. South Africa is theoretically in a posí’ 
tian to moke its own nuclear weapons, although he went 
on to say that it would be impractical ond almost impos­
sible far South Africa to make nuclear weapons from pin- 
tonium because much of the material and equipment 
needed to make use of plutonium for military purposes 
would have to be imported from abrood, and such on in­
stallation would be subject to international inspection,
This is the first official indication of South Africans nuclear 
weapon capability.
Over the years leading western nuclear scientists and 
Atomic Energy authorities have maintained regular contact 
with South Africa* In January 1967, Dr, A, J. A, Roux dis­
closed thot South Africa was stocking up atomic experts 
ond carrying out an extensive study of a new concept in 
nuclear power generation. He spoke glowingly of the pro­
gress made to date and added: "While all this research is 
being done here, we are working in close collaboration 
with Britain» Fronce and the United States in a general 
sense." There is also intimate cooperation between Por­
tugal and South Africa in the nuclear field.
While the links with the above countries ore relatively open 
it is nptlcnown how much cooperation exists between West 
Germany ond South Africa. Certainly, nuclear experts 
from Germany hove visited South Africa ond scientists 
from the Republic go to Germany for further troining, Spe- 
cial sensitivity over this subject is probably portly explained 
by the existence of the Paris Agreement of 1954 whldi for­
bids Germany from making nuclear weapons ’ ôn its own 
territory". There has, as a result, been widespread specu­
lation about whether South Africa and Germany are jointly 
involved in developing nuclear weapons in South Africa.
in March 1971 it was announced that Dr. Sverre Kongel- 
beck, one of America's chief nuclear missile scientist was vi­
siting South Africa in order to secure o post following his 
retirement next year as chief engineer at the US Navy's 
main missile laboratory, News items such as these symbo­
lise the close links that exist between South Africa and the 
West in the field of nuclear research.
In view of the extensive cooperation between South Africa 
and the major western countries In the field of nuclear 
research it is not particularly surprising to leorn that South 
Afn'ca may soon develop its awn high power uranium 
bomb — thot is of course if it does not have a nuclear 
bomb already.

if the apartheid state is armed with a nuclear bomb as well 
it is bound to increase in confidence and defiantly main­
tain its aggressive posture towards independant Africa. 
With its dominant military power it has already claimed on 
ambitious military rote in Africa and the Southern Hemi­
sphere. Over the years the West has granted increasing 
recognition to South Africa's strategy and Britain is a com­
mitted military ally. The implications of this growing de­
pendence by the West on South Africa's military capabi­
lity are serious for the peace and security of Africo and 
the world* But even more dangerous is the real prospect of 
an Apartheid Bomb in the hands of fanatical and despe­
rate regime which has refused to sign the Test Bon Treaty 
and will not shrink from starting a holocaust.

BAC Plans for 
Air Defence 
of South Africa
Defence Correspondent of the Times

"The British Aircraft Corporation is working on an 
air defence plan far South Africa which could in­
volve the company in a very large deal and the 
British Government in a long dispute, A study has 
been made of South African air defence require­
ments by a consortium headed by B A C .. under 
a general mandate which successive governments 
have granted to the company to search for suit­
able export markets far weapons systems to offset 
the cost of developing them far British forces. 
Plessey and Marconi are olso understood to be in­
volved in the consortium on the radar and electro­
nics front. The study should be completed later 
this year,

'’South Africa requires, t understand* a low-alti- 
tude system, which points to B.A.C/s Rapier missile 
rather than to Thunderbird, the other B A C . sur­
face-to-air weapon. Thunderbird is designed pri­
marily for medium to high level interception.

"Rapier, which is highly mobile^and can be ope­
rated by one man once it is deployed* has fast 
reaction and can bring down supersonic aircraft 
at treetop height. It would complement, presu­
mably, the Cactus missile system — another name 
far the French Crotale — which the South Africans 
are already getting,,

'*The fact that o study is being made does not ne­
cessarily mean that it will be put Into effect. Much 
as B A C . would like to sell on air defence system 
to South Africa, the decision rests with the British 
Government, who will have to take account of the 
political and moral considerations*

"An air-defence system of this kind would clearly 
hove a purely external defence role and could not 
easily be envisaged as an anti-insurgent weapon. 
But the air of respectability that it would confer 
upon Mr. Vorster's Government would provoke spi­
rited objections from Africa and Asia. The study 
has the code name Project 102 and has already 
been going on for some time. How much such a 
system could be worth to B A C . is not yet known; 
but it would probably cost more than £50m,

"Whitehall officials deny that South Africa has 
already been told thot export licences would be 
granted for the system If the South Africans wanted
it/*
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Conforming to the decisions of UNO, 
ond in solidarity with appeals from re­
sponsible Africon leaders, the anti- 
apartheid committees strive to Inform 
public opinion in their respective 
countries of the grove situation crea­
ted by the support — and particularly 
military support -  accorded to the ra­
cialist regime of South Africa.

