QO

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

-

P,O, Box 31791, LUSAKA, Zanbia,

Telephone 211169 Telex 43390

2/8/1981=Year of the Youth,

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS CONDEMNS ASTASSINATION OF...
. E‘f.'

CCIMRADE JOE GOABI.

The Botha-M=zlan racist clique of terror in South Africa has committed

yet another cowardly and dastardly act against the frcedon and peaces
loving forces of our country, Africa and progressive mankind, On the
evening of Friday, 31st July, hirelings in the pay cof the South /African
racist regime, eold-bloocdedly nurdered Conrade Joe Gqabi, a member of

the National Executive Comnmittee of the ANC, at his residence, outside
Salisbury, Zimba bwe. This crininal act cof terrorism reflects the
desperation of the eneny who can no longer contain nor suppress the
upsurge of the revoluticnary forces that are gaining ground by the day
inside the country, under the leadership of the Atrican Naticnal Congress.

Conrade Joe Ggabi, a son and a product of the liberation struggle,
synbolises these indonitable forces of resistance to oppression and
exploitation, His was =z life of strugsle and sacrifice, He dedicated
the whole of his life to the cause of liberaticn, He served a ten—year
jail sentence on Robben Island together with some of the top leaders |
of our movenent - Mandela, Sisulu, Mbeki, Kathrada and others. During

all these trying nmonents of his life, the eneny could not break his
will z2nd comnitrment. On his relecase from Robben Island, he continued::

with the struggle under dangerous conditions of 1llega11ty and police
persecution., This led tc his arrest on charges under the so-called

"Terrorisn Act, in the well-known Pretoria 12 Trial of 1977. Ultimately

he was forced into the External Mission of the ANC where he continued
with his leadership role uvndetcrred,

Never before have the South African racist rulers boen confronted by

such a powerful and united force fron the oppressed, This savage act,

in part, is the reaction cf the cnemny to this rising revolutionary

tide and the vanguard role played by the African National Cengress and

its allies in strugglce It is 2 key elemnent in the crininal zpartheid
reginel!s strategy to destroy the ANC politically and tec eliminate its
leaders and nilitants physically, at home and abroad, /An inportant
ingredient of this strﬂtegy ccniists in the intimidation of the Frontline
States through open and unnrovoked acts of ageression, as we are witnessing
in ingola, Mozambique, Zambisz, Lesotho, Botswana and Swaziland,

The tragic and untimely departure from the scene of struggle of this
gallant son of our country is a great loss tc our lovement and the
oppressed peeple, We dip our reveoluticnary banner in ncnory oi our
fallen leader and hero. We pledge to advance the strugele, for which
Conrade Joe lived and sacrificed his life, tc new and hicher levelis,.

THE STRUGGLE COMNTINUES?}
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