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It 1s mpst fitting and appropriate that this seminar on
"People!s Education for People's Power" tekes place as

part of the 10th Anniversary celebration of the establishment
of <The SolomonﬁMahl&nguIFreedom.Collge, SOMAFCO is a conecrete
and practical expression of the search for an alternative

and meaningful education by the oppressed people of South
Africa, through the African National Congress. <Ten years

ago the African National Congress to0K the decigion to build
this school. e took the decision to build a school through
which we aimed, as we put it then, to produce a new man.

We calculatingly and deliberately éizkés our goal the aim TO
train, at this school, young men and women in natural and
social sciences, and, at the same time, condition this
training with the development of a character and personality
in our young people committed To utilising knowledge for the
service of the society. We have sought, at thils school, to
pronote and develop an ethnical attitude, among our young
people, that accepts service to others as a duty, an admiral.e

quality and an acceptable ldeal.

The ANC has always been committed to the overthrow of white

supremacy, formerly called "segregation" and now known as

Apartheid., This basic alm is built into the conception and
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structure of our college, as its official title indicetes.
Solomon Mahlangu was a young hero who laid down his life
on the gallows in the struggle for freedémﬁ equality,
social Justlice and democracy for all South Africans. His

name and sacrifice live on in SOMAFCO, inspiring its

members and the entire community of Mazimbu and Dakawa..
Our vision of "social service" has been shaped and stamped

by this political outlook.

Wwe are proud that the majority of the products of this
school have, over the years, gone out to obtain higher
vniveristy education in cdifferent parts of the world and
returned to participate in the struggle for social change
and justice 1in South Africa, throuzh the African National

vongress. To a large measure we have been successful 1in

our effort to promote and develop the ideal of a new
person who accepts,social service and liberation as a

categorical i1mperative. This achlievement, alone, provices

ample and sufficient Justiification for thlis celebration.

As we engage in this Jusivified celcbration we have a duty
to re-—examine our education programme with the view to
improving it and injecting intc it new idegs which will,

even more, render it =n educational prograrme in true and

genuine service to the people. An educaticnal programme
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Airecsea and aimzd at the authentic andé genuine intellectual,

political and nmoial emancipation of our preople.

the African National Congress has created this opportunity
for ve, thenouch . Thilis seminar, to be together, so that we
can exchange views on the important subject of People's
aducation for People's Power. This subject has, for many
years now, been cne of the centres and focal points of
struggle 1n our country. Our people, both young and old,

1n increasing nunbers, are demanding a neople's education

Linked o the achievement and exercise of political power
over all alTelrs affecting them including the management

and conitrol of ecducation and the determination of its

L Ig vital, in our eiforts to formulate our views on the
neaning c¢f yeople's education, to locate it contextually,

1 the struggle of our veople for freedom and independence.

the popular demand for people's education derives -directly
Tronm separate Apartheid education for the different

nacLe nal groups o our peoples At the centre of this

ed education system is Bantu Zducaition., Bantu

Lducatlion wags froa its inception 2 negation .of education.

(D

it advocates, vue raclist minority regime in our country,

mace cilear their intventions to provide a type of education,
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for the African childa, that would ensure that, he®, forever,

remains subject to the authority,. cemonds and wishes of
white Soclety. Bantu IZducatcion declared its intentions to
bée, to train the African child minimally 1n skills necessary

and consistent with transformning thaet child into a loyad,

ung¢uestioning, obedient and docilile servant,

From the ocutset the African people rejected, resisted and

campaigned against Bontu Zducation. 1n thlis they were
supported vy progrecsive and enlightened people from among
the other oppressed neonles of our country ana white South
Africans who abhor Apartheid and all its machinations.
Registance to this evil abhorrent sysiem orf educational

-

to the present cay. The

onpression has continued

resistance is as verful as ever 1t has been.