The French Anti-Apartheid Committee
points to the responsibility of the 
French Government Jn  helping to 
enlarge South Africa's repressive and 
aggressive potential by its sale of 
ormaments to Pretoria; os President 
Kaundo stressed at his press confe- 
rence in Paris, 21 October 1970p these 
deliveries of orms give moraJ support 
to Vorster's regime; at the same time 
they tarnish France's image in the 
eyes of Blade African states.
The Frendi committee offers all per­
sons concerned with this pressing 
issue complete documentation regard­
ing all aspects of tHe apartheid sy­
stem, its evolution and its wide impli­
cations.
An analysis of France's armaments 
soles to South Africa Is given here* A 
more comprehensive brochure on 
South Africon strategy as a whole Is 
now in preparation,
Franco-South African military collabo­
ration has always had a counter-revo­
lutionary aspects. At the time of the 
Algerian war* South African officers 
were at the side of their Frendi col­
leagues to learn, on the spot, onti* 
guerrilla methods.
Since the Algerian war French aid to 
South Africa has been steadily grow­
ing. Dozens of French technicians par­
ticipate permanently In South Africa 
in the development of various arms 
and in mi I itary-industrlor projects. Hun* 
dreds of South African officers and
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technicians spend time in France 
learning to use the French material 
ordered by the navy or air force of 
the Pretoria government. There is a 
constant coming and going of respon­
sible members of the French and 
South African atomic energy commis­
sions between the two countries.
Here is a recent example of this colla­
boration as described by a French 
journalist: “ It is thanks to France that 
Soiith Africa has installed itself In the 
Caprivl Strip . . .  a military base 
which includes landing strips and a 
ground-to-ground missile system (pro­
bably Nord-Aviations 5S11 or SS12s). 
From bases of this sort, the South 
Africans undertake reconnaissance 
flights over Zambia and Tonzanio and 
the sabotage actions which the South 
Africans initiate in Zambia in the 
guise of warnings/* (F. Chenu, “ Diffi­
cile Naissonce . . Temps Moder- 
nes, No. 1970, p. 911, n, 36) As for the 
sale of military, material since 1964 
alone, Le Monde» 29 August 1970, 
estimates Frendi orms suppfles to 
South Africa at 1,517 million francs* 
adding that France hopes to up this 
figure to two billion for the next four 
years.
Here is the breakdown of the material 
at the end of 1970:

Ground Equipment

Machine guns (AML90 ond AML60) 
constructed in France by the Socleté 
de Constructions Meconiques Pan- 
hard et Levassor+ with the participa­
tion of Direction Technique des Arme- 
ments Terrestres for arms, are deve­
loped under license in South Africa by 
Austral Engineering Works at ’Germi- 
ston. Le Monde of 22 December 1970 
said of these engines that they "are

specially destined for the police force 
in the anti-guerrilla struggle."
The engine motors ore imported di­
rectly from France or via Djibouti. 
250 motors were sold in 1968 for 4.2 
million francs. 20 AMX tanks as welt 
were sold the some year for 8 million 
francs.
Ammunition which cannot be manu­
factured in South Africa is also delive­
red by France.

Radar Equipment
Aport from British ond West German 
contributions in this area* France for 
its part has signed contracts, with the 
agreement of the Bangue Francoise 
du Commerce Exterieur, amounting to 
a total of 358 million francs, covering 
deliveries ond studies, between 1967 
and 1969, 50 million francs have been 
granted Thomson-Houston-Hotchkiss- 
Brandt under the designation "contri­
bution to research’*.

Missiles
in May 1968 France decided to sell 
South Africa the ontl-aricraft Crotale 
radar-missile system developed by 
Thompson-CSF and MATRA, for 54 mil­
lion froncs, The South African version 
of Crotale, called Cactus, which is 
going to be delivered in the next few 
months, was developed jointly by 
French and South Africon engineers,

45 MATRA R-530 oiMo air missiles, 
radar guided, have been sold for the 
sum of 15 million francs.

Several types of South African air 
Force planes, including Sabres and 
Mirages, are equipped with Nord- 
Aviation AS20 and AS30 ol.r-to-ground 
missiles and with SNEB 37mm type 
rockets, built under licence in South 
Africa, Aviation Magazine, No, 551, 
1 December 1970, reveals that South 
Africo would like to adopt the Eccet 
sea-to-sea machine to air-seo use on 
Super Frelon helicopters.

Nuclear Cooperation
France brings technical assistance to 
South Africa in the areo of nuclear 
research. Scientists and officials of 
the atomic energy commission (France) 
have visited South Africo Several 
times. A French company which has 
taken part In the development of 
French nuclear weapons, Sodeteg* 
opened an office in Johannesburg
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when its director, M. Belpomme. visi­
ted South Africa in 1968, A South 
African request to purchase from 
France 25 five kilton atomic bombs is 
shrouded in secrecy. It is not possible 
at present to say whether or not this 
transition has token place, but other 
transactions which were kept secret for 
a long time hove been revealed in the 
press. It has been known for some 
months that France buys 50% of 
South African uronium and holf the 
total Angofon uranium. The enormous 
needs of France ore not adequately 
fulfilled by Nigerian production ond 
Canodo refuses to sell its uranium to 
countries which cannot guarantee its 
peoceful use.

N a v y

South Africa hos ordered three new 
high performance submarines, ormed 
with 12 torpedoes from France. Simi­
lar submarines* known as Daphnes, 
have also been sold to Spain, Two 
Daphnes have already been delivered, 
and the third is being completed at 
Chantiers Dubigeon-Normandie de 
Nantes. Each submarine costs 11.2 
million dollars. The crews and officers 
of the ships have been assembled in 
two groups in Toulon, the first In 
March 1969, and the second in Octo­
ber 1969. Orders for frigates, mines­
weepers and boats ormed with Nord- 
AviaUon sea-to-sea Exccet missiles 
have been passed or are on the point 
of being passed.
As for the cooperation of the two 
countries in this area, the minister of 
defence. M, Botha* has announced 
that his country fs prepared to put the 
Simonstown naval base at the dispo­
sal of friendly nations, notably France. 
This announcement may explain the 
visit of M. Messmer, former minister 
of the army under General DeGaulle,, 
to Simonstown. in the course of his 
South African tour last October* South 
Africa has for o long time hoped for 
the creation of a southern version of 
NATO* in default of leading NATO 
directly to extend its field of action 
below the Tropic of Cancer. Final de­
cisions have not been orrived at, but 
France hos olready sent units of its 
wartime navy on courtesy visits of 
South African ports.

