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1 Inkatha 

and UDF 

meet in 

secre 
f By Nicola 

Cunningham-Brown 
s et 

INKATHA and the UDF' 
met in secret in Durban 
this week amid specula- 
tion that stalled peace 
talks between the two 
were to be reconvened. 

Sources' said another 
meeting was scheduled 
for early today to dis- 
cuss possible reopening 
of the peace accord. 
They.said issues 

which would have to be 
discussed were not only 
the ideological conflict 
between‘the two organi- 
satibns but the root 
causes of the violence 
which were largely 
socio-economic. 
Meanwhile Manco 

chairman Jan Venter 
said he believed a top- 
level economic develop- 
ment conference, which 
was_being arranged by 
the Durban City Council 
for early next year, 
would help to settle un- 
rest in the greater Dur- 
ban area. 

He said experts from 
all over the country 
would pool their ideas 
and would plan for the 
future. 
President de Klerk 

and KwaZulu Chief Min- 
ister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi met again yes- 
terday at Botha House 
on the Natal South 
Coast, in a follow-up to 
a meeting in Pretoria on 
November 30. 

In a_statement the 
State President’s office 
said a variety of matters 
of mutual concern were 
discussed, which includ- 
ed administrative as- 
pects as well as the 
violence in KwaZulu 
and Natal. 
® See Editqrial Opinion     
  

Three 

die in 
Natal 

unrest )\ | 
Mercury Reporter 
pidabutad Rl Ay 

THREE men died in un- 
rest-related incidents in 
Natal during the past 

24-hours, according to 

the official police report. 

One of the men was 
shot dead at Molweni, 
near Durban, and in the 
other incident, two men 
died after a group of 
men opened fire on a 

house at Mgoba, near 

Richmond, with a shot- 
gun. 

The house was badly 
damaged. 
On Wednesday, at 

125am, a grenade was 
thrown at a policeman’s 
house in Guguletu, near 
Cape Town. 

No casualties were Te- 
ported and the damage 
to the house was ‘not 
serious’. i 

‘At Imbali, outside 
Pietermaritzburg, petrol 
bombs were thrown at 

| two homes, causing fair- 
l ly serious damage. 

| Kerzner’s - 

Transkei 

problem 
Mercury Correspondent 

  

   

  
PORT ELIZABETH— 

Transkei could be the 

Achilles heel in what ap- | 

Eesrswbeamoveby‘ 

0 tel tycoon Sol Kerz- 

ner to regain the crown 
at the Sun International 
ambling empire which 
e left a year ago. 
‘While Mr Kerzner was 

at his Cape home last 
night promising a state- 

ment on his future in 
the mew wear Tronskei 
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YEAR IN REVIEW/THE MAJOR ISSUES 
  

LMOST no family has been 
untouched by the violence of- 
the last three years in Natal's 
grief-stricken townships. 

To visit these townships is to be 
overwhelmed by the bitterness of re- 
peated failure to end the conflict. 
To live there is a constant night- 

mare, in which the chase, the attack, 
the gunfire and death are the reality of 
every day and every night. 
The murder-rate in the Durban 

townships has more than doubled 
each year in the last three. The tota 
dead in 1987 was about 100, in 1988 
about 230, and this week the total so 
far stands at 560. 

In the Pietermaritzburg townships 
the picture is similar, and there s little 
doubt that more than 2 500 people 
have died in three years of what 
agaounts (o an unofficial civil war. 

ompare this to Northern Jreland 
here about 2,500 people have died 
20 years of conflict. 

In addition, many pfig!c have been 
j homes de- 

  
   

    
      

    

    

    

   

   

  

poted on an unprecedented scale. 
Thousands of refugees have moved 

t, leaving large areas of the town- 
ips deserted, and opening the way 
r further looting and destruction. 
The picture is one of almost devas- 

tation; and much of it occurred in 
1989, declared by Inkatha as a “year 
of peace” for Natal townships. The 

C expressed similar hopes ai the 
end of 1988, 

It was the year in which a number 
of new aucmdpm were made to halt the 

and the year in which peace 
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But u| as it seem the mid-year 

talks between the United Democratic 
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Inkatha members arrtve for the Runeral of Zakhele Nkhehil, a 

    

n Inkatha central commitiee member vho dicd after being shot In the neck 

In Natal’s ‘year of 
peace’, more and 
more devastation 

{ CARMELRICKAF\DJ 

Front, the Congress of South Afiican 
Trade Unions and Inkatha were § 
poised to produce results, the peace 
process came 10 a sudden stop. Inka- 
tha pulled out. 
While the talks Jasted and there 

were regular bulletins announcing 
progress, . the level of violence 
dropped significantly — from 47 in 
April to nine in June. But when 
hopes of a peace process were 
dashed at the Jast minute, the killings 
soared again and have increased 
month by month, 
‘The message of the statistics scems 

almost to be that it is better not to 
have peace talks, than (o have talks 
that fail. 
John Aitchison of the Centre for 

Adult Education at-Natal University 
in Pietermaritzburg believes that of 
the four major parties involved, Co- 
satu has generaily been the honest 
broker in peace atiempts. 
UDF members, he says, appear on 

the whole to be keen' on peace, 
though they have been consistently 
disorganised, partly due to state pres- 

  UG ot L v 
Inkatha has put out a lot of rhetori 

about favouring peace, but, says 
Aitchison, “whenever there is a need 
for a decision, or when it appears an 
sagreed solution is close, Inkatha 
moves the goalposts.” | bt 

As for the State, it locks up one of 
the teams. i 
Each time progress is being made 

with peace talks, the state interferes 
in some way, putting the talks at risk 5 
There have also been consistent 

claims that the state’s policing agen- 
cies are not neutral. 
Again and again cabinet ministers, 

govemnment officials and senior po- 
lice officers have made public state- 
ments blaming “the radicals”, “the 
UDF" or the “UDF/ANC alliance”, 
Despite the outcry when it was dis- 

covered that Durban magistrates and 
prosecutors were given private brief- 
ings putting the blame solely on the 
UDF, it would seem likely this mes- 
sage is still being passed on behind 
the scenes by siate officials at every 
opportunit, 

‘;’po(iicc hZha\ iour, as described re- 
peatedly by residents in many areas, 
would bear this out. 
Just this week we saw the Minister townships. Residents have years of tor 

of Law and Order Adriaan Viok, who experience showing crimes commit- cult than in the urban townships t¢ 

has restricted the UDF, meeting and ted in the townships are far less likely stop. b, 

    MWL 
In down-lown Pietermaritzburg, running 
street battles are Increasingly common, 
Here a young 'comrade’ narrowly es- 
capes death from an sssaliant who stabs 
athim — but misses. 

Picture: JONATHAN KAPLAN 
a press confer a- 
ief Mangosulht Buthelezi. 

Cynics believe the state operatés on 
the premise that it is cheaper to-let 
people go on killing each other, than 
1o deal with the underlying socio- 
economic -probiems like housing, 
‘poverty and unemployment 

Aitchison suggests this approach al- 
Jows the state to kill two birds with 
one stone: “For one thing it gets rid 
of the ‘radicals’. But deep down the 
state is scared of Inkatha as well, and 
50 it suits them for the Zulus to be oc- 
cupied killing each other. 
“This would help explain why we 

hear so many reports of the police sit- 
ting on hilitops watching the fighting 
instead of stopping it.” 