Bantu Zducation negates creativity, originality anda the
individual's right to aspire to higher and greater
achievements in life. This is not education. 1t is simply
barbaric oppression andé injustice. Our pneople are

justifiable angry and provoked by this monstrous system

masquarading as educetion, in shameless defence of blatant

raclsie

And, as we search together to define pcople's ecucation,
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we must always bear in nmind that one of the principles

of neople's educstion has to be the restoration of

i_l

humnan dignity and self-esteem to our pecplee.

ide are fortunate that destiny has imposed this task on

Ly

those of us, fortunate to be living, at this' time. Our

- ol

privilege is to originate and formulate new ideas that are

0

to constitute tlhe foundation and basis for an alternative

education system and to usher 1n a new social order - an

era of democcrscy in education and the South African Society.

e heve a2 cuty =nd inescepable responsipll ity to search

-5 L [

" honestly and truthfully fcr the aningz of our concept of
neonle's education. Cur efforte must, in this intellectual
onbcrorivcy ©e iasjizriocd, unconditionally, By var love for &ai.l

our neoples and natlion.

One of the distinguishing features of the human individuel

-

is the capacity to think. This copacity to think has for
centuries alrecady been organised 1nto fields of human
underahtanding that we call sclences.

The capacity tc think places mnan, within the animal
kingdom that populates thils carth, into a special categorye.
The ability to think is tne ability to create anc o

riginate new tioughts
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Human.501ent1¢10 ciscovery and civilisction arose out of
human creatigity and was wade possible by this ebility to
invent and to innovate. Our "people's education", when
we shall have defined it, nust not omit to ensure that
our centres of education and learning are for human beings
who are vest placed and empowered to handle the problems

and creative

e
O

of life through having their imaginat

VE
capacitles inspired, cncouraged and cdeveloped in addition
to veing trained in gkills., If our definition or

understanding of "pecple's cudecation" omits to handle the

igsue of creativity and to make provision for its
encouragenent and development it shBll have failed our

future nation dismally.

I heve recently been visiting the German Democratic
fepublic, The purpose of my trip was to learn from then

on mativers educatvional. We nust always understand that,

we, all, on this planet, can teach cach other something

ol vadue froa our OXporienceia XS peo hle, 1 was most

impressed by what I sasr being$jor}ouﬂgchildren ecucaticnally.

There 18 a schooling system in the German Democratic
Repubnlic known as schools for young pioncers. At these

special cducational centres ycung chlldren.aro‘brought .

together outelde the fornsl cducaetion system., They are

oS

formed into interest groups from the very young six olds

tc elghteen year olds,




In each interest group the children are given practical
work oxr tasks based on their individually declared interest,
They may be working with cloth ané other fabrics. Jorking
71th paints and doing paintings or drawings. Working

with nodel rockets or space-ships. Working with wood

doing wood-work. Jorking with c<lecctronic computers and
other related scientific instruments, In all this variety
of activity, it is wvhe 1magination ond creative powers of
the chilcren that are scught to be develoned. The children,

young as they arce, cncourcged and supervised by specialist

71N

1nssructors, hove produced nest impressive
imaginative creative work and handcrafts. These children
arc real ploneecrs in vhe true scnse of the word. They

have the opporutnisy ifor it. They »nrocduce wonderful thing

1t must be stresscd tha L imaginative ahility, if not
svifled can rise to grecat helghts rainsing man's

innovative skills o high levels aznd stancards. That 1s
empowerment of human individuaels, througinh education, at 1ts
bests L1v 1s the only available best ethod of giving
pecople complete ccntrol over their lives and thelr future.
The Pioneering spirit and the endeavour to explore new
territory of univestigated unchartcred physical and

1

intellcoctual terrain 1ust be 1lncorporated invo a future

system of ccucation for South Africe in order to achieve




genuine people's power.,. This de mand is absolute., 1t 1is
a categoriecal inperative. For without it we would be
108t as a peoplc, e shall forever be training our
people 1n skills whicli are at best, repetitive,
uninventive and without originality. This condition for

hunan existence is unacceptable., It 1is disservice to

humanitye

1l am certain, 1 have nc doubt in ny mind, that "peo_“ple"s

education" nust mean education for all people. Lducation

is a right and not & »nrivilege. It must be availahle to

all who need 1t, young and old alike. I1f this condition
is satisfied then it will be a genuine people's education.

