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The theological justification fior suction: rests on mo pillars. 'me

first is the moral inadmissability of profiting from. or bolstering up,

great injustice (1). 1%» system of apartheid. with its gross

of land. of prochctive assets and of income.

f the God-given resources of South Africa on a

'me system is such that these benefits are also

whether by establishing a factory to

divergencies of wealth.

swan, white minority.

available to foreign investors,



(2/

 

use black labour. or by lending money to the South African goverment

whose ability to repay the debt rests on the same unjust econanic

wstem. Foreign investors. in 3 WI clearer way than South Africans.

have a choice about whether to take up this opportunity or not; it is a

legitimate part of the church's social teaching to preach against sud:

participation in injustice, the ante so as the availability of foreign

credit and technology eases the perpetuation of the system. A similar

case applies to trade with South Africa.

The second argument for sanctims concerns the methods of fighting

Injustice. 1he doctrine of the just war provides guidelines flat the

use of force against gross injustice. in a calculation of the lesser of

two evils. In a parallel way, the moral basis for economic samtions .

is that their mequenoes would be less human suffering and disruption

in South Africa than would otherwise occur, with the result that

reconstructim would be less difficult end costly. This is something I

that requires analysis. both a: the effect of sanctions and on the i  
eltemative.

firstly. the size and the systenlc nature of injustice place itm

the prime offenders in the world. Secondly, apartheid is a particular

threat to the church. because it is justified explicitly in terms of

Christian theology. Legalised injustice perpetuated in the name of

christian civilisation mites it a theological issue. as a perversion of

the gospel. 'I'hirdly, 1n the same kind of clear realism required by just

war theory, there is a real chance of success. as there is not against

a sspet-power.
 



LWSAI‘IZ'I'IOGW

2.1 A ta_ngg of sanctions

there are a wide range of possible economic masures - the issue is not

either sanctions or no sanctions. 'me arms embargo has been in place

since 1.963, maniabory since 1977 - though nuch evaded. 0P3: applied an

oil embargo in 1973. President Reagan recently re-imposed President

arter's ban on omputet sales. and added a ban on Krugerrands.

Possible further sanctions divide into four types:

further bans on sales to South Africa, ranging from a

tightened oil embargo. through partiwlar types of machinery,

to a couplete halt. .

 

measures against South African mg, ranging from

irdividual consumer boycotts of South African citrus fruit.

to a nandahory ban. and including coordinated action to

fiorce down the pace of gold.

ptohibiticn of new foreigg investment, as Sueden has done

since 1979. extended to all investment by foreign conpanies

(that is. inchfling that financed by re—invested profits

generated in South Africa, which is the greater part). or

still further to insist on viflxirawal from the comm.

prdxibitim of loans to South African conpanies (or just to

the state).

Within these types, there are a plethora of instrments and

combinations, and sane additional measures such as a stop to air

services or telecamnications. 'mis range makes it difficult to assess

the likely iupact of sanctions. and it is important not to extrapolate

from arguments about one measure (such as the cost of policing a trade

boycott) to absolute statements on sanctions as a whole, as the British

government for exanple has mtimes done. Nevertheless. some general

points can be made.
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2.2 Readigg the signs of the times

We inposition of sanctions is sometimes portayed as a trunpet blast

that would bring down the walls os'aericho irrespective of. the

oamditions inside the city. It is relatively easy to demonstrate.

against sud: optimism, that banks could redirect their Loans to South

Africa through third countries: that a couplete cessation of trade

would require an internationally-agreed blockade costing hundreds of

millions of dollars annually; that there is no previous historical

exanple of a regime giving up power solely as a result of ecarmic

sanctions without an armed insurrection as well.

1b this; two points need to be made. Firstly. it is indisputable that

sanctions do have sate effect. They raise the cost of continuing along

present policies. men if sarctions measures are evaded. they are

evaded at a cost, as Ia'n Snith's Rhodesia discovered: imports and loans

beams more expensive, exports have to be sold at a discount. foreign

technology and expertise are nuch harder to come by.

Secondly, things are different in a crisis. In a watershed article in

August 1985, Ian mvidaon, the Pbreign Editor of the radon Financial

Times. rehearsed the arguments againSt sanctions ard minded:
 

there would be a strong case against sanctims 1f the

situation inside South Atria: were relatively calm and steady,

with the government incontrovertibly in control of events: in

such cirmtances even a total naval blockade night not be ,

enough to bring about political dung

circumstances in South

doubtful if they will ever obtain 89

[present] circumstances. the at t that foreign sarctions

can only be marginal (that is. ineffective) needs to be

re-examined. Pb: what is marginal 1n cmditicns of relative

internal calm. may become critical in conditims of unrest and

uncertainty .

Mr Davidson's point was that. in the present crisis, the South African

gowernment is wavering. The additional elitical inpact of the West

imposing sanctions stands a chance of shifting Pretoria in the
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direction of negotiation of rights with genuine black leaders. This

would be the case almost irrespective of which sanctions measures were

inposed.

The argument can be extended from the political no the eooncxnic.

Samtims are note likely to bite. in a crisis. Banks will not go to

IDCh trouble to evade bans on lending if they are already doubtful

whether South Africa is a good risk. A great deal of ecommic life in

a capitalist system depends on businessmen having confidence in the

future. Mamfacturers will not invest in new plant unless they are

relatively sure of profitable returns. Above all. the financial system

can rapidly break down if there is a loss of confidence. It took just

a handful of American banks in August 1985 deciding not to renew their

SouthAfricanloansbocauseanajortmmtheRardmdan

mprecedented refusal to repay interbank loans on time. The

underlying debt position of South Africa was in fact relatively

healthy by Latin American standards - but the loss of cmfidence was

decisive. ‘lbe banks lost confidence because of the visible internal

unrest in South Africa; a normal rescue by the international banking

camunity Has iupossible because of the external political pressure

against being seen to assist the apartheid regime. In other horas.

sanctions were applied, albeit in this case not through legislation,

and were undmbtedly effective, because they added to internal

pressure.

2.3. Them of sanctions

Just as there are a range of possible sanctions instruments, so there

are a range of purposes for which sanctions could theoretically be

applied. lhey could be tied to limited objectives - such as a

withdrawal Eran Namibia. or an end to the pass laws. The history of

sanctions elsewhere, exhaustively examined in a recent American study,

shows as one might expect that web limited sanctions have been most

effective where the objectives are not central to the survival of the

government.ln certain circumstances this approach is a real

possibility. There is a very clear case in international law, for

exanple, for sanctions aimed specifically at ending the illegal

occupation of Namibia.
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Today, however, apartheid itself is the major concern. Above all, it

is the major concern of South Afritans, who are setting the agenda

through student protests, civic associations, trade unions. the United

Demacratic Front. and many other manifestatims. In Swth Africa's

present turmoil. it would be very wrong to see sanctions as the only

factor determining the direction of change. It would be quite

unrealistic - as well as many dubious - for the outside world to

think that it can chart South Africa's future alone. Sanctions rather

would lend weight to the more general South African mvement for an

end to apartheid. In these auditions. too precise objectives for

sanctio'ns would in all probability be overtaken by events.

