SIMULTANEOUS reierendums to
test the wishes of the psopnle of Kwa-
Zulu and the peopia of Naial (white,
coloured and Indian) could vet prove
the most effective way of stopping
the outrageous Government plan ¢
rob nearly a million South Africans
of their birthright ang the cointry of
large tracis of border territory,

Both the birthright of the people
‘and the ownership of the land are
matiers of fundamental natienal im-
poriance. Negoiiations inat would
place either in feopardy should never
have becn contemplated, without
having established the wishes, firstly
of those directly affected and, sec-
-endly, ot the nation as a whoie.

“We are bringina together those
who belong together,” declares an
arrogant Minisier of Co-operation and
Development, when attempting to

justify two years of secret talks with
the Swaziland Government, The basis J
- for this siatement is apparently that
peoplé in Ingwavuma and in Ka-]
Ngwane are Swazi spealing. !

But that proves nothing. They '
are South African born, And their
right to retain their citizenship should
be inalienabla. :

They will krow whether they
“belong” to Swaziland, It they do
they will say so. But for anyone else
o presume 1o know where they be-

long without asking them is insuffer-
able. _ :
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THE 76-year-old Zulu
prince spat into the dusty
road wien asked about
the possible incorporation
of the Ingwavuma distriet
of Northern Natal ‘into
Swaziland. g

“We have been betrayed by
the South African Govern-
mént,” said Prince Mangoto
Mngomelzulu outside the vil-
lage of Ingwavuma.

‘Even though T am old, I'm
still & provd Zulu. No Swazi
will ever rule over me or my
tribe

“All 1 wanted was peace
and happiness in my old age
but now, because someone j
somewhere is going to sign a §
piece of paper, I'm going fo ¢
die a violent death,” he
declared.

“The people signing papers
have not taken past bitter
fighting between. tribes into !
account. They have not heard

| of the word revenge.”

News of il:e possible incor-
poration of the KwaZulu Ing-
wavuma district into Swazi-
-land, announced in Ulundi on
Monday by the Minister of

e VAT T

- Co-operation and Develop-

ment, Dr Piet Koornhof, has
spread like s bash fire
throughout the four {ribes of
abeout, €6 40 blacks, plus the
24 whites who lLive in the
area. :

Many tr:besman are mak-
ing plans tu leave the region.

Others say they can't leave
their homes and farms, but at
the same time claim they
will never allow a Swazi gov-
ernment to rule them.

There is confusion
everywhere. i

1 speke {o residents avout
the future of the region. None
supporied incorporation.

I found Prince Mangoto
talking to followers at a bus
stop outside Imgwavuma
village.

He's a inan who commands
respect.

- Betrayed

There were constant
shouts of approval at his
words.

He spat into the dust:

“Wé Lave been betrayed by |
the South African Govern-
ment.

“This land belongs to the
Zulu pation and we are all
proud to be Zulus. No signing
of any puper can take that
away from us,” -

He outiined his reasons for
mentioning violence.

“The trouble started dur-
ing the early 1970s, I think it
was 1972,” he said.

A certain man, Niunga,
was elected chief by one of
the- four tribes in
Ingwavuma.

rince Mangoto said after
two years the chief fell oul of
favour with certain tribes-
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Mr HUBER
BARTLE-MQORE

a RO
faction fights

“Bitter
erupted. Manv people were
killed, cattie siolen and huts
burnt.

“Out of my famiiy alene 20
people died. :

“Daring 1974 Chief Niunga

was deposed by
rican Goverr
ah army of fol
Swaziland.”
Prince Mansguto szid the
former Chief Niunga ‘A'ab-;

¢ South Af: j
and, with i
cwers, fled to i
£

i

still in Swaziland.

“If Ingwavuma is present-
ed to Swaziland then there
will be no border post to stop
Ntunga and his men moving
inlo the area and taking re-
venge against us,”

It would be impossible for
the South African Govern-
ment to protect his tribe.

A KwaZulu Government
agriculture inspector for the

F

my

“They are’ packing their
belongings and leaving their
farms. They said they would
pever live in Swazilandg .and
were leaving to.find a place

‘where they coule again live

with Zuolus,” he said.

ne of the few whites in
ihe area is Mr Hubert Bartle-
Moore, 67, whose {ather es-
tablished a trading store in
the tiny village of Ingwa-
vuma in 1210.