Aeronautic Equipment
French orms saies have been most 
numerous in this area. In May 1970,

the details of French deliveries were as 
fallows:
-  16 Mtroge III CZ supersonic inter­
ceptors, equipped with MATRA R-530 
missiles.
-  20 Mirage 111 E2 supersonic hunter- 
bombers divided into two squodrons, 
equipped with Nord-Aviotion AS20 
and AS30 missiles.
-  4 Mirage III RZs.
-  An order for 3 "Mystere*" 20s -  pro­
bably SNAs — hasn't been confirmed.
-  In November 1970, the London pa­
pers Financial Times, Daily Telegraph 
and Daily Express wrote that South 
Africa intended to order 50 new Mi­
rage His from France,
-  According to Le Monde» 28 Novem­
ber 1970, South Africa could also 
order the latest models of Dossoult 
Factories and SNECMA motors, the 
Bomber Miroge-Milan.
-  9 troop transport Transall C 160s 
were ordered from Nord-Aviation and 
two German firms» This cargo plane 
can transport 60 parochutists and 
tanks of 16 tons. It can land and take 
off almost anywhere. Its construction 
involved, in addition to the firms al­
ready mentioned, the French company 
Messier for the landing gear; the 
motor is Rolls Royce built under li- 
cence in West Germany in associa­
tion with the French company Hispono- 
Suiza (SNECMA) and the Belgian Fa- 
brique Notionale de Belgique at Her- 
stal. The electronic equipment is 
Franco-Amerlcan, The Tronsolls, which 
cost 137 million francs, began to be 
delivered in January 1970. The equip­
ment wos assembled in France and

West Germany, It must be noted here 
that West Germany could turn over 
to South Africa some of the 110 Tron- 
soll planes already ordered for the 
Luftwaffe,
-  16 heavy helicopters Super Frelon' 
SA 3210 from Sud Aviation (Sud Avio- 
tion, Nord Aviation and SEREB, state 
businesses, have comprised since Ja­
nuary 1970 the Societe Nationale In- 
dustrielle Aerospatale.) These 3-moto- 
red helicopters, officially destined for 
anti-submarine warfare, are very 
effective on the ground, as demon­
strated by Israeli commandos in their 
raids against the United Arab Repub­
lic and Libyo. This order amounts to 
124 million francs.^
-  ɓO Alouette Ills equipped with oir- 
sea Nord Aviation rockets, with a 
range of 6 Icrn,
-  6 Alouette Ms (ot o cost of 2 5 mil­
lion francs).
-  20 SA 330 Pumo helicopters, orde­
red in June 1967 from Nord-Aviation 
for 110 million francs.
-  3 Mirage lit CZ cells ordered in No­
vember 1967 for 26 million francs,
-  equipages for Mirage Ills, ordered 
in September 1967 for 3 million francs.
-  Ator reactors from SNECMA, which 
equips the Mirage, in 1969, for 4.4 mil­
lion francs,
-  spare parts for Atar reactors, 
1967—68 and '69 for 6 million francs.

President Kaunda’s Visit
To this massive military aid which 
France gives South Africa must be 
added diplomatic support, eommer-
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cial and sporting exchanges and fi­
nancial and cultural links (20 *liasion 
workers stoy in South Africa), Faced 
with the size of French support for
the apartheid regime* the council of 
ministers of the OAU, meeting in
August-September 1970, decided to 
send M  Kenneth Kaunda to M. Pom­
pidou to ask the French president to
end French deliveries of arms to Pre­
toria and to withdraw French support 
for Portugal's racist and colonist Co­
bora Basso dam project in Mozambi­
que.
The interview took place on 21st Octo­
ber and resulted in no more than a 
promise not to deliver any more heli­
copters; a promise given all the more 
easily since, os indicated in Le Monde 
of 23rd October, South Africa 
"appears to have fulfilled its needs" 
in the matter of helicopters. Further­
more, dispatch agencies announced 
on 14th December that Mr Heath's 
government is ready to sell Westland 
Anglo-Frendi helicopters to South 
Africa.
Even though the present attitude of 
France has not changed since 1961 
(the date of the declaration of the 
South African Republic)* not all the 
African countries seemed to have 
drawn the obvious conclusions.
M, Senghor, for his part, had declared 
in September, after o visit to Paris, 
that all the Africans were united In 
their understanding of the good basis 
of the French attitude when M, Pom­
pidou gave this point of view to 
Kaunda, Those in power in the Ivory 
Coast and Madagascar left no doubts 
about their satisfaction after these ex­
planations had been furnished.
French official explanations are well 
known. France only sells defensive 
weapons to South Africa, which will 
never be used for the suppression of 
the African people. But to nail down 
the argument the Frendt government 
hastens to add that, whatever may be 
its attitude to race relations, ond they 
ore not those which ore in effect south 
of the Zambesi, no country has the 
right to intrude in the offairs of a 
sovereign state; South Africa being a 
sovereign state, its internal policies 
concern only its government.
Official French and South African 
arguments are clearly only pretext. A 
description of the arms alone make 
them suspect. This is how Le Monde 
of 28th November 1970 describes the 
Mirage-Milan bomber which France is 
prepared to sell to South Africa and

