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: TEX O ADDRESS BY MR NELSON R D
S RIA O UGUST 1992

QUOTE

09: country is paesing through the most important phase in its
history. The paSSing of the old order of apartheid rule
and the birth of a new era of peace, democracy and justice is
marked with trials, tribulations and immense sacrifice. The
general. strike on Monday and Tuesday (3 -+ 4 August 1992) is"
unquestionably one of the greatest events in our history. More
than 4 million workers stayed away. Millions more of youth and
students, housewives, business peOple and civil servants
participated. It is time for all of us to read the lessons
correctly.

What makes 4 million workers stay away from work, forgo
their wages in the midst of rampant unemployment, poverty
and when fear stalks their lives in the townships? A
sacrifice of such immense magnitude by the most downtrodden
sections of our People, who have acted in the name of Peace
and Democracy, requires an answer that measures up to the
responsibility that this places on our shoulders.

Let us congratulate the People for the disciplined and
peaceful way in which they have conducted the General
Strike. That is why it succeeded. They did not allow
themselves to be intimidated by the Government and all those
forces who did everything in their power to defeat the
action of the People. Nor did they allow themselves to be
misled by the barrage of misinformation and false
propaganda. Nothing can detract from the fact that this
general strike was peaceful. Those who still cling to the
idea that the success of this mass action was based on
intimidation do themselves an injustice. Because this could
only be true if they believed that the ANC and its allies
have the power to intimidate so many millions of people.

Let us congratulate all those employers, big and small, who
responded to the call for Peace and Democracy, who closed
their enterprises, and who committed themselves not to
victimise their employees for staying away from work. They
aligned themselves with the forces of democracy at great
sacrifice. We say this advisedly because we know that they
have to survive in an economy which is stagnating because of
decades of apartheid rule, mismanagement and corruption.

The success of the General Strike is also due to the way in
which all the structures of the Alliance, of Cosatu, the

South African Communist Party and the ANC, persevered with
the formidable task of organising the strike. In this
regard, we congratulate all the democratic formations
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including the civics, the religious, students, teachers,
women, youth and cultural organisations. It is of special
significance that the Coloured and Indian Communities
overwhelmingly participated in the stayaway. They all acted
with a unity of purpose which made the General Strike a
decisive blow for peace and democracy.

We congratulate the international community for rallying to
our cause. The presence of the small United Nations
Monitoring Force played no small role in ensuring that the
democratic right of our People to engage in mass action was
realised in practice. This is not a victory for the ANC or
Cosatu or the SACP. It is a victory of the People of South
Africa. It is a victory for peace and democracy. All South
Africans, Black and White, want peace, economic stability
and a happy future for their children.

Viva Peace And Democracy!

The ANC and its allies, in embarking on mass action, did not
act in order to score points for our organisations. The
objectives behind the mass action are too serious to allow
anyone to play party politics with the future of our People
and the country.

Together all have struck a blow for peace and democracy

It is in this spirit that we are all obliged to see the
period ahead. We have not come here to gloat. We are here
to take South Africa along the road to peace and democracy.
If the Government of the day responds in this same spirit,
our action will have been the best thing that could have
happened for the negotiations process. All the People of
our country and the entire international community await the
response of the Government. It should now be clear to all
that an interim government of national unity is an urgent
and critical step to take our country forward. Such a
Government can only be based on the political realities
which reflect the sentiments of all South African citizens.
Unless our country decisively moves forward to the
establishment of an interim government there will be no
progress.

Forward to an interim government of national unity!

The creation of an Interim Government of National Unity has

to be linked to a vision which ensures that our entire

People will have a direct say in the drafting and adoption
of a constitution which embodies democracy. This means that

there must be a commitment to a sovereign, democratically

elected Constituent Assembly. It is critical that practical

steps are taken by the Government to curb the violence which
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is ravaging the lives of our People in the townships. These
three categories of demands constitute the fourteen we have
made to the Government. Unless they are met satisfactorily
by the Government negotiations cannot be resumed.