The village, a trading
store, a butchery, a garage,
bank, a magistrate’s court
and a few homes, falls under
the direct administration of
iatal and is in fact an island
of provincial auvthority sur-
rounded by the vast KwaZulu
territory.

“But even being part of
Natal is not helping us in this
case,” said a disgruntled Mr
Bartle-Moore.

“It appears that until a few

uCrs

cil knew that our village
would be incorporated into
Swaziland.”

Mr Bartle-Moore said he
was dead against the pro-
posed incorporation.

“By a stroke of a pen they
wani me to become a Swazi
citizen,” he said.

“Forget it. The Govern-
ment will have to buy mie out
and I'll move. 'm a South
African citizen and intend re-
maining ona.”

He said that through his

) es oy

tribe

$00
stores he daily dealt with
hundreds of blacks in the
region.

“Not one of them has told
me they favour incorpora-
tion,” he said.

Mr Bartle-Moore said that
althcugh the Ingwavuma
area had great potential, the
Swaziland Government had
no money to develop it.

“Any incorporation will
therefore be ‘a giant step

" backwards.”

He alse voiced fears about
possible violence.

Mr Bartle-Moore <zid that
if the former Chief Ntunga
returned to the area there
was a great chance of further
fighting. g

Casino

“The border has kept the
two main factions apart
since 1974,” he said,“but if in-
corporatica takes place then
there will L2 nothing to stop
another clash,”

The only person I. could
find who was in favour of the
incorporation was a white
commercial traveller wha
‘was in the town of Mkuzs, a
few kilometres from the Ing-
wavuma district.

“Sure I hope it gets incor-
porated.” he said “because
the Swazi Government may
then build a casino just with.
in the border and I would not
have to travel so far ta
gamble.” -

ingwavuma area, Mr Joseph
falinga, said he had spoken
to_many people about the
ossible incorporation during
is tours into the bush areas.
“Everyone is deeply con-
cernieG about personal safety.
During the faction fights no
one was neutral,” he said.
Mr Malinga said many |

Pﬁ—’;’e 2

people were not waiting for = -

the cutcome of possible fur- .
ther negotiations. &

men and the South African
Government. X

o



Don’t *
betray
Zulus
plea

By KEVIN DAVIE

THE consequences of giv-
ing away South African
territory to Swaziland
will be disasirous, says
conservationist Mr Ian
Player. '

“The Briiish did the same
sort of thing to the Afrikaner
and inflicted a deep wound
which will take another 100
years to heal.

“I cannoi understand why

the Governmeni, an Afri-
kaner goveroment, now
wants to do the same to the
Zplus and South African
Swazis.
. “If they band over those
areas to a foreign state, I
knaw it'l} bave the most seri-
ous and disastrous conse-
quences.” he said,

“I plead and urge the Gov-
ernment, wbere | have many
friends, not to push this

* through,” said the man who

has devoted more than ten
years to conservation in
gsome of the areas now ear-
marked as Swazi territory.

Stunned

Mr Player said he coaid
not understand why SA terri-
tery was “being given away
when you've got peopie dying
on South West African bor-
ders and we don’t own a sin-
gle square centimetre of that

land.”

He was speaking at 2 Ro-
tary function in Johannes-

" burg where he was awarded

the Paul Harris Fellowship
Award, the highest award the

- international body offers.

A

Although honoured many
times overseas for his contri-
bution to conservation, in-
cluding being named “Con-
servationist of the Year”, this
is the first time Mr Player
has received an award from
his own countrymen.

He said he had been
“stunned” by Dr Piet Koorn-
hof’s announcement, particu-
larly by the intention to
“force it through without go-
ing to a refererdum”,

“The people of EwaZulu

' and KaNgwane have stated

in the most categorical terms

that they want to be part of .

South Africa.

B

Fa)

gu Y. o'la;._f
-Unique

“I think that is the zreatest
compliment they couid have
paid us.” :

He stressed that just as,
there is a balance of noture,
there is a balance of politics,
warning that if political bal-
ance is upset, “it’li have dire
consequences for this
country”, :

On conservation work
done In the Ingwavuma area,
Mr Player said that this was
“unequalled in Africa”.

“Thousands of rands have
been spent and the finest
plans produced.