which it is interesting to note the 
French army does not want: 'The Mi- 
rage-Milan plane (olso called the Mi- 
rage-Moustache) is derived from the 
combat pFone Mirage 111, developed 
by The Dassault in corporation with a 
Swiss firm. To improve landing and 
take-off performance ond monoeuve’  
rabillty, which were feeble and power­
less, the Mirage-Milan has in front of 
its fusllage little sustaining blades 
which are retractable in flight , , * 
these characteristics turn the plane 
into one which can be used close 
range on ground troops.1" (our empha­
sis).
If the nature of the Panhard automa-*
tic mochine guns, ore Afouette, Super 
Frelon and Puma helicopters, of the 
Mirage and of other arms supplied to 
Pretoria is not enough to convince 
sceptics, let us recoil that witness re­
ports over several years from the racist 
dominated zones indicate whot use 
the South African armed farces make 
of French arms in South Africa, Nami­
bia, Zimbabwe, Angola and Mozam­
bique and during incursions into Zam­
bian and Tanzanian territories. The 
most recent evidence is provided by 
3 Portuguese deserters taken refuge 
in Belgian, as reported in Le Monde 
25th December 1970. These former 
merceneries of Caetano affirm that 
"South African helicopters aid the 
Portuguese army in Angola and Mo­
zambique."
Other French arms, similar to those 
supplied to Pretoria ore used by Por­
tugal in Angola* Mozambique and 
Guinea Bissau. Against which enemie^ 
ore they defending Portuguese sove­
reignity.
This enemy is certainly not a .naval 
gunner or a Soviet submarine sailor* 
The rulers of Pretoria know this well, 
as do the Portuguese ond their other 
allies in NATO* since the greatest 
concentration of their military power 
is to be found along the borders of 
Angola. Zambia, Botswana, Mozambi­
que and Swaziland, far removed from 
that famous Cope Route which is sup­
posed to be so threatened.

Arming Today's Nazis

The truth is much more simple ond no 
one con pretend to be ignorant of It, 
The arms which France, Great Britain, 
the United States, the Federal Repub­
lic of Germany, Belgium, Italy and 
Switzerland have delivered or are in

the process of delivering to South 
Africa, have only one function, that of 
securing white racist domination in 
southern Africa on a more solid basis, 
and of defeating any African attempt 
at genuine liberation, independence 
and human dignity.
How can men who fought Nozism, and 
vanquished H with the help of thou­
sands of Africon soldiers, today arm 
other Nazis against Africa? Only the 
naive will be surprised at this paradox, 
Enormous financial» commercial, indu­
strial and military interests, invested by 
western powers in South Africa, Rho­
desia ond the Portuguese colonies, 
ore used to justify the farce played by 
France, so-called friend of Africa and 
Africans.
Furthermore, let us not forget the 
attroctlon with which South Africa is 
prepared to sell uronium, without 
worrying about Euratom or the Ge­
neva Conference on Disarmament, re­
presents for France an advantage to 
develop its own nuclear power.
Let us not forget the agreement 
among capitalist countries. The British 
Conservative Party, homef of Britain's 
Industrialists and bankers, hos never 
forgiven the Labour Party for letting 
the French penetrate a domaine which 
was entirely theirs until 19Ó5. Now that 
they have returned to power they are 
counting on redoubled efforts-to bring 
back lost orders.
The massive sale of arms to foreign 
countries permits, finally, the consi­
derable reduction of cost prices of 
these same arms, which thus equip 
the national army cheaply. The South 
African morket is obout to reploce 
Israel os shock-absorber for costs. 
Thfese sales are all the more necessary 
since the local market can easily de­
fault, as in the case of the loss of in­
terest by the French army in the Mi­
rage-Milan, and this can occasion 
enormous losses for groups which have 
often invested heavily In the hope of 
attracting important orders from the 
government (cf. Editorial, Avlotton Ma­
gazine No, 551, 1 Dec* 1970: "Only 
orders from abroad can assure conti- 
nous production of the Super Frelon").

All these reasons explain, should there 
be need, the scorn for the decisions 
and recommendations of the UN 
which characterizes more than one 
western nation that has assumed the 
right of dictating its taws to the world 
rather than apply the laws of the 
world’.
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DREAMS
1FA
GREATWIÍTÏ
AFRICA
SOUTH AFRICAN 
IMPERIALISM:
THE ROOTS OF
MANIFEST
DESTINY
by a Correspondent

Capitalism has always been imperialist, 
though in different forms at different 
times: white South Africa has always 
been expansionist, Fn the era of Dutch 
mercantilism and British “Free trade“ 
imperialism, white settlers pushed out* 
wards from the Cape of Good Hope 
against the continual resistance of the 
Indigenous Khoisan and Bantu-spea­
king peoples. Behind the frontier, on 
the land thus secured, white farmers 
reduced the indigenous peoples to ser­
vile bondage, and began to supply 
European markets with the products of 
th is forced labour. As white population 
increased and landholding in the white 
community was concentroted in fewer 
hands, the displaced poorer whites 
were forced to move on, to seiie from 
indigenous peoples yet more land* 
Often Hunters or nomadic herders, such 
Frontier whites hod been nurtured on

the belief of the manifest destiny of 
the "chosen people” , the Afrikaners: 
God hod given them the right to in­
habit, cultivate and multiply on African 
soil and the indigenous people must 
give way, give labour. Of die*

Yet nineteenth century Afrikaner mani­
fest destiny wos a puny force and a 
limited ideal compared with the gran­
diose and megalomaniac visions of the 
Bfïtish empire-builders of the fate 
nineteenth century. As white "trekkeri” 
made their last feeble expansionist 
forays to Ghanzi in Botswano, to An­
gola. north to Rhodesia and Kenya, 
Southern Africa was being carved up 
anew. Finance capital launched the 
imperial Chartered Company as its 
new spearhead of expansion; new 
economic forces exploded spontane­
ously giving private enterprise (The 
Chartered Companies) the powers 
of states, "This tropical continent (of 
Africa)"' wrote Horry Johnson, a pri­
mary empire-builder, in the London 
Times of August 16SS, "must inevitably 
be exploited by the white races 
as the other quarters of the globe 
have been." He dreamed of a conti­
nuous band of British territory from the 
Cope to Cairo in which white settlers> 
trading companies* and mining capi­
talists could coexist in exploitation. 
Within twelve years he, Cecil Rhodes. 
Lord Salisbury, Joseph Chamberlain 
ond their tools F>ad almost fulfilled 
their dreams.