In line with this thinking. the backgrourd paper to the June 1985

meeting of the South African Gauncu o! outdaes. true which steamed a

can for sanctions, proposed that the caupaigh £0: manic pressure

to he uetted an the Republic of South Africa should have bio

objectives: (1) to exert pressure «1 the government of South Africa to

accept the inevitability of furdamental change. and (11) to promote

shifts intheeeunwwhidnpreparethvayfumrestnzlmin

eccnanic relatimships.

2.4 Retreat into the er ?

Many have argued that sanctims would not succeed in dangling

government policy. because under pressure the government will retreat

into a laager and refuse any cmoessions. 'me Financial Times article

quoted above had one answer, admitting that 'the odds are heavily

against the whites ever voluntarily agreeing to surrender their

mmopoly of political power to the b1acks...8ut Western govemnents

need to consider whether. for the sake of the white South Africans as

well as for the blacks, their intervention may inptove the odds of a

better outcome.’ The financial crisis of August and September 1985

proved that the gmernment could not ignore international economic

squeezes, as the Governor of the lbserve Bank shuttled desperately

round Western capitals;rthe subsequent aruvutvements about citizenship

art! amending influx control were partly aimed at restoring business

conf idence.
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'mis exanple also illustrates awe fallacy of seeing sanctions as the

only pressure that the govermnent is responding to, for the

announoenents of possible reform were also aimed at quelling domestic

unrest. The decision about whether or not to retreat into a laager

will be largely taken on domestic considerations, and if the situation

is sufficiently threatening, negotiatim may seem the only possible way

out. Perhaps the present government nay never recognise that, but

sanctions need not be supposed to work only through the present

government: econcnu‘c pressures also influence the business oommxnity,

in particular. which has now recognised in its preparedness to meet

the ANC that change nust cane. A new coalition of forces could arise
"hid! weeps aside the present government.

A related argument against sanctions is that South Africa might be

able to prevent serious sanctions because of the damage that would be

done to wider Western interests. In practice. however. the West is

uuch less dependent on South Africa than is often claimed. Pgain the

London Financial Tim (4 Sept 1985) has sham that the West could

rapidly find alternative supplies fior minerals: only for platimm and

vanadium would there be even talporary diffimlties. In the longer

term. the West is unlikely to worry about losing South Afriean
supplies, even from an unfriendly regime. because South Africa needs

the revenue Eran mineral exports arr! because the West is the only

realistic market. Likewise. mly a few Western oaxpanies (mostly in

Britain) are so deperdent their presence in South Africa to be more

than inconvenienced by retaliatory bans on repatriatmg their South

African profits; they are more likely to be concerned. in the current

crisis, with ensuring their future under the range of possible new

governments than with (pen collaboration with a beleaguered apartheid

state.
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Some opponents of sanctions manage to believe both that sanctions would

not damage the economy (citing the success of ME in the face of

the arms enbargo), and that they would cause major suffering. ibis is

inplausible. Serious sanctions would clearly have an effect on the

whole population of South Africa, white and black. 'Ihe extent of

suffering would depend on which samticns measures were inposed. how

effectively they took hold, and how long they were applied before

change was achieved. M. a result, any estimte of the number of people

affected depends heavily on the underlying assunptions.

Po: exanple, the present measures before the (B Congress muld at most

only stop gel investment, and so uould not affect existing jabs

directly. If all American-omed factories closed down, between 70 000

and 150 000 workers (2‘ of the black uorkfioroe) might be affected. At

oneextrene lsamdaquotedesthratebyhmt Spandau thataZOt tall

in exports would put 340 000 black and 90 000‘ White workers out 95 a

job. His figure is so high because he assuues that the enployers

affected b; 1033 of exports shyly dismiss a fixed proportim of

workers. without examining possible alternative markets for their goods

or redeployment of their workforce. At the other extreme are those who

think there would be no effect at all because the mere threat of

serious sanctions would be enough in ad’lieve the necessary change (2).

Against this suffering has to be set. first, the willingness of people

to saffer. The trend of opinion polls, and the prormncements of black

leaders. are not unanimous but increasingly confirm a willingness to

see samtims inposed (3). 'me South African Council of matches passed

a lbsolution in June 1985 resolving 'to express our belief that

disinvestment and similar economic sanctions are now called for as a

peaceful and effective means of putting pressure on the South African

government to bring about the funiamental charges this country needs.‘

bbre directly. the extgaordinary extent and tenacity of consumer

boycotts by towndwip residents indicates a preparedness to sacrifice

economic well—being for the chance of change.

Secondly. the suffering caused by sanctions has to be set against the
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suffering caused by the alternative. The extent of poverty in the

bantustans. the lack of a just wage for many. the millions without

jobs, the denial of political rights, the abuses of hwnan rights have

been repeatedly denounced by the church. 'I'ne end of apartheid will not.

inaugurate a land flowing with milk and honey. but it is surely a

prerequisite for fundamental inprovements in human dignity and

prosperity.

men restricting the argument to the amber of people put out of work,

it is inportanttolookatwhatumldhappminthel
awgtemif

current trends continue. 'Ihe kind of economic development that is now

under way in South Africa is steadily increasing the number of

unenployed. In 1982 80 000 black workers lost their jobs with a

further 200 000 new young pecple entering the labour market for the

first time and unable to find work. This trend occurs because the new

machinery installed in agriculture. mines and industry requires

relatively few workers. But this is not inevitable: an ecmanic policy

that was not bound by apartheid could create more jobs. both by

encouraging labouréintensive kinds of production. and above all by

redistributirg productive assets to release the potential of the black

majority (4) .
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In a similar way. the suffering caused to neighbouring states has to be

set against the suffering caused by cantimatim of the present

situation. The Southern African Development ('bordination Conference

($51111) which links Angola. Botswana. Lesotho, Malawi. Mozambique.

Swaziland, Tanzania, Zanbia and Zinbabde, is cavemed with long-term.

and has repeatedly said that it is not gainst anybody

In a sober memorandum of July 1985, however.

th African actions

economic issues.

including South Africa.

sun: calculated that in the five years sine 1980 Sou

had cost them no less than ten billion dollars. 11115 is note than all

the foreign aid received by the SAID: states or one-third of all swan:

exports in the same period.

flue mrarxium went on to oonpare this with the costs of sanctions:  
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M opposed to sanctions argue that they will hurt the
neighbouring states. Undoubtedly this is true. But if it
accelerated the ending of apartheid. it mum be well worth the
additional cost.

'me country most seriously affected by sanctions wmld be Lesotho.

which is completely surrounded by South Africa. Nevertheless. the king

of Lesotho, His Majesty Moshoeshoe II, told the 9 August sauce Sunnit

meeting:

The effects of sanctions are very clear to us, and they will
call for great sacrifices among our peoples. We cannot stand
against the sanctions mnpaign: thus we call upon the rest of
the mrld that as it exercises what it feels to be a moral
obligation, it should be cognisant that we are not a party to
apartheid. We therefore strongly elicit the international
oaxmnity to increase support to savor: states so as to cushim
the irdirect effects of sanctions.