It is time for the Government to abandon the path that it
has been following. While pursuing negotiations, it
simultaneously sought to weaken the ANC an the democratic
forces. Along this direction it also sought to build
alliances with all sorts of dubious political formations in
the hope that this will add to the process of weakening the
ANC. This has been one of the gravest mistakes it committed
in the current period. The time has arrived for it to
abandon this path.

The ANC and its Allies remain committed to the search for a
negotiated resolution of the crisis facing our country. We
have engaged in Mass Action with the clear objective of
ensuring that the outcome of the negotiations is a
democratic future for our country. What happens next, and
what form the campaign for Peace and Democracy takes,
depends on how the Government responds to our demands which
address the crucial obstacles in the path of negotiations.

History will not forgive any of us if the search for
face-saving formulae prevents us from finding the correct
responses which facilitate negotiations to be resumed an to
be successful. The outcome of the mass action campaign must
not allow any of us to become dizzy with success. Our
People have shown that, in the midst of poverty,
unemployment and economic crisis, they remain firmly
committed to act for peace and democracy. The millions who
have shown this commitment need to be organised.

The campaign for Peace and Democracy must become a tidal
wave which will thrust our country into a future where
justice prevails, peace is assured and democracy becomes a
way of life. Let unity, discipline and peaceful action
become the hallmark of everything we do.

Viva peace, viva Democracy!

UNQUOTB
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g;BTIgg AI THE UNION BUILDINGS (PRETORIAI on 5 AUGUST 1992

REMARKS AND ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS BY STATE PRESIDENT FW DE KLERK
AFTER THE CABINET MEETING AT THE UNION BUILDINGS ON 5 AUGUST
1992 - THE SAME DAY ON WHICH THE MASS PROTEST GATHERING BY
THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC) TOOK PLACE AT THE UNION
BUILDINGS

"Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen

Let me say that today we had our normal weekly scheduled
cabinet meeting. It was business as usual. While all the
dramatic activities were going on, we were discussing how to
make sure that the Transvaal, the industrial heart of South
Africa, will have enough water in the year 2004 and 2010. We
attended to the great problems created by the drought - the
need for proper food distribution and water distribution and .
all sorts of practicalities in the best interests of all
South Africans.

We also focussed on a report back from our cabinet meeting
in the bush where we focussed on the constitutional process
and the negotiation process. We had a report back, summing
up what we discussed there and giving further instruction
for the refinement in preparation of the resumption of
negotiations. Because we are moving to the resumption of
negotiation.

I see from the speech that Mr Mandela has made - from a
written copy that I obtained - that he said that today
struck a blow for peace and democracy. We need not to

strike blows. We need to strike bargains for peace and
democracy. And the way to strike bargains for peace and

democracy is for us to resume negotiations. I was glad to

note from his speech that he recommitted the ANC to
negotiation. I look forward to the day when Mr Mandela will .

once again see me in my office, as he has done often. He

needn't speak to me from the lower part of the Union
Buildings. There is an open door here. He needn't kick any

doors down - the doors are open. The invitation was issued

right at the time when the ANC announced that negotiation

was suspended by them. I said let us even go to the bush

for two full days and have a fundamental discussion. That

is what is needed now.

May I also say that the whole basis on which the whole mass

action has been justified is really a basis not founded on

fact. The basis is an allegation that the Government is

delaying the process. That is untrue, for we are in a

hurry. The basis is that it was the Government's fault that
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there was a break-down in negotiations. It is not true.
Even by admission of the ANC, a decision was taken in their
inner circles a week before CODESA II to scuttle CODESA.
The justification is found in the (alleged) fact that the
Government is not in favour of a full democracy. It is
simply not true. We say that we need a transitional - call
it interim, whatever you want to - government of national
unity as soon as possible. We have even made proposals that
it must be an elected one. We are not against it. We are
not against the concept of a properly elected Parliament
which will also act as a constitution writing body - call it
constituent assembly if you want to - with regard to a final
and permanent new constitution for South Africa. Therefore
the whole basis - the whole allegation that the Government
needs to be kicked and pressurised into accepting real
democracy, full representative government - is a false
basis.

