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SOUTH AFRICAN INFORMATION EXCHANGE DISCUSSION FORUM
with
PROFESSOR MICHAEL SUTCLIFFE
on
RECOKSTRUCTING SOUTH AFRiCA: SOME CHALLENGES TO BE FACED
IN BUILDING DEMOCRACY
Michae1 Sutc1iffe teaches in the Department of Town and Regiona1
P1anning at the University of Nata1 in Durban. He is a1so a member of the
Regiona1 Executive of the Southern Nata1 region of the African Nationa1
Congress, where his portfo1ios are Assistant Treasurer and convenor of the
Departments of Loca1 Government, Deve10pment, and Civic Affairs.
About his tcpic for the Discussion Forum, he says: "In our strugg1e to
1iberate South Africa from the shack1es of apartheid, February 2, 1990, wi11
stand out as a batt1e won by our peop1e, but who are neverthe1ess sti11
faced with fighting a war against apartheid.
"The strugg1e against apartheid encompasses at 1east three dimensions:
It is a strugg1e for nationa1 unity, for democracy, and for deve1opment.
The 1atter arena has often been over1ooked as the strugg1e has focused on
the more overt1y po1itica1 dimensions.
"Increasing1y, though, we recognise that as we move from opposition to
governance the who1e question of deve10pment becomes increasing centra1.
This requires organising cunnunities, mobi1ising resources, and deve1oping
po1icies that may easi1y be imp1emented and that wi11 materia11y change
pe0p1e’s lives. This is not an easy process, particu1ar1y given the present
high 1eve1s of vio1ence and fragnentation of authorities."
We hope you can join us to meet with Michae1 Sutc1iffe as he tries to
out1ine some of the cha11enges facing the "deve10pment of democracy and
democratic deve1opment during the transition." If you are ab1e to attend,
p1ease ca11 Many A. Woods at (212) 984 5567, so that we wi11 know how many
participants to expect.
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