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UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Department of English

Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong

Tel: 8592750
Fax: (852) 5597139

PROFESSOR ROY HARRIS, MA,,D.Phil.(Oxon.),’h.D.(J.ond.)
HEAD OF DEPARTMENT |

17 December 1990

To:  Jerry Matsia
Fax: 03 5256 5692

Dear Jerry,

[ am very dismayed and angry at some of the statements and the general tone of Richard Vine’s
article and the rest of the press coverage which I fax to you herewith. Iam putting together a
reply and if you could send me a statement or some ammunition to use in my letter I'd be very
grateful. I am very concerned by the swing away from supEort for the ANC and other freedom
movements, not only in the press but from people who speak to me personally. I've had several
phone calls lately, including one from the South African Consulate.

How are you and what are you doing over ChristmasﬁJGerry and I are going to Bangkok on
Wednesday until late Christmas Eve to visit our sop Patrick. Perhaps it would be worthwhile if
you could make a visit to Hong Kong sometime in January - we would all be glad to see you and it
might balance the bad press. What do you think? '

I hope with all my heart that 1991 brings about the changes that you and your valiant people have
been struggling to achieve for too long.

AMANDLA!
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Frederik de Klerk, ﬁbove left. and Inkatha leader Ch

Africa’. Foreign Editor RICHARD VINES travelled there and found the way ahead is far from

WITH the end of apartheid in sight, everyone is talking about bu
smooth.
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sNID where two policeman
had been ambushed and shot

that week.

"Don't worry, 1f we're sur-
rounded and trapped. I’}
shoot.” said Major Botha. who
carried two spare magazines 11
his belt 1n case the 18 rounds he
had loaded proved insufficient
for the task.

Numerous hives have been
los: 1n Kwa-Mashu in trioai
ciaskey between supperers of
the African Nauonal Congress
(ANC) and Zuius. But inz aie
lacks on police partrols startcd
oniv i1ast month.

A car carryving two more se-
curity branch ofhcers was wail-
Ing for us. and cscorted us iNto
the rownship. (0 kilomerres
north of Durban,

"4 colleague of mine was
driving through hcre when a
vouth jumped out and shot um
through the chest,” Major Bo-
tha said when we approached
the heart of the 1ownship. which
i1$ believed 10 be home 10
300,000 people.

Somc of the streets of Kwa.
Mashu, which is spread over
several hills, were deserted. On
others. peoplc sat and chartted
with their neighbours.

Finally, we reached a small
cleanng, where a blyc shack was
still smouldering. after having
been bombed with molotov
cockuails a few hours earlicr.

A special branch officer oxe
plained that the trouble in this
scction Of the township had
started three davs carlier. when
someone had stabbed an ANC
Youth League leader. thecn
noured petrol over him and set
him on fire.

Since then. three people had
been shot dead. including 2
four-vcar-old,

Across the road from ine
bumt.out shack. mothers and
children sat peaceiuliv outside a
clinic. Chickens wanadered
along the dustv track, and a goat
was tethered on somc over-
grown land. enjoving the shade
provided bv some sugar cane.

It 1s difficult to imagyne the
violence and agony the people
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of the (ownships are cndumng
anc the emotions that must

prompt some biacks to nfiic:
such cruelty on ther feliow op-
pressed.

It s hardiv a good start for a
new South Afrncg.

» - a

POLICE sav tha: fighung in Na-
(3: IOWTISGIPL hd> COSt Mmort
inar 3.000 hver over the past
itve vears, In August. the figni-
ng soread 1o the johannesoure
arcad. where [ .COC peoplc have
Jied,

But the violence in the towr-
SNIPS 1¢ NOL merely an exprgse
sion of trioal hatreg: It is part of
tne power struggic that has oro.
Ken out now that South Africa's
-7 miliion biacks have finally
been offered the prospect of po-
hhucal power 1n their own coun-
irv.

The ANC finds itself 1n a dif-
ficult postuon now that 1t has
started discussing political re-
form with President Frederik
dc Klerk, who in February
unobanned the organisatjon and
freed 1ts leader. Mr Nelson
Mandcla.

On the one hand. 115 leaders
must operate as politicians with
whom theé authoriues can do
business; on the other, black
muitanis 19 the townships -
where the ANC 5 seeking 1o ¢5-
ablish majority grass roots sup-
port — view the Government
with hatred and arc suspicious
of anvone who deais with the
white autnonues.

