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ON "PEOPLE'S EDUCATION FOR PEOPLE'S POJER" AUGUST,

1 8 SOMAFCO

It is most fitting and appropriate that this seminar on

"People‘s Education for People's Power" takes place as

part of the 10th Anniversary celebration of the establishment

of the Solomon Mahlangu Freedom Collge, SOMAFCO is a concrete

and practical expression of the search for an alternative

and meaningful education by the oppressed peotle of South

Africa, through the African National Congress. Ten years

ago the African National Congress took the decision to build

this school. We took the decision to build a school through 
which we aimed, as we put it then, to produce a new man.

We calculatingly and deliberately iigkés our goal the aim to

train, at this school, young men aha women in natural ané

social sciences, and, at the same time, condition this

training with the development of a character and personality

in our young people committed to utilising knowledge for the

service of the society. We have sought, at this school, to

promote and develop an ethnical attitude, among our young

people, that accepts service to others as a duty, an admirahle

quality and an acceptable ideal.

The ANC has always been committed to the overthrow of white

supremacy, formerly called "segregation" and now known as

Apartheid. This basic aim is built into the conception and
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structure of our college, as its official title indicates.

Solomon Mahlangu was a young hero Who laid down his life

on the gallows in the struggle for freedem, equality,

social justice and democracy for all South Africans.v His

name and sacrifice live on in SOMAFCO, inspiring its

members and the entire community of Hazimbu and Dakawa.

Our vision of "social service" has been shaped and stamped

by this political outlook.

We are proud that the majority of the products of this

school have, over the years, gone out to obtain higher

univeristy education in different parts of the world and

returned to participate in the struggle for social Change

and justice in South Africa, throurh the African National

Congress. To a large measure we have been successful in

our effort to promote and develop the ideal of a new

person who accepts,social service and liberation as a

categorical imperative. This achievement, alone, provides

ample and sufficient justification for this celebration.

As we engage in this justified celebration we have a duty

to re-examine our education programme with the View to

improving it anfi injecting into it new ideas Which will,

even more, render it an educational programme in true and

genuine service to the people. An educetional programme 
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, . , ._‘ ‘ - .._,,, , (,7 . 1dilu;;€u gun ahugu at the authentic and ge mine intellectual,

political and moral emancipation of our geople.

Thi Afri 3D igtmonal Congress as created tbLiS opportunity

:bg mg +;vnuh . this seminar, to be together, so that we

can exchange views on the important subject of People's

Education for People's Power. This subject has, for many

years now, been one of the centres and focal points of

struggle in our countryfi Our people, both young and old,

1n increaeir g nu;.mre, are demanding a people's education

linted t0 the achievement and ex raise of political power

over u4; afraire afeeetinr them 1-07uchnm the slanagement

and control of GCi‘atiOL and the letermination of its

content, orientftian and methodolOVV.bu

nIn ;9 Vita_5 in out efforts to Iormulate our Views on the

meaning :f geople‘s education, to 1002te it contextually,

‘e of our vectle for freedom and infiependence.

Ehe pOQULQT aemand for geople's education derives-directly

from segurate tptrthelé edu ation for the different

mwtxrua; gxhupu 0? CW3 people“ At the centre of this

differentiated educatijn system is Bantu Education. Bantu

glueaticn was frog its inception @ negation of education.

it advocates? the “acist minority regime in our country,

made Clear LJCLT Alenuluns to p1ovide a tyye of education,
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for the African Child, that would ensure that9 hey, forever,

remains subject to the authority,.demands and Wishes of

White Society, Brfitu hducation declared its intentions to

be, to Lrein the African child minimally in skills necessary

and consistent ri.thtransforiing that child into a loyal,

.L

uncmu stioning9 obediehu and docile s‘rvant.

FTOII tlm outset the African people re‘eoted, resisted and

campaigned against B.:11tu EJucation. In this they were

supgorted by progress:Lve Lina enlijhtenen people from among

the other oppressed peoples of our country and white South

macchinetions."1Africans who abhor Anartheid and all its

ilesist3nce to tilis evil abhor eh1 system of educational

oypression has continued to the present day. The

resistance is as pomerf*l as ever it has been.

Bantu Education negates creativity, originality and the

individual' 8 right to aspire to hig1er end gre ter

achievements in life. This is not education. It is simply

barbaric oppression aha injustice. Our people are

just ifiable angry and provolied by this monstrous system

masquerading as education, in shameless defence of blatant

racism.

fir
And, as we seLrCh to:'her to de11ne people'seducation,
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we :nvst always bear in mind that one of the principles

of jeople's education has to be Lht ragtoration of

_.
l

humpn_dignity 3nd seif—esteem to our people.

We are fortunate ti9t destiny has imposea this task on

\those of US, fortun:te to be living, at this time. Our

privilege 13 to originabe and formulate nen ideas that are

to uonst1t1te tLe foundation ani basis for an alternative

eflucation system and to usher in 1 new Social order — an

era of democracy in L1.ation 1nfl the Scuth African Society.

He have 9 Guty ani in_es capable rsponsioility to search
1. .w

.honestly and truthfully for tag meaning of our Concept of

peo3le's edu*ation. Our efforts mus 7 in this intellectual

(3111331371113c- ‘90 1,111,111.05} uncon-iit'ia_tla'!__l,}f, T33! uur love for a3. i
.L’ ’7 -0

our 3009138 and nation.

One of the disInbu13h117 fezturas 01' the human inaivddua1

is the capacity to th1:2. This capacity to think has for

cent‘u ies already been organised into 119165 of human

11HG.01‘;,:'I‘.;—“.11(‘H n {3 ”limit we. 09.13:. 9.0in1068 .

mhe 0°“mcity to think 311095 nan, within the animal

kingdom that popul:tes this earth, into a special categoryo

The ability to think is the ability to create and to I
I4.:

Hrgincte r3w tjovct
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Human scientific discovery and civilisation arose out of

human creatiyéty ahfl was :ade possible by this ability to

invent and to ithVate. Our "people's education", when

we shall have define? i"'9 must not omit to ensure that

our centres of educgtiOh and learning are for human beings

Who are best placed anfl empowerefl to handle the problems

of life through having their imaginative and creative

caiacities inspired, encouraged find developed in addition

to being trained in skills. If our definition or

understanding of "people's eudcation" omits to handle the

issue of creativity and to make provision for its

encouragement and flovcloprent it shéil hgve failed our

future nation dismaIly.

I have recently been visiting the German Democratic

Republic. The purpose of my trip was to learn from them

on matters educational. We must always unéerstand that,

we, all; on this planet, can teach each other something

Of value from our experiences as people- I was most
dame

impressed by JLat I saw being$Ior young children educationally.

There is a schooling system in the German Democratic

Republic known as schools for young pioneers. At these

special educational centres young children are brought

together outsifle thc formal clucation system. They are

formed into interest group? from.thc very young six olds

to eighteen year oldso



In each intereht group the chiliron are given practical

'—work or tasks based on their individually declared interOSL.

They may be woxhing with Cloth an? O'hcr fabrics. Jorking

Jith paints ani ; ing paintings or drawings. Norking

With model rockets or s9aco—ships. Working with wood

doing wood—work. Iomkin; with ¢loctronio computers and

other related scientific instruments. In all this variety

of activity, it is th; inugination find Cteative powers of

the chilflrwn that are scught to

young as they are” encourtgod 9.31

_‘

teachers ung instructors, thL

imaginative craxtive work anl t,L "T ~ These children

real pioneers in the true ‘* ' OI the word. They

have th* opporutnity for it. 0y profluce wonderful things.

It must be stressed that imgginative ability, if not

stifled can rise to srnat heights rainsinn man's.J L)‘

innovative skills to high levels a.=,- 2-:2 That is

' ".empowerment of humuh_l- 'Vicuai59 throxgh education, at its

best. It is the only available best ncthod of giving

people complete ccmtrol over their lives and their future.