If this explanation of police behavi- 
our and stale action sceims unreasona- 
ble, consider what would have been 
the response if 2 500 people had died 
in white Johannesburg over the last 
three years, shotgunned, stabbed, 
burnt and stoned, and il some 
20 000 houses were destroyed in the 
suburbs by fire or stoning. 
The conflict exacerbates the already 

serious problem of “common crime” 
not being adequately policed in the 
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  10 be solved than in the white areas. 
It is even more unusual for “political 
crimes” 10 be solved. Perhaps il is not 
surprising then that so many people 
are resorting 10 violence and retalia- 
tion: what other response is there if | 
the police are not catching criminals 
and if the cours are noi sending them 
10 prison? 

In the townships where the main 
road is often the dividing line be- 
ween warring groups, the harror sto- 
ries of constant murders and altacks 
on one side of the road are the mirror 
image of those 10ld on the other. 
Some political analysts believe the | 

root of the problem is the fact that In- | 
katha is losing ground and is trying 
desperately 10 hold on. 1 
However, without clections it is dif- | 

ficult to verify the size of either side’s | 
support, That is- why atiendance at 
rallies becomes a crucial issue. 
The future looks even more Bl 

than the past. 
QOver the next month, if past fig 

are anything to go by, the deatlt 
will continue to climb as workd 

available during the holidays 
full-time work of revenge killi 
is possible Uit heavy police pregte 
in the northern townships will 
something of a brake on the fig] 
but so far there are few signs 
cessa : 

This weck there were rumoursitial 
groups sharing the black conscious- 
ness ideology of the restricted Azani- 
an People’s Organisation (Azapo), { 
had begun recruiting in Inanda, cur- 

    
    

   

  

   

  

    

  

  
hit by the violence. 4 

If this is true, it would introduce a 
w element and could result in evé 
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Of more concern however, all 

signs indicate 1990 will be the year 
the killings spread to the rural areas 
between and around Pietermaritzburg 
and Durban. ¢ 
Dermocratic Party regional director 

for the Durban and coastal area, Roy | 
Ainslie, said the urban townships are 
virtually “tied up”. 
“Allegiances have been formed anc | 

most areas are commitied one way o1 
the other. 
“Now the rural and peri-urban areas | 

are up for grabs and the competitior 
is beginning to move out into thest 

   
formation of the Congress 

nal Leaders of South Afric: 
(Contralesa), and its growth in Natal 
have presented local chiefs with & 
choice. They have to decide which it 
more costly: 10 align themselves with 
Inkatha or with Contralesa (and b 
implication the Mass Democratic. 
Movement). 
Ainslie says previous experience 

has shown that conflict in the rural ar 
eas spreads Jike wildfire. Once begur 
it will be extremely difficult o moni- 

and to report and even more diffi 

   



  

Wikwest     
Praise for - 
FW de Klerk 
FW de Klerk should be 
praised and honoured 
for what he has done 
within the short period 
of time since he has held 
the reins. He has done 
what  previous state 
presidents were afraid 
to do; ducking and diving 
with shadow boxing tac- 
tics. 
We thank him for re- 

leasing our leaders who 
have spent more than 26 
years not only behind 
bars but their entire 
lives waiting for a new 
day; because the strug- 
gle did not begin and end 
with 26 years. It goes far 
beyond that when the 
pages of history were 
turned into bitterness; 
when the Union of South 
Africawas formed. 
These guys are our 

true leaders, they never 
accepted being used for 
white intentions. When I 
turn the pages of South 
African history, 1 take 
note that President FW 
de Klerk stands head 
and shoulders above the 
rest of his predecessors. 

But there is still a lot 
of cleaning to be done; 
such as the returning of 
the so-called homeland 
states. 

It is high time that our 
counterparts across the 
barrier lines stood up 
and produced a oneness 
of sound reasoning and 
built up a new non- 
racial, unitary South 
Africa. 

We must all fight 
apartheid. Let there be 
protection and security 
for all, not reservation. 
Let evey person in this 
country be proud of 
being South African. Let 
the doors and privileges 
be opened to all. 
LEN MORGAN   

%‘3—‘\0 =3 MC‘ , 

Let there be peace in our land 
ALLOW me to express my view on these senseless kil- 
lings which are happening at Imbali, Mpumalanga, 
Inanda, Mtuzuma and kwaMashu. 

Just what exactly is wrong with us Africans? 
Instead of facing “the enemy” we keep on killing each 
other. 

Even “the enemy” is now laughing at us. One day 
Iwas at Market Square and I wanted to relieve myself 
and I used the toilets next to the traffic offices near 
the bus rank for whites, and guess was I was inside 
the door. 

Big writing was on the door and it read thus: 
“Blacks are fools, they know only to kill each other”! 
This writing hurt me all the way home. 

Please ma Afrika amahle let there be peace in 
ourland. 

‘When I say let’s face “the enemy” I don’t mean we 
must fight him because there’s one thing for sure — 
we will never, ever conquer him. Families at Inanda 
and Mtuzuma have fled their homes because of these 
killings. What hurts more is that most of the killers 
know little ornothing at all about politics. 

Recently I was in Malawi to visit a friend with 
whom I studied at Fort Hare university. Almost the 
whole neighbourhood came and they asked me many 
questions, including: 
1. Just why exactly are you killing each other in South 
Africa. 
12. How many have been brought to book for these kil- 
lings? 

3. Who is really responsible for this black on black 
confrontation? 

Obviously there were no answers to these ques- 
tions. Their messsge to the whole of South Africa was 
— “Stop killing each other. Education is the key to the 
future becuase one day you will be free, so prepare 
yourselffor that time.” 
MARK, Edendale 

Unhappy about council system 
ALMOST if not all the people in Imbali own their 

dwellings. They possess title deeds or deeds of grant 
over them. Even the Department of Development Aid 
cannot dictate to them with whom to stay. 

They can stay with whites if they like. So who are 
the councillors to dictate to them? I know someone 
who works for the DDA and I know that the figures of 

those who did vote for them during the recent elec- 
tion show that Imbali residents do not want these 
councillors. 

Concerning these wards with councillors who 
were not opposed, the truth is that people simply say 

they did not have the time to oppose people they did 
not recognise. People do not favour the council struc- 
ture. 

Lastly I would like to remind Mr David Ntombela 

that things are bad in his area and it is time he at- 

tended to them and leave Imbali matters alone. 
ZABA KHUMALO, Plessislaer 
  

—————— 
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Molweni chief 
gunned down 
outside his kraal - 

Witness Reporter 
GUNMEN attacked and killed a Mol- 
weni chief outside his kraal, police 
said yesterday. 

Captain Coert Marais said that Chief 
Mbambo (60) of Molweni, near Hill- 
crest, died shortly after he was hit by 
shotgun fire at 5am on Tuesday. He 
had just walked out of his kraal when 
the assailants gunned him down. 

His death came shortly before a com- 
bined plea from Law and Order Minis- 
ter Adriaan Vlok and KwaZulu Chief 
Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi for an 
end to the violence. 

A 23-year-old man, Mr Msayinelwa 
Dhlamini, who lives in the same kraal 
as Chief Mbambo, was wounded. 