In fact, many sanctions would in themselves have remarkably little

effect on mighbturing states. provided that South Africa oontimed to

allow men access to transport routes. as is their: right as landlocked

states under international law. The potential damage to neighbouring

states would come if South Africa retaliated by closing railway lines

and stepping up sabotage on alternative routes to the sea. Sud:

retaliation (including Mr Botha's threatehed expulsion of migrant

workers) would itself have repercussions on the South African

production and exports to the region, but certainly could be me

damaging to the neighbours.

Above all the neighbouring states are clear that they do not want

their mffering to be used as an excuse by the rest of the world to

duck moral obligations. Rather. they hope that the rest of the world

would be prepared to assist them ward off the more drastic effects of

any South African retaliation.

 

 



 

5. MICE

 

It would seen that:

(a) There is a strong moral case for sanctions if they can effectively

bring closer an end to apartheid.

(b) There is a good dance in the present circumstances that sanctions

would be effective, as additional pressure.

(c) M undoubted cost of major sanctions to black South Africans and

to neighbouring states has to be balanced against the higher cost to

them of the present system.
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Africa is sometimes portrayed .as the trumpet ,
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PASSED AT THE

23RD ASSEMBLY : 87TH MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

25th to 27th November 1985

DIVISION OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

A. South Africa
 

l. The Assembly:

convinced that it is immoral to profit From investment in the gravel)
unjust system of apartheid, a system falsely claiming to safeguard
Christian values, and

conscious that a radical transformation of society is longed for by those
on whom the indignity, injustice and violence of apartheid are
inflicted, and

aware that the policy of 'constructive engagemeht' has not contributed to
the participation of black South Africans in the government of their
country:

 

reaffirms the BCC'S policy (November 1979) that 'progressive
disengagement from the economy of South Africa is the appropriate basic

approach for churches to adopt until all the people share equally in the
exercise of political power';

reguests member churches to urge their financial authorities to cease,

where they have not already done so, to invest in companies which haxe a
substantial stake in the South African economy; and

calls on all Christian people to identify personally with the
peaceful struggle against apartheid by refusing to buy or sell South
African products.

 

2. The Assembly:

i. commends the report prepared by the British Churches' delegation
to South Africa;+

ii. gives thanks that an increasing number of church people in South
Africa are working For justice; and

iii. urges Christians to pray for all the people of South Africa and
for a more just political order;

iv. acceets that the report's analysis of the racial and political
situation in South Africa demands that all the people should
participate in decisions about their future through their own
acknowledged leaders.

mfg?

 
  



Noting the June 1985 resolution of the SACC which expresses the belief

that ’disinxestment and similar economic sanctions are now called for
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as a peaceful and effective means of putting pressure on the South

African government to bring about the fundamental changes this country
needs',

V.

Appendix

vi. calls on the Executive Committee and the member churches of the
Council to maintain active dialogue with HMG in pursuance of the
common objective of promoting the end of apartheid.

APPENDIX

1. The following are sanction measures re-affirmed or agreed by the ten

11.

+

resolves that given the deepening crisis in South Africa and the

Christian duty to promote its just resolution, BCC policy will be

strong advocacy of and full support for carefully targetted
sanctions;*

* 'carefully targetted sanctions' may be understood in terms of the

European Community Ministers and Spain and Portugal in September 1985.

a) A rigorously controlled embargo on imports and exports of arms

and para—military equipment from and to the RSA.

b) Refusal to co-operate in the military sphere.

c) Recall of military attaches accredited to the RSA, and refusal

to grant accreditation to military attaches from the RSA.

d) Discouraging cultural and scientific agreements except where

these contribute towards the ending of apartheid or have no

possible role in supporting it; and freezing of official contacts

and international agreements in the sporting and security spheres.

e) Cessation of oil exports to the RSA.
f) Cessation of exports of sensitive equipment destined for the

police and armed forces of the REA.

9) Pronibition of all new collaboration in the nuclear sector.

Further types of sanctions are listed below. Various nations have .

voluntarily chosen to impose some of these measures:

3) Further bans on trade with and the export of goods to

South Africa, especially of a high-technology nature.

b) Bans on imgorts from South Africa, such as individual and

company consumer boycotts of the produce of RSA, government

boycotts of wine and agricultural products, and a ban on the

importing of Krugerrands.

c) Bans on new foreign investment in subsidiary companies

operating in RSA; bans on re—investment of profits generated

in South Africa.

d) Bans on loans to South African companies, banks and state

 

institutions.

e) Bans on communication networks, from transport (such as cutting

air links¢n,withdrawing landing rights) to telecommunication

systems.

The report will be published by the BCC under the title 'Whose

price £2.95.Rubicon?‘. Expected publication date: January 1986.

Available from BCC Publications.
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l. gamma NQLUSIONS

Our visit to South Africa has convinced us that the situation has

radically changed since the beginning of this year - not merely

intensified.,but maved into an entirely new phase. lhe real

initiative has passed to the black population. despite its weakness.

while the institutions of power. for all their massive stren th. can

do no more than react ever more violently to each fresh_deye opment.

Black South Africans are no longer prepared to accept 'solutions'

imposed. or even proposed. by others. lhey feel they have waited

too long for a change of heart in the white population of the

Republic as a whole, or for effectual intervention by governments or

businesses outside. They have learned to mistrust any dependence

upon the wisdom or goodwill of others. though they relain extra-

ordinarily open and welcoming towards any individual with courage .

and compassion enough to share their struggle. They still hope for‘

a unitary. non-racial nation. and the great majority of then would

prefer to achieve it by non-violent means. thougfl'they believe the

use of violence is justified by their circumstances.

"I

So any reform or constitutional change originated by the present

Government of South Africa would be unacceptable to the black

population in general. however ameliorative or far-reachinq it might

be. Any consultation or any form of power-sharing in which the

black participants were selected by the whites wOuld be equally

unacceptable. Any new constitution devised and proposed by inter-

mediaries in Britain or elsewhere would be rejected no less by

Blacks than by Hhites. For their demand is quite simply a genuine

and substantial participation through freely chosen and trusted

representatives in framing a new constitution to establish a more

Just. democratic and unified society. It is this will to share in

decision-naking that is symbolized in the demand for the release of

Nelson Mandela.

But it is precisely this change which the South African Government

and its supporters are unwilling. and perhaps unable. to

contemplate. the essence of apartheid is not separate seats and

entrances. nor even separate townships or separate school systems.

all of which can be subject to reform. but the ingrained assumption

that Blacks must remain subservient. at best to white paternalism.

or at worst to white tyranny. He can see no hope of stability in

South Africa until those who hold power concede the right of any of

the inhabitants of the Republic, of whatever colour. to organize

opposition to the status quo and press for change. within the normal

bounds of legitimaCy in a civilized democratic state. Up to the

present the evidence suggests that those who hold power are

incapable of admitting that right. Hhenever the legitimate non-

Violent diSsent of Blacks, Coloured or indians has achieved any

strength and coherence. instead of being heard it has been Iallgned

as treasonahle or communist. its organization banned. its leaders

detained or eliminated, and its active following harassed with

 

 



 

 
shocking brutality. It was inevitable that this repression of

opposition should issue in an escalatiun of violence. the

involvement of the armed forces and ultimately in civil war.