The partition of Africa was the inter- 
imperialist readjustment of the claims 
made by the Chartered Companies. In 
Africa's southern half Johnstone and 
Rhodes hod created "Central Africa", 
a central massif of British territory 
which confuned archaic and inefficient 
Portuguese colonialism to coastal belts. 
South West Africa fell to Germany but, 
with the annexation of the Transvaal 
in 1900f the remoinder was in British 
hands. Only German Tanganyika sepa­
rated British possessions in the South 
from her northern claims in the valley 
of the Nile.

In 1910 the British returned political 
power in South Africa to the white 
inhabitants. "It is not the British way 
to govern white men as a subject 
race” , sold British Prime Minister 
Compbelt-Bonnerman, Using the clas­
sic British technique of indirect rather 
than direct control, the British were 
confident that the South African ruling 
coalion of mineowners, commerciot in­
terests, and the wealthiest landowners 
would act in British interests. Yet the 
result was an uneasy inter-imperialist 
tension which reflected controditions 
within both the British and the South

African political economy. The South 
African ruFing class was not content to 
|5lay a subordinate role, but had im­
perial ambitions of its own in Africo* 
In 1911 Prime Minister Botha was pre­

vented from the onnexotlon of Lourenco 
Marques in Mozambique only by the 
despatch of a British fleet to the 
area. The following year Sir Abe Boiley 
and the British South Afrioon Company 
in Rhodesia debated a new Jameson 
Raid on the port of Beina, taking ad­
vantage of Portugal's weakness after 
a quasi-revolutk>n in 1911. Again the 
British warned Southern African impe­
rialism off: the Portuguese were also 
subordinate allies. "The Portuguese 
alliance", said o 1912 Foreign Office 
memo, "retains its value in large Euro­
pean complications and . . .  give us the 
right to keep foreign powers off the 
strategically important Portuguese 
islands . I . It will be better that Portu­
gal should develop her colonies herself 
with British capital then that we should 
be forced to take them over".

A WHITE AFRICA?

But the South African rulers were not 
restrained so easily. The High Commis­
sion TerritorieSf Mozambique ond at 
some times territories further north 
were the source of cheap and forced 
African lat>our. Smuts fought the Ger­
mans in South West Africa in the First 
World Wor and hence South Africo 
received the territory os o "mandated" 
colony from the League of Notions, 
Smuts intrigued in 1923 for the incor­
poration of SoutFïern Rhodesia into 
South Africo when the charter of the 
British South African Company was re­
voked, A yeor later, in a tetter to Leo 
Amery* it became apparent that Smuts 
saw himself as the inheritor of the 
mantle of Horry Johnstone. "All the
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highlands of Eo stern Africa from the 
Union to Abysslnlo are healthy for 
Europeans and can be made into a 
great European state or system of Sta­
tes during the next three or four ge­
nerations. It is one of the richest parts 
of the world, and only wants white 
brains ond capital to become 
enormously productive. . .  a resolute 
white policy should be pursued. The 
Fruits of such a policy wiH be a white 
state in time more importont than 
Australia, There is land enough for 
oil the vast Native population on the 
flanks of the highlands. But the Natives 
by themselves will continue to stagnate 
os they have stagnoted for the last ten 
thousand years. A greot White Africo 
olong the Eastern backbone, with rail­
way and road communications connec­
ting North and South, .will be a first 
class addition to the Empire and will 
repay all the capital put into it." To 
this theme he would constantly return, 
most notably in his Rhodes Memorial 
Lectures at Oxford in 1929, published 
as Africa and Some World Problems.

Smuts spoke primarily for the mine- 
owners, representatives of - European 
Finance capital but anxious for an 
expansion of their South African base. 
As he wrote. Sir Ernest Oppenheimer 
was constructing the economic foun­
dations of South African extractive 
imperialism. Drawing on American ca­
pital as a counter to British, Oppen- 
heimer acquired control of internatio­
nal diamond production in the 1920's, 
including thot in South West Africa, 
Angola, and Tanganyika- And from 

• 1927 his Anglo-American Corporation 
moved into Northern Rhodesia to shore 
control of copper mining with British 
capital. In 1962 Ernest's son, Harry 
Oppenhelmer, was echoing the ideo­
logy of South African expansionism in 
a lecture at Cape Town University: 
"'Africa knows all she knows of peace, 
freedom and plenty for the individual 
to the initiative of Europeans - . .

The period of Africa's rapid progress 
corresponds with the period of colo­
nialism and the conclusion is surely 
irresistible that it was the colonial sy­
stem of government that created the 
conditions for the spectacular pro­
gress".

Colonialism of course did no such 
thing: it brought for Africans only the 
misery, suffering ond exploitation of 
underdevelopment. But the arrogant 
nonsense of Smuts ond the Oppen- 
heimer’s becomes understandable 
when we see that for them the exploi­
tation of African labour did bring 
"progress"; profits for co pita lists and 
their impartial guardions.

