
  

  

  

  

REALISM is rare 
. enough in Africa for 

the Nkomati Accord 
between South Africa 
and Mozambique to 
be welcomed whole- 
heartedly 

In that little border 
clearing on March 16 
Mozambique’s Presi- 
dent Samora Machel 
duly received his re- 
ward for nine years of 
Marxist incompetence 

; “and an illusory alli- 
ance with Russia. 

From now on he 

toes South Africa’s line - 
on everything from 
trade to the suppress- 
ion of the anti-apart-" 
heid fighters of the 

rican National Con- 
ress, or faces the 

| 

downfall of his govern- 
ment at the hands of 
South African-backed 
guerillas. 

Something similar 
may be happening on 
the other side of 
Southern Africa. The 
withdrawal of South 
African troops from 
Angola, and the possi- 
ble withdrawal of 
Cuban ones, may con- 
ceivably be leading to 
a settlement of the ap- 
parently endless Na- 
mibia argument. The 
Southern African 
scene could at last be 
reflecting the reality 

‘f mlhtary and eco- 

l\ omic power in the re- 
gion. 

That reality is 
harsh, but it is the only 
basis on which a work- 
-able policy can be 
built. For two decades 
the politics of the re- 
gion have been distort- 
ed by fanciful predic- 
tions of continued 
black revolution. 

Those people in the 
. West who led South 
Africa’s black neigh- 
-bours to believe that 

history would deliver 
South Africa ripe into 
their hands have 
merely condemned 
them to poverty and 
humiliation. They have 

~also given apartheid a 
stunning political 
coup. 

After Nkomati the 
‘new realism should 
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UK’s top news magazine, the Economist, 
surveys the Nkomati Accord 
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spread in both direct- 
ions. The black states 
can concentrate less 
on regional revolution 
and more on recover- 
ing from drought and 
socialism in tolerant 
partnership with the 
regional superpower. 

They know the al- 
ternative: another, and 
disastrous, bout of de- 
stabilisation by South 
Africa’s military arm. 
The South Africans, in 
turn, have their own 
interest in helping 
their neighbours to re- 
cover from the effects 
of destabilisation. 
‘They need a healthy 
regional economic 
partnership. 

South Africa’s white 
minority is under- 

~ standably euphoric. 

The end of a costly 
war is in sight. The 
country’s enemies are 
grovelling. After years 
of failed appeasement, 
and then more years 
of successful thump- 
and-talk, the cordon 
sanitaire zone repre- 
sented by the Portu- 
guese and British co- 
lonies has been all but 
established. 

The Prime Minister, 
Mr P.W. Botha, has a 
foreign policy success - 
to cap his victory in 
last November’s con- 
stitutional referen- 
dum, and to wave in 
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the face of his critics 
of both left and right. 
He is stronger than 
ever. 

“Will Mr Botha use 
this strength to make 
political concessions 
to the blacks, or com- 
placently conclude 
that South Africa can 
now snuggle back into 
the cushions of apart- 
heid? 

It has long been 
clear that apartheid 
has more to do with 
the survival instinct of 
South Africa’s domi- 
nant white tribe than 
with any archaic ideol- 
ogy. 

~ It derives its contin- 
uing potency both 
from white fear of 
over-rapid urbanisa- 
tion by the rural black 
population, and from 
alarm at the experi- 
ence of majority rule 
to the north. 

In recent years 
there have been signs 
that classical apart- 
heid is weakening 
under the pressure of 
economic change. 

Job reservation has 
all but collapsed. 
Some bits of “petty 
apartheid” have been 
dismantled. The new 
constitution offers 
some political rights 
to Asians and to 

/984 

mixed-race Coloured 

people. 
Strengthened by No- 

vember’s overwhelm- 
ing white support for 
his constitution, Mr 
Botha has set up a 

. cabinet committee on 
new constitutional ar- 
rangements for urban 
blacks. Black unions 
are flourishing. 

Yet these changes 
remain within the 
limits of neo-apart- 
heid. The co-option of 
Coloureds, Asians ‘and 
“insider blacks” has 
always been part of 
the strategy. There is 
no sign of an end to in- 
flux control or the 
Group Areas Act. Such 
pillars of apartheid as 
the Immorality and 
Mixed Marriages Act 
stand untouched. 

Mr Botha’s new 
Aliens Amendment 
Bill will declare that 9 
million black South 
Africans who have 
been allocated to the 
dusty backyards mis- 
called ‘“homelands” 
are now aliens, and 
they will impose swin- 
geing fines on anybody 
who employs them in 
white areas. 