The tragic element in this history is the failure of a white

population that see themselves as honourable. humane and freedom«

loving to recognise the cruel injustice being perpetrated on their

behalf and to find it intolerable. Many of them dislike the more

rigorous instances of apartheid and hope for some amelioration. but

few. even today. have any awareness of the pain and despair which

the system inflicts. There have been prophets enough. crying in the

wilderness. but for the most part the response remains the same:

'Hhat they say cannot be true; they are repeating the lies put

about by the enemies of our country.’ The only answer to this is:

‘Go to the townships. the resettlement areas, the aAVIce centres for

the families of detainees. and see for yourselves.’ And this they

find very difficult to do. One Is chillingly reminded of the detent

citizens of Germany in the l930‘s. And it has to be said that now,

as then. the Churches and their clergy. with many heroic exceptions,

have not been adduous enough in opening the minds of their

membership to the realities surrounding them.

In the name of reconciliation they have avoided taking sides, even

when such avoidance became a betrayal of the truth. lhere is grave

need for a Confessing Church to emerge among the white congregations

in South Africa, and indeed it is already appearing there; the

unanimity of the Roman Catholic Bishops and the theological
challenge of the recent 'Kairos' document are signs of its coming to
birth. There is no less need for a Confessing Church movement in
Britain if our people are to be ready for the moral and spiritual
testing which the struggle in South Africa is bringing upon us.

the immediate practical issue before our nation is whether to Join
others in bringing economic pressures to bear upon the South African
Government. Britain has a particular responsbility to decide this

question aright because of the high level of her trade with. and
investment in. the Republic. And. since right decisions are not

made from false assuuptions. we must first abandon two familiar
arguments that are not Supported by the facts. The policy of
‘constructive engagement' has had no effect upon the crucia’
injustice of the situation. namely the rejection of an authentic

black participation in decision-making. Secondly. the great

majority of Blacks. well aware of the new hardships they will suffer
as a result of disinvestment. would nevertheless welcome it as a
sign of connitment to their cause. If that commitment is lacking.

our application of economic pressure will be an empty show. and this

may explain the faintly sceptical tone in which black people

responded when we sought their opinion. lhey would welcome an

effective augmentation of their own efforts. but they are not now
expecting the struggle to be resolved by forces outside South
Africa. On the other hand. the extreme sensitivity of the South

African Government on this issue and the recent determined reactions
from big business give good grounds for hoping that selective and

specific economic pressure by Britain might hasten the day of
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radital rnuig- and reduce the period of bloody conflict. A total

“99"C“"““ 5' sanctions has elsewhere proved to be too blunt and
(““1‘1 4" '"l'fument to achieve a calculated result. But a ban on
6" "PI In'czvnent. selective disinvestment especially in the field

0’ "‘9" '¢"vn'oqy. a boycott of Scuth African exports and, above
all. a wiunaroaal of loan facilities by banks. following the example
0' Chose "~vvattan. mlth achieve notable results if applied with
the d""""4 and of bringing the Government of the Republic to
"99°l'd'r u vadically new constitution with the authentic leadership
0f the Vu"viz population groups.

A more '0' vainhing change of attitude is urgently required.
h0'9"”. H' 'he people of Britain which goes beyond the tactics we
m4! “WP'U/ and may need to precede them. For forty years or more
v0ices hdlv ha.” rdiged in South Africa pleading for more decisive

‘"19'V*""~~ to end npprESSan. He have lived in the belief that.

'""E l'mr ~53 perhaps running out. someone. if not ourselves. would
0C1 '0 olvtv disaster. But the clock does not forever stand at five

”'9“l”5 ‘“ midnight. lhe crisis that has overtaken South Africa in
this yen! signals the beginning of a day of judgement. 1‘ l5 "01
merely ‘hd' u-nt-up forces have started to boil over; the terms of
the C0""unv4Vion are quite different. One might say that those who
"5'9 '“' tn lung asked to be heard have now withdrawn from
C0"“N"‘toliun and cwmmitted themselves to action and suffefifl9-

‘t ls.“ '“Iqu that needs to be understood theologically.
Fa“"“"'t with the Bible throws up a number of frightening images

‘ the '¢=' u! Hoses' many attempts to move the heart of Pharoah: 'l

"‘1‘ 5““ 'hr face again no more ' - Jesus' silence before Pilate.
It "“ “" h-en said. lhe case stands. Events take over from
decisiuns Already made. There are no more choices. but the secrets

0’ “' """2 are revealed through the inescapable question: Hhose
S‘de 0’8 run on? lhat is the ‘trial by ordeal' to which we ask in
‘he L°'”'= ”royer that we may never come. But come ue must. once in

a “h"". lust as Jesus had to. As individuals. and even more.
pe'"‘05- ‘= notions. «e are brought to test - 'lf thou hadst kfl°ifl
'" th" "-1. even thou. the things which belong unto peace.I As
conflltt iui-nsifies in South Africa and violence escalates. shall

lh‘s "‘1‘"" remember that an oppressed people. H00 SOUDNt f0" Dd"!
qecades In rnrqo violence. is resisting tyranny. or shall we line up

‘".the "" resort with those of our own colour and culture? Hill
Brit‘sh h-anrs and businessmen continue. as some have now begun. to

‘"'°“ l"*" weight on the side of equity for the sake of stability.
0" ‘5 that learn that the traditional values of all black Africans
lend ‘”'"'“= a curporate economy akin to socialise. Hill their fight
”9 °"'V '" preserve nestern capitalism?

He the ‘"'n. therefore. that. in regard to the crisis in South
Afr"‘- '"a nnst urgent responsibility of the Churches in Britain l5
‘0 ”du'“'t 'helr own constituencies so as to bring about that

Changed uuflvvstanding. that ‘repentance‘. which is needed to make
them Fro”; fur the moral and spiritual testing which the struggle in

SOUL" “"|'4 is bringing upon our nation. As part of this educative
process wq «us! be prepared to use the catalyst of a campaign for

more ufluip;ve economic pressure upon the out"KfFTEEh‘Govefhment’”‘”"""“""

and miiu :uh5[anlial support of the agencies 97 liberation in that

land. “no in m.“ case it will be even more important ‘0 enhance

the ¢Hdltufl$$ and responsible action of church members towards the

V‘C"MU ”' poverty. racial tension and escalating violence in our

oun L'lllctv'  
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' The Dutch Reformed Church has a

Commission for Liaison with the authorities.
This Commission recently held penetrating interviews with
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ministers on matters pertaining to their portfolios.

Here follows a sort summary of
these interviews with the subjects
discussed.

Min Chris Heunis
(Political Development)

Talks with him dealt with:
1. The relation between and the

calling of church and state in or-
dinary and extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

2. Guarantees for the maintenan-
ce of Christian values which are
contained in the preamble of
our constitution and the imple-
mentation of those Christian

9 values.
. The concept of justice now and

in future.

Citizenship anoW
The calling of the church to
create a spiritual basis for deve-
lopment in this country.

6. the task of the church in recon-
ciliation.
The present situation of unrest.
the future possibilities for conti-

nuing the talks between church
and state.

9. The proposed expansion of de-
mocracy, participation in the
process of decision.

10. The future of the urban blacks
in the new constitutional dis-
pensation.

5"
.“

9°
.“

in Barend du Piessis

inencel

The role of the churches was dis-
cussed in depth with him especially

in view of disinvestment, boycotts

and sanctions against South Africa

abroad and the responsibilities of

the church in this country concern-

ing such a campaign.

Min Stoffel Bethe
(Manpower)

Lengthy talks were held with him

concerning:
1. The implications of the revoca-

tion of the law prohibiting mix-

ed marriages and article 16 of
the immorality act for marriage

officers.

2. The experience and report often
received from visitors from ab-
road that they experience an lr-

ritating delay with regard to

their requests for visas.

Min Loula le Grance
(Law and Order)

The following were discussed:
1. The power granted to the secu-

rity forces in the state of emer-
gency.

2. The allegations of abuse of
these powers.

3. The part the securi forces can
and ought to play in the present
situation to bring about defu-
sion and not to cause enmity.

4. Alleged tortgrg during interro-
gation.

5.W
6. Control of the reports of the

media especially in the state of
emergency.

Min Magnus Malan
(Defence)

The following were discussed with
him:
1. The meaningful employment of

chaplains who undergo military
training.

2. The part played at present by
certain churches and church or
ganisations called the "End
Qonscrigtion Camggign"."Tfii§
organisation exerts itself in the
so—calied support'of those who
do not want to undergo military
training. From this follows the
standpoint expressed by the
Dutch Reformed Church on this
matter and which will certainly
be reggated in Eublic.

Min Gerrit Vlljoen
lCo-operation, DeveIOpment and
Education)

The following were discussed with
him:
1. BottIe-necks caused by the re

settlement of people, — which
has given rise to much criticism

against South Africa both inter-
nally and abroad.

2. The new policy of orderly urb -

' . I e a

3. The achievement of parity in
education i.e. white and non-

white education, -— the initiati-

ves and the necessity thereof.

4. Pass laws, the right of passes-
sion and housing.

The talks with the different minis—

ters were based on the following

points of departure:
1. The state alone cannot be held

resgonsible for all abuses resul-
ting from a given political system.

2. The calling of a Christian state
always to act according to
scriptural norms namely love of
God and one's fellow man as
the rule of public practise of jus-
tice.

3. The responsibility of the state to
maintain public order in such a
way that the judicial interest of
all the different groups be har-
rnonised.

4. That no iniustice should take
place in the implementation of
the country's policy and in the
practise of the laws of the coun-
try.

5. That mutual understanding and
appreciation should be practis-
ed by meaningful dialogue and

'3mm.
6. Seeing that the christian has to

apply the principles of the King-
dom of God also in the political
field, he also has to enjoy the
freedom to practice political
thought and action in a respon-
sible way in the light of God’s
Word.

7. The acknowledgement of hu-
man rights coupled to responsi~
bility an the fact that rights and
privileges should not be with-
held when there is a legitimate

claim to them.

8. The enduring task of interces-
sion in prayer by the church for
the powers that be.

 

9. The primary task of the church
consisting inter alia, of preach~
ing the Word of God and equip-
ping its members for their ser-

vice in all spheres of life, i.e. to
mould them to apply the princi-
ples of the Kingdom of God in
social and political spheres.

10. That the church in the perfor-
mance of its calling may not

fmbar or hide behind o ular
opinions which cannot be

scripturally defended), but to

W5.
From this it is clear that the Dutch
Reformed Church is truiy concerned

about the present situation and that

the burning problems of the day do
not pass unnoticed, but that it ful-
fills its calling of critical witness and
in other ways towards the authori-

ties in a meaningful way.

 
 



 

 

Pastoral letter of the Plenary Executive .

(To the church members and office bearers of the DRC)

When the fully attended Plenary Ex-

ecutive met in Pretoria on 16 and 17

October for its general biannual
meeting, it was under the shadow

of the continuing state of emergen-
cy and the particular tensions and

trends that our country and church

are experiencing. The riots and

uncertainty which we experience

politically, socially, cuiturally and

economically, also find their

precipitation in the its of our

church. It gave rise to widely

divergent views and convictions

among our members. Different

points of view are accepted and dif-

ferent things are accentuated. The

result inter alia is that group forma-

tion originated in our church which

does not foretell well for unity and

solidarity in the foreseeable future

and for the General Synod in 1986.

it seems as if some believe that they

alone are called to present the solu-

tions for the problems of South

Africa and in respect of the unity of

the churches.
The question came to the fore:

What is the role the DRC can play in

the situation? The Plenary Executive

took note of the fact that our church

and its office-bearers progressively
become the target of criticism and

even unfeeiing condemnation —

not only from other sources but also

from our own church circles.

The authority and influrence of

the church are queried and the voice

of the church concerning South

African problems is labeled as irrele-

vant. The reason for this is ap-

parently that the finding of the DRC

do not support the popular current

views of the group of South

Africans who propagate those

views and want them put into prac-

tice. The DRC is mercilessly placed

in the dock and heid responsible for

almost everything that is wrong in

South Africa. All sorts of demands

are made to the church about con-

fession of guilt for injustice,

unrighteousness and maladjust-

ments present in South Africa.

Furthermore many of our

members seem to have the impres-
sion that the Plenary Executive is

unable to administer the matters of

the church and the problems con-

cerning church relations satisfac-

torily. As a matter of fact the

Plenary Executive takes note that

some members do identify

themselves with the broad course of

the church and submit to it. The

Plenary Executive does not feel hap-

py about it. We live in a time in

which authority in all spheres —

that also of the church -— is scaled

down and criticised. Our church

members therefore live in a time of

confusion and uncertainty. There

are winds that ierk and pluck at the

church. Questions arise: “What is

going on in the DRC?” ”Where are

we going?” From correspondence

in our ecclesiastical and secular

media and mutual conversations it is

clear that a feeling of frustration,

dismay and impotence overtakes

many of our members. The Plenary

Executive has taken note of all these

things and is naturally grateful to
great numbers of our members and

office-bearers who calmly proceed

to fulfil their duty as Christians and

Church people on whose loyalty the

church may depend.

