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Saturday People

Briefly

ably in the occupation most taken

HELEN Mapula Sebidi failed miser-

for granted as the working domain of
: African women of her generation —
_that of domestic servant. When she had to
i do floors, her knees got swollen; when she

After being dismissed

one night in near-delirium
g as vivid as “pictures in
é# Four mythical ancestors
er and agriculturalist
amabele Sebidi;
itchdoctor Lotta Se-
#bidi; an unnamed that-
fncher of roofs; and wall
i painter Robert Sebidi.
#"Each in turn beckoned
L.to her, asking her to
{';follow, but she chose to
+follow Robert, the
e 2

{ maker of images.

\: Sebidi got off her
1 sickbed at her grand-
{.mother’s house and set
LDff on a long, lonely

Aration and struggle to
i emerge today as one of
©South Africa’s major
i talents — a painter
i whose work has gained

ride of place in some

#pf the country’s most
g)restige collections.

o

L5

N 1989, a watershed
year in her develop-
ment as an artist, she
received the Standard
Bank Young Artist
Award and her work
was exhibited at the
‘Grahamstown art festi-

“Yal.

___ That same year she
exhibited at UNISA in
Pretoria and was laud-
ed at Wits’s Gertrude
Posel Gallery. In one
astonishing quantum
leap into international
fame, the former failed
char won a Fulbright
scholarship to study
art overseas.

This week, some of
her current work in
acrylic, pastel and

was given a chance at cooking, her feet ob-
jected. “For days on end I couldn’t walk, I
had to crawl around. I was very sick.”

and sent back to her

native village at Skilpadfontein, she awoke one
. She had had a dream
a bioscope”.

appeared to her: build-

A rejected char
makes her mark

charcoal — as well as:

some of her earlier
works, such as clay
pots — go on display at
the Everard Read Gal-
lery in Rosebank, along
with two other self-
made artists, Lucky Si-
biya and Noria Mabasa
(more about them in

ARTIST’S WORLD: Helen Sebidi peeps from between two of her gi
Rosebank this week. She derived her artistic inspiration from an ancestral spirit seen during a dream.

the next Saturday
Star).

Her work today is
strikingly modern and
powerful — with tou-
ches reminiscent of
some of the greatest
painters of our time,
among them Picasso,

R

ant black- and-white charcoal works which go on

JOE LOUW steps into the world of
artist Helen Sebidi — and tells of her
incredible journey from rags to

cultural riches.

Marc Chagall and the
British contemporary,
Steven Campbell.

But her large can-

HYDE PARK B;VInW);§ PUBLIC AUCTION
THE AIDA TOUCH

including the property of “Conte van Cleef”, and successful millionaire

estates. Se!lin?
all

NORMAN ROCKWELL,
((Klss!l
R12 000-R15 000

'Park home that lends itself to luxury, security and charisma. Cloistered behind hi
560 sq metres of breathtaking landscape, borehole and garden spotlights, fountal
gates and intercom, parklan
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The House: A stone's throw away from the most prominent shopping centre — ‘"Hyde Park Corner”. An executive Hyde

garden nestling on 4 000

cottage en suite, 3 garages, very large rose garden and much more.

prestigious homes and-contents. Great collectors of art —
of which will be on offer for discerning buyers.

h \.mragsi private ?nd Itrs:ar:ura plus/minus
untains and large pool with lights, electronic
metres of tranquillity, with 4 bedrooms maini%n suite, extra

INVITATIONS TO THIS SELL OUT!

Duly instructed to sell the complete collection including private entries and other et alienus:

FRENCH MUSIC CABI
R8 000-R10 000

[

CONDITIONS OF SALE: Sale subject to change without prior notice. Payment by
bank guaranteed cheque or cash. Personal cheques will be subject to bank clear-
ance prior to the collection or delivery of goods. 10% buyer's commission will be
charged. Right of admission reserved. Light refreshments will be served. Refund-

NET

The contents include: Sir W R Flint ori
Henry Moore; South African, British and
watercolours; drawings; bronzes; sculptures: exceptional fine
jewellery, diamonds, sapphires, emeralds, collection of hand-col-
oured engravings; gilded framed mirrors; Regency antique furni-
ture; art-deco vases; early Victorian dining room table; Victorian
set of six chairs; card table; Victorian grandmother and grandfa-
ther chairs; Victorian stretcher table; Victorian chaise longue;
Victorian table; Victorian stretcher table; Dale Tiffany Iamps;
gold pocket watch; Dunhill watch; Silver clocks; 18 ct gold dress

ginals; Marc Chagall;
Continental paintings;

rings; Georgian, Victorian and William hallmarked silver and silver
plate; French and Victorian chairs; porcelain; crystal; antique copper; (posthumous) bronzes:
antique bronzes; Krugerrands; colour TV; video; freezer; garden furniture: W H Coetzer G
Boonzaier, Anton van Wouw; very fine selection of Turkish and Persian silk rugs; collectable old
and antique Khellims; Tinus de Jongh; large Gabriel de Jongh oils; selection of Persian and
Oriental carpets; Victorian English oil painting; most important Ephraim Ngatane oil.

able registration deposit of R1 000.

AIDA IN ASSOCIATION WITH MICHAEL
AUCTIONEERS, TEL (011) 447-3814.
FAX (011) 788-2257. FOLLOW AIDA POINTERS
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vases, often the size of
murals, have a vitality
and spontaneity all of
their own — with in-

L

display at the Everard Reed Gallery in

@ Photograph: JOE LOUW

tense rhythmic pat-
terns intricately
worked with brilliantly
playful colours.

Both her storytelling
and her technique
come from her grand-
mother, who she says
was her greatest teach-

er, friend and admirer.

“I believe my grand-
mother lives on in me,”
she says simply. “As a
child I used to watch
her fingers as she de-
corated the walls of

sour home with cow

dung.”

S HE continues:

“What I'm doing today
is just an extension of
this. I feel safe in my
work. I'm settled and
happy and I enjoy it
while I do it — much
as I enjoyed the em-
broidery my mother
taught me or the clay
pots we used to make.
My work is an exten-
sion of my enjoyment
of it.”

Sebidi says that de-
spite the poverty of her
rural home, they were
actually rich — rich in
the culture of the
Tswana people.

“We had a very busy
home and we were rich
from doing most of our
chores: pot-making, de-
corating the home, the
men carving wood, our
stories and our values,
and even the cooking
made people more
alive and made them

happy.”

I IELEN insists

that helping other peo-
ple, especially those
blind, crippled or oth-
erwise disabled, is a
source of enrichment.
“There is no such thing
as a scrap person,” she
says. “When I looked
after my grandmother,
and sick uncle, and
brought up my son, I
never felt it was a
problem or even a
duty. I did it with joy.”

For many years, she
says, she used to troop
to the city with “clay
pots in one hand, paint-
ings in the other and a
suitcase balanced on.
my head to look for
survival, more know-
ledge about art and
perhaps, one day, rec-
ognition.”

Helen Sebidi has not
only survived, she has
arrived.

Boxing star with the
world at his feet

E'S TALL, dedicated, the typical

—8 boy-next-door — and one hell of

a prospect. Corrie Sanders, the
unbeaten South African heavy--

weight champion, seems to have what
many of his compatriots lack: charisma.
This quality, plus an impressive physique,
dark good looks and exciting natural box-
ing skills, could take him to the top of the
heap. Sanders meets American Levi Bil-
lups on the Heavyweight Explosion bill

at Sun City tonight.

He ishandled by two of the shrewdest
heads in local boxing — Harold Vol-
brecht and former world champion Brian
Mitchell, who believe their property is

te.

“The best thing about him,” says Mit-
chell, “is his easy-going, down-to-earth
manner. He’s just a regular guy ...
there’s nodanger of a swollen head.”

THE Pretoria-born former police-

man took up boxing by accident. “I
watched my uncle, Irvin Sanders, boxing
in Brits once. It looked easy. If I'd known
how tough it could be, maybe I wouldn’t
have taken it up.” He was’ all of seven
years old then, but the boxing bug had

well and truly bitten.