There has recently 
been an intensification 
of “black spot” remov- 
als, of pass-law arrests 

ghbours 

tor thelr 

" tions. It is this regula- 
tion of population 
movement which, in a 
“drought-stricken re- 
gion, makes neo-apart- 
heid so heartless a pol- 
icy. If anything it is 
being toughened. 

Mr Botha’s new con-> 
itution which comes 

into effect this year, 
as worth supporting 
ot because it disman- 

tled apartheid, which 
it did not, but because 
more involement of 

\Coloureds and Asians 
, in politics (and one 

day some blacks) is li- 
kelier to bring change 
to South Africa than   any plausible alterna- | 
tive. 

Only through such 
change can white rule 
ever be diluted, and 
'some hope of political 
advance be offered to 
the black majority. 

But there should be 
no illusions about what 
the Nkomati agree- 
ment means for this 
hope. The easing of 
South Africa’s foreign 
relations with its black 
neighbours is a good 
thing because both 
sides need a period of 
peace. There is no 
such convergence of 
interests about apart- 
heid. To apartheid, 
Nkomati is an irrele- 
vance. 
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teachers and students call for in our 
education are not likely to be met by 
the present regime, Mr Tsietsi Maleho, 
a member of the Azanian Students’ 
Orglnhflon(Azaso)uidattlleweek- 

Mr Maleho was addressmg a semi- 
nar of the National Education Union 
of South Africa (Neusa) held at Wil- 
gerspruit. He addressed the seminar 
on the purpose of the Education Char-- 
ter Campaign. Although the major de- 

- mands would not be met, they would 
serve as a way of educating people 
‘about the inadequacies of the present 
system, he said. 

Neusa has links with Azaso and the. 
) Congress of South African Students 
(Cosas) who are engaged in establish- 

- ing Education Charter Committees at 

Technicians needed’ 

  
  

various universities, colleges and 
schools. Some of the demands formu- 

UNIVERSITIES and technicons 
_should teach students and stress the 

need for people with technical and 
commercial skills in the present South 

African labour market, Mr Barend du 
Plessis, Minister of Education and 
Training, said yesterday. 

Addressing the first meeting of 
State Universities and Technicons Ad- 
visory Council in Pretoria, Mr du Ples- 
sis urged universities and technicons in 
South Africa to play an important role 

  

   

   

  

® Education shall be fr 
lated in the Charter thus f:{are 

pulsory at primary and\secondary 
school level; 

OTeachnngshallbereeognisedasa 
political activity; co-operative rather 

- than competitive values shall be en- 
- couraged; skills rather than memoris- 
ing techniques shall be taught; 

o All forms of sexism in school struc- - 
ture and prescribed books shall be 
abolished; 

® Ideologically undesirable books 
shall be eliminated from the curricu- 

 lum, for example, those written by of- 
ficials in the Department of Education 
or Broederbonders; 

® Prescribed books shall be relevant 
to our situation; 

® Teachers shall be answerable to the 
community and not just to the princi- 
pal/inspector. 

in the development process of the 
populations of the country. 

He added: “Care should, however, 
be taken not to emphasise higher ed- 
ucation as a means to assist in rapid 
social and economic development. 
The experience, positive and negative 
of academic development in the Third - 
World can help to guide the planning 
and implementation of that section of 
higher education in southern Africa 

‘that is still in a pattern of growth.” 

0 

and com- 

  

CONGRATS: Mr Vayisile Zini gives his mother, 

  

University of the Witwatersrand (Wits) last week. 
Seven black students were among 135 others who - 
were conferred with Bachelor of Laws degrees at 
the university. LLB degrees, two higher, degrees 

and 60 diplomas in the Faculty of Law 
conferred on students. - 

were 
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HAPPINESS IS: Obtaining a law degree. Patrick Ndou and Vasiliki Apostoleris both passed their LLB 

degrees at Wits University. 

matrlc results@ 
THE private sector’s massive involvement in black 
education has done nothing to improve the appalling 

black matric failure rate, Ms Hanchen Koornhof said 

last night. 
Ms Koornhof, niece of Minister of Co-operation 

and Development Dr Piet Koornhof, was speaking 
during a panel discussion on the upgrading of teach- 
ers. 

She said the private sector’s involvement had im- 
proved the state of black education. ' 

The private sector spent almost as much on educa- 
tion as the Government, Neusa members were told. 

Ms Koornhof identified several motives for this 
substantial aid: 
® The private sector saw education as a means to 
political stability and as an answer to the skills short- 
age; 
® It drew approval from overseas-based companies 
and promoted foreign investment. 

However, nearly all pnvate sector money went to 

Sowcto was recogmsed as one of the most politically 
explqlve areas in the country, and partly because it 
was internationally known and would therefore be _ 
recognised in company reports overseas. ! 

Ms Pippa Stein — employed by the school’s Eng- 
lish Language Research Programme (Selp) which is 
run by the University of the Witwatersrand — said 
lack of confidence was a major reason for the poor 
teaching in black schools. 

Three quarters of Selp’s work (in more than 130 
higher primary schools in Soweto) was to build the 
teachers’ confidence. 

“We have to-show them their opinions and work 
are highly valued and that what they are doing in the 
classroom requires a great deal of skill,” she said. 

All schools in Soweto used English as their me- 
-dium from Standard Three upwards, yet until this 

year they had had no English textbooks.” 
“Standard Three children who cannot say ‘hello, 

how are you’ in English have to learn complex con- 
cepts in English such as the metamorphosis of the 
frog,” said Ms Stein. 
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severe embarrassment. 
With their Marxist 

governments, Mozambi 
que and Angola receive 

Asia, Mos 
for national liberation 
movements and leftist. 
Third World govern- 
ments has been 
yield political 
thai many predi 

Moscow has always ar- 
gued that Soviet advisers 
and Cubam troops in 
Angola and Ethiepia- 

        

e - 

were there to help de- 
fend the two countries 
against threats to their 

The official Soviet me- 
dia have blamed the Nko- 

accerd 

gard: ice of the West ona' 
these Marxist w:‘n- 

Soviet drive for global 

fied by the advances of 
ro-Soviet regimes in 

iopia and Indochina. 

US-backed 
South African plet to 

two countries 
§ 

military and economic 
-o‘-su 

~ “Strong-arm metheds 
hardly make for durable 
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Vremya said. . ; 
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and Angola’s 
contacts yesterday: 

the racists and their Swapo. ; 
patroms remains un- 
changed. 
“While flirting with 

frontline states, 
ing with Angola, Wash- 
ington is knocking to- 
gether an anti-Angolan 
united front of counter 
revolution.” 
Moscow has been urg- 

ing Angola and Mozam- 

  

c- 

tories of Indechina in 
the 1970s. 
Vietnam, which along 

with Mo ia and Cuba 
receives bulk of Sovi- 
et foreign aid, is absorb- 
ing massive resources to 
revive its ecenomy and 
maintain an allied re- 
gime in Kampuchea. 

At the same time, and 
! dnrlte a growing Soviet 

mats for alleged espio- military presence in the 

nage last month and the region, the econemic 

departure of some 10 000 g:gsperity of the Pacific 

Cuban personnel from in nations have weak- 

the country at Ethiopia’s encd the attraction of 
request. 

In Asia, the spread of 

Spotlight 
“Tactics 

the brutal essence 

  

bique to maintain full 
support for the ANC and 

Other reverses for the 
Kremlin in Africa have 
included Ethiopia’s ex- 

includ- pulsion of Soviet diplo- 

alliances with Moscow. 
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communism or cleser . 
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India retains its posi- 

tion as Moscow’s leading 
non-aligned friend after 
wavering in the after- 
math of the Soviet inter- 
vention in Afghanistan, 
an event that -did much 
to damage Moscow’s 
standing in the Third 
World. 

.Analysts say the Krem- 
lin still sees a big poten- 
tial for gain in Iramn 
though the Islamic fun- 
damentalist re; has 

to the - proved as 
Soviet Union as_to the 
United States. 
Moscow has made its ' 

st recent gain in 

the Midale Eaat through 
  

the failure of Washing- 
ton’s involvement in 
Lebanon and the emer- 
gence of its ally Syria as 
a major regional power. 

Central America is 
now at the focus of a Se- 
viet diplomatic political 
and to some extent mili- 
tary effort. But 2 number 
of Western and Latin 
American diplomats 
share the view of French 

nt Mr Mitterrand 
that US policy rather 
than Soviet arms is push- 

the 
fng Nicaragua towards. 

fortunes of El Salvador’s neighbour 
leftist guerillas. 
Moscow argues that 

it sttt s ion 

  

for ‘Soviets 
the West owes the aid to 
the developing world be- 
cause Western exploita- 
tion was the cause of all 
its ills. But diplomats 
say the flagging Soviet 
economy is too weak to 
generate the level of as- 
sistance offered by the 
West. 
“When it comes down 

to it, it’s not the ideology 
that counts, it’s who can 
pay the bills,” one West- 
ern diplomat said. 

The treaty between im- 
poverished Mozambique 

s and i%s rieh sonthern 
‘proved’ the 

nt, lm}added. -— Sapa- 
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