We must discuss and negotiate exactly how a transitional
government should be constituted and elected. We must
discuss how, in a transitional period, the country should be
governed, what the legislature should look like. Yes, we
believe in checks and balances. But checks and balances
doesn't mean a minority veto, as is alleged. And so I could
continue.

Therefore I say: walk in through the open door. There is
no need to break down any doors. There are no walls which
need to be knocked down. The solution lies in resuming
negotiations.

Q: The ANC is saying that it won't go back to the
negotiating table until the fourteen demands are
met. Is the Government planning to address those
demands?

A: We have discussed many of those things in public
already. We have reacted to the Goldstone
Commission's recommendations touching upon a number
of the issues - also (issues) raised by the ANC.
What we need to do is to sit down and discuss the
issues mentioned in documentation which was
exchanged between the Government and the ANC. We
have furnished them with a fairly detailed reply.
They might not be satisfied with everything - so
let us discuss it.

Q: So, do you plan to take that further. They have
made it quite clear today, is seems, that there is
no way they are going to return to the table.
(Last part of question unclear).
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Well, certain discussions have been taking place.
And it was - and I am not disclosing a secret - in
the past five days there was discussions between
the Government and the ANC on specific issues. We
need to broaden the discussions also to other
issues.

You mentioned the constitutional points but are you
prepared to make any more concessions to the ANC on
the question of measures to curb violence? That is
one of the three core demands that Nelson Mandela
today boiled down the fourteen demands to.

We continuously try to improve on our already
basically good record in efforts through the
security forces to curb violence. The Goldstone
Commission's appointment was one of those. And
yes, the Government is continuously reviewing how
it can improve its role - which is a fundamental,
a crucial role - in the curbing of violence.

We unfortunately find, however, that when we take

certain steps, then we are suddenly criticised for
the very steps that we take. For instance, when we
recently - at the beginning of the week, over the
weekend - deployed an additional more or less
5 000 men in all the troubled spots, we were
criticised for doing so. We did it in conjunction
with welfare departments in an effort also to
restore dignity to the townships. And then we faced
criticism. We are not going to be put off by that

criticism. We will do our duty but we also
emphasise that political leaders also have a crucial

role to play in the curbing of violence - by giving
a lead to their people.

I am glad that, to a great extent, the mass action

thus far - there were very clear definite efforts on

the side of the ANC to ensure that they were
properly controlled and so on. They didn't always

succeed, but nonetheless I appreciate their efforts.

Basically of course, we don't think that mass action

at this time is what is needed. We think that

negotiation is needed at this time, and may I say

with reference to mass action: It is undeniable, for

instance, that today's march caused damage to

people. Many people's businesses were disrupted.

They were robbed of normal business and clientele

because no cars were allowed to park in front of

their shops, everybody stayed away from the

(business) areas as a result of fear of violence

breaking out.
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So, yes, it did cause damage to many people.

Mr President, following a series of independent
reports which have been quite critical of the
Police during recent months, can you conceive that
there might be something in the ANC's complaints of
partiality or of something being wrong in the
Security Forces?

We have never denied that individuals may have
transgressed the policy and their instructions. It
happens across the world. We have recently charged

policemen who were actually (found) guilty and they

were sentenced to death.

Further court cases are now in process against

policemen who were partial and did participate in

the instigation of violence or actually in violence

itself. So, we are against it and when we get

evidence of it, we take notice of it and we take

steps.

So, we have never denied it. But to generalise as

if the whole Police Force is part and parcel of a

plan to destabilize and actually takes sides and as

if the Police Force as such is not impartial, I

think, is an unjustified allegation.

Given the differences between the ANC and the

Government over the question of violence, do you

think there should be a greater role given to the

UN? Their presence seems to have had some effect in

the diminishing of violence. What are your

comments on this?

I don't think that the violence can be solved from

overseas. We have said and we have proven that we

have no problem with observers. They can, through

encouragement or whatever, play a constructive role.

They are welcome to do so. However, the leaders of

South Africa will have to end violence. They have

signed a pact with each other how to do it and they

must make the mechanisms which they have agreed to

and of which they are part - they must make them

work and they must ensure that they work

successfully. We must upgrade our efforts within

the National Peace Committee and we must all give

our unqualified support to the National Peace

Secretariat. We must all use our influence as

political leaders to make sure that the conflict

resolving regional committees and local committees

work successfully.