Captain Marais said a small calibre 
firearm had been used to shoot Mr Dh- 
lamini. He was taken to King Edward 
Hospital in Durban where his condi- 
tion is said to be “satisfactory”. 
Three other men were killed and 

three injured in unrest-related inci- 
dents in the Transvaal and Natal in the 
24-hour period ending on Tuesday 
night, according to the official police 
unrest report. b 
Two black men were killed at Mgoba 

in Natal when a group of men opened 
fire at a home with a shotgun. In a clash 
between strikers and non-strikers at 
Tembisa, East Rand, one man was 
killed and three seriously injured.   

  

Witness Rewrfirg 
POLICE yesterday sub- 
poenaed two witnesses 
to the murder of Prince 
“Hlele” Makhaye to 
make statements be- 
fore a Hammarsdale 
magistrate concerning 
the shooting of the 
youth. 

Prince was fatally 
shot in the stomach out- 
side Ingede Higher Pri- 
mary School in Mpuma- 
langa on Thursday, 
November 30. Accord- 
ing to a teacher, his 
friends, and family, 
Prince was waiting 
with other children to 
collect his end of year 
school report. 
Two of his friends 

made statements to the 
KwaZulu Police. 

   

      

NEWSm— 

Police ‘reluctant’ 
to attend inquest? 

Witness Reporter 
SENIOR police officers, impli- 
cated in claims of a police hit 

. squad, showed a “discernable 
!\ reluctance” to give evidence to 

a Durban inquest, counsel for 
the families of four dead youths 
claimed yesterday. 

Mr Guido Penzhorn was com- 
menting on the fact that the 
three officers did not appear in 
court despite being officially re- 
quested to do so. 

Counsel for the Minister of 
Law and Order, Mr Gideon Lotz 
SC, strongly denied there was 
any reluctance on the part of the 
three to appear in court. 
Each day this week, the court 

?hss heard a different re;son for 
'€ non-appearance of Briga- 

dier Willem Schoon, Major Eu- 
gene de Kock and Lieutenant 
Paulvan Dyk. 

On Monday the prosecutor 
said they could not be “tracked 
down”. They were on “voluntary 
suspension” and did not have to 
leave their addresses. 

However, the magistrate 
authorised subpoenas to be is- 
sued. . 

On Tuesday the court was told 

lowing day because of “time 
problems”. 
Yesterday the court was told 

their non-appearance was dus 
toa “misunderstanding”. g 

Mr Lotz, who was himself not 
at court on Monday and Tues- 
day, told the court yesterday he 
had been given to understand 
that the case was not going to 
proceed this week. 
Yesterday Mr Penzhorn read 

out a letter written by the attor- 
ney acting for the families, Mr 
Bheka Shezi, to Natal’s Attor- 
ney-General asking for the A-G’s 
help in securing the attendance 
ofthe police. 

He said that in the light of 
_ their absence despite a police 
“departmental directive” to at- 
tend, the only inference was 
that they were “playing fast and 
loose with the court”. | 

The magistrate, Mr Ben Oli- 
vier, has now ordered that the 
three officers, as well as three 
“turned” ANC members, be sub- 
poenaed to appear from Jan- 
uary 24 to 31 next year. 
The inquest follows an inci- 

dent in which police opened 
fire on a group of youths in June 
1986, killing four. 

  

Inquest into 
death of 
'Policeman 

Witness Reporte AN inquest is to berheld 

  

De Klerk, 
Buthelezi 4, 
hold talks 

they would not appear the fol- 
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the KwaZulu Police, Bri. | gadier Jac Buchner,'s?i.:i | the constable had been accidentally” shot by 5 

KwaZulu Police, byt the 
the S.A.P. riof j iga- tion unit’ A spopesE: 

inquin’es, no detail garding etails re- 
have bee thes,A.p,n released by 

ulu policeman, Specia] SOonAtable Thembinkosi hange, who was nd killed by a );lemsll;g: f the SA Police in Mpu- ;loalanxn on November 
The commissioner of 

ember of the §.A.p, A murder docket was itially opened by the 

Se was taken over by 

specific 

€ incident 

the death of a Kwa- 

  

     
     
    

STATE President F.W. 
de Klerk and KwaZulu 
Chief Minister Mangosu- 
thu Buthelezi met yester- day at Bothahuis on the soutl:ocout, in a follow- 
up a meeti 
November3o = " 

The State President’s 
office said a variety of 
matters of mutual con- 
cern  were discussed, 
which included admini 

  

KwaZulu and Natal, 
The main point of dis- 

cussion was, however, 
ways and means to en- hance the process of 
negotiation and how to 
address the obstacles 
impeding negotiations, 
—Sapa.   

  

  
trative aspects as well as [= the current violence in r 

  

 



The yeayl; Mandel 
As the year draws to a close, one 
ponders on how to characterise it. Fu- 
ture historians may well identify 1989 
as the year in which Mr Nelson Man- 
dela emerged from the legend sur- 
rounding his name to take on a more 
definite shape. 

The year was marked by a se- 
ries of talks between the jailed Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) leader - 
who last month commemorated his 
27 th year in prison — and a series of 
eminent South Africans . 

His interlocutors included Messrs 
F W de Klerk and P W Botha, South 
Africa’s present and immediate past 
presidents. 

The stream of visitors to Mr Man- 
dela’s bungalow in the grounds of the 
Vietor Verster prison embraced a 
wide range of people; they included 
Mr Japhta Masemola, of the rival 
Pan-Africanist Congress, Mr Richard 
Maponya and Mr Sam Motsuenyane, 
two black business notables, and, of 
course, leaders of the pro-ANC Mass 
Democratic Movement (MDM). 

The first point to emerge from 
these meetings is that Mr Mandela is 
still a loyal member of the ANC. It is 
an important, if self-evident, point. 

Judging from comments emanat- 
ing from ruling circles, starting with 
President de Klerk, the view persists 
that Mr Mandela is less committed to 
armed struggle and an altogether 
nicer and more reasonable fellow 
than his comrades in Lusaka or even 
in the MDM at home. It may be a 
geniune view; it may be a Machiavel- 
lian attempt to drive a wedge be- 
tween Mr Mandela and the leadership 
corps of the ANC-MDM camp. 

A careful reading of Mr Mandela’s 
statement after his meeting with Mr 
Botha shows that his position is the 
same as that of the ANC’s. 

Mr Mandela stressed that his posi- 
tion had not deviated for the last 28 
years, “namely that dialogue with the 
Mass Democratic Movement, and in 
particular with the ANC, is the only 

  

Mr F W de Klerk ... ANC leader 
wants to pre-empt his plans. 

  
Mr Sam Motsuenycne ... visited 

Mr Mandela in prison. 

  

  

There is some anxiety in extra-parliamentary circles that Mr Mandela 
may have been outmanouevred by his captors into unwittingly compromis- 
ing the ANC. But it seems Mr Mandela is striving to form as broad an 
alliance as possible between anti-apartheid forces. PATRICK LAURENCE   reports. 
  

way of ending violence and bringing 
peace to our country”. 

His choice of the phrase “the last 28 
years’ is important. It takes him 
back to 1961 when the ANC, despair- 
ing of a peaceful solution after it had 
been outlawed and its leaders denied 
the opportunity of organising peace- 
ful protest, formed its underground 
army, Umkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of 
the Nation), and, on December 16 of 
that year, embarked on armed resis- 
tance. 

There was nothing in his statement 
of July 12 or in subsequent events to 
contradict the declaration he made 
throught his daughter, Ms Zinzi Man- 
dela, on February 10 1985: “I am a 
member of the African National Con- 
gress,” he said then in response to Mr 

Botha's offer to free him if he ren- 
ounced armed struggle. “I will re- 
main a member of the African Na- 
tional Congress until the day I die. 
Oliver Tambo (the ANC president) is 
much more than a brother to me. He 
is my greatest friend and comrade 
for nearly 50 years ... 