“The Nauonai Party 1oox o
hell of a gambic releasing
Mandela. The ANC took a hell
of a gambie negotiaung, which
mans Diacks ook as seiling
oul.” savs Mr Aggrev Klaasie.
eaitor of the niiuenual black
newspaper. Jne Soweran,

The ANC now finds itself
fighting on vanous frontis in the
ownsnips. There arc clashes
with Zuius. who broadly sup-
o0 the Inkatha Freedom Parmy
led by Chief Mangosuthu
Buthelez), and there are ¢clashes
with supporters of radical black
CONSCIouUsSNess organ;salions.
inciuding the Pan-Africanist
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Congress (PAC) and i1he
Azanian Peorlc s Organisauor
(AZ8pO).

There are aiso attacks on
blacks seen as collaborating
with ne Government pccausc
ol 1nér parucipation 11 town
councils.
~ The PAC and Azapo are re.
fusing to wlk ¢ the Govern-
menl. and many anaivsis hs-
lieve 1hrs 1s heiping the alhed
arrEnisaunans (o o1cE yp mal:i-
127 supnon o tne 1ownships.

“The ANC siarted 1 lone
gown their radicai poswure i
order 1o it in with :ihe
presiaent’s new nitigijve. ang
that lef: the revoiutonar hich
ground to the PAC.” savs Com-
manaant Andv Anderson of the
South African Defence Force,
wnQ 15 resnonsibie tor a number
of Cape Town townships. in-
cluding Crossroads and
Khavetitsha.

Stnni Moodley, a member
of Azapo's central commuttee.
who spent five years as a prnson-
cr on Robben Island wath Mr
Mandela, claims ANC mil;-
nts are responsible for much
of thc vioience 1n the town-
ships.

He says: ““The ANC has
messed everything up. First,
theyv thought they were going 10
march nto Pretoria with AK-
d7s slung over their shoulders.
Then. when that failed, they
thought through mass actons
thev'd be able guickiy 10 peat g¢
Rierk. and had 4 ruae shock.”

e 3635 “Whersver there <
viglence. there's the ANC,
Mundreds ot peoplc are dving in
the black communitn necsuse
of ANC inumidation. ' & war
berween 1hé COMMUNIIY 4ng
tng ANC thugs,”

Inside the LOWNSNIPS. ih:
ANC 15 cniorcing a bovecott o1
slate-sponsored 10wn COUNCILs
and building 11s own svsiem of
government. with street com-
mittees to help organisc the
community and “‘people’s
courts™ 10 enforce a kind of or-
der.

The refusal of township
dwellers 10 pav rent and uubty

Vo3

pilis 10 the counciis nas od 1o
clashes. while the rcfysa! o!
some councillors 10 qu!t therr
pOsisS has resuited in violent in-
timidaution and & number of
dcatns.

- In an attempt 10 suengihen
Its bargaining position ahead of
formal walks with the Govern-
ment on a néw consitytiorn. the
ANC aims 10 make 1he {own-
Snips ungovemable.

Government officials wyl!
nave vou pelieve the boveott 1s
entorced by inuymidation alonc.
but Professor Philip Net of Uni-
versity of Stellenbosch points
out 1hat opinion polls suggest o
high level of support for the
ANC.

For cxample. a poll of 1,500
urban blacks in April indicated
04 per cent support for the
ANC. ggainst a mere 1wo per
cent for the PAC, though Pro-

- fesscr Nel pomts out that there

are rcliability problems with
South Afmcan polls,

The ANC suggests much or
the violcnce in the townships is
caused by elements within the
securty torces and other nght-
wingers.

The scale of the violence
makes it difficult 10 believe this
Is enurely true, but there is good
reason 19 question the commyt.
ment 10 non-violence, and 10 2
non-ractal democracy. of many
individuals within the secunty
apparatus.

The smiling officiais who to.
Qa\ stress their commiiment 1o
the new Soutk Africa are in
many cases the same peoplc
who worked for a nastv ang vio-
lent apartheid regime that svs-
remaucally oppressed the ma-

jonty population.

It was thc most viclous re-
grme since nazism.” savs Mr
Leon Fuchs., an opposition
Demaocrauc Party Member of
Parliament.

