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LIE Tl e first six weeks 
' AFTER the working sessi PR investigation into the shootings at the ANC'’s 

Parliament and the fi“?gsixewe::. %t;- 3‘,: 3:& Shell House in March, Mufamadi chose to be 

ernment of National Unity, there is no doubt highly selective in what-information he pre- 

that the new order has worked remarkably well  sented to Parliament. He brushed aside sug- 

considering the enormity of th ; gestions that the ANC had failed to co-operate 

-transfo%m aparthei stmc:ug:snt:itg’: nz:, - with the lice in doing ballistic tests of the 

non-racial, untested system was a considerable weapons in Shell House. Now he faces a gril- 

task. But the committees of Parliament got up ling, and possible demands for his resignation, 

gandirl\;eptliiifiigt iand 'gle‘alth successfully with their ~ ©V€T misleading Parliament. 

,first legislation. The National Assembly and i i in h 
: tl;e_;Senate gebated X 4 approved legislation. 1t is instructive that within a week of the 

~__The rules that govern these institutions 

did not even exist two months afi:). The rela- 
tween the two houses, their commit- 

e created afresh. The officials of Par- tions. Documents, apparently from the police 
qm :;1 Thow legislation was to be considered, the ANC'’s obstruction of the police investiga- ¥ 

d liament under new speaker Frene Ginwala de- (and in the minister’s possession), clearly set 

‘servearo of applause. 
out the difficulties which they experienced in 

"The Government of National Unity began _ Eetting S0y co-operation from the ANC. More 

“ functioning. Ministers from their disparate disturbing still are the large number of wea- 

political bagw‘kfiounds apparently got down to pons that were apparently on hand in Shell 

'work with a wiil. ; House. et 

There have been some glitches. These Questions in Parliament are designed to 

p(;(xlnttopptennal problems, whichifall
owedto = put a brake on executive power. Mufimadi’s 

:lv en, will make serious chasms. When Presi- | problems can be seen in the context of an 

e:tti Nelson Mandela named his cabinet the  uneasy transition from underground move- 

fo_ hrmation that Derek Keys would carry on ment to governing party. Certainly everyone is 

l;l :_ e finance portfolio came as a massive re- ~ ona learning curve. Ministers, members of the 

ef. Regardless of declarations by Mandela | caucus, and opposition parties. They must act 

and others that they have abandoned nationali- | with great caution and honesty. 

© sation and other command economic practices 

_there was apprehension about their sincerity. 

' The aptp:lntment of Keys immediately calmed 

the waters. The accor with his ANC deputy 

Alec Erwin at the resentation of the Budget 

still further allayed fears. They had managed 

to find considerable funds to begin the Recons- 

truction and Develoflllnent Programme (RDP) 

without sacrificing ternationally accepted 

gconomic principles. Now Keys hasresigned. 

Mandela, Erwin and Deputy President 

- F.W. De Klerkhave all said that his “personal” 

- reasons are compelling. But, in spite of the ap- 

intment of a respected banker to replace 

im, the unc rtainty will remain. And we can 

ill afford it. Keys’ reasons may be deeply per- 

sonal and he may well be loath to air them in 

public but until he does the uncertainty will re- 

main. It goes with the job, and the new buzz 

word of transparency, for Keys to reassure the 

nation that he is not in deep conflict with the 

ANC-dominated government over how they in- 

tend to fund the RDP. 

Talking of conflict, there were two occa- 

sions when the ANC caucus moved to overrule 

its .elected executive. The first was over the ap- 

pointment of a secret cabinet committee to in- 

vestigate movi ‘Parliament from the Cape to 

the Transvaal. There are serious financial im- 

plications which could affect the delivery of 
e 

promises to the electorate. The ANC'’s elected 

representatives in the caucus will bear the 

brunt of grassroots unhappiness and they de- 

manded a public committee to do the work of 

this shadowy committee. g 

" More serious was the caucus decision to 

overrule an amendment to the constitution 

which had been approved both by the cabinet 

and the multi-party standing committees on 

constitutional affairs. This because the pres- 

~sure which the caucus brought to bear on its 

ministers in the cabinet caused them to over- 

ride the rules of Parliament in order to get the 

legislation through on the last morning of the 

session. Gl 

" The ANC comes from a tradition of imme- 

diate democracy. Shop : floor and township 

_structures wére intimately involved in present- 

‘ing mandates to their leaders. ANC ministers 

must ensure that, in exercising their power,  



 


