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Dear Fred,

re: ANC - ARCHI VES.

| have contacted two individuals with regard to nusical archive
programs already instituted or in the planning stages at other
centres.

| tel ephoned Mary Rorich at Wts who told ne she was tied up with
ot her commitnents but would be contacting nme at sone future date
to di scuss the subject of archives. Thus far, she has not cone
back to ne.

| met Gordon Metz of the Mayi buye Centre in Cape Town at a recent
Wts History workshop and had a good talk with him He let ne
read a prelimnary report that he was preparing on nusica
archiving and asked ne for ny coments. In general, his proposals
seemed to be good ones, but | had two specific criticisms: (1)
the report did not take into account the archiving role already
bei ng undertaken by existing institutions such as the |ILAM and
Gllo (2) the report did not deal realistically with the
conplications involved with existing copyrights. Gordon has

prom sed to send nme a copy of the report once it is finished.

| remain convinced that the nost practical and cost-effective
archiving nethod on a national level is one first suggested to me
by Prof. Chris Ballentyne of the University of Natal, nanely to
establish a conputerized central listing of all Southern African
material held by individual archives around the country. Thus an
interested party would be able to easily determ ne where any
particul ar recordi ng mght be accessed and proceed with the
appropriate arrangerments with the archive
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holding it. The conpilation of such a listing would probably best
be adm nistered by a centralized research organization such as

t he HSRC.

Such an arrangenent woul d recogni ze and further engender the
contributions of existing archives while extending their utility
to a larger audience. It would also recognize the fact that South
African nusic is so conplex and has produced such a vast quantity

of recorded performances - probably in excess of one mllion to
date - that no all-inclusive central archive would ever be
capabl e of effectively dealing with it.

Thanks.
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ROB ALLI NGHAM