But the conditions were not yet ripe 
for South African imperialism to go 
unchallenged. In 1923 the Rhodesian 
settlers preferred self-government to 
amalgamation with South Africa* The 
British, as Amery reminded Smuts in 
his reply to the 1924 letter, believed 
in white hegemony in Africo but not 
necessarily under South African con­
trol. The strategic Importance of cop­
per to British imperialism merely rein­
forced these desires. And the Central 
African Federation, first mooted in the 
193Q's and 1940‘s ond eventually 
established in 1953, wos designed 
partly as a British-controlled buffer 
against South Africa. Northern Rho­
desian copper, Southern Rhodesian 
industry* and labour from Nyasaland 
formed an integrated colonial eco­
nomy outside South African imperial 
influence.

Nor were other white groups in South 
Africa yet os ambitious as Smuts, They 
suspected that they would have to pay 
the costs of on Imperial expansion 
from which the mineowners would 
benefit In 1924 Smuts was thrown 
from office by a coalition represent­
ing reformist white labour and less 
wealthy white farmers, seeking a share 
in the material benefits of the South 
African forced labour system. When 
Smuts campaigned in 1929 on on ex­
pansionist platform, Hertiog counte* 
red with the accusation that Smuts 
was Mthe apostle of a blade Kaffir 
state ♦ . . extending from the Cape To 
Egypt * . ♦ and already foretells the 
day when even the name of South 
Africo will vanish in smoke upon the 
altar of the Kaffir state he so ardently 
desires/' The forces for whom Hertzog 
spoke had neither the economic inter­
ests, nor a confidence in their mecha­
nisms of political control to wish to 
absorb rapidly a fast and rebellious 
African population.

MOVING SLOWLY 
TO EXPANSION

South Africa moved more slowly to­
wards expansion. By the 1930's the 
African populations of the "reserves" 
had been reduced to sub-subsistence 
starvation, and Hertiog began to de­
mand the Incorporation of the High 
Commission Territories within South 
Africa. The ideologists of Afrikaner in­
ternal colonialism began to develop 
new mechanisms of African social con­
trol: inter-war segregation policy was 
refined into the philosophy of apart- 
heid and the potential neo-colonia- 
lism of Bantustons. Secondary indu­

stry gained momentum in South 
Africa* producing new class forma­
tions and interest groups. Afrikaner 
nationalism mobilised to secure on in­
creased share In the economic insti­
tutions of the sodety. By the late 
1950’s theinternal objective conditions 
were more favourable to South Afri­
can imperialism. Domestically, Eng- 
lish-Afrlkaner conflict was giving way 
to a fcloser cooperation than before. 
Economically, industry which had been 
built on a system of forced labour was 
anxious for markets obroad which the 
system did not permit developing at 
home. In Africa to the north, British co­
lonialism was being replaced by neo­
colonialism which provided greater 
potentlol openings for South Africo. 
The Central African Federation was 
dissolved in 1963, and its constituents 
polarized. Zambia joined with the rest 
of Africo in a campaign of isolation 
and boycott against South Africo, But 
Malawi and Rhodesia fell more closely 
within the South Africon sphere. And 
for a time It seemed that South Afri­
can influence would extend as far 
north as the Congo through the ma­
chinations of the puppet Tshombe in 
Katonga.

Far-sighted ideologists of South Afri­
con imperialism had anticipated the 
situation as early as 1930. As a con­
tributor to Coming af Age, edited by 
Jan Hofmeyer in that yeor, wrote, the 
problem with South Africa's isolation 
from the rest of Africa was "that such 
a policy must lead to mutual dislike 
and distrust, to divergent policies ond 
conflicting interests, to tariff walls 
and ultimate hostility. Economically, 
such a policy would result in a depri­
vation of markets for our produce, our 
brains, and our energy . . .  we should 
welcome the rapid development of the 
Native people of Central and East 
Africa, and we should seize the oppor­
tunity which that development will 
offer for providing new markets for 
our goods". Today South Africa needs 
those markets more than ever. And 
South African economic - expansion 
will march parallel with political and 
military expansion. South Africa has 
been built on expansionism, of diffe­
rent forms at different times. But each 
form has brought misery, exploitation, 
and bondage to Africons. In 1955 
Strijdom sounded a note ominous for 
the peoples of Africa, when he linked 
the objective needs of South Africa's 
modern political economy of white su­
premacy with South Africa's oldest ju­
stification for expansion, "We must 
convince all Europeans of our view- 
point'- he said. “ We shall then attain 
whot we believe God has put us here 
for — our influence to spreod right 
through Africa/'
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REVIEW

Arms for South Africa:

THE MORAL ISSUE

Published by the Monday Club

INFLUENTIAL 
COLLABORATORS

It is alt too easy to make jokes about 
the Monday Club -  to dismiss it os the 
lunatic fringe of the Tory Party. Luna­
tic and extreme it is indeed, yet this 
organization has a strong influence 
within the Party which governs Britain 
today* It is even represented in the 
Cabinet, by, appropriately enough, 
Mr Geoffrey Rippon. the man respon­
sible for negotiating Britain's entry 
into the monopoly-do mi noted bloc iro­
nically known as the 'Common' Mar- 
ket.
The Monday Club was founded in 1961
— its formation triggered off by Horold 
Macmillan's 'wind of change' speech. 
The Monday Club embodied the out­
raged response of a section of the 
Tory Party to hearing the word 
“change" used by one of their Party -  
and used, even worse, in relation to 
Africa, a continent which they had 
aJways regarded (ond indeed, still re­
gard today) as, in Marx+s words,' a 
warren for the commercial hunting of 
blade skins'.
Organized under the patronage of the 
notoriously colonialist Lord Salisbury, 
the Monday Club is a noturol home 
for all the supporters of apartheid. Its 
members include such well-known Var- 
ster-appeasers as John Biggs-Davison, 
Patrick Wall, and Horold Soref. Its 
latest contribulin to Britain's intellec­
tual life, colled either ARMS FOR 
SOUTH AFRICA -  THE MORAL ISSUE 
(cover), or ARMS FOR SOUTH AFRICA
-  THE MORAL ASPECT {title page), 
comes from the pen of Jonathan Guin­
ness, director of the brewery firm, and 
stepson of Sir Oswald Mosley,
A fine judge of moral aspects and 
issues. Guinness tells us what is good 
for us In twelve pages of text scattered 
with respectful, references to St Tho­
mas Aquinas and ‘those tough old