At 1,89 m, weighing 100 kg, Sanders is
ideally built for a heavyweight. His natu-
ral athleticism gives him an edge on
the many ponderous contenders among
the big men. Driven by a burning de-

Sandersmdoes his homework

sire fo become the second
heavyweight in the coun-
try to win a world title
(Gerrie Coetzee, the
“Boksburg Bomber”, was
the first, taking the WBA
crown), Sanders is not
afraid of hard work.

Mitchell bristles with
confidence when discus-
sing the young man’s
prospects. “Sanders will
be the best of them all. He
has mobility, lightning-
fast hands.”

Former WBA and IBF
world junior lightweight
champion Mitchell retired
from the ring to take on a
new role as fight manag-
er,
“He has the dedication
Johnny du Plooy lacked.
He is faster and more mo

HE IS quick, mobile,
dedicated — ‘just about the
best prospect we've had’,
manager Brian Mitchell tells
ARTHUR MOLISWA.

@ Photograph:
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bile than Coetzee. He cer-
tainly hits harder than
Coetzee and has better
boxing skills than either
Kallie Knoetze or Mike
Schutte.

“I think that makes him
just about the best pros-
pect we've had.”

Volbrecht says it is no
longer a question of “ifs”
— the Pretoria lefthander
will realise his dream
when he challenges WBC
titleholder Britain’s Len-
nox Lewis next year.

Lewis will defend his
crown at the opening of

¥

the new MGM Grand
Hotel in Las Vegas on
‘March 5, against an oppo
‘nent yet to be named.

SANDERS’S promot-

ers, Cedric Kushner and
Rodney Berman, say that
no matter who comes out
on top in that fight, Sand-
ers will meet the winner
in June.

No longer nervous in
front of cameras aqd
notebooks, Sanders is

X

emerging as a craftsman
who studies others’ styles
and apparent shortcom-
ings. “Homework is im-
portant,” he says.

“Take Lewis: he's a
good boxer with fast
hands and a hard right-
cross, but there’s nothing
about his make-up that
makes him exceptional.

“I don’t rate him nearly
as highly as Riddick
Bowe, for example.”

Says Volbrecht: “Corrie
still has some shortcom-
ings ... but I'm certain he
has it in him to become a
world champion.’

SAP marchers summonsei

POLICE began serving summonses yesterday o
SAP members who took part in a Police and Pr
ons Civil Rights Union march in Johannesburg ;
month. A police spokesman said they could |
charged departmentally for contravening the j
lice disciplinary code. Charges included using 5tz
vehicles to attend a political march and condy
unbecoming of police officers. — Sapa 1

Fergie makes comeback °

LONDON — The Duchess of York felt like “a 1ld]
after her separation from Prince Andrew. “I w:
hugely overweight and bulbous,” she told Ausés
lian magazine New Weekly — and admitted sk
had gorged herself on food to help her cope i

the pain of separation. Friends say slimmed-©
Fergie is back to her old self. — Foreign Servie™

Jailed for daughter’s deat

NOTTINGHAM — A judge jailed a Rastafzia
man for 30 months yesterday for refusing to dlo:
his diabetic daughter life-saving medicatior b
cause it contravened his religious beliefs. Dugh
Harris (32) and his wife Beverley (33) were coric!
ed eight days ago of the manslaughter of hei
daughter Nahkira, who lapsed into a diabetic ¢om
and died in February. — Sapa-Reuter :

New turn in baby deaths ¢

MURDER charges against five National Educior
Health and Allied Workers Union members, said J'Ix
responsible for the deaths of 14 babies during a ik
at Garankuwa Hospital in 1990, have been provisigall:
withdrawn, the Attorney-Generals office in Prfi:
said. — Sapa

Flu shots lead to AIDS festt"

WASHINGTON — Nineteen Time employees e
anti-flu shots with needles used more than once (
be tested for AIDS. Dr Wesley Oler (75) acknowl
re-using several needles. “I ran short and used
twice after carefully scrubbing them down with
sponges ... not a wise judgment.” But the practice
not risky because that's how doctors cleaned
before disposable ones were invented, he said. — &p
AP T

° ° . ]
Dirty powerlines halt city -
ATHENS — A power failure plunged Athensinf
chaos yesterday. And officials warned the Greek:aj
ital's 4 million unhappy residents to brace for mn
They count on rain to clean the high-voltage cablesBu
there has not been a downpour since early sprin, -
Sapa-Reuter E

Boy (11) drove drunk dad. .'1

World record stamp price,

GENEVA — A woman believed to be acting i
private collector bought the “crown jewel of'
lately” this week for a world record price of R12,9
lion. The 1847 envelope from Mauritius carried t¥
the rarest stamps in the world — a One Penny Ré(
a Two Pence Blue — and contained the original I
to a Bordeaux wine firm. — Sapa-Reuter 4

500 luxury homes destroye&

LONDON — US insurers are expecting to recs
claims of well over $1 billion (about R3,3 billion’
damage caused by this week’s California fires,

ports suggested around 500 “high value” homes v
destroyed in the fires, — Sapa-AF '

Latest Scope ‘undesircblé}

SCOPE'S November 12 issue has been declared
desirable, the Directorate ot Publications annor
ed yesterday. Of 32 films submitted for examn
tion, 12 were approved unconditionally and*
conditionally. — Sapa !

Plane hijacked to Taiwan ',
TAIPEI — A Chinese civilian airliner with 138 p’
on board was hijacked to Taiwan yesterday. It wz
fifth Chinese civilian plane hijacked to Taiwan
April. — Sapa

Girls suspended over scarves

LYON — Four Muslim girls were suspended
school yesterday for refusing to take off their !
scarves, Last month the school’s teachers sta
strike to express concern over the headscarves,
they said as religious symbols undermined the ir
tion’s secular status. — Sapa-Reuter

Tower Beefeaters strike

LONDON — Thousands of tourists hoping to s
Crown Jewels and other attractions at the 'l
of London found the castle closed yesterday a
red-coated Beefeaters joined a one-day civil se
strike. — Sapa-AP

Aussie jails overcrowded

MELBOURNE — Most of Australia’s prisons are

crowded to the extent that many prisoners double
cells designed to hold only one. Northern Territory.
are 117 percent full. — Foreign News Service :

Farming gift from Japan

CAPE TOWN — Japanese Ambassador to South
Katsumni Sezaki yesterday signed a grant contri
talling more than R111000 for agricultural ass
to the Saron community near Cape Town. — Saf

Thief takes hero’s medal

AN 83-year-old recipient of the Star of Sout}
— the highest award given by the State P
to a civilian — has lost the medal to a thief. {
man had taken the medal to his office to sh

colleagues. — Sapa

SYDNEY — An Australian man, accused of Iing
‘his 11-year-old son drive him home because hévé;
too drunk, was charged yesterday with lettir:
unlicenced person drive his car. The boy wasa
tioned. — Sapa-Reuter

Hope for stranded hoSpifci'

CAPE TOWN — The South African field hos
for Bosnia may soon resume its journey after a
eign Affairs offer to “do everything possible to§
and a promise by Britain to protect it on the wa
R5 million hospital has been stranded in contain
the Croatian port of Ploce since September. —

Correspondent i

Killer said to be bushman

BELANGLO STATE FOREST \australia) — The s
killer of seven backpackers, @ost of them young}
eigners whose bodies were foind in a remote Aus
lian forest, appears to be an expert bushman, p¢
say. The killer disposed of the remains in a delibe:
pattern on either side of trails. — Sapa-Reuter |
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SHING DI: Every
ve and twitch is re-

Fleet Street circulation wars trigger the tormenting of Di

LONDON — Princess Diana is an ill,
broken young woman, driven to tears
and back to buliminia by a heart-
less husband, his conniving father and
their palace lackeys.

Princess Diana is a vain, moody
young woman who is determined to
wreak revenge upon the royal family
for cutting her adrift and destroying
her ambition of one day becoming a
revered Queen Mum.

Princess Diana longs for a reconcilia-
tion with Prince Charles.