“It was only when all other forms 
of resistance were no longer open to 
us that we turned to armed struggle. 
Let Botha show that he is different 
from Malan, Strijdom and Verwoerd. 
Let him renounce violence.” 

Give or take a sentence or two, 
Mr Mandela’s statement of July 12, 
read in conjuction with his last public 
declaration of February 1985, 
amounts to endorsement of the ANC’s 
present position on negotiations as 

outlined in the Harare Declaration. . 
These elementary deductions are 

necessary because of anxieties in 
extra-parliamentary opposition cir- 
cles — and even the MDM — that Mr | 
Mandela may have been outman- | 
ouevred by his captors into unwit- 
tingly compromising the ANC. 

There is another side to Mr Mande- 
la, however; it may have fuelied con- 
cern that he has somehow strayed 
from the true path. He has increas- 
ingly emerged in the past few months 
as the elder statesmen of black na- 
tionalism. He is emphatically non- 
sectarian in outlook; his loyalty to the 
ANC does not preclude co-operation 
with anti-apartheid forces of a differ- 
ent ideological hue. 2 
Extrapolating between the lines, it 

seems that Mr Mandela is striving to 
form as broad an alliance as possible 
between anti-apartheid forces. His 
strategic objective, it appears, is two- 
fold: to pre-empt any plan by Mr de 
Klerk to deploy the age old strata- 
gem of divide and rule and to fore- 
stall a debilitating internecine strug- 
gle in black ranks. 

It is in that context that his talks 
with Mr Masemola and black busi- 
ness leaders should be seen; it is 
against the same background that his 
letter to the Zulu leader and Inkatha 
president, Chief Mangosuthu Buthele- 
zi, should be viewed. 
Where Chief Buthelezi and the ANC 

haye been involved in a public ex- 
change of insults, Mr Mandela wrote, 
to the Inkatha president, welcoming 
his role in fighting for the release of 
political prisoners. 

He then added: “The most challeng- 
ing task facing the leadership today is 
that of national unity.” 

Mr Mandela’s quest to see whether 
the road to a negotiated settlement 
can be opened up again, and his pur- | 
suit of a united front of anti-apartheid 
forces, is in line with his imminent 
public re-entry into the political 
arena as the non-secetarian sage of 
the struggle. 

7  
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unrest 
DURBAN — A top-level con- 
ference to which representa- 
tives of the central and Kwa- 
Zulu governments, commerce, 
trade and industry will be in- 
vited, is to be arranged by the 
Durban city council to find so- 
lutions to the unrest in Natal. - 

The council’s management com- 
mittee chairman Jan Venter said 
yesterday he supported state- 
ments by Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok and KwaZulu Chief 
Minister Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
that the killings would not be 
stopped by political solutions but 
:iat er by goodwill and co-opera- 

ion. 
He said a recent survey in the 

squatter settlements showed the 
people themselves regarded em- 
Floymeut as their highest priority, 
followed by transport, water, edu- 
cagon x;‘sl hming,hin that ord'i; 

‘or this reason, he agreed 
city of Durban should play an ac- 
tive role in the economic develop- 
ment of the region, reports Sapa. 

Venter :said the conference 
‘would be an active meeting place 
for. all people and organisations 

committed to finding solutions, 
from where plans would be spelt 
out to the province. 

A steering committee to 
arrange the conference would be 
formed on January 9, he said. 

Our Durban Correspondent re- 
ports that Inkatha and the UDF 
met in secret in Durban this week 
amid speculation that the stalled 
peace talks between the two or- 
ganisations are to be reconvened. 

Sources said yesterday another 
meeting was scheduled for early 
this morning to discuss the possi- 
ble re-opening of the peace accord. 

Critical 
'c‘mwdflleimmwbedis- 

were not only the ideologi- 
cal conflict between the two or- 
ganisations, but the root causes of 
the violence, which were largely - 
socio-economic. 

These sensitive negotiations 
have come at a time when the 
violence in the townships has 
reached critical proportions, ac- 
cording to DP MP Peter Gastrow. 

Gastrow said he agreed with 
Vlok’s statement that a change of 

  

heart was needed to end the kill- 
ing, but that it should not apply to 
township dwellers only. 

“An end to hatred must start at 
home for all South Africans, and in 
particular in the government’s 
own backyard,” he said. 

“You cannot enforce the Group 
Areas Act, withhold political 
rights and discriminate widely on 
the basis of race, and then expect 
everyone to be happy. 

“For any longer-term solution 
peace talks need to be held, eco- 
nomic- upliftment and infrastruc- 
ture need to be provided, and the 
community of the greater Durban 
area neoi’dusl ‘mmuke g:g c;ollect.ive 
res; ity in working for peace 
and stability in the area.” 
o Sla:a reports that President F W 

rk and Buthelezi met yester- 
day at Bothahuis on the Natal 
South in a follow-up to a 
;eefing in Pretoria on November 

The President’s office said a va- 
riety of matters of mutual concern 
'were discussed, including adminis- 
trative aspects and the violence ing 

N KwaZulu and Natal. 

  

     ANC leader Waltor Sisulu, 77, released from prison in. 
October, works out on an exercise bicycle in his home in 

l Soweto. £ REUTER |   
  

  
 



     
}“DAY is the last chlncehf:rhw 

Johannesburg. households, ve 
had their electricity cut off, to settle 
their before Christmas. 

ey 
Christmas by torchlight unless flwy 
settle their accounts today. 

reanwascutofflmmeumberzo 
to December 13. 

The total amount in arru.rswu 
about R5m and about R1m has since 

been 
electflcl ‘had subsequently been re- 

Hesnid the council did not expect 
thehfllnmnuumbepndbefiorem 
electricity was restored. 

People could come to the City Hall 
today or tomorrow to make some 
arrangement. They would have to   

paid by 973 households whose - 

‘onl“rldny 

  

faébé' ‘1'ffi%§)nf(é firke :,y 
| 

make arrangements wPaymm 

and the accruing amounts over a cer- 

The spokesman said he felt the | 
electricity cuts had been justified as 
offenders had been repeatedly 
warned over a number of months to 
pay their accounts. 

the power bor inthe indvidusy 
homes. 53:3« it was discovered 
that some residents broke the seals - 
and continued to have a power sup- 

l%'he m:‘ffilh had thus mlnyt”tdthw 
breaking Erwflr at the 
P°le, which woulg requue;bn more 

Ifdebuweresetflefitodl resi- 
denucauldexpecnheirelectflmy 
supp wberennredbycnmm_         

plyso%offlulracmntandm 
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WANTED: A 
TUESDAY’S visit to the 
trife-torn black townshi 
und Durban by the - 

ter of Law and Order, the 
Chief Minister of KwaZulu 
)and police commissioners is 
a-welcome sign that the 
lawlessness that has 
claimed hundreds of lives - 
and left thousands home- 
less may now get the atten- 
ition it deserves. 
There is no doubt that 

what Law Minister Adriaan 
Vlok saw on the scorched 
and fear-haunted hillsides 
of Inanda made a deep im- 
pression on hlidmllm 5 

‘Brother is brother. 
South Africans are Killing 
South Africans. If we don’ 
sto]ianhating each other, the 
killing will continue. It will 
not end until there is a 
change of heart’, said Mr 
Vlok. 