“The area is of the highest

importance to conservation.
It has the Ndumn Game Re-
serve, the last elephant in Zu-
luland, and a unique estuar-
ine system at Kosi Bay.”
" The Paul Harris Award is
pamed after the founder of
Rotary, who formed the body
in America in 1906.

Mr Player has close con-
nections with Rotary, having

" spoken to their members all

over SA and in America. *
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TO MOST Swazis the bor-
der deal with South Africa
is the final jewel in King
Sobhuza’s ~ crown the
realisation of a long-held
dream. .

This is hardly surprising in a
country of fierce traditionalists
who place a high value on their
heritage and to whom the re-
turn of ancient hunting grounds
is no small matter.

“A triumph for the King”
said the banner headline in

']

the
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Sobhuza ... for him, the realisa
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the Times of Swaziland, so
summing up the reaction of
the average Swazi.

Seme weni even lurther.
“The most significant politi-
cal occurrence of the 20th
century,” exulted an official
. spokesman, perhaps a little
carried away by the moment.

Reservations

Coming as it does less than
a year after 62-year-old Sob-
huza's glittering diamond ju-
bilee celebrations, the clinch-
ing of the incorporation deal
- was heralded as a coup de
grace by the same enthusios-
tic spokesman.
It was seen as vindication
of Sobhuza's policy of patient
negotiationsw:th Pretoria. -

negotiations bave been car-
ried cut provides a revealing
glimpse of where power lies
in Swaziland. .

Swaziland's case was put
by an inner circle of advisers
hand-picked by the King for
their pro-incorporation iean-
ings. Apparently they includ-
ed just one government
minister.

Other ministers have been
mere bystanders and it is
doubiful whether they knew
any more than the man in the

street about the progress of

the taiks.

The reason is that some
are known to have serious
reservations about the impli-
cations of a Greater Swazi-
land, particularly the pros-

pect of having to accept just
under a million new citizens.
While the rest of Sovthern
Africa has been preoccupied
with the outraze of tne Zulus
over the loss of Ingwavuma
and the plight of the local
Keoplc both there and in
taNgwane wno will lose
their South African citizen-
ship, Swazis bave been left to
wonder just what their coun-
try is getting cut of the deal,
apart from land.

Suspicious

There is a feeling among
some harder heads that the
emotional issue of land and
ancient tribal hunting
grounds should be tempered

by a realistic look at the
whole package.

A “silent minority”, 1n goy-
ernment and business, is
more than a- little
apprehensive.

They do not argue with
Swaziland’s right to the land,
but are a hit more suspicious
of Pretoria’s motives,

They also feel that once the
initial euphoria subsides it
will slowly dawn on Swazi-
land thal the incorporation
deal is not all that it is touted
to

Part of the problem, they

oint out, is that few details
1ave been made pubiic.

The optimistic view held
by many Swazis is based on
speculation. :

Most Swazis, for example,
seem to assume that Ka-
Ngwane comes complete
with the towns of Ermelo,

And after the king goes?

By BRUCE LOUDON

IN just a meath’s time, on July 22, King
Sobhuza will be 83.
_ And that, if eritics are to be believed,
Is reason erough (o guestion the wisdom
of the agreement annsunced by Dr Piet
Koornhef to cede parts of South African
territory to the Kingdom of Swaziland.
For Sobhuza, who bas wielded virtu-
ally absolute power for the past 60
years, has long since passed the three.
score years and 10 aliotted most men.

ke is in the twilight of his life, the -

swilight of his reign.

“After Sobknza, what?” mast inevita-
bly have a msjor bearing on assoss-
ments of the outiock following Souih
Africa’s decision to hand over land to
Swaziland.

Struggle

The white-bearded and frail Ngwen-
yama, or “living symbol” of the na-
tion's values, has earmarked no
SUCCesSor.

He has droves of wives and is report-

! ed to have more than 600 children, of
whom no fewer than 67 are sons consid-
ered to be in linc for the royal succes-
sion in the House of Diamini.

Analysis whittie thiz down to four or
flve real possibilities, but even that
prospect hoids out the likelibood that
were the king to die tomorrow, there
would be a puwer stroggle between the
various rival princes.

And both within the ruling house, and

among those cutside it, there are those .

who question quite serionsly whether
the monarchy in its present form will
survive Sobhuza’s demise.