Princess Diana can’t stand living in

the same country, let alone the same
city as Prince Charles.

as the gospel truth, according to “'close
friends””, ‘“‘royal insiders’’, ‘“‘senior
courtiers’’ and “'top palace aides’’.

For obvious and, one suspects, not
so obvious reasons, none of these “'in-
formers’’ has ever been named.

For the truth is that far from being
the plaything of the Windsors/the
woman spurned, the Princess of Wales
has become the circulation war foot-
ball of Fleet Street. Every day of the
week/month/year, valuable hours are
spent planning the next royal “'scoop”’.

A front-page photograph of Diana
looking beautiful or bothered, sexy or
sad, cross or cute is deemed top priori-

THE princess has become a
football in a pursuit ‘beyond
understanding’ for :
newspaper sales, writes
ALAN ROBINSON.

For example: This week the princess
went home early and red-eyed from a
charity concert. It was obvious that she
had been weeping. Buckingham Pal-
ace released a statement saying she
had been suffering from migraine.

Ah, said the media, what causes
migraine? Stress, said their on-tap

the stress? Fevered imaginations went
to work, the “insiders” and “top
aides”” were summoned for an answer.
They produced at least five:

@ Charles and the palace were being
beastly again.

@ She was upset because her “little
boys” had gone back to boarding
school

@ Her friend, the wife of the Brazil-
ian ambassador, was leaving for
Washington.

@ Her faithful police bodyguard was
being transferred.

® She was likely to bump into de-
tested mistress Camilla Parker-Bowles

There were others too bizarre to
rate a mention here.

Establishing the truth in this crazy
world of rumour-mongering, news
manufacturing and junk journalism is
impossible. It would be easier to chal-
lenge Einstein’s theory of relativity,
out-talk Pik Botha and convert Eu-
gene TerreBlanche to Judaism all on
a wet Sunday afternoon in Westville.

But what is beyond doubt is that
this young and beautiful woman, who
protocol denies the opportunity to re-
spond, is being tormented and ter-
rorised beyond either understanding or
acceptability. A terrible price may one

DEMURE DI: Front~
pages seem to be de:
signed round her day’s. .

[dud and then com-

~ mented upon. All four scenarios have been painted  ty. Then a story must match the mood. medical experts. Yes, but what caused  at a memorial service the next day. day have to be paid for it. appointments.
—] =0
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Skulls reproduced fro
‘Origins Reconsidered'
by Richard Leakey &
Roger Lewin
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ANITA ALLEN, Science Writer

IT IS fitting that in the centennial
year of Dr Raymond Dart’s birth,
and in the significant month of No-
vember when he discovered the
“missing link” between man and
ape in 1924, that South African pa-
laeo-anthropologists are again leap-
ing to the forefront in the study
of man’s origins.

The discovery of a new hominid site
at Driemeulen, announced this week,
may prove to be the richest fossil site
yet in a country already boasting the
largest and richest — Sterkfontein.

More specimens found

The discovery of the site on July 9 1992
by Dr Andre Keyser has been a well-kept
secret among SA palaeo-anthropologists.
Excitement ran high at the symposium
hosted by the Palaeo-anthropology Re-
search Unit (PARU) at Wits University,
where the first public announcement was
made.

Driemeulen, a name derived from the
owner of the property, Dr Piet van Drim-
melen, is an extraordinary “honey hole”,
according to Keyser.

He carried out his first
excavations three days
after first seeing what is a
disused lime quarry. On
his third visit, he had al-

. 4

MORE PIECES FOR THE JIGSAW: The fossil site discovered by
Andre Keyser is one of the richest in South Africa and has the potential to revolutionise
opinions on the origin of man.

bt
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Fossil site kept secret for a year

palaeo-anthropologist Dr

New clues to man’s family tree

hominid, which gave rise
to modern man, is found in
the fossil record about 3-
4 myr ago. This is Austra-
lopithecus afarensis,
which has been found in
east Africa and has not
been found in South Afri-
ca. The next recognised
species in the fossil record
is Australopithecus afri-
canus, which was identi-
fied by Dart from a fossil
skull of a child found at
Taung. From this speci-
men and others that have
been found at various
sites, palaeo-anthropolo-
gists give a date of 2,5-
3 myr ago.