For a Government minis- 
ter that is quite an impas- 
sioned statement, as far as 
it goes. But citizens anx- 
iously guarding their lives 
and property, as well as ref- 
ugees who have fled from 
what is virtually a zone of 
anarchy terrorised by war- 
lords and rival gangs, will 
be looking for something 
more concrete and reassur- 
ing than that from the Gov- 
ernment, whose first res- 
E}onsibility is to maintain 

w and order. 
Assurances that police 

and security reinforcements 
will do all in their power to 
protect lives and property 
are less than convincing 
when it is admitted in the 
same breath that the vio- 
lence, which has deep socio- 
economic and political 
‘roots, will be solved only 
‘when the people in the 

  

      
areas rid themselves of their 
mutual hostility’.. 

In the face of such re- 
sounding truisms, it may be 
that the way out lies in the 
response an Israeli general 
ave when his back was to 
e wall: ‘Be realistic — be- 

lieve in miracles!’ 
Mr Viok and Dr Buthelezi, 

not being Jewish, don’t 
have quite the same chutz- 
pah. But there is little 
doubt in our editorial mind 
that they — and all others 
who are ac&:fi})ted as politi- 
cal, community, trade un- 
ion or religious leaders, 
right across the spectrum — 

have to tgull a few mir- 
acles out of the bag if peace 
and order are to be restored 
to the black townships of 
Natal. 

But miracles don’t hap- 
pen by themselves. The first 
duty of leaders is to lead, to 
set an example to their fol- 
lowers. Some have done so. 
But too often influential 
voices that should be speak- 
ing out strongly for toler- 
ance, moderation and co- 
operation have been muted, 
ambiguous, or seeming to 
utter soft war-cries in the 
wings. 

Is a representative ‘peace 
summit’ on township vio- 
lence too much of a miracle 
for Natal’s agonised black 
communities to hope for? 
The Churches have al- 

ready done much to pro- 
mote peace and negot- 
iation. As the putative 
specialists in miracles, a 
fresh initiative by them 
could provide the elgtsive 

  

catalyst for a meeting of 
minds. The alternative 
hardly bears thinking 
about. e c 
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ki 
S THE ruling Zanu (PF) 

gure course for Zimbabwe, 
esident Mugabe called on 

his countrymen in ringing 
tones to keep following him 
along the road of socialism. 
But he seemed to be pointing 
in two different directions. 

Socialism in Zimbabwe, he 
said, had to be built on Marx- 
ist-Leninist principles. But 
then he said that account must 
also be taken of the realities of 
history and the positive gains 
made by the old order — by 
which he presumably meant 
the capitalist regimes of Rho- 
desia. 

. Viewed kindly, Mr Mugabe’s 
remarks suggest he favours a 
continuation of the relatively 
moderate socialism his party 
has promoted since it won 
power in 1980, which amounts 
to a form of compromise be- 
tween Marxism and free en- 
térprise. 
_But a different interpreta- 

tion might be made by some 
observers, notably the poten- 
tial foreign investors who have 

risk their capital in a Zim- 
babwe preaching Marxism 
loudly. - 

- There is no good evidence 
that this situation has been 
much improved by the recent 
liberalising of Zimbabwe’s in- 
vestment code. Foreign ex-   
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rty met this week to.chart a | 

been singularly unwilling to 

is riding 
. two chargers 

change remains desperately 
short. It is unlikely to be 
helped by Mr Mugabe’s speech 
this week. If anything, inves- 
tors will be made even more 
nervous than before by his ref- 
erences to Marxism-Leninism 
which does, after all, require 
the means of production to be 
placed in the hands of the 
State. 

Mr Mugabe is thought by 
knowledgeable observers to be 
spiritually dedicated to Marx- 
ism but to be realistic enough 
to know that its immediate ap- 
plication in Zimbabwe would 
ruin the country. Hence his 
pragmatic approach. ; 

Elements in his own party, * 
noting the social disasters that 
have resulted from Marxism 
elsewhere in Africa and in 
Eastern Europe, are believed 
to favour backing away from 
extreme socialism. Mr Mugabe 
may have been reflecting this 
dissension in his challenge to 
his party to commit itself to 
socialism and his rhetorical 
question: “Are our paths going 
to go in different directions?” 

His own attitude suggests he 
chooses, if not to ignore the 
lessons of Africa and of East- 
ern Europe, at least to tem- 
porise with them. But he does 
so at his peril — or, worse, 
at the peril of his country and 
his people. 

  

  

   



  

Undermanned police 
NigaL Mekcury, 21 BEcEmber /487, 

cannot stop v101ence 
Political Reporter 
—_— 

| IF 2000 whites had been shot, stahb 
burned and mutilated in the contim tai 
violence, then surely something woul have 

been done about it. 

This point is made by mJohnmtchlson,ofthe 
Centre lor Adu.lt Educanon at _the Universi 
Natal in Pietermaritzburg, in the latest issue of 
cator, a project of the Centre for Social and Devel- 
onment tudies based at the University of Natal in 

Mr Aitchisol comu that one of the most damaging 
effects of the ct is the perception that it is be- 

cause black life is not valued that the violence has 
been a!lowedmw continue. AT 5 

He says State seems and unable to 
conmn the violence. 

Aitchison says commentators hnve ascribed 
f.h!atovanouammns including the State keeping 
the radicals and Inkatha busy destlx‘oglng one an- 
other and using ‘dirty tricks’ to t promising 

peace initiatives. 

In addition, there is the view that official sources 

ot flvfiy%‘bmu’ ol And radicals, and murderous, as, efini 
however reasonable and peace-lovlzsg as working 
for the African National Congress, he says. 

e o ncombetcncs and 3 hopeewly on sheer ce a 
undermanned 

He says the business mrm- nppem nmllnrly,‘ 
pnralysecL - T G DU 

me hablt of mm:.cnfl'e“fl‘fltl 
g the security estab- 

ushment and arta 
through an inal 
believe that their * t{em- 
orary ally’ 

suthu Buthele'n 
Chief Minister of 
KwaZulu, mlght have 
‘feet of clay’ at the local 
mel, Mr Aitchison 

ites. 
‘The system of justice 

appears to be paralysed 
as well,’ he says. 

‘In spite of a conserva- 
tive estimate of 2 000 
deaths in Natal over th 

two years, the mur- 
| dex mm can probably ' 

wegn one’s fin- 

‘lt l.s t hard to un- 
derstand why, in the ' 
townships, direct action 
to gain revenge seems 
averwhelmln y more 
effective. 

  
Wfl 

sue, Mr nv!n oods d!- 
rector of the Inkatha 

itute, recent re- 

dra 
views with townuhi 
residents, shows that 
most, 90% of the inci- 
dents of t.ownshlg 
violence mt;e:“ n‘t;et 
were perpetrated, bu 
not_necessarily instigat- 
ed, by youths.   

  
 



  

  

All but the loony Right felt an exhi- 
lerating fresh breeze blowing 
through politics as President de 
Klerk seized the helm from the ail- 
ing President Botha and set a new 
course for South Africa. 

And there was general relief that 
at last the country seemed to be out 
of the doldrums. 

velopment was the SA Govern- 
ment’s recognition at last that it 
would have to deal with the African 
National Congress (ANC) and other 

| resistance movements politically 
| and not just militarily. 

Though by year’s end this had not 
been explicitly stated in public, it 
was implicit in President de Klerk’s 
actions such as the release of unre- 
glenunt ANC leaders headed by Mr 

alter Sisulu, allowing mass 
marches, rallies and conferences, 
and in the meetings between Mr 
Nelson Mandela, first with- Presi- 
dent Botha and then with President 
de Klerk. 

Similarly, in the courts heavy jail 
sentences for pursuing the aims of 
the ANC were drastically reduced 
or done away with on appeal. 

Clear signal 

And President de Klerk’s aboli- 
tion of the National Management 
System (NMS), the securocrat-run 
secret Government which conduct- 
ed a counter-revolutionary strategy 

4 of harsh security action coupled 
with welfare measures, gave a clear 
sAifixéal of a new approach to the 

  

€ These actions in effect unbanned 
the ANC and presaged the release 
of Mr Mandela. 

The new approach had many 
causes: 
@ The ousting of the autocrat Presi- 
dent Botha released pent-up refor- 
mist energies becoming evident 
inside the National Party. 
@ The collapse of communism 
reduced the threat of the ANC. 
@ Sanctions pressure on South Afri- 
ca as well as international pressure   

South 
turned 

Perhaps the most important de- . 

1593 

    

EW ushers in ‘jaw-jaw’ not ‘war-war’ 

’89 gave hope that 
frica has 

the corner / 
  

  

By PETER FABRICIUS, 
Political Correspondent 

The year will surely be remembered as a watershed in South Afri- 
can politics. It was one of the most eventful in recent times and 

seemed to carry us, at last, to the threshold of.real change.   
  

on Pretoria and the ANC for a polit- 
ical solution both increased. 

At a June meeting in London 
British Prime Minister Mrs Mar- 
garet Thatcher apparently told Mr. 
de Klerk bluntly that he would have 
to make real changes if ie wanted 
her to continue fighting sanctions. 

The successful Namibian experi- 
ence also boosted confidence in ne- 
otiations and the South African 
vernment probably took heart at 

Swapo’s failure to win a two-thirds 
majority in the elections for a con- 
stituent assemly, preventing it from" 
writing the constitution alone. 

The ANC was rapidly stepping up 
the pressure for negotiations, proba- 
bly because it was also under 
pressure from the Soviet Union. 

On August 21 an OAU committee 
endorsed the so-called Harare Dec- 
laration, which set out the ANC’s 
stance on negotiations. 

It declared that apartheid could 
be ended thrwgwnegofintinu if the 
South African ernment met the 
familiar conditions of lifting the 
state of emergency, unbanning po- 
litical organisations, etc, etc. 

And though the MDM/BCM Con- 
ference for a Democratic Future in 
Johannesburg in December de- 
clared that the South African Gov- 
ernment was not ready for negotia- 
tions, and that mass defiance action 
should continue, it also significantly 
endorsed the Harare Declaration. 

The ANC moved rapidly to have 
the Harare Declaration approved by 
the world community and by year’s 
end the UN General Assembly had 
endorsed it, with some excisions. 

This put the pressure on the South 
African Government and in private 
it expressed fear that it might be 
losing the initiative to the ANC. 

It also declared itself ready to 
meet all the usual conditions for ne- 

gotiations and in several year-end 
special Cabinet sessions began to 
thrash out a constitutional package 
it could reasonably put on the table. 

Though details were skimpy, Con- 
stitutional Development Minister 
Dr Gerrit Viljoen made it clear 
Government’s group-based ap- 
groach was no longer non-negotia- 

le. He accepted that right at the 
start of negotiations, the Group. 
Areas Act and Population Registra- 
tion Act would be done away. 

Already Mr de Klerk had an- 
nounced the scrapping of the Reser- 

vation of Separate Amenities Act, 

another great Yil]ar of apartheid. 
These developments seemed to 

have set the stage for the release of 
Mr Mandela, the lifting of the emer- 

gency, the unbanning of the ANC, 
and hence a dramatic political con- 
test in the 1990s with the 77-year-old 
organisation emerging from 28 
years underground. 

President de Klerk’s rapid moves 
in just three months from his inau- 
guration on September 20 wholly 
overshadowed the events of before. 

PW’s stroke 
e ) 

But none of it would have been 
gossible without the stroke which 
resident Botha (remember him?) 

suffered on January 18. 
The stroke forced him to resign 

the leadership of the National Party 
on February 2. 

After Parliament adjourned ear- 
lier than usual, late in May, the 

NP set off to the hustings in low 
spirits. 

The leadership of the party was 
unclear, the economy was rapidly 

sliding into recession and the brand- 
new Democratic Party, a merger 
of three anti-apartheid parties, was 
now up and running. 
  

  

 



Font‘ r president P W Botha ... . bowed out ungraciously by going on 

  

  
television to criticise the party. 

The NP unveiled an election man- 

ifesto — the Five Year Action plan 

— which included the usual protec- 

tion of group rights though within a 

more flexible approach, but also 

stressed the NP’s intentions of 

creating a real democracy and 

breaking our world isolation. 

The NP’s election speeches most- 

ly played on the reformist aspects 

of the manifesto and many political 

observers concluded that the Gov- 

ernment was competing for the DP 

support and more or less ignoring 

the Conservative Party. 

In the election it became increas- 

ingly obvious, even to the Govern- 

ment, that it was going to lose sup- 

port to both the Left and the Right. 

The NP’s majority in Parliament 

was slashed by 60 votes to 21 as the 

NP won 93 seats, the CP 39 and the 

DP 33. So many seats became mar- 

ginal that just a few thousand votes 

going the other way would have 

realised a hung parliament. But de- 

sl:ite gaining 17 seats, the CP fell 

short of its expectations in an elec- 

tion that should have favoured it, 

and seemed to be peaking. 

Shrewd move 
P 

In any event, Mr de Klerk made a 

shrewd move by taking the NP and 

DP combined support as a 70 per- 

cent mandate for reform, rather to 

the annoyance of the DP, and set off 

on his new course. 

Many loose political ends re- 

mained untied as the year ended. 

But at least President de Klerk 

had begun seriously to unravel the 

tangled knot of SA politics. 

  
e — 

  

  
 



  

  

The Star’s Africa News Service 
HARARE — risoned ANC lead- 
er Mr Nelson Mandela has been 
talking to the exiled secretary-gen- 
eral of the organisation, Mr Alfred 
Nzo, and the organisation’s secre- 
tary for external affairs, Mr Thabo 
Mbeki, on the telephone, it has been 
disclosed here. 

Details of the telephone conversa- 
tions were first given yesterday by 
President Mugabe of Zimbabwe who 
said Mr Nzo had passed on to him a 
message from Mr Mandela on the oc- 
casion of the inaugural congress of the 
new united Zanu (PF) party. 

Mr Mugabe said: “We have received 
a mesage from Comrade Nelson Man- 
dela and Comrade Nzo informed me at 
dinner last night that he had been talk- 
ing with Mandela. 

“We of this congress feel very grate- 
ful and delighted and pleasantly 
Turprised at this message from Mande- 
a.”     

‘Mandela spoke 
)y QN%;eaders‘-‘“ 

phone 
Today The Herald newspaper re- 

ported that the telephone contact be- 
tween Mr Nzo and Mr Mandela was 
the first they had had for more than 30 
years. 1 

It added that Mr Mandela had also 
held a telephone conversation with Mr 
‘Thabo Mbeki. 