Church fathers’* and with personal in­
terpretations of various points of Chri- 
stion doctrine, such as the following: 
'We have been told thot we are all 
members one of onother, that “God 
has made of one blood all nations of 
men", ond (in the parable of the 
Good Samaritan} that we should 
judge people by whot they do, not 
who they are. But this does not mean 
that we are prohibited from discrimi­
nation, on an earthly level, between 
human beings; or if it does mean 
this then it is an injunction we cannot 
possibly keep since we all have fami­
lies. communities ond nations and 
have had since the beginning of time. 
What it means is that God, who sees 
more than we do, will not follow our 
wordly system of values when his turn 
comes to discriminate at the Last Jud- 

ement.’
his passage perfectly expresses the 

Hon Jonathan's particular gifts as lo­
gician and moralist, his argument 
being:
i) God says we ore the same and 
should not discriminate against each 
other;
(i) this does not mean we should not 
discriminate, or if it does we should 
ignore it because we have 'iamilies. 
communities and nations' (? ): 
iif) God discriminates too, but diffe­
rently.
Apart from its assumption that a per­
son’s beliefs should have no influence 
on his life (a point of view which is 
also frequently expressed by Mr* Enoch 
Powell), the level of 'argument' reô  
ched in this passage makes it imme- 
diately clear that Guinness is not a 
possible participant in rational debate* 
His moralizings are mouthings, as is 
usually the case with the far Right 
when it tokes up its baton and puts 
on its jodcbodts as a champion of 
Christendom . . . and in the process 
aims blows and kicks at every active 
Christian in sight (including, in

Mr Guinness's case, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the World Council ol 
Churches, and the Bishops of Stepney 
ond Shrewsbury).

Against the Guerillas
What is significant in this pamphlet, 
however, is the realpolililc that under­
lies the absurdities. Basically here, the 
author's complaint is thot the present 
British government intends supplying 
arms only for external defence, and 
not against 'internal subversion'. To 
quote again, ’Pretty silly we should 
look if we loaded up the South Afri­
cans with submarines to protect our 
seo-routes from the Russians and they 
then, due to British policy, fefl into the 
hands of o guerilla movement thot 
acknowledged the primacy of Mos- 
cowj
Guinness concludes his argument with 
the following words:
+So what ought we to do about South 
Africa? We ought surely to cool it; to 
recognise that the South Africans 
have been ploced by history in a posi­
tion where nothing the whites con, do 
which is compatible with their survival 
will be at the same time In accord 
with the Western conscience. Far from 
encouraging guerillas to attack them, 
we ought to do alt in our power 
against the guerillas (my italics), be­
cause humanity, in all governments, 
grows in direct proportion with their 
sense of security. South Africa is our 
natural afly; by giving her firm moral 
and moterial support we can perhaps 
contribute to reducing her unattrac­
tiveness.'
Perhaps we should be pleased to see 
it out In the open -  in comparison far 
Instance to the evasions of the last 
Labour Foreign Secretary, who decla­
red that ‘the guerillas ore going 
about things in the wrong way*. Per­
haps, anyway, we should reflect that 
the voice of Mr Guinness and of the 
Monday Club expresses a point of 
view with which, in private, certainly 
very few Tories of any 'shode' would 
disagree. For the profits from dealings 
with South Africa (desired by both 
Britain's alternative governing parties) 
depend on oppression, on exploita­
tion of a mobile cheap labour force- 
With a government representing the 
people of South Africa in power 
(such as that which will be formed by 
the forces of liberation) this blood mo­
ney would no longer pour into Brí’ 
tish pockets.
'By their words you shall know them' 
is applicable to Mr, Guinness and the 
influential collaborators of the Mon­
day Club. 'By their deeds you shall 
know them* is applicable to many, 
mony others,

CdeC
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M i n i  F a n  S p a tte r* Attack P n c c
Government pressure on Africans living on white [arms is 
arousing growing resistance among the most hard*pressed 
section oF the population. Originally enticed onto the white 
forms by offers of free grazing and seasonal jobs, farmers 
ore now forcing them to culf their cattle ond send away 
their families.
In one recent cose of this Itind the squatters reacted vio­
lently in self defence.
The trouble started when a white former. Lukas Gertenbach, 
and a group of formers and police impounded four herds 
of cattle and some goats belonging to the squatters on 
his huge farm, They were then set upon by a bond of 30 
Zulus armed with assegais ond clubs.
The police opened fire and monoged to disperse the 
attackers, but the police porty had to return to the form 
house The farmer explained his action saying that the 
8,000 acre form was badly overstocked. He had previously 
warned the squatters to reduce the number of cattle to 
three a kraol or leove the farmr But the squatters, who ore 
without land of their own and victims of the new squeeze 
on squatters throughout Natal, ignored the ultimatum. Of 
the 2,000 squatters only 20 hod been willing to cut down 
their herds. The rest had driven their cattle to the highest 
plateaus on the surrounding mountains, while others left 
their cattle on adjoining farms by day ond returned them 
to graze by night. In this way they hoped to save their 
meagre stocks from destruction. Former Gertenbach first

claimed thot he wanted to cull the stodcs because ne plan* 
ned to convert his farm to lorge-scale vegetable production 
ond there was not enough land for the cattle. He subse* 
quently admitted however that he wos desperately short of 
labour. The limitation of the cattle was therefore obviously 
designed to force the squatters to toke jobs ot the fa rm er's  
terms.