Ancestral

From africanus there is
branching. On the one
hand there are the more
robust hominids with huge
teeth and jaws, Australo-
pithecus robustus and boi-
sei. On the other hand,
there are the more gracile
types, Homo habilis
(handy man), which Tobias
identifies as the first spe-
cies to have rudimentary
language abilities; and
Homo erectus, which is
first found in the fossil

T

ready found a huge tooth
fossil of one of man’s early
ancestors, Australopithe-
cus robustus. Since then,
eight more robustus speci-
mens have been found,
representing five separate
individuals.

Altogether 400 faunal
fossils have been disco-
vered, ranging from ex-
tinct sabre-toothed tiger,
monkey, musk ox and
giant Cape horse through
to extant species of kudu,
eland and springbok.

To get some idea of the
richness of the site,

Keyser compares it to
Sterkfontein, where exca-
vations have been contin-
uing for 50 years. Drie-
meulen, he says, will take
200 years to reveal its se-
crets. :

The painstaking work of
wresting fossils from cen-
turies of accumulated en-
tombment, and then dis-
cerning the message of the
bones, is a slow and la-
borious process.

In South Africa this task
has been hampered by
years of isolation and a
lack of funding.

On the other hand, the
isolation has turned South
African palaeo-anthropol-
ogists into a close-knit
group of specialists, who
follow in the footsteps of
giants. Dart, Dr Robert
Broom, Professor Phillip
Tobias, Dr Alun Highes —
and many others— have
all crossed frontiers that
have changed the way we
think about human origins.

The fossil-richness of
South Africa’s seven —
now eight — hominid sites
attracts the best scientists
in the world, some of

whom have taken up per-
manent residence here.
When these men and wo-
men get excited about a
new discovery, as they did
at the PARU symposium,
it is a sure sign that some-
thing significant has hap-
pened in palaeo-anthropol-
ogy. .
The importance of Drie-
meulen lies in the fact
that it is the first site
where fossil specimens of
robustus have been found
since Broom’s discovery of
this species at Swartkrans,
which is also in the Sterk-

fontein area. Palaeo-an-
thropologists believe that
robustus holds a key to
some vexing questions
about the evolution of
early hominids and their
connection to modern
man. There are different
philosophies about how
this evolution took place.

It is generally accepted
by both molecular scien-
tist and fossil men that
man (hominids) and apes

record at about 1 myr ago
and is commonly accepted
as ancestral to all modern
Homo sapiens.

“It is likely that Drie-
meulen will considerably
increase the sample of
available hominid sam-
ples, thus shedding more
light on the relationship
between robustus austra-
pithecines and the earliest
humans,” says Keyser.

In other words, Drie-

meulen has the potential
to revolutionise current
thinking about man’s fam-
ily tree.

(pongids) branched from a
common ancestor between
5 and 7myr (million
years) ago. The earliest

No cause for alarm as rain brings spiders

ITTLE Miss Muffet
it on a tuffet, eating
r curds and whey
en along came a
spider and sat down
side her and chased
Tiss Muffet away . ..

§cMis§' Mufet lived in
o’burg today, she'd have

d company enough to
Fn a special “gogga Com-
ades” — if callers to a
acal talk radio station
f‘ieqto be believed.

‘Not only are the spi-
'rs apparently bigger
an ever, but there ap-
‘ar to be many more of
2m. Saturday Star ap-
pached Parktown North
‘achnologist Dr Mark
{mer to try to ascertain
jether this was fact or
ban legend.

Yarious names

E,fThere are a lot of rain
‘ders coming out now,”
imer said. “They are
‘rly big but nowhere
Jar some of the sizes de-
ibed. They go by vari-
.5 names such as the liz-
td-eating spider or the
irge wandering crab spi-
'r, and can be brown,
'wn or grey in colour.

£

BARBARA BERLINI

“These spiders are noc-
turnal, seldom seen dur-
ing the day, and harmless.
They should be caught by
putting a feather duster
against them and rotating
it. They will cling to the
feathers and can be shak-
en off outside.”