pducation shoulcd not to be for sale t¢c the few who can afford

to pay for it. 1t must he made avalilable to all for no

fee, It is a birthright. This requiremcnt is nowt

negotiable,

Secondly, meonle's education skould aim tc train people
- B R -

by equipping themn for life. This means that education

is the process of cultivating siiills aniong members of the

participate fully and effectively

'
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soclety to enavul

in the life of the commmunity, Lducation 1s empowerment

through the acguisition cf skills, 1t is irrelevant

- whether these are "practical" or "vocational” skills or




"intellectual®

Processes
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or "professiocnal" skills. All these are
of acquiring expertisc to do things well.
Dolng something well is doing that thing in accordance

A7~
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ariver drives

accoraance with

vraiflo,

effectilveness in

Moev Lo

people,

Thirdly,

rules for cdoing that thing.,

S
.10 G

A good or skilled

W@ll. Driving well is driving safely in
the rules of driving and the rules of
1t is the ability to avoid accidents and

ensuring tvhe safety of your passiengers.

olmilarly a geocC or sgkilled surgcecon coes surgery well.

He carries out his operations according to the rules of
SUTr&Eery He ccrtainly coecs not arcn ior the patient's
heart 1n the patient's foot. If unforseen complications
arigse he has the qbility To stecr throuzh them by taking
appropriate action.

1t is i1mmateriel and of no consequence that the surgeon

is called a "professional' and a product of "cducational"
training and the driver a "practical" worker a product of,
"vocaticnal" training., Elitism Jdces not belong to people's
ecucation, Demnocracy in deed and word must be its aim its

arniour in our march to genulne frecdom for our

people's ec uCithuHJUSu alm 6o train people to
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care for the well-bcing of society through thelr tralning
as professional mercenaries for their personal financiad
advancement. This neans that people's cducation must

to produce a new type of person who thinks always
about the good of the comaunity when he uses his training
in the comunity and not just of his owm personal well-
being. However, legitinate the latter may be, 1t cannot

justifiably pursued without regard for the well-belng of

21l society. This is civilisation. That 1s humanity.

Fourthly, peovle's education must be intellectually
engncipating and scientific. It must be objective and
have no tolerance for supersition and prejudice. 1t
should be completely revoluticnary in emancipatlng the
hunan rinéd, so thot the hwian individuel can take full

control of his life and also serve the genuine interests

of neonle and not those of bigots and social parasites.

Karl Marx wrote loftily and laudibly about capitalisn

desvite his political opposition to it. Somewhere he

wrote thot canitalism has achieved wonders far surpassing
Beyptian Pyramids, Gothic Cathedrals and German

Acquiducts. It has put in the shade vhat all past

generations have achieved put together. Marx was

referring to the advent of scientific inquiry. Theat




Sk

qubbtlonlnéj O-f Ov-qrf'-lllllga LR RIR . ] o] &% o _.-:1, N . . 1.

i e
g e s B b e e —————

to tr._h_ltl'vns custom and the authority
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afiord tTo sacrirlce tiils great

aumen achievenent in our definifticn of —2coplets
educationes Human creativity and the pioneering spirit,
properly cultivated wvill guarantee viic future of our

naticn anong natlcns.

Je come now to the discussion of people's power., PFPeople'

education is and should Le for pcople's power. Thls has

.1

been said many times. 1 can only reinforce it here., 1t
should be stressed that the idea of people's education,

==

coupled wvith the slogan "for people's power" arcse out

of thie students! revolt that followed the Soweto
massacre of June 6, 1876, It has been a major factor

aince then in the uvroursce against white domination.