  



 

 

We have done all those things. We must now

adhere to, firstly, our own commitments. We must

stop making inflammatory statements. I haven't

made one. You won't trace one that I have made.

The Government is not making inflammatory

statements. You can analyse statements by others,

though, and decide who do it.

That is what we need: we need a spirit and a culture

of reconciliation to manifest itself. For that, it

takes two to tango. And that means - that

commitment and that culture need to be shown and to

be exhibited by all political leaders and all

political movements. In that regard the

Government's hands are clean.

Q: Mr President do you accept the ANC's demands for an

interim government of national unity? .

A: We have already agreed a long time ago in

principle that there must be a transitional

government of national unity. There is no

fundamental difference of opinion between us. We

must negotiate how to get it. I say it must be an

elected government of national unity in which all

South Africans, white and black, each one of

eighteen years and older, will bring out a vote.

That is the democratic way in which to get to a

properly constituted transitional government of

national unity.

We are in favour of it. It is not a demand. Read

my speech at CODESA I and you will see that we have

advocated it all along.

0: Are you preparing to launch a fresh constitutional "

initiative, something to get talks back on the road?

A: Well, we are constantly working at it. But such

initiatives are not "launched" in the sense that,

maybe, you referred to. We will continue to work

for it in various ways and through various means.

Q: But are you confident that yOu will be talking to

the ANC, as some people have suggested today,

within weeks?

A: I am confident that negotiations will be resumed.

I can't force people into negotiations. You must

ask that question to them. I am prepared to sit down

tomorrow.  



 

 

 

Mr Mandela said that the extent of support for the
week of mass action means that you, the Government,
you President De Klerk, must now accept the ANC is
demanding peace and democracy standing on its feet
and not kneeling on its knees. What is your
response to that?

I have never wanted Mr Mandela or anybody on their
knees. I have always spoken to him on the basis of
fully recognising his position as an important
leader of a large political movement and I have
never requested, in any way whatsoever, an attitude
on the side of the ANC to be sort of subjective or
anything like that. So, once again, I think it is
a perception which is being created. It is just
not true.

What will the Government do if the ANC refuses to
come back to the table? "How long are you prepared
not to have negotiations"? (Quoted part of question
unclear).

Well, I would start out by saying that I take Mr
Mandela seriously when he recommitted the ANC today
to negotiation and I'll take him at his word and
therefore I think it is a speculative question
which won't materialise. We will talk again to
each other.

You have called a second session of Parliament
within two months time. Do you expect new
developments by that time? Can we see legislation
through Parliament by that time?

We have been working very hard. Yes, that session
will definitely take place. I haven't called it
(only) now. I announced that there will be a
session, starting on the 12th of October, and that
hopefully we will be able to present to that
session the results and the fruits of negotiations.
But if not, at least Parliament will be afforded
(the opportunity) to discuss the state of the
nation as it will be at that stage. And yes, you
can expect at least some basic legislation to be put
before Parliament. It is not just general
legislation, it will be constructive legislation
aimed at assisting progress, without us in any way
trying to act unilaterally. Let me underline that,
please. We are not working on a go-it-alone option.
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When Mr Mandela broke away, broke off negotiations

with you in June, he was saying pretty much the

same thing then he was saying today. When you then

responded to him a few days later, you were saying

pretty much the same thing you are saying (today).

When can we see some movement? When can we expect

to see some public movement?

I really think you underestimate what has been said in

the meantime. I have been on television; I have had a

full international press conference; I issued what I

think was a five page statement - and all of that, if you

analyse it, consititutes progress, constitutes addressing

- in a constructive manner - important issues. And some

of those important issues were issues also raised by the

ANC. So, if he still says pretty much the same thing, I

think it is time for the ANC to start reacting

constructively to what we have said in a constructive.

spirit".

(End of questions)

TRANSCRIPT ISSUED BY THE OFFICE OF THE STATE PRESIDENT

PRETORIA

5 AUGUST 1992

 