For these reasons and under

these circumstances the Plenary Ex—

ecutive finds it necessary to direct

this pastoral letter to the congrega-

tions of the DRC to make known

that it is continuiing with the work

entrusted to it. It is further our wish

to make known with what we are

busy and how we believe our

members and officebearers have to

behave in these times of crisis. The

Plenary Execuive realises that

possibly in the past it did not suffi-

ciently inform its members and the

general public of its ongoing ac-

tivities and church guidance. Hence

the impression was possibly created

that the Plenary Executive does not

exactly perform a meaningful func-

tion and that recognition of its

guidance need to be considered im-

portant.
At its latest meeting the

Plenary Executive again prayerfuly

devoted attention to a great number

of matters which are important to

our church, our ecclesiastical rela-

tions and our ceuntry, From the

nature of the size of theagenda it is

impossible to giye details. We can

only mention a few of the subjects

discussed and‘ thereby content
ourselves. They include: a) the deci-

sion in connection with the suspen-
sion of membership of the Reform-

ed Ecumenical Synod; b) our stand—

point concerning the day of prayer

on 9 October which was idetermined

by the meeting at Pieterhtaritzburg;

(cl revision of the psalm book; at)
meeting with the interim commis-

sion of the Reformed Ecumenical

Synod in March 1986; e) suggested

inter-church conference with the

Orthodox Presbyterian Church in

America; 1') report on a Reformed

ecumenical conference in Edin-

burgh; g) arrangments for the

General Synod of 1986; hi deed of

agreement with the DR Missionary

Church; i) continued discourse with

the Executive Church Councils of

the DRC family; 1) meeting of the

Federal Council of the DR Churches

in 1986; k) continued research on

missionary matters by ISWEN: l)
emergency aid fund for riot victims;

ml actions by a few leaders in the

DR Missionary Church about which

the DRC is unhappy; n) historic

commemorations in 1988 of th

Great Trek; Diaz feast and arrival of

the Huguenots; 0) state of

emergency and violence in South
Africa; p) group formation in the

DRC: a) financial distress and

unemployment; ri discussions with

heads of State Departments on a

large variety of matters; sl report of

the Chaplain Commission of the

General Executive Church Commis-

sion; t) report on the work of the

Commission revising “Has, Volk en

nasie"; u) report of the Commission

giving guidance on the authority

and use of Scripture; v) work of the

Inter-church Commission (relations

with the Gereformeerde Church and

the Hervormde Church); etc. etc.
To our members it will be clear

that the Plenary Executive is indee

continully busy handiing matte

which in a wide field are of essential

importance to our church. Our

members and office-bearers can feel

assured that the Plenary Executive

considers it as its calling to handle

matters that come its way with

great responsibility and care and
with prayerful veneration to God.

Aware of the fact that the

public action of a few leaders in the
DR Missionary Church, as reported

in the pubiic media, appeared

shocking to our church members and
leaders of the DRC and became an

embarrassment of our church, and

the fact that fitting church discipiine is

still, in our opinion, not forthcoming,
all of which rased serious questions in

the minds of our members.

 

 



 

 

 

The Plenary Executive is also
concerned that these developments
may further harm the already stiff
relations between our church and
DR Missionary Church. it is not im—
aginary that it unfortunately harms

the missionary cause. Without
wishing to interfere with the matters
of the DR Missionary Church, the
Plenary Executive in this respect
wishes to voice the distress in the
hearts of the members of our own
church.

It remains the conviction of the
Plenary Executive that mutual rela~
tions between church members and

office-bearers of the DRC and those
in the DRC family must be improved

and enlarged. Hence the Plenary Ex-
ecutive wishes in the light of this
need of reflection and communica-

tion on matters of current interest to

call upon church meetings to create

opportunities thereto so that these

discussions can take place in ec-

clesiastical structures. Oppor-

tunities for prayers for peace and

better relations are especially

necessary.
The Plenary Executive wishes

to point out that from time to time it

has discussions with the heads of

state departments by means of its

Commission for Liaison with the

Authorities on matters which it
believes lie in the way of the church

and the state. The Plenary Ex-

ecutive in this respect again extends

an invitation to representatives of
the DRC family that we together ap-
proach the Government in order to
address representations which are
in the interest of our members.

By means of this pastoral letter
the Plenary Executive wishes to

assme the broad mass of our church
who loyelly proceed on the road of
the DRC of our gratitude and ap-
preciation. Their support and loyalty

are a scurce of encouragement.
They are assured that the Plenary

Executive in great dependence and
with the light they possess, strive to
continue to point out the course and
that it herein is humbly dependent

on the continual intercession of all

our members and office-beerers.
In conclusion the Plenary Ex-

ecutive deems it necessary to make

a serious appeal to all our members

and office—bearers to give the
church their support and loyelly to

remember their church in their
prayers, especially in these times of
crisis and disrupted circumstances
which we experience. It is our

prayer that the God of mercy will

soon grant calm, peace, relief in the

drought-stricken areas and

 

economic prosperity. Above all, it is
our prayer that our members will

take their personal spiritual life and
the education of our families accor-

ding to the guidelines of God's
Word seriously. The Plenary Ex-
ecutive earnestly requests our
members and office-bearers not to
take part in polarising formation of

groups, as Reforum, Bible and Na-

tion (Bybel en Volk) and similar
organisations which came about
beside the church. In the past the

church in our country experienced

crises. We overcame them by
prayer and the grace of God and

survived. We believe that this will

also be the case in the present

crises. Let us trust our God in this,
because it is He who preserves His
church.

The serious intercession in

prayer of our whole church is re-

quested for the very important

General Synod which DV will be

held in Cape Town from 14 to 25

October 1%6.
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"Fingers wag from Harare"

 

Last week's church meeting In
Harare was widely condemned
in South Africa and widely
misunderstood. Here HENNIE
SERFONTEIN reports on the
substance of the meeting and

its implications

 

THE Harare document is the toughest programme

of action against apartheid and the Pretoria
government ever accepted by the official
leaderships of churches in and outside South
Africa.

In South Africa itself it is bound to:

. Intensify ongoing and escalating church-stalc
conflict In the country.
0 Cause greater tension and friction between

black and white Christians inside the mainstream

anti-apartheid multiracial English language

churches and between the South African Council
of Churches (SACC) and some of its member

churches.
And intentationally it has committed the main

Western churches, albeitly reluctantly on the part

of some, to intensify the pressure on their
respective governments to work for South
Africa‘s total political, economic and cultural

isolation. t

The Harare Declaration is not one made by the
WCC itself. The WCC as such is already notorious

for its outspoken condemnation of the South
ammmmmmnmmct‘
1971 to the sooealled Programme to Combat

Racism (l'CR) -—- a specific programme 0! action.

But many of its western member churches do

not fully support it. or support it only

lukewarmly. And no South African church nor the

SACC has yet accepted it.
The Harare Consultation was organised by the

WCC at the specific initiative of Dr Beyers Naudc,
the SACC general secretary. But in the first place

it was a meeting primarily of church leaders from

South Africa. Africa and the Western world

officially representing their churches.

In the case or South Africa, two representations

of the recently established influential Black

Ecumenical Church Leaders Consultation

(BECbC) were also admitted after their recent

condemnation of the "white controlled" leadership

of the SACC and its member churches.

The Harare Declaration inter alia called on

churches in and outside South Africa to support:

0 The call of "immediate and comprehensive
sanctions against South Africa".
0 The "recent developments within the trade

union movement for a united front against

apartheid".
0 Movement: working for the liberation of

their country.
It is a revolutionary step. Because no South

African church has yet taken any such decision.

And it was only in June this year that the SACC at

its annual conference had unequivocally supported

sanctions —— something it has never done before.

because there is uncertainty about whether it is

legal in terms of the lntemal Security laws.

