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| Thc Cullural Boycoll of South Africa is 10 ycars old this

ycar. The decision to institute the Cultural Boycott was

A1h

in itscll a tremendous achicvement. on the part of those

who first advocated this important programme towards the.
complete 1solation of apartheid South Africa in all aspects.

© of cultural life. As such, the Cultural Boycott programme

might onc day be viewed as having becn an important com-
 plement to the overall struggle for National Libcration in

South Africa. Morc immmecdiatcly, it has helped to high-
light the nature of apartheid to the international com-
munity, particularly in such a scctor of social life which
some pcople would convenicently wish to regard as quitc
apart from the world of politics and struggle.
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Imnally, the Cultural Boycolt campaign was in gencral
Agreeted with.some degreo of disdain in many quarters;
~and cven those -who supported it -were quite skeptical
“about its prospects for success. Thanks to the United Na-
tions Centre Against Apartheid (and its Special Committee

Against Apartheid) in particular, not to mention the general .

intensification of the Struggle in Southern Africa ever since

the 1970’s, many a cultural worker, artist and sportspcrson

has smcc lcarnt ol' lhc hazards of playmg wnlh apanhczd

ThlS 1SSuC 01' SAPEM dcals mamly w:lh cultural workcrs'

and artists 1n the music ficld. But- thcrc have been
greater successcs in the ficld of sports in which the Special
Committee Against Apartheid has done an outstanding job
of monitoring sports contacts with South’ Africa; and has
established a consolidated list of sportsmcn and

sportswomen who have partlclpatcd in- sports events in
‘South Africa in the period 1 September 1980 to 31 Decem-

ber 1987. The Committec’s report of -14 Apnl 1988 1is
evidence that the international campalgn against apartheid
sport continucs to make progress; and that action by
Governments, sports organizations, local authorities, anti-
apartheid groups and individuals has helped to abort many
sports exchanges with South Africa. Indeed many more
sportsmen and women are now pledging that they will not
compete m South Africa until apanheid has been eradi-
cated. L v SR e 9y

Thus, even though it spends approximately US$100 mil-
lion annually to promote international sports exchanges
and subsidizes sports organizations which endorse apart-
heid policies, South Africa now finds itself able to attract
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only mediocre and sccond ralc Sportsmcn and womcn
(According to the Report on the Special Committee Against

‘Apartheid, South African ‘commercial houses, which spon-
sor any cvent involving overscas’ pdrumpants are refunded

90 per cent of their gross outlay through tax rcbates. "Thus,

South Alrica dcvolcs largc sums of ‘moncy to altract ovcr- |
scas playcrs ) B e T | I § 7 0
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Thc Cullural Boycolt of South Afnca has been Iargcly
successful in the ficld of sports.' But the same cannot be

| said about the field of music, thcatrc and academia. This 1s

the subject of the main feature article in this issue. Sefako

.Nyaka laments the "confusion, controversy and at times bit-

ter alicnation” that the Cultural Boycott issue has caused
among Black South Africans themselves. This is a situation
further exarcebated by_thc divisions in South Africa; and, if
we might also obscerve. with regard to this subject of Cul-
tural Boycoll by the:-occasional show of vaccilation,

cquivocation and ambivalepce on the part of the Natlonal
Liberation Movement. (The Graceland Tour refers; and

Miriam .Makeba and Hugh Masekela should be advised
hencelorth to desist from any words and deeds that appear

‘disdainful of the noble objectives of the Cultural Boycott;

and member states of the O.A.U. and the Frontline should
be more carelul and thorough in thmr adherence to lhc
Cultural Boycolt of South Afnca) | AR TS 3 Sl /o
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| As the main fcature aruclc concludcs nt 1S 1mpcratwe

that progressive and democratic movements inside and
outside South Africa decide on the rules and mechanisms
of a monitoring system for the Cultural Boycott. Indeed,
the system should be flexible and re-emphasize the point
that the Boycott is intended to be more of a tool of libera-
tion and less a mode of censorship. But -we should not
allow the mercenaries among us to confuse the issue any
more than they have already done. For, the criteria should
otherwise be quite clear: surely we are politically. mature .
enough to distinguish between on the one hand the op-
ponents of the South African State and who should there-
fore be given all assistance possnblq in their- cultural en-
deavours; and, on the other, the regime and its supporters
all of whom should be isolated effectively. With greater
vigilance and a'measure of political dexterity, we can all

help to develop the Cultural Boycott into ‘a more for-
midable political weapon 1 m the Struggle against aparﬂzetd
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The Cultura Boycott

5 Sefako Nyaka_ (W
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The cultural boycott of South Afnca
1s 10 years old this year. And there
1s no doubt that it has been 10 years of

confusion, controversy and at tlmes,

bitter allenatlon .