VANLOADS OF ARMED POLICE
After the confrontation, three vanloads of police armed 
with pistols and sten guns combed the farm Wonderfontein, 
near Vryheid, But the kraal-to-kraaf search revealed only 
that all the families had gone into hiding. No arrests were 
made. Farmer Gertenbach told reporters that special core 
was needed os he believed that several of the squatters 
hod guns.
The government's motive in unsettling the long established 
squatters seems to be partly that of anxiety over security. 
White farmers ore leaving the countryside for the easy life 
in the booming cities where they olso feel safer. The con­
sequence is that the proportion of Africans is growing ra­
pidly, Government strategy is therefore aimed ot under- 
mining African self-sufficiency, forcing the men to work for 
wages all year round ond driving the fimilies into massive 
resettlement camps which are shocking rural slums. All this 
is dry tinder for violent struggle against tyranny.

8C H M L  W R E N  
R E v a u
STONE-THROWING, threats and a generol revolt 
against authority’ have led to the suspension of 
about 450 male pupils ot the African Healdtown 
Institute, near King Williom's Town, and the clos- 
sing down of the baysr hostel.
The Acting Director of Education ond Culture in 
King William's Town (Mr, Nr G. Fletcher) said in 
a statement today that male pupils had been in a 
state of revolt since Morch 12.
The Argus Port Elizabeth representative quotes an 
eye-witness who described ‘ugly scenes' during 
the revolt,

ARGUS’, 16. 3. 71

AFR K AN  S T IIB ÍT S  
BBYCOTI FESTIVAL
AFRICAN university students will not take part in 
this year's Republic Festival, instead, they are 
organising o "republican protest,"

The call far a boycott of the celebrations and tor 
the launching of o protest is made by the 3000- 
strong all-African South African Students' Orga­
nisation.

Members are asked to wear black during the two 
"Republican protest" days, beginning on May 30. 
Students ore also organising a symposium for 
May 10.

STAR', 10. 4. 71
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COLOURED 
PEOPLE

APARTHEID
A number of controversial 
decisions taken at the 
national conference

A NUM BER of controversial decision» taken 
of the national conference of the Coloured 
Labour Party on Sunday underline the new 
mililont line of the party. Among decisions 
token at the conference were:

the Government to "stop inter- 
the affairs of non-White sports

* A coll on 
fering'* in 
bodies;

* vigorous opposition to the Republic Festival;
* the rejection of a  Coloured homeland:
* a call for the repeal of the Slum Clearance 

Act and the Group Areas Act.

The national public relations officer of the 
portVr Mr. D. Mattera, said thot non-White

sportsmen were being denied the chance to 
show what they could do. He called for "free 
and open selection" of sports teams.
The party did not support the Newlands cricket 
wolk-offr however. "The cricketers should hove 
walked off ond stayed off", said Mr, Mattera. 
The porty would work against the Republic 
Festival* he said, by distributing pamphlets 
ond holding public m eetings.
The Slum Clearance Act and the Group Areos 
Act were aimed solely at robbing people of 
the right to lond ownership, said the porty 
official, ond there would be an appeal to 
the Government lor their repeal.
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ANGHA DAVIS'lAWVER WRITES
May 11, 1971

African National Congress of South Africa 
49 Roth bone Street 
LONDON. W.1, A-4NL 
England

G en tlem en :

If I may introduce myself. I am the attorney for George 
Jackson, who is one of three fine black men here in the 
United States known as the Soledod Brothers, and 
«ho are awaiting trial in San Francisco. Mr. Jackson 
has published a book called ''Soledod Brother', The 
Prison Letters of George Jackson.

Recently J hod the pleasure of appearing at a benefit 
for the Soledad Brothers and for Angela Davis. Mr. Ho­
ward Moore, Angelo's chief trial attorney, was also 
present, as was Penny Jackson, George's sister. I sus­
pect thot all of this information is information you oh 
ready have, as f. suspect you may well hove been in­
volved in putting on that extremely fine benefit.

Angela and Soledad Brothers 
Want Sechaba
Angela is o very good friend of mine ond I see her 
every week and sometimes more often. I wos just with 
her ond she showed me four bound volumes of a ma­
gazine Sechaba that you publish. In addition, she hod
0 couple of other issues, none of which I was able to 
read completely, but by looking through them t know 
thot George Jackson would be extremely interested in 
both having a subscription ond seeing the back Issues,
1 am also certain that the other two Soledod Brothers, 
John Clutehette ond Fleeta Drumgo, would also like to 
have a subscription.

I am wondering if you could advise the cost of an 
annual subscription to your magazine ond could also 
let me know what it might cost to get the four bound 
volumes that f believe you moy hove sent over to 
Angelo via Howard Moore. If you could do that It 
would be greatly appreciated. Incidently, should any 
of you wish to write to ony one of the Soledad Bro­
thers, I will list their names ond addresses below, 
t know they would like to hear from you, as their 
interest lies not only in their own problem, but with
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the problems of all oppressed people throughout the 
world.

GEORGE JACKSON
Box AÓ3837 — San Quentin
Tomal, California 94964

FLEETA DRUMGO
Box B10&37 -  San Quentin
Tomal, California 94964

JOHN CLUTCHETTE 
Box B4804 — Son Quentin 
Tomal, California 94964

The ANC calls upon our readers to write to the 
Soledad Brothers

SOLEDAD BROTHERS