He says rain spiders are
often mistaken for bakoon
spiders because of their
size and hairiness.

Filmer advises against
windows in the vicinity of
hedges or wall-coverings,
especially bougainvillea,
being left open because
these spiders come out of
these plants into the
house. Windows leading
on to lawns, or with no un-
dergrowth in the vicinity,
should be perfectly safe.

Another type of spider
frequently seen in baths
and basins at this time of
year is the grey or black
gnaphosidae, more com-
monly known as the
mouse-spider, which,
Filmer stresses, is abso-
lutely harmless and
should not be killed.

He says 6000 species of

Theridiidae Latrodectus geometricus — the brown widow spider, also

known as a “button” — shows the red hourglass body-marking and the

geometric pattern on the back.

spiders have been de-
scribed in South Africa,
but only five of these are
dangerous.

“One poisonous spider
in South Africa is the
black widow. The brown
widow, also found here, is
less venomous. Both are
also known as button spi-
ders.

“Black widow spiders
have a red mark on top
of the abdomen but no
mark underneath the

Dirigible team sets sights on record

%NO — Crew mem-
's plan to set sail from
vada this weekend in
uge dirigible in a bid
je the first to travel
istop around the
/d in a balloon.
eather permitting,
. hourglass-shaped
hwinds Hilton could
off today, Captain
7 Newman said this

;-:Il goes as planned,
1105 m-high craft
¥

i

would rise 10700m to
the jet stream, which
should sweep it east-
ward at 120km/h to
160 km/h.

Newman said it would
take the Earthwinds be-
tween two and three
weeks to circle the
globe.

The craft consists of a
huge helium-filled bal-
loon on top and a pear-
shaped air-filled balloon
below. The crew com-

-

partment is sandwiched
between the two. Earlier
launch attempts were
scrapped because of the
weather. — Sapa-AFP.

body, wheareas the brown
widow has a red hourglass

mark on its stomach. The

latter, although still po-
tentially harmful to man,
has only about one-sixth

the toxicity of the black
widow spider.”

He warned that this spi-
der’s venom attacks the
nervous system and can
be fatal. -

“The sac spider, though,
is responsible for 90 per-
cent of bites in our coun-
try. This is also a noctur-
nal spider which usually
bites people while they
are asleep.”

Filmer adds that the
jaw of a sac spider can
open between 5 and 6 mm
and sometimes even as
wide as 8 mm. The bite
can usually be diagnosed
by the presence of yellow-
ish-green spots represent-
ing the fang entry points.

“Don’t touch a blister if
you’ve been bitten by a

spider. Rather apply an

antiseptic cream and
cover the area,” Filmer
advises. “See your doctor
and get him to prescribe a
course of antibiotics. This
is the safest way to treat
spider bites.”

Finally, for those of us
who feel that the spider
on the wall is watching
us and getting ready to
pounce, there is some
good news.

Vibrations

Filmer says that al-
though spiders have eyes,
they cannot see more than
2 cm ahead — they use the
sense organs on their legs
to feel vibrations
® Filmer is prepared to
answer any queries on
telephone (011) 447-1020 (h)
or 788-1447 (b).
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Transvaal: Cloudy and cool, with rain over the southern and
south-eastern parts.

Free State and Lesotho: Partly cloudy and cool, but
cloudy and cold in the east with scattered thundershowers.
Natal and Swaziland: Cloudy and cool with rain, clear-
ing partially in the afternoon.

Eastern Cape and Transkei: Partly cloudy and cool, but
cloudy with light rain over the eastern coastal belt.

Cape north of the Orange River and southern Nami-
bia: Fine and hot, but partly cloudy with isolated thunder-
showers. — Sapa.
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. IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Watch TV1 on Saturday at around 8.30 pm
for Teljoy’s world first invisible ad. Only
Teljoy renters will be able to see it. For more
information, visit your nearest Teljoy branch.
ANY WAY YOU LOOK AT IT, RENTING MAKES A LOT MORE SENSE.
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