Peonlele powoar moong tihat atate aunghorzuy anc all authoaxriby
in society derives from the people. People's power rejects
arbitrary exercisc of authority which ig not accountable

to those over wvhom such authority is exerciscd. People's
nower means electced governuent, elected by the people To
serve the vecople. People's education for people's power,

N A - - - Aasamd=4 A £ 4NAa nans 4 e ‘
therefore, means education of the »necnle that ensures anc

.

cuarantees that the peconle shall govern, This lncludes




peonles varticivation in the running of ecducational

=

insituttions, including the participation of the

-

~Fhe call for the varticipation oI learners in the runnings

of the affairs of centres of learning 1is justified on TWO

grounds. To satisfy uvie nrinciple of participatory
democracy, and, to provide training in responsibility,
for the young. Through thils training in responsibilivy
we will cnsure bthat we do not develop & sleeping stagnant
people's republic ol South Africa but a vibrant,
innovative, advancing »eoples republic, A peopnles
redublic lofty 1n purnosc; lofty in determination, lofty
T

v in its conception of itselr and

in prineciple and loif
the future of its pecople.

Comrades and dear friends, 2 word now about SOMATRCO ,
the Solonon Mehlsngu TFreedom College. The African

National Congress has for the past ten years been

i n 1 _{# . : 4 +
o eaucation here ad

D

ondeavouring to establish peopl

this school. Thanks to the support ol The Goveriment
of the Reeple's Republic of Tanzania who generously
offered us land on which to establish thiis school.

Thanks to all our friends and donors who generously

I b |

Hrovicded us with TNC picans to establish this
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nagnificent institution, visible, for all our frizsnds

and pcople to see.

e have sought herc, through our educaticnal nethods of
instruction, to bridge the gap between intellectual

labour and practical or vocational labour in the minds

of our students. We are still struggling .7ith this
problem. 01d traditions, heabits and beliefs die hard,
but, we are committed to our perception that tThis approcah
ie the only one capable of restoring genuine demnocracy
and eStablishing people's power to a free and

e

incependent South Africa. ‘e must finally and

defintively, once and for all, do awey 7ith the practiee

that places h¢5hur'm1uﬂgcwlﬁmu%:d@ne by "intellectuals"

_-|-|l"'|""'_-.l“llll e —

and "DfOfEBSiOﬂalS” a.s E”alnSt work done ov tﬂose who
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possess "practical 250 q;wjvpo tlonal" ShlllS. This is an
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obsenity. It is the gsocial value of work that 1s
“;:____________r e, L L —

importent and not its a2llcged status or standing.
- ey & ________.-———"-"’-_-——‘_—_—-‘"“-—-

Je have had serious problems in the rccruitment of

qualificd and competent teachers., We have been

grapnling vith these nroblems Or years anc we have

finally decided that in order to acaleve positive

and@ better results in our efferts to provide high

guality educavion cimed at the promotion, develonmend
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ant achievenent of educational egxcellence, we nust now
accept the principle of salaryins our teachers. UNZSCO
hoawg agreed to fund this. This jﬂ“ﬂ}ﬁiﬂﬂj’lﬂﬂlistic
anc viable solution to the practical »niroblem confronting
us;: that isy attracting qualified staff, in sufficient

numbers, to raise the quality of cudcational training

2T thils school to a level (| f educational competence

anc cxccllence that we aspire for.

We have deceided thot the intellectual developments of

our youn; prople i1s of equal value in importance to the

--J

value we attach to the production of the newv person
polisically comaitted to The service of his neople.
Cur young people have a right te prover scientific
ecucasion corppetently taught, il they are to be

equipped tc participate fully and effectively in the
1ife of ‘heir commmunity, an@, toc partieipate in
‘nation bullding ‘when “4.1,,;3“1:11“1& 1s eventually eliminated
wnlcn will not be long from now. We have an urgent

task To prepare our ycuth for nationhood now, for the
future. We haove a duty to develop clarity of thought

on ¢iils 1mportantesubject of Pcoplet's cducation, and to

liberatve our prople from the tyranny of nediocrity and

g low level of hunman cexistocnce.




