
EC split on
sanctions

widens
91m.m 90(9140

of .‘mmctions as of primary 1111-
John Palmer in Brussels,
David Beresford in
Johannesburg, and Hella Pick

HE gulf between
Britain and its
European Commu-
nity partners over
South Africa is set
to widen today, as

European Community minis"
ters reaffirm their commitment
to sanctions while considering
a plan to dispatch a fact-tincling
mission to assess at tirst hand
President F. W. de Klerk‘s
reform initiative.
When EC foreign ministers

meet totluy 111 Dublin to discuss
the issue, the Foreign Sucre».
tury, Mr Douglas i‘ltll'ti, will ur-
gue for 1111 1111111ed1ute hitting 01'
the ban on new invest111ents 111
South Africa. ~
Without waiting tor the

results of any EC mission. Mr
Hur‘d will visit Smith Africa
next month — breaking a long
standing ban on high-level min-
isterial visits 10 the country
Normally. Britain would

have been among the first to
support the la‘C’s pmposul to
send to Smith AlilCtt 11 litiiku U!
the t'ereign 1111111ste1‘s ol ltztly.
France and Ireland, the current
holder ut'the EC presidency.
But the l-‘ureign ()l'l'ice tears

that most of Britain‘s l'IC part-
ners will argue thut the sane-
tions issue should pr0pe1ly be
deferred until the troika
reports back to the Council 01
Ministers.
The EC mission will 111111 to

make an on-the»sp0t assess‘
ment of the prospects for early
negotiations between Mr De
Klerk's government 111111 the
African National 'Congress
lending to political reform.

Yesterday. the ANC lezitler.
Mr Nelson Mandela, said he
had 21 "suggestion” to put to
Mrs Thatcher, adding: “We
regard the attitude of the Brit-
ish government 011 the question  

portunce." Last night, Downing
Street was waiting for his tele-
phone Cilli.
Mr Mandela appears to be

considering proposals to defuse
the row over sanctions but, like
other initiatives he may have.
they are unlikely to been t'1tiit
until 211101 his talks 111 Lusaka
next week with other leaders at
the ANC.

'l‘he organisation's genetal
secretary, M1‘Alltett N20 yes-
te1day iestzited the ANZ?‘s i1r111
oppesmon to any mg '
sanctions

"’l‘hei‘e has been no change
whatsoever. We are still very
firm that sanctions must be
maintained, despite what Mrs
Thatcher says," he Silldi
Mr l.)e‘l{le1‘lt will reap the

lirst diplotmttie reward t'or le-
gzilising the ANC and releasing-
Mr Mundela when he attends it
one-duy summit with African
leaders 111 Zaire on Saturday
South African government ot‘t‘i-
cizils were refusing to say who
he was going to meet, but there
was speculation that it cculd 111-
elude leutlers 01' the t'rontline
states.

111 Dublin tutlzty, lt‘runce and
some 01' the other EC nations
might agree to scrap some mea-
sures 11' the Pretoria govern-
ment ends the state of emer-
geney and begins :1 political
dialogue with the ANC and
ether opposition groups. Few
governments other them the
British believe EC sanctions
should be abolishedjust yet.
Denmark and Holland, which

have taken the tinnest stand in
t‘tivour 01' economic sanctions in
the past, still stress the need for
apartheid to be abolished be
fore economic pressure by the
community is 1emoved
Mr 111mm said yesterday

that he is planning 21 tour 01'
trouble spots in South Ahica ~
us part of what appears to be a
domestic peace initiative= —» be-
fore flying north to meet the ex-

 

iled leadership 01 the ANC
early next week. He is tenta-
t1\ cly scheduled to attend a po-
litical rally on Thursday 111 Port
Elizabeth, the scene of violent
township clashes recently. At
the weekend he plans attending
two rallies, in Durban and
Bloemfontein.

’l‘he Durban trip is of consid—
erable significance, in view 01‘
the regiunal civil war which
has been raging in Natal be-
tween ANC supporters and fol-
lowers 01‘ Chief Mangosuthu
Buthelezi.
Mr Mandela’s close friend

and aide, Mr Walter Sisulu, is
flying to the ptevince 011 'l‘ hurs-
day, and he is expected to join
talks with 1epresentz1tives ot'
Chiet Buthelezi‘ s lnkutha move-
ment, as well as the United
Democratic Front.
Mr Mandela is to tly on to

Zimbabwe 011 Monday to meet
President Robert Mugabe, c011»
tinuing t0 ANC headquarters 111
Lusaka on Tuesday. lt is
reported from Lusaka that the
ANQ leadership is toying with
proposals to try to get agree-
ment with Pretoria 011 2111 11111-
nest l'or )oliticul irisuners.
This would involve prisoner

swaps between the t'rontline
states and South Africa, as well
as 21 startling initiative whereby
the ANC would offer coopera-

  

tion 111 the townships tu try and ‘
improve law and order 111 the
country. Mr Mandela, 111
speeches since his release from
prison to days ago, has placed
e111phasis on the need to reduce
levels of crime 111 black
communities.
Archbishop Trevor Huddles-

ton, the cunvenor ot‘ the Nelson
Mandela International Recep-
tion Committee and president
of the Anti-Apai‘theid Move-
ment, yesterday urged the EC
to reject any moves to relax
sanctions.
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