Moreover. the conference did not merely accept

a general statement asking for sanctions. In reply

to questions from the Western churches. a BECLC

spokesman spelled out a detailed 12-point

sanctions plan and a three-point plan of action for

churches.
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This was unanimously accepted. significantly

also by moderate black and white South Africans
present. And this explanatory statement has now

become part of the official resolutions of the
conference.
These sanctions decisions will infuriate the

government, and observers will be watching to,see
if it takes action against the churches or individual
leaders.
The govemment is already infuriated that Naude

and Bishop Desmond Tutu, who attended the
Harare Consultation, had asked American banks
not to renegotiate new loans unless the
government resigned.
One of the bail conditions that Dr Allan Boesak,

president of the World Alliance of Reformed

Churches (WARC , t' h toi Qt '
WaayMc’sfiflafimémWno c
is a senior vice-prcsident of the SAC(.‘ now hound

by the Harare decisions.

Intense debates can he expected in the multi‘

racial English language churches between black

and white Christians Although the moderate black

and white leaders of the Catholic. Anglican.

Methodist and Presbyterian churches did not speak

out in public. in closed session they openly or

tacitly accepted these "revolutionary" decisions.

There is already increasing tension between

black and white Christians on a wide range of

issues, with whites accusing the blacks ol

politicising the church The Harare decisions are

bound to lead to a new black-white controntation

which could seriously affect their unity.

Tutu reflected this inner conflict in these

churches when he appealed for international

financial assistance. "Because of my stand on

disinvestment, white Anglicans arc divesting their

contributions to my diocese," he said.

There is no doubt that the Harare Declaration

was a total victory for the black caucus in the

South African churches and the BECLC.

following the latter's recent moves in Durban.

hitting out at white control.

In Harare, the voice of black South African

Christians was heard loud and clear. both in the

reports and in the subsequent Declaration.

They spoke forthrightly and with passion about

the ongoing unrest and about the painful

experiences of blacks at the hands of the

authorities. And they made it clear that they felt

the Kairos (moment of truth) for the church in

South Africa had also come.

Where was the church in this crisis? Would it

identify itself unequivocally with the oppressed

and fellow black Christians? Were the questions

raised?
They made it clear that they felt the time for

Christian action had come. They were "sick and

tired of pious resolutions" condemning apartheid.

BECLC representatives and black church

leaders such as Dr K Mgoja. Rev Sol Jacob. Rev

Stanley Mogoba and Rev Ernest Baanman.

general secretary and president respectively of the

Methodist Church. and Rev Blessing Finca,

chairman of Abrecsaa (Alliance of Black

Reformed Christians in Southem Africa) played a

crucial role in the public and private deliberations.

Equally significant was that the moderate black

and white church leaders present openly 0r tacitly

accepted the line taken by the black leaders.

The manner in which the six-pomt Harare

Declaration was accepted reflected the mood of

these black leaders. .

WCC officials presented a {our-pagc,l4-pmnt lle/l 
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wordy document as a draft declaration. Apart

from wellknown generalities. it contained no

specific programme of action.

The South Africans summarily rejected it and

demanded a drafting committee which included

some South Africans.
The Harare Declaration also gave official

recognition to the controversial Kairos document,

released 10 weeks ago by 150 black and white

radical church ministers and members.

The document condemned both the "apartheid

theology" and the "church theology" of the

English language multiracial churches, making

some scathing comments about the latter.

This document was officially ignored by the

SACC Executive and all the church establishment.

The Harare Declaration is a far cry from the

mild decision taken at the controversial Cottesloe

WCC Consultation in 1960.

Whilst apanheid was then condemned. it merely

asked for the abolition of pass laws. and the

representation of coloureds by coloureds in

parliament.
Those decisions ironically led to the resignation

of two synods of thc proatpartheid Nederduitse

Gereformecrde Kerk (NGK) from the WCC,

because of its "political interference".

Signficantly the issue of violence was not

discussed at all at the conference.

When WCC general secretary Emilio Castro

was asked about it. he said: "I have seen in the
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cathedral next door commemoration scrolls for

white Rhodesians who had fallen in the two World

Wars and in the recent War of Independence.

White westem churches have not yet had any

problems with the use of force or getting involved

in wars."
He said the potential to use non-violent means to

bring change in South Africa was still there and

could be used to the maximum.

"But I cannot be the judge with regard to

violence as l have not yet paid with my own blood.

It is only by multiplying my efforts of solidarity

with struggling South Africans that I can have the

right to ask the Liberation Movement if they could

consider alternative means."
Violence was therefore a theoretical issue that

could not be raised as a stumbling block "to Out

confrontation of the real issue. apartheid," Castro

said.
There was unanimity among the churchmen on

the issue of sanctions.
“At the beginning, some friends from the west

were afraid to tall: about sanctions because they

had been told that the price would be paid by the

poor people in South Africa and by the

neighbouring states."
But after the South African church leaders had

clarified the situation by saying. "Don‘t worry

about us. we will survive," elergymen from the

West had given the issue a second thought. Castro

said.

  

By HENNIE SERFONTEIN
FRIDAY. December 6. I985 was a day fraught
with symbolism in Heme.
Two simultaneous church events heralded two

closely related developments: the final symbolic
Ind irrevocable end of white domination in the old
Rhodesia. In the beginning of the end of white
tlominationi South Africa.

I am standing in front of the church conference
hall of the impressive Anglican Church complex in
the heart of Harare opposite Freedom Square,
formerly Salisbury Square.
As the church clock su-ikes ll times. a bell peals

slowly and softly whilst the last strains of an old
hymn is moumfully fading away from inside the

huge granite chultch building 30m down the road.
Large groups of well dressed, mostly obviously

effluent. elderly whites are streaming out of the

church. Well-groomed women and men in sober
dark suits gather on the pavement. in earnest
conversation in lowered voices.

.Next to the kerb is the large limousine of a
funeral undertaker.
"People are slowly moving away. Coming past me
is an elderly man holding his wife's hand, not

speaking a word to each other. Gazing pensively
ahead, obviously deeply upset. ‘

I ask a middle-aged man passing by "who died?“.
"Don't you know it is the burial of Boss Lilford,"

lte reproached me, obviously mistaking me for a
white Zimbabwean.

I then realised that the old white Rhodesian
establishment had come to pay last respects to Boss
Lilford. the legendary farmer millionaire. the
powerful force behind Ian Smith and the Rhodesian
from when UDI was declared in I965. Throughout
his life he was unwavering in his support for Smith
Ind white domination. resisting majority rule all
the way, never accepting the nonracial era of
Mugabe. '
A week before he was tragically murdered on his

farm in apparently a purely criminal act.
In the days before the funeral the state- controlled

“The Herald" had dozens of notices in the
condolences column sympathising with his death.
They came from the cattle ranch. racing and white
political organisations, average whites, family and
students. ‘

These notices paid tribute to .1 "lcgcnd", a "true
patriot". a "gentleman" praising hint because: Inn.
fought to the bitter end. So like you. Life is going to
be very different."
The group of whites eventually brealrc up. Then

Ian Smith and his wife move away, coming my

way, walking very slowly. He is talking all the tune.