Or whether it will promote the aims
of those who favour a return to the
Westminster-siyle democracy be-
queathed fu the kingdom at indepen-
dence, bui which the king was scon to
overturn iL favour of a return to
absolutism.

For there is opposition te Sobhuza, It
is small, to be sure, but it does exist. And
it is radical — almost certainly finding
& greater jdentity of views with the
Frelimo leaders of Mozambigue than
with South Africa.

And here'n lies the nub of the doubts
that have arisen in relation to the ceding
of South African land to Swaziland: giv-
en the reality of rivalry for the succes-
sion that exists within the House of Dla-
mipi, and the reality of the opposition to
the present system of goverameat that
exists aniony some politicians, caa any
agreement beiween the two couniries
ensure fatere friendship?

Can apytiing ordained by Sobhuza
survive his Jdeparture from the scene?

And can Sooih Africa, by doing the
deal it bas done, siem the tide of radi-

calism (hat has already enveloped Mo-

zambigne avd Zimbabwe?
Those opposed to the Swazi deal are
emphatic in their view that it is short-

sighted to have entered iuto the agree-
ment at this stage,

Proponenis of the deal, equally, he-
lieve that the House of Dlamini will
survive intact; that Schhuza’s suecessor
will be as much beholden to South
Africa as ke is, and as moch beholden to
Pretoria.

Ceriainly, if there is consensus in re-
lation to Swaziland it is that Sobhuza

- has been a good and benevolent ruler.

His country may be small, overpopulat-
ed and economically compromised, but
he has governed it deftly, aod managed
to hoe a useful path between bz reality
of South Africa’s proximity and en-
croaching radicalism.

- Gamble

But Swaziland teday suffers the same
socio-economic forces that have eroded
and eventnally eliminated monarchies
elsewhere: urbanisation, industrialisa-
tion, market econgmies, modern eduea-
tion and the associated rise of new
classes and radical ideologies.

In this context the octogenarian
king's demise could turn out to be the
catalysi for major change.

But at the very least the SA-Swazi
land deal is a gamble-— a gamble on old
Sohhuza, and the belief ihat his conser-

~ vative, (ribal rule will survive him,

thereby ensuring friendship for South
Africa in the Jonger term.

Jewel

‘s erown?

Witbarnk, Nelspruit and:
Barberton.

An illusion perhaps rein-
forced by a speech eariier
this year in which the king’s
roving ambassador, Dr Sisi-
hayi Nxumalo, reportedly
szid Swaziland was demand-
ing the four towns.

The speech naturally re-
ceived great publicity,
prompting Dr Nxumelo to is-
sue a hasty denial.

Nothing, it seems, is fur-
ther from Pretoria’s mind
than giving up the towns, but
the feelng that thev are part
of the package has persisted
here.

The route to the sea has
been another key issue, and
while there is no doubting the
valie of having such a link,
critics of incorporation say
ils importance has been
exaggerated.

The honour of explaining
the historic developrents o
the people wily go to the Licn
of Swaziland, King Sobhuza
himseli.

Considering the impor-
tance which the King report-
edly attaches to the return of
the land, it is not surprising
that criticism of incorpora-
tion liaz been muted.

Nevertheless, The Times
this week reported the mixed
feclings of the business ecom-
munity to the developments.

Unmoved

One company director
summed up the feelings of
many when, referring to Ing-
wavuma, he saia:

“l don’t know how much
economic development has
been achieved there but I
think it is far less than we
have achieved here.

“With 750 600 new people,
the nature of the whole coun-
try could change overnight.

“Unless there is a sizeable
dowry, it is certainly going to
lower the standard of living
in this country.”

Voicing his suspicions, an-
other businessman was even
more blunt.

“Show me something of
value that the Afrikancrs
have ever given away,” he
said.

Many question Swaziland's
ability (o ahsorb the huge
number of new job-seekers
and fear the country’s al-
ready serious emploeyment
problem will get completely
out of hand.

But what of the political
irnplications?

Whatever Swaziland has
agreed lo, it will obviously
face some flak from the rest
of black Africa, which tends
to view any deal with Pretor-
ia as a pact with the devil.

And the hysterical threats
of a “bluodbath” by Gutsha
Buthclezi and others leave
the Swazis unmoved.