The Pioneering Spirit and the onfieavour to explore new

territory of univcat'mited unchartorofl physical and

inteliectual terrain ;u5t be incorporated into a future

system.of oQucation for Seuth Africa in order to achieve 



 

genuine people's mower. ihis demand is absolute. It is

,orative. For Without it we would be

15. He shall forever be training our

people in skills wiich aro at best, repetitive,

uninventive and lit ut originalifiy. This condition for

human e3flstance is unaccop abln. It is disservice to

humanity.

I am certain, I have no doubt in my mind, that "people's

education" mush moan education for all people. Education

is a rioht ani not (‘21 orivli,bc. It must be available to

all Who need it7 young and old alike. If this condition

is satisfied then it Will be a genuine people‘s education.

Education shovld not to be for sale to the few who can afford

to pay for it. If must Be made available to all for no

fee. It is a birthright. This requirement is not

negotiable.

.1

Secondly,'people‘s education shoulu aim LO train people

that educationg
,

p
.

U) 5 ;
|—by equipping them jor life.

is the process of Chltiv-“w‘uib s:ills axong members of the

society to enable tKem to garticipato fully ind effectively

in the life of the community; uiicwuion is ezlpoWerment

through the acquisition oi sKills. It is irrelevant

N7whether the so are "“raotical” or "vocational" skills or
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"intellectual" or "professional" skills. All these are

)

1‘
") I Liflgs veil.c
r

, I r c
l'processes of acquiring CXpQrtiso

Doing something well is doing that thing in accordance

with the rules for doing that thing. A good or skilled

driver drives Jell. Driving well is driving safely in

accordance with the rules of driving and the rules of

traffic. It is tLe ability to avoid accidents and

effectiveness in ensuring the safety of your passengers.

.1

Similarlv a 9000 or skilled surgeon floos surgerj Nell.Q

He carries out his Operations accoraing to the rules of

surgcry. He eqrtainiy dccs not search for the patient's

heart in tha patient's foot. If unforscen comylications

arise he mas the aoilitv to steer through them by taking

apfiropriate action.

It is immaterial and of no consequence that the surgeon

is called a "professional" and a product of "educational"

training and the driver a "practical" worker a product of,

"vocational" training. Elitism Joes not belong to people's

education. Senocracy in deed and Word must be its aim its

motto zna armour in our march to genuine freedom for our

people.

Thirdly, people's education must aim to train people to
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cars for the well—being of society through their training

as professional mercenaries for their personal financial

advancement. This means that people's education must

aim to produce a new tyye of person who thinks always

about the good of the community When he uses his training

in the Community and not just of his own personal well—

being. However legitimate the latter mar be it cannot
u 7 J 3 9

justifiably pursued without regard for the well—being of

all society. This is civilisation. That is humanity.

Fourthly, people's education must be intellectually

emancipating ani scientific. It nust be objective and

per sugersition and prejudice. It

should be conpletely revolutionary in ennncipating the

human mind, so hit the human individual can take full

control of his life and also serve the genuine interests

of people and not those of bigots nui social parasites.

Karl Marx Jrote loftily and laudibly about capitalism

desgite his political opposition to it. Somewhere he

wrote thrt capitaliSL.has achieved vondsrs far surpassing

Egyptian Pyrafiids, Gcthic Cathemrsls and German

Acquiducts. it has yut in the shade

generations have achievei gut together. Marx was

refegging to the aflvent of scientific inquiry. That 
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questioningef everJthinggi

to tradition, custom 3n€ the authoritw

education. Human creativity and the pioneering spirit,

properly cultivated Jill guarantee the future of our

naticn among nations.

We come no.v to the fliscussion of FGOLlG'S power. People'

education is and should be for people‘s power. This has

been said many times. I can only reinforce it here. It

should he stressed that the idea of people's education,

coupled Jith the slogan "for people's power" arose out

of the students' revolt that followed the Soweto

hassacre of June 16, 1976. It h3s been a r.cior factor

since then in tho "Poursc against white domination.

P(3(‘fifl.‘-‘"‘ _L;\)Iv'o:_‘ moans. 1;];411‘. .C‘t't-‘L'LO “Hliihori'in,r 970C all authnmma-

in society ‘ ' ‘z : on the people. People‘s power rejects

arbitrary exercise of authority which is not accountable

to those over Jho: such 3uthority is xercised. People's

rov-c"nment, elected my tie people to
(J

Iegple' s ecucthen Cor peom»l '5 power,

,ducation of the people thet e:nsures and

p; file shall govern. This includes 



 

 

paoples participation in tne running of educational

utticns, including the participation of tLe

C
T
'

in i‘(J
)

learners.

“The call for the yarticipation of learners in the runnings

   

 

  

    

of the affairs of centres of learning is justified on two

grounfls. E o m 99 isxy the principle of garticipatory

democracy, and, to provide training in r‘spcnsibility,

for the young: Thtough tiis training in responsibility

we will ensure that we do not develop a sleeping stagnant

people‘s republic of South Africa but a Vibrant,

‘nnovative9 advancing peoples republic. A peoples

republic lofty in purvose, lofty in flotcrmination, lofty

in principle and 10’ Gy in its conception of itself and

the future of its people.

Comra’ss and de&r friends, a word now about SOMAFCO,

C
f
H
4

F, O U
) olomcn Mahlangu‘ Freedom College. The African

National Congress has for the past ten yours been

endeavouring to estcblimh people's ofiu‘ation horn at

n
l-' m. 1—" M r «7-,

chS school. ifii-Lo to tne QUQQOLb o-

93%
of the B$¢§lgls Republic of Tanzania who ge urously

the Government

offerofi us land on JhiCh to establish this school.

Thanks to all our friends and donors who generously

provido& u? With LHC scans to establigh this
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magnificent institution, visible, for all our friends

and gcople to see.

We have sought here, through our educational methods of

'1nstruction, to bridge the gap between intellectual

labour and practical or vocational labour in the minds

of our students. We are still struggling 11th this

problem. Old traditions, habits and beliefs die hard,

but, we are committed to our perception that this approcah

is the only one capable of restoring genuine democracy

and establishing people's power to a free and

independent South Africa. He must finally and

defintively, once and for all, do awa nith theflpractiee

that places higher value on work done by "intellectuals"
fy—

WW

 

and "professionals" as against work done by those who

 

 

possess ”practical" gr flvocational" skills. This is an

 

h».

 

obsenity. It is.the social value of work that is
W

\
important :né not its alleged status or standing.

“-—”ma
.

 

Né have had serious problems in the recruitment of

qualified 3na competent teachers. We hive been

grappling Jith these jrobleuszfir years and we have

finally decided that in order to achieve positive

.and better results in our efforts to provide high

quality education aimed at the promotion, development
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.1

anu achievement of aiucational ,1Lc11ppct we must now

accept the principle of 3.: aryjn” our teachers. UNESCO)

hafig agreed to fund t11is. This is thg only realistic

and viable solution to the practical problem.confronting

us; that is9 attract1n3 qualified staff, in sufficient

n fibers, to raise the quality of cudcatiunal training

at this school to a level f educe-ional competence

and excellence that we aspire for.

WC have decided that the 1nto11 ctual developments of

our young prople is of equal value in importance to the

value we a t1ch t0 the production of tho nov person

politically committed to fhe service of his people.

Our young people hsv: a right tc13ro130r scientific

education corfietontly taught, if they are to be

equinpex ac oart101wwte fully Infi OfIOCtively in the

life 01 their community, 1nd, to participate in

nation building When “Lcrthfi1u is ovogtually eliminated,

whicn will not be long from HOJ. Vc hSVe an urgent

task to prepare our Youth for nationhood now, for the

future. We have a duty to develop Clarity of thought

I 1
on CQjS important subject Of Gople‘s education, and to

110“‘l' our Qrcwle from the tyranny of ne&iocrity and

a low level of humei existdncc.

 



Dear compatriots in she struggle, we have a collective

responsibility to trfiin and Qevoloa a trained
J.

' v
manpower for our country. Jo anneal directly to those   
f you from home to 11019 us horo in exile, in our

efforts to finQ qualifimd oompdtont uni noilttod

ouuoators from among our poople for

his institution9 tho fiust genuinely people's school

f the people of South Africa, to ensure that out

mith a high qualit    

 

 

 

gnu to Unsure that th's school devologs and retains

3LESlyb>fl:32fLiiiflifiif!;_§3_ffllfj§ifr' Jo make this

appeal in the full knowledge and assurance that your

response Will be >ositive and that you will hot fail

us. We know this oocouse your actions sgaeak for you.

You are here With us to coleorato the 10th Anniversary

of tiis school. You woulC not 00 hpre 1; you did not

suMnort this school. Your bojnfi hero7 on this special

ooassion is recognised by us as on not of commitment

in support of Jhat we are dOan here.

It is necessary in ooclin” Jith the subject of

"PEOPLEKS EDUCATION" to examine the role of the

teacher in :ho QoliVory of education to the community.

Education is a process invol*ing teacher and learner;

the instructor wnfl the recipient of knowledge .
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JThe proVision and delivery of People's_3£ucation to

the pebgle to h large measure, is dependent upon the

full and effective participation of the teacher. It.

is imperative, therefore, that teachers be intellectually

and professionally united in Qurpose regarding the

delivery of Peoyle's Education to the .

teachers have to understand that People's Education

is an instrument for the national emancipation of the

oppressed cople of our country. That education is the

'1
2}

key both to the successful’re—organisation of present

day South Africa into a genuine people's democracy

and the promotion of a decent and respectable quality

of life for the pecgle. That the acquisition of skills

by the people is a process of empowerment of the people

to take control over their lives. That the provision

of People's Education for People's Power should be

seen as part cf the struggle for the naticnal

emancipation of all the suffering and oppressed people

of South Africa.

Teachers are vital to the successful ihplementation

Jand rea-isetion of geople's education for our people._

We cannot afford differences and rivalry among

teachers hssociations at this time in the struggle of

;le towards national emancigation. It is aour pee;
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duty and a respnsibility for all teachers to idontify

themselves to ho gart of the natioaal liberation effort

of the oppressed 01 South Africa. The African

National Congress expects anfi appeals to all of you in

teaching profession to unite and work together towards

the totgl, unconditional fr (0 odom of all the oppressed

Oeoulu 01 our countr.. It is not acceptable that we.2.
w.

should have r' al com otinfl unions of teachers at   

this geriod of strug¢le for nationhood.

We are convinced that the Unity Talks you are holding

should be vigorously pursued to result in an agreement

_,

amonb you aims“ at the res isation of QJOplC'S

eflucmtion in our beloved land. For it is only

through people's clucation that our people will take

control of their lives and realise themselves as an

em ncipated nation. The Africzn National Congress calls

upon you and appeals to you as professiOZnal teachers, to

unite in the pursuit of people‘s eflucation vhich

represents for us the national liberation of our.

:eople. What we want is unconéitional freedom for the

indiviflual person in our land. Proofiom.is realisable

easier through educational empowerment. As tea hers

you, therefore, have a responsibility ifiposed on you

by fate to be catalvsts 10? the emergenCo of the newa
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democratic and emancipated society.

My dear people, I hope that what has been said in . \

this presentziion has provided a basis for thought'forl

us tc explore together the concept of People‘s

Education for People's Power. He must search for truth

and real knowledge in all educational matters. The

ideal of People's Education for People's Powef is very

dear to our people, and correctly so. As we search

for the meaning of this ideal we must search for

the best and be thorough in searching for the best.

The eestiny of our fieo;le commands this as a

sacred iuty.

I trust that l have spoken_meaningfully to you. I

.1

know we Q‘l care for justice. I consign the views 8

expressed here to your judgement, as Ly revolutionary

compatriots, in our common struggle for the true

emancipation of all our people.

I love you all.

Seretse Choabi

Secretary for Education

21st A*gust, 1989

 