Even today, the Govern-
ment has stiil 10 come clean on
the acuvities of the innocuously
named Civi] Co-operation Bu-
reau (CCB). an arm of the South
Afncan Defence Force that 1s
widelv believed to have operai-

Step up for third-class citizens

HE Chinese in South Africa form =

small but reasonably prosperous

community. mainly living in :he
Transvaal.

Mr Eric Yenson. vice-chairman of the
Transvasl Chinese AssOciation. estmares
there are aboyt 10.000 “local™ Chinese in
South Africa, aithough a new wave of thou-
sands of Taiwanese immigrants is arriving.

Mr Yenson's familv moved to Sovth Af-
rica from Canton in 1886. and he savs his
forebears had to put up with severe dis-
crimination.

For example. he savs Chinese were not
aliowed 1nto the Orapge Free State for more
than 24 hours, and his aunt was once jailed
overnight when his uncle’s car broke down
there.

W e were treated as third-class citizens
and it did affect us badiy, although vur par-
ents saffered more than we did.

*Hut they said none of our Kids are going

to suffer like we did. and they made sure
their sons went to university and became
professionals.™ he said over a Chinese meal
in Johannesbure.

Mr Yenson. who speaks Hakka as well
as English, was born in South Africa. grad-
usted from the University of Cape Town.
and is now a semor executive with Anchor
Life assurance company,

He says there s little open discrimina-
ton against Chinese now. although he had
o get & special permit w go to university,
and had to obwin the permission of pro-
spective neighbours beforc moving inwo his
home.

“*The past 10 vears. all that's been done
awav with.” he added,

Bur Chinese still do not have the vore.
ana are st} subecr 10 the Group Ateas ACL
which regulates where pevpie of various
races can live, although the act is due 1o be
repealed next vear.

“We sav we don't want to be classified as
white. We want to be classified as Chinese.
with equal rights.” Mr Yenson said.

He still has relatives in Hongkong. and
has visited the territory several times. “The
first ume ] arrived i0 Hongkong was in
1972. I was Chinese. but boy did they give
me 2 hard time because | had a2 South Afri-
can passport.’” he said.

Mr Yenson 2iso has relatives in Austra-
lia whe urge him 10 leave South Africa be-
cause they do not think it 1s a safe place. but
he says he would never want 10 leave.

As 2 South African. Mr Yenson believes
the country 1s a greut place to live. He op-
poses sanctions, and woaders whether “we
are 10¢ nowng too fast” on political reform.

He recognises the problems inherent in
construnonal reform. and has aiready de-
cided where he would go if the worst came
the worst: Swaziland.
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» way ahead is far from

2d geath squads W@reeting polin-
<dl opponcnts.

Meanwhile. Prctona seems
10 be engaged 1n something of a
propaganda olitz. I visited

South Atrica at the end of last
month as the Government's

qucst. and foung that 2 Hone-
ong teicvision crew had visit-
2d earhier in the month, while a
(Cantonese journalist was there
at the same ume as me,

[ was free (o0 see whom |
wanted, and 10 reject any ap-
pointments proposcd bv ofhi-
clais. [ was under no obligation
to write anvthing about my vis-
it. However, the Government i
sophisticated cnough to know
that journalists wii] write about
such vistts, and 1t knows that
many people n South Afnca
have plenty 10 sav about the
ANC's shortcomngs.

Interviews with whites.
biacks. Indians and “‘colour-
ods” in Preroria. Durban, Cipe
Town and Johannesburg pro-

® Continued P2, Coui 4
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Surge in demang

RIC HARD V]NES
EMIGRATION to South

Africa has surged since

March when Pretona eased
1ts regulations to attract pro-
fcssionals and skilled work-
crs from Hongkong, an offi-
oal said yeswerday.

The South African Con-
sulate has i1ssued {02 immu-
gration permits 10 Hong-
kong passport holders this
year, compared with two last
year and four in 1988.

Interest in the country
has risen 0 such an extent
that a semor immigrauon
officer from the Department
of Home AfJairs in Pretona
will be transferred to the
consulate this month.

“His sole responsibulity
will be immigratioa and we
are hoping that will help to
increase the number of ap-
plicants and the number of
a pltcatwns WC Can pro-
ccss,”’ the South African offi-
cial smd.

“The idea is that some of
the less comphlicated catego-

South Africa permits

Y18

S.Africa's
rocky road
{0 peace

ries will be approved locally
in Hongkong," he added.

Inquiries rose sharply
after the June 4 massacrc,
but the increase this year
came despite determined
moves by the Afnican Na-
tional Congrcss (ANC) to
discourage Hongkong peo-
ple from working or invest-
ing In South Africa.

Last month, Mr Nelson
Mandcla, the ANC's deputy

president, appealed (o peo-
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ple i the temtory to shun
South Africa.

Preiona has not yet be-
gun a full-scale campaign to
attract Hongkong immu-
grants. partly because con-
tinuing violence in South
Africa docs not provide a
suttable climatc.

“We haven't rcally gone |
out actively to recruit peo- |
ple, so we’re quilc happy
with the leve) of intcrest,”
the South African official
said.

He said that as well as the
102 applications from
Hongkong people, the con-
sulate had received a num-
ber from locally-based peo-

ple who held foreign
Dassports.
Under Pretona’s rclaxed

ymmigration regulations,
people with the required
shllu should be able to ob-

taijg permssion to imma-
grate wvithup a few weeks.

South Africa is looking
for engineers, techmicians,
computer specialists and

other professionals.
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SOWETO: African Nationa|
Congress (ANC) President
Mr Oliver Tambo vesterday
calicd for black nationalists
0 reconsider their support
for international sanctions
against South Africa

Opening the first ANC
conference n South Africa
N more than 30 years, he
told 1,600 delegates the
ANC *“should carefully re.
evaluate the advisability” of
"Insisting on the retention of
sanctions’”

In a2 45-minyte speécch,
the ailing My Tambo, who
returned from exile on
Thursday, said, however,
that “the strugglc against
apartheid should be intens;.
ficd on all fronts”

Outlawed in 1961, the
ANC was legalised by South
African President Mr Frede-
nk de Kierk on February 2

along with numerous other
political organisations

Mr Tambo. 73, saluted
“all those who unswervingly
fought from behind prison
bars". inside and outside
South Afriea. 1o bring about
change in the apartheid-run
country.

It was thanks (o them
that the “dignity of the black
mag 13 being restored and
logether with it the dignity
of our beloved country”, he
said,

In his speech, Mr Tambo
said the ANC was “deter-
mined to move ahead and
democratise our country™,

Commenting on the cur-
rent talks-about-talks the
Government and the ANC
| started last May, hc said-

"The Govermment's record

rethink on sg
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8 SOUTH Africa’s Foreign
Minister, Mr Roejof “Pik”
Botha, will not be granted g
visg to compete in a game
fishing competition in New
Zealand next month, the
New Zealand Foreign Min-
ister, Mr Don McKinnon
said yesterday.

Mr McKinnon said the
oew national Government
bad not Changed New
Zealand's policy towards
Soutb Africs and visas

Afri

cKin
it by anglers wagld breach

would be denied to al) South this policy.
13 at this stage far from satis- Mr Tambo added that

factory.

“In the months ahead we
Could find ourselves rclying
MOre on mass action as the
Predominant form of stry-
gele.” he said.

In August 1989, Mr
Tambo suffered 3 strokc
which si1i)] iImpairs his
speech,

On negotiations. Mr
Tambo said thc ANC could
“only succeed if al) the par-
lies are ready to negotiale
and implcment agrcements
'n good faith™,

'50 far thc ANC has
S¢rupulously honoured
dgrecments reached,'’ he
said.

He said Mr de Klerk's re-
{:enus h:g been the result of
armed st ¢ waged
the ANC si;uc?ll 961 un:z

last August.

“Having decided to fight,
We managed 1o launch and
sustain an all round offen-
sive which has finally
brought the apartheid
Sysiem 10 the brink of def.
eat.” he said.

the ANC wouyld take the
(yovernment's record “into
full account” during this
conference.,

The 1ssues of mass action
= Such as strikes. boycotts,
sireet marches - aimed at
Increasing pressure on the
Government, 5s said {0 be
the main point of debate
during the three-day confer.
eNee.

Mr Tambo paid tribute
(0 his long-time friend Mr
Nelson Mandela, ANC dep-
uty president, “who turned
his prison cell into a theatre
of war, a theatre of struggie:
10 particular | honour hum
for generously allowing his
n3Me 10 be used 10 cam-
paign for the relegse of all
political prisoners™

- Mr Tambo repeated the
ANC’s demmand for the elec.
tion of a constituent assem-
bly. stressing thai this de-
mand was not aimed "“to
exclude any” from partic;.
PAUING 1 negotiations.

Agence France Presse
® See aiso Review
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