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u.s. ACTI VI STS DEMAND

DE KLERK MUST GO

Spurred on by the horror of the Boipa-
tong massacre of June 17 1992, anti -
apartheid activists across the United
States answered a call to action by the
American Conmittee on Africa. The De

Kl erk Must Go! Week of Action from

July 10-18 was tined to coincide with
the one year anniversary of President
Bush’s lifting of federal sanctions against
South Africa. On July 10 1991, he re-
peal ed nost US. trade and investnent
sanctions. Al nost one year |ater, over
fifty people were killed in Boipatong
townshi p by I nkatha warriors froma

nei ghboring hostel. As the viol ence con-
tinued to escal ate, between June 17 and
July 10 1992, one hundred twenty nore
South Africans were killed.
Anti-apartheid activists around the
country knew that Boi patong was no
accident. Rather, it was one exanple of
the canpai gn of violence and terror the
de Kl erk governnent is running agai nst
the denocratic novenent in South Afri-
ca.

The De Klerk Must Go! Week of Ac-

tion was | aunched in response to the
call from progressive forces in South
Africa, such as COSATU and t he ANC.
"Washi ngt on should stop coddling Pre-
toria and put effective pressures on de
Klerk to clean up his security forces,
accept Nel son Mandela's call for one-
person, one-vote denpcracy, and step
down in favor of a broad based interim
government which | eads to an el ected
constituent assenbly,"” said ACOA Ex-
ecutive Director Jennifer Davis.

The Week’s activities, in conjunction
with the ongoing Stop Apartheid s Vio-

| ence Canpai gn of ACOA s associ ate

At the local governnent |evel, the

Week of Action gai ned support from
several of the nations Mayors. On the
anniversary of the lifting of sanctions,
July 10, the Mayors of Los Angel es,
Newar k, New Haven, Pittsburgh, Den-

ver and New York City nmade statenents
reiterating their opposition to Bush’'s de-
cision and affirmng their conmtnent

to keep sanctions until a interimgovern-
ment is in place and the ANC calls for
the lifting of sanctions. Denver Mayor
Vel |i ngton Webb said, "While de Klerk
has qui ckly absol ved hinself and his
government of culpability in the (Boipau
tong) matter, the enlightened world is
unconvi nced. " Three weeks earlier, in
consultation with ACOA staff, the US
Conf erence of Mayors passed a resol u-
tion supporting the continuation of sanc-



tions agai nst apartheid South Africa.

Over 200 activists in all fifty states

were contacted by ACOA and urged to

use the Week of Action to condem de

Klerk for apartheid s violence and Bush

for siding with de Kl erk agai nst South

Africa’ s denocracy novenent, includ-

ing the ANC. In Phil adel phia, Atlanta,

Seattl e, Chicago, Washington DC and

points in between people nmobilized to

Stop Apartheid s Viol ence and demand

that De Klerk Must Co!

The nother and wife of S Khunbuzu Mdat ha, South African Council of Churches field worker
who was

assassinated in February 1992, are pictured here (left and center) with Ruth Bhengu, (rig
ht) Cvic

Associ ation nmenber of |nbali Township. They are standing in front of the house where Mat
ha was

killed. Bullet holes are visible in the wall behind them

organi zati on The Africa Fund, protested

de Klerk’s role in the violence in cities

across the country.



Push for Senate Resolution 301

RAN Reaches Thousands

VWhen Rel i gi ous Action Network

(RAN) Coordi nator Al eah Bacqui e

went to the National Black Episcopals
Conference in Atlanta this June, ev-
eryone there | earned about South Afri -
ca's political violence which is de-
stroying thousands of |ives and threat-
ening the transition to denocracy. The
over 500 nenber body passed a reso-

| uti on condemi ng apartheid s vio-

l ence, resolved to work towards end-
ing it and voted to build support for
Senat e Resol ution 301 which calls on
the South African Governnent to stop

t he vi ol ence.

RAN has been pursuing initiatives

like this all over the country. In early
June, RAN churches answered the cal

of Reverend Frank Chi kane, Cenera
Secretary of the South African Counci
of Churches, for Two Weeks of Prayer
to end the viol ence. RAN contacted
over 1,000 US congregations about

Rev. Chi kane’s request that they de-
vote time in their sernmons to South
Africa, pray for the victins of the vio-
| ence and wear bl ack ribbons in hon-
or of those 12,000 who have di ed.

The Worl d Council of Churches and

the Union of American Hebrew Con-
gregations endorsed RAN s call and
urged their nmenbers to participate.
Response was overwhel m ng, with

nmany congregations respondi ng en-

t husi astical | y.

Just after the Two Weeks of Prayer,
RAN nmenbers recogni zed Sowet o

Day with Sowet o Sabbath and Soweto
Sunday services. This day is observed
every year to mark the anniversary of
student protests in Soweto on June 16
1976. Denpnstrating against the use

of Afrikaans as the only | anguage per-
mtted in schools, hundreds of stu-
dents were fired upon and killed by
South African Police. This tragedy
marked a new era in anti-apartheid
mass action protest.

Youth remain an essential part of the
oungy epn’

RAN Coor di nat or Al eah Bacqui e speaki ng
at the Soweto Day Rally, June 16, 1992, in
New York City.

struggle both in South Africa and the
United States. Responding to the

needs of the young | eadership, RAN is
organi zing a Youth M ssion To South
Africa. The trip is schedul ed for Apri
1993. It will include visits to town-
shi ps, churches and youth organiza-
tions. The goal ofthe trip is to acquaint
participants with the reality of life in
South Africa and the efforts their young
counter parts are involved in to help
end apartheid. The trip is open to
anyone between the ages of 18-25

and applications are due Septenber

1. Al applicants are required to sub-
mt an essay entitled "Wy Apartheid



Must Be Destroyed, Not Reforned."

RAN encour ages youth who are inter-

ested to talk with their pastor, rabbi or

i mam about sponsoring themon the

trip. More information is avail able

from RAN Coordi nat or Al eah Bac-

qui e, 198 Broadway, New York, NY

10038, or call (212)962-1210.

I s Your Senat or

A Co- Sponsor ?

Activists nationw de are supporting

an initiative to win passage of Senate

Resol uti on 301 whi ch condemms apart -

heid’ s violence, calls upon the South

African Governnent to take i mediate

steps to end it, and directs President

Bush to investigate the nature of the

viol ence and its inpact on South Afri-

ca's transition to denocracy.

SR 301 was introduced in My by

Senator Paul Sinon of Illinois with three

original co-sponsors: Senators Kennedy

(Mp), Cranston (CA), and Pell (RI'). Hard

work and i ntensive | obbying by |ocal

activists has won support from over 25%

of the Senate. It will cone to a floor vote

in Septenmber, so it’'s not too late to get

your Senators to sign on to SR301. At

press time the additional co-sponsors

i ncl ude:

» Cranston

Dodd

Nunn

Si non

Kassebaum

Ker r y&Kennedy

M kul ski

Levin & Riegle

el | st one

Danforth

Kerrey

Bur di ck & Conrad

Br adl ey

Moyni han

Met zenbaum

Bor en

Hatfield

Wof ford

Pel |

Core

Jeffords

. Adans

Contact ACOQA for a full list of co-

sponsors, for copies of SR301, or for

i nformati on on | obby efforts.
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