Mr Mandela was reported to be in 
high spirits and good health. & 
Yesterday the ANC said in Lusaka it 

fully supported the series of talks 
carried out by Mr Mandela. 

A spokesman for the ANC con-' 
demned accusations that Mr Mandela 
was conducting the talks without con- 
sulting the ANC leadership. 

“Such charges are mlglgtaly,out of 
context because people to under- 
stand that Mr Mandela has been con- 
sulting the Mass Democratic Move- 
ment,” the s said. 

He said, however, that it was wrong 
to label the talks being carried out by 
Mr Mandela as negotiations because no 
negotiations had yet started. 

     

  

Prisoner sent regards to Mugabe 

   

  

  
  

 



  

Israe i 

at vi DSA‘C{ 
curity officials, black South African 

anti-apartheid leader Archbishop Des- 

mond Tutu will be an unwelcome 

Christmas guest when he preaches to 

Z;léesfinlnm‘ in Bethlehem this week- 

Tutu, a Nobel laureate and 
head of South Africa’s Anglican 

church, is due to arrive tomorrow and 

Jead Christmas masses in Jerusalem 

and the traditional birthplace of Jesus, 

Bethlehem in the occupied ‘West Bank. 

Israeli security officials say they 

fear the outspoken churchman, sure 

wbetollowedbyanannyonel
evi- 

uiancammx,emldprwidea
boon   

    

security 
197 . 
s hit x 
New l 

of Tutu 
to the Palestinian uprising. 

“He should make clear that his visit 

is to make not to arouse feel- 

ings,” said Yossi Olmert, director of 

the Government Press Office. 

The 70000 Palestinians who are 

Christians face a third gloomy Christ- 

mas since their uprising against Israe- 

lindebepanecemmo
.lw7. 

  
Many say they feel 

trapped between Jewish 

occupiers, whom they re- 

sent, and a resurgent 

Muslim fundamentalist 

movement known as 

‘Hamas, which they fear. 

Hamas angered Chris- 

tians this year by calling 

a general strike on 

Christmas Day in honour 

of an obscure Palestinian 

Muslim cleric killed in 

Pakistan. 

Residents are con- 

temptuous of the three 

rows of police barricades 

in the middle of the 

laza, to be used for 

checkpoints and road- 

blocks during Christmas. 

Nearly 600 Palestin- 

ians have been killed by 

Israelis in the uprising, 

! most shot by troops.— 

Sapa-Reuter 

  
  

  

 



    

the last few months of the 
r — the first a defeat 

for the trade union and the 
second apparently headed the 
same way — have temporarily 
drawn attention away from the 
fact that the labour movement 
has made substantial progress in 

| various fields in 1989. 
This year the unions emerged even 

‘more strongly as the pivotal political 
force internally among the militant 
anti-aj eid organisations. Cosatu 
went further, exerting a strong influ- 
ence on the banned ANC and SACP. 

With all the talk of political nego- 
tiation, it is worth remembering that 
the first hints of what was to come 
emerged from union conferences. 

Back in May, at its annual confer- 
ence, Numsa became the first or- 
ganisation seriously to address the 
question, laying down the six now 
well-known preconditions for negoti- 
ation that were to become part of the 
Harare Declaration. 

The document, which has now 
attained international prominence, 
was finalised at a meeting in Lusaka 
in July between Cosatu, the UDF, the 
ANC and the SACP. 

“nion influence on these organisa- 
tions is reflected in policy as well as 
strategy. The ANC constitutional 
guidelines, unlike the Freedom 
Charter, entrench the right to strike. 

The recently published, SACP- 
drafted, Workers’ Charter does the 
same and makes further concessions 
to _independent trade unionism and 
other “workerist” concerns that the 
SACP stood for a centralised state 
where workers would have not many 
more rights than they enjoy today. 

This development is also a reflec- 
tion of the fact that the old charterist 
versus workerist conflicts within 
Cosatu have all but been resolved. 
Those formerly labelled workerists 
can now say they are satisfied the 
labour movement is to be an equal 
partner in the Cosatu/MDM/ANC 
alliance, rather than a.mere appen- 
dage. 

it the very least, the two group- 
ings have reached a “strategic com- 
promise” which will, in the medium 
term, take them undivided through 
the critical political times ahead 
when uni be paramount. 

Nactu, the number two federation,   

1n 

oD 

leadipg 
many arenas 

VHNESS 

Dew 19 
pl\gfiyers 

Unions are now 
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has taken its place as a leader of the 
Africanist sector of the anti-apart- 
heid movement. Several members of 
the newly-formed Pan Africanist 
Movement executive are also promi- 
nent officials of Nactu and its affili- 
ates. 

Nactu, however, has been less suc- 
cessful than Cosatu in resolving in- 
ternal divisions. Conflict between 
the Africanists and BC adherents has 
come into the o — in disputes 
over attending the March Worker 
Summit and the December Confer- 
ence for a Democratic Future, and 
the resignation of eral secretary 
Piroshaw Camay. Next year is likely 
to be a troubled one for the feder- 
ation for this reason. 

As anticipated, the Labour Rela- 
tions Act again proved to be the main 
focus of union attention. Joint Cosa- 
tu/Nactu action, in the form of work 
stayaways, overtime bans and con- 
sumer boycotts were conducted with 
varying degrees of effectiveness. 

But probably the most effective 
rt of the campa‘_lifn was conducted 

y Numsa in April and May when, 
during a rash of wildcat strikes, it 
refused to allow union officials to 
intervene, citing fear of section 79(2) 
which simplifies damages actions 
against unions for losses sustained 
during unlawful strikes. 

This exacerbated the disputes, and 
forced government and employers to 
concede the law was not serving its 
purpose of minimising unlawful 

strikes. As a result, this section will 
probably be repealed next year. 

Agreement between the unions 
and employer federation Saccola on 
changes to the Act remains elusive, 
and the Manpower Minister’s re- 
uest to the National Manpower 
mmission for recommendations 

on restructuring the law is unlikely 
to be finalised in 1990. Further indus-, 
trial action by the unions can be 
anticipated. 

The Industrial Court faced its own 
upheavals, with former president 
Daan Ehlers being relieved of his 
duties. 

Despite the tightening up of the 
economy from mid-year, the labour 
movement managed to keep wage 
increases appreciably above the in- 
flation rate. An Andrew Levy, Johan 
Piron & Associates survey for the 
first nine months of the year found 
average negotiated increases to 
have been 17,4%. 

For the first time since 1983, the 
two major sets of negotiations in the 
metal and mining industries were 
both concluded without strikes. 

But 1990 is likely to be more diffi- 
cult, especially in those sectors serv- 
ing the local consumer market. Indi- 
cations are that real, and possibly 
even nominal, consumer l{e‘:dm‘ 
will decline and the bottom eso% 

retail sector companies and their 
suppliers will be hard hit. 

, companies will resist acced- 
ing to demands for increases in the 
16% to 20% range as unions have 
come to expect in t years — a 
recipe for intensified wage conflict. 

Apart from Sats and , the most 
prominent strikes of the year oc- 
f)nerred in the motor industry and at 

Beers. 
In contrast to the actions at SAB 

and Sats, the De Beers strike was 
conducted by both management and 
the NUM with a degree of coolness 
seldom seen before in the 
industry — a good omen for the 
future. 