Dear compatricts in the struggle, we have a collective
responsibility to train and develop a trainec

manpower for our country. Ve appeal dircctly to these

f you from home to help us here in e¢xiley, in our
“forts to find qualified competent and comittg

rs fromn anong our pcople for

¥
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1is institution, the first genulnely people's scnool

£ the PHecople of South Africa, to cnsure that cur

young people are provifécd with a high guality cducaiien

1

anl. to cnsure that this school Cevelops and retains
!\\_—7 s >

o, South African identity and characier. Ve make this

appeal in the full knowledge and assurance that your

response 'will be positive and that you will not faill
us. #Wde know this because your actions speak for you.
You are here with us to celebrate the 10th Anniversary
of tlis school. You would net be here if you dic not
support this school. Your béing hcre, on this special
ocassion is recognisecd by us as an act of commilitnent

-

in support of «what we are doling here,
It is neecessary in dealing with the subject of
"PROPLE'S LTDUCATION® to examine . the role of the

ol

Co the communitye.

teacher in vhe delivery of education

&

Bducation is 2 process involving teacher and learner;

g \ : . = . o~ ol p 27 N
the instructor ond the recinient of knowledge.
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The »nrovision and delivery of People's_ﬂ&ucation to

the »neople to a large measure, 1s aapendent upon the

full =nd effective participation of the teacher. It

is imperctive, therefore, that teachers be inte;lectually
and professicnally united in »urpcese regarding the
delivery of People's Iducaticn to the pesjle..{The
tezchers have to understand that People's Educaticn

is an instrument for the national crniancipation of the

oppressced people of our country. That cducation is the

FC

key both to the succcssful re-organisation of present
day South Africa into a genuine people's gemocracy
and the promotion of a decent and respeciabic quality

of 1ife for the pecple. That the acquisition of skills

H iy

by the people is a process of ecmpowerment of the people
to take control over their lives. That the provision
of People'!s Educaticn for People's Power should &©ve

seen as part ¢f the struggle for the naticnal

cmancipation of all the suffering and oppressed neople

of South Africa,.

Teachers are vital to the successful iuplenmentation

-

=nd realisation of vnecople'se education for our neoplca.

Te cannoct afford differences and rivalry arong

teachers ascsociations at tiis time in the struggle of

our neonle towards national emancipatloll. 1t'3s a
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duty and & respnsibility for all teachers to idontify
themselves to be part of the naticnal liberation effort
of +the oppressed of South Africa. The African

Netional Congress expects and appeals to 211 of you in
teaching profession to unite and work together towards
the t0%cl,; unconditional freedom of all the oppressed
peoplc of our country. It is not accentable that we
should have 1i

al competine unions of teachers =

thils period of strug.:lc for nationhood,

Ve are convinced that the Unity Talks you are holding
shoulG be vigerously pursued Lo resvlt in an agrcerent

- -

rong you ained ot th real isation of poople's

ecucation in our beloved land. For it is only

through pcople's education that our peonle will take

t-—-—

control of uﬂu‘r livecs and readise thenselves. as an
encnclipated nation. Ihe African National Congress calls

upon you anu appeals to you as professionnal teachers, to

unite 1in the pursult of people's cducation which

- 3
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represents for us natironal liberation of our

reoplees Yhat we want is unconditional freedom for the
incividual perscn in our land. Ireecom is realisable

easlcr thiough caucational scmpowcernent. As teachers

you, therefore, havec a regponsibility irmnosed on vou

by Tate to be catalysts for the emergence of the new
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denocratic and emancipatcd socletye.

My dear people, I hope that what has been sald in .. N

\

this presentffion has provided a basis for thought for,
us to explore together the concept of Feople's

e

Education for People's Power. de must séarch for truth

and real knowledge in all cducational matters. The
ideal of People's Educaticn for People's Powef 18 very
dear to our meople, anG correctly €o0. .ﬁS‘NG search
for the peaning of this ideal we nust search for

the best and be thorough in searching for the best.
The destiny of our peole commands thls as a

gacred Guty.

I trust thet 1 have.spokﬂnﬁmeaningfullj to you. 1
know we all care for justice. I consign the views @
expressed here to your judgement, &s my revolutionary
compatriots, in cur common struggle for the true

emancipation of all our peoplee.

I love you all,

Seretse Choabl

W

Secretory for Zducation

21et Augusts; 1989