Only 67, Smith looks a haggard. worn out old

man, his face heavily lined, walking bent forward,

visibly aged by the tension of the years.
Gone is the arrogance of the white supremacist

who for IS years defied the world, Africa and the

majority of his fellow black Zimbabweans. who
had predicted no majority rule in a l 000 years.
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He and his wife takes a good three minutes to
walk the length of the short block, followed by two
hcavily-built members of his now diminished
parliamentary caucus.
At the end of the block he turns left. walking past

1 police barricade in the road next to parliament,
which is on the other side of the Anglican Church
complex.
A black policeman politely touches his cap in

respect and half smiles in recognition. but Smith
and his entourage do not notice.

I cannot but remain astonished at 3 sight I have
seen before: Ian Smith walking unarmed in the
meets of Harare, after a bloody war in which tens
of thousands were killed, directly as a result of his
intransigence and obsession about white rule and
wanting "western Christian values".
And to be amazed about the idea of Smith sharing

the same parliament as black nationalist leaders
such as Mugabe, Nkomo and countless others —-
people who had spent more than a decade in
security prisons because of their beliefs, losing the
best years of their lives. with Mugabe refused
permission to attend the funeral of his only child.
Yet I find myself in a strange way feeling sony

for Smith and his people'mouming the death of one
of their giants. For five years after independence
they have not yet come to terms with the new
Zimbabwe, are still hankeringfor the "good old
days" and have no perception of how their racial
prejudice have not only bcdevilled their own
country. but has directly caused conditions of chaos
in a whole sub-continent.
But at the very moment that Littord is making his

leparture, and the curtain comes down on white
thodesia, in the hall a few yards behind me I can
tear the excited voices of people participating in an
intense debate. They are discussing a totally
tiffercnt future from what the Lilfords, Smiths
ind PW Bothas have in mind.
The occasion is the three day emergency

consultation organised by the World Council of
Churches (WCC). The participants are the 85
church leaders and representatives of churches in
South Africa. Africa and the western world. And
the topic of discussion is the ongoing Climb in South
Africa and the role that churches and Christians
should play in such a situation.
The delegates are busy finalising the text of the

historic six-point Harare Declaration which WI” be
announced two_hours later at a packed international
press conference.
But at the roots of the Harare Declaration is a

totally sincere and idealistic commitment to a
nonracial, non-apartheid South Africa based on the
principle of religion. justice and human rights. The
black and white South African delegates are
determined that the tragedy of the old Rhodesia of
Lilford and Smith must be averted at all costs.
The venue of the consultation is in fact sy mbolic.

Until 1980 Salisbury was the capital of the Rhodesia
of Lilford and Smith, the citadel of white
supremacy and racism.

Today, the new Harare provides the opportunity
for a study of the relics of the past, of an object
lesson of a policy and Massada mentality white
South Africans ought to abandon at all costs.
Delegates were able to listen in fascination one

afternoon to a detailed account of Dr Nathan
Shamayuarira, the Information Minister, of the
problems before, during and after the take over by
the Zimbabwean leadership from the Rhodesian old
guard.

All delegates were only too painfully aware about
the many similarities between the Rhodesian
disaster and the present course the South African
government is embarked upon.
The unexpected presence at the consultation of

nine Afrikaans and Englishspeaking students of the
Universities of Stellenbosch and Cape Town, was in
sharp contrast to the hardline, unyielding official

viewpoint ofthe Pretoria govemment.
On a fact-finding mission to study the situation in

a nonracial Zimbabwe, and the role of churches.
they wen: obviously not impressed by the furious
attacks on the WCC and the Ltberation-movcmcnts
suduts the ANC and PAC.

It was Lizl Kruger, a direct descendant of the
legendary lloer President Paul Kruger, who
informed the delegates about their frustrations as
Christians "in the situation of social injustice that
we are trapped in".
And in their lengthy hour-long talks with the

ANC they revealed an approach which astonished
the senior ANC representatives:
“These young white South Africans did not

preach to us. Instead they humbly asked our advice
on how we saw the future. And what peaceful
political role they could play in view of the fact that
both coloured and African young radicals in the
Cape Peninsula are refusing to talk to them."
For these young whites the Harare consultation

was clearly an eye opener. It gave them insights
into a totally different South Africa, the world of
black bitterness and frustration.
"And to think that we have had to travel to Harare

to meet our fellow South Africans," one observed
wryly.
One student, uncenain of himself and obviously

wanting to make sure that in this liberated
atmosphere of Harare he did not put a foot wrong,
when attending a press conference of Bishop Tutu,
asked him what he thought about cenain aspects of
"Comrade PW Botha's statements."
The presence of these young white students

showed that the grip of the National Party
government on the political thinking of the youth is
slipping, and that there are some, perhaps still only
a small number, who are determined that South
Africa shall not go the way the Rhodesia of the
Lilfords and Smiths did.

End
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press statement on reaction of the sacc to the speech of the state
president at the openino of oarLiament 51 1anaury1986. flmfl’

1“» 4C

we note with satisfaction that the Government has responded to the
pressures from within south africa as weLL as from abroad as
refLected in the announcement on parity in the provision of
education for aLL the introduction of freehoLd titLe for bLacks and
of an i.d document for aLL citizens, and intention of removina
existing inftux controL measures with a view to orderLy urbanization..;

   

we are oratified to note that certain oeneraL DrincipLes with
reaard to the future position of bLacks have been stated or restated
namety the Government’s acceptance of an undivided south africa
and of one south african citizenship as weLL as the affirmation
of the sovereiontv of Law. but we have to point out that w
it is meaninotess to taLk of enuat education, without eouaL potiticaL
rights, or titLe deeds without making Land aviaLbLe. eouatLy there
is a serious contradiction in taLkino about an undivided south
africa and at the same time of recoonisina and entrenchino the
position of minorities.
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reorettabty it is our impression that the Government has faiLed
to address the fundamental issue namely, the poLiticaL riahts of
the 22 miLLion bLacks of south africa or otherwise the Government is ‘
afraid to tackLe the eviL of apartheid at its roots. the creation
of a nationat statutory counciL both reqardinq its composition

and its pureLy advisary power , can in no way meet the poLiticaL
aspirations of the bLacks

as regards the position of neLson mandeLa no indication on
assurance has been aiven reqardino his retease. in fact he is beina
used as a pawn in a baroainino exercise between west and east and
this wiLL just add to the deep anqer of the bLack community.

 

it fiLLs us with sadness that there has been no dynamic statesman-
ship approach disotayed by the state president neither a reatistic
poLiticaL approach to meet the Leoitimate aspirations of the
majority of the peopLe of south africa. i believe the state presi- ‘
dent has Lost his Last chance to create a new future for the '
whoLe of south africa.

M
the reaction of governments of the west, especiaLLy oreat britain, >P‘
usa. and west Germany wiLL in aLL probabitity be one of strong
approvat, suoport and earn aaptause onLv to experience at a Later
staqe oainfuL disiLLusionment, because the Government did not
consutt with the oeooLe as beopLe to determine their feetinas. a
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beyers naude
Generat secretary
south african c0unciL of churches

31 january1986

paraaranh 4 4th and 5th Line " between westand east and this wiLLI
1ust add to the dean anoer of the black community”
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