The two-week motor industry 
strike in August, while its purpose 
was less clear, was nevertheless 
linked to an issue which will prob- 
ably become another major flash- 
point of 1990 — plant-level versus 
national collective bargaining. 

tralied bargating, purporidly 1 , purportedly to 
create more rational negotiating 
forums suited to the needs of individ- 
ual companies and plants. The 
unions, on the other hand, see this as 
a c{nical industrial equivalent of a 
divide and rule policy — to weaken 
their industrywide bargaining 
power. 

Numsa won its struggle for a 
national collective bargfinlng forum 
in the motor industry. But union vic- 
tories on this issue were far less 
frequent than defeats. 

lied nion     
setback with the closure of the print- 
ing industrial council. The Chemical 
Workers’ Industrial Union made no 
Pro; in its efforts to create a 
s!nmgfinlng forum for the pet- 
roleum sector. 

There is now a great deal of union 
talk about a major campaign against 
Barlow Rand, the leading corporate 
roponent of decentralised bargain- 

. Should the relevant unions get 
their act together, we will see a bit- 
ter test of strength. 

The unions have had greater suc- 
cess in beginning to address the 
Kroblems of building adequate 
ealth and welfare structures. The 
NUM and the Chamber of Mines es: 
tablished a new provident fund an 
Seifsa yielded to a long-standing. 
{{:mn demand for cgnverfin the 
industry’s ion fund into a i 

ble. be“l-x}:fitp?::d. 
’l'llet CWIU, meanwhile, is begi‘n 

ning to see signs of progress in iti 
efforts to establish its own retire 
ment benefit fund. 

A transformation of medical aid 
systems, led by Numsa on the union 
side, is another development which 
will gain momentum in the years to 
come. Numsa is busy negotiating 
with Seifsa the establishment of a 
%fisficawd health care system. 

unions, in co-operation; witl 
community groups, are also making 
an important contribution to finding 
solutions to the housing shortage. 

In 1990, privatisation and deregu- 
lation policies will require a sophisti- 
cated union response. Numsa’s inter- 
ventionist res to the Iscor 
share offer, and economic studies led 
by its education officer Alec Erwin, 
reported on recently, suggest the 
seeds of such a res) are there.” 

Finally, the CWIU and Numsa, 
through their agreements with Mo- 
bil, Goodyear and Gillette, made sig- 
nificant progress in efforts to make 
the negotiation of terms of disinvest- 
ment an entrenched factor in SA in- 
dustrial relations. 

In the 10 years since black unions 
were officially recognised, the la- 

Cogaisably moresophisticaed. 1t has ly more sophisticated. It 
moved far beyond simple concerns 
of wages and working conditions to 
take the lead in the political, com- 
munity and social arenas. .    



  

  
  

expl ins 
wh\‘{ oniralesa 

  

hire dium 
INKATHA did not pay to 
hire Wadley stadium on 
June 25 for their peace 
prayer rally because a 
specific law relating to 
the payment of fees for 
the use of sporting facili- 
ties had not been de- 
tailed, said the regional 
representative of the De- 
partment of Develop- 
wgnt Aid Mr Neville 

lamation 1878 of 
1989 came into effect on 
September 1 and laid 
down minimum fees for 
the hire and deposit of 
the stadium for sporting 
events,” said Mr Wiggill. 

“That is why Contra- 
lesa paid R700 for the 
use of the Wadley sta- 
dium on December 3 and 
Inkatha and Cosatu did 
not pay a cent,” he said. 
However, Mr Wiggill 

pointed out that amounts 
charged for the hire and 
deposit of the stadium 
were discretionary, the 
final decision being 
based on the recommen- 
dation of the township 
manager Mr Len Koch 
and setttled between 
himself and the Direc- 
tor-General in Pretoria. 

The claim from in- 
formed sources within 
the DDA that Mr Koch 
wanted R1 000 from Con- 
tralesa were dismissed 
by Mr Wiggill who said 
he could not comment on 
that allegation. 

' He repeated that the 
full amount paid by Con- 
tralesa would be re- 
funded. 

President of the Con- 
gress of Traditional 
Leaders of South Africa, 
Chief Mhlabunzima Ma- 
phumulo said: “It just 
showed us that the pow- 
ers that be were against 
us holding our rally. We 
were not surprised that 
the acting magistrate 
and Lieutenant Colonel 
Victor refused us per- 
mission. We had a hunch 
they would do this, that 
the authorities were 
going to ban our meeting, 
5o we made alternative 
arrangements. 
“We are not the dar- 

ling of the government, 
we are not a sweetheart 
organisation,” he said. 

“Inkatha recently held 
their meeting in Johan- 
nesburg and there was 
no harassment there. We 
were told that between 
2500 and 3 000 people at- 
tended it, yet thousands 
of our members w(:;e 
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i and Viok in 
peace move 

    

  

  

    

    

   

     

        

APEACE move, initiated by Chief Min. " piones, ister Mangosuthu Buthelezi.. br Law and Order Minister Adriasn Vicy to Durban on “Tuesday in-a joint ven :zugroepllo ind thel ‘violence 
e have ‘already: died-i Natal, this month. - Vit danas, . Mr Viok described the peace ai ‘astop to the hating ofonezn:&:;'l‘tl 52 And after Mr Vlok had visited the troubled township, he conceded the circumstances under which people :;‘e;ien;n&ngrnn Inanda were appalling, aT s i 4 

jl aoding omething should be done 

After Mr Viok and Dr Buthelelzi had * conducted an air and groundes:}'flltagz’i' gtuzuma, the area where the violence as been worst, they issued a joint St;;im‘e/?t;la p;ess conference. 
ok and Dr Buthelezi b b_lame_d South Africa’s socio-econorfi&g situation, unemployment following a move to the urban areas by blacks, plus the dispute between UDF-Cosatu and 

_Mr Viok was accompa- 
nied by General Joh"an 

sioner elect of the SAP, 
who takes over from Gen. 
eral Hennie de Witt at 
the beginning of the 1990 

The . two leaders 
agreed the South African 
Police -and  kwaZulu 
Police ‘would work to- gether and do everything in their power to protect 
threatened people and 
to solve these “underly- - 
ing problems”. 

This would be done in 
an impartial manner and 
by means of due process 
of the law with the pur- 

S
 

  

Inkatha “as  the' main " pos " m . causes for the jump in e 

 Politics, faction fight- 

Van der Merwe, Commis- 

aintaining e 1nf lmng 

They _ appealed o 
“leaders . of - the _local 

   

‘community itself was not 
involved in the: peace 
process, law-and. order 
could not be restored. 

At the - press - confer- - 
ence, after his tour of 
Inanda, Mr Viok called 
for a change of heart --.away from hating 
:nedan(;ther because if 

e don’t stop the hating 
the killing won't e hesaid, = 

Mr Viok described the 
Present situation as one 
where _South Africans 
zz:;se hl:,ingmsoulh Afri- | 

— brothers killing | 
brothers. e 

He was not sure how many people were killed 
  

  

~ in the unrest-linked vio- 
lence in“Inanda this 
month. 

=< But Major General 
Johan -van - Niekerk, 

. regional commissioner 
- of police for Natal, said 
141 bodies were pre- 
sently in Durban mortua- 
ries. It was believed 39 of 
these deaths were unrest 

- related.-- " - 
- General van Niekerk 
confirmed the deaths of 
four members of the 
SAP.—Sapa. 

  
 