Whereas in 1978 most people who
pushed for the boycott were agreed
that it is and ‘can be used as a tool of
liberation, some people now see it as a
tool of ccnsorshlp ,

The divisions in South Afnca have

also served to further confuse i ISSUes.

Instead of.being taken step by:step

through the stages of the boycott ar--

tists - were::‘more . often - than - not
whipped into line. Very few cultural
- workers understand’ the . dynamics . of

the boycott And sadly enoug,b or-

ganisations in the country have not
provided the -much-needed cultural
education :* programmes . cultural
workers so dearly need. Instead some

organisations were actively involved in

encouraging - artists to violate the
boycott in order to win over the said
artists into their camps. At times cul-
tural workers based firmly within the
mass democratic movement have been
hyper critical of cultural workers who
have yet taken up a similar commltted
SLADNCE. . . pipian 7ol

he ﬂemble techmques used in or-

ganising | communities ' and ' fac-

tories were often ignored when deal-
ing with cultural workers. Instead, one.

finds arguments based on 'barren

moral morahsm and personal accusa-

E‘i i' . " t:
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This does not mean that some South
African cultural :workersare not in
need of serious political education.

But it should be recognised that cul-
tural workers have different levels .of
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& g & a'
o i L . ! & 1 " =
t Sl 3 N S M R

politica] understandingl and trylng to

push some of them to be on par with
intellectuals is a good recipe for ﬁerc_e
resistance and alienation. . "7

" The vagueness of the’ boycott was

also another point of contention for

“artists, In its purest form the boycott
means severing all cultural contact
with - South Afrlcan society. !
means ' no - South ' African ' cultural
worker will be allowed to participate
in any event outside the borders of the
country. No South African music or

other works of art shall be made avail-

able.in any, country outside the bor-
ders_of the apartheid’ country, This

type * of ' approach infuriated - even

those cultural workers who are firmly
based within the mass democratic
movement, They .argued’ that ' the
boycott was stifling the development

of the emerging culture. The boycott -

“does not appreciate the emergence of

a vibrant people’s culture rooted in

South African realities and steeped in
democratic values. This culture is in
opposition to the racist culture as-
sociated with the apartheid- regime.
This culture is characterised by a
spirit  of * internationalism 'and a
humanist * perspective that derives
from the best of the cultural heritage
“of the various peoples that make up

the South African population, accord-, '

ing to a resolution of the Culture in
Another South Africa conference

held in the Netherlands last year..

The culture that is emerging from
South Africa expresses the social and
‘political asprratlons encompassrng the
artistic, " intellectual * and ' material
‘aspects of culture 1n South Afncan

R . \ :
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q blanket ban on any contact wnh
ultural  workers - from - South

Alrica will stifle the development of

-This

thls culture. Itis necessary for cultural
workers from South Africa to interact
with their counterparts in Africa and
elsewhere. Cultural exchange must be
encouraged andlj deve10ped 0. as to
enrich’ South ‘African society and to
forge and cement links with the inter-
national community. . ., i

. There are those -who argue' Why
eqmp people with knowledge that will

only serve to strengthen and devclop
apartheid culture? They argue for a
total boycott. . ii. .. -
- It seems, however that the majonty .
inside South. Afnca are calling for a

selective boycott. Allow only progres-

sive cultural products (be they musi-

cal, graphic, \written, theatrical or.

whatever form) to leave the country.
As long as they do not serve to per-
petuate aparthetd culture ‘they arc
OK.” PO “H ) b R |
But . the cruc1al questlon 18 who
demdes on what tils progressive culture
and what 1s the yardstick. Does a few
"Amandla’s ";and derogatory terms
about the "Boers or apartheid" pass as

emerging culture that is able to inform .

the world about; the phght of. South
Afrlcans? ¥ .;!;:.,_ \ s 7, i

L I

t is no wonder that cultural workcrs
are now argumg that years of fight-
ing 'State censorship seems to have
been replaced byI censorship from the

- mass democratlc movement and the

national - hberatlon movement. Their
lack of understandmg of the relative

'pomtrons taken by the liberation for-

1

ces; .: and: thelp South » African

government s. severe repression and
_curtailing of mformatron has made it

impossible for! cultural workers to
respond positively to the boycott '
" At times thei | posxtlons taken by
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some orgamsatlons verge on pohtncal

-

-shunned. Thcatrcs and other vcnucs

point-scoring,’ 'regionalism’and .are’at | hcavily dependent ;on: State- fundmg,

members. So crucial is the issuc that a-
few wecks from now the Congress:of
South African Writers (Cosaw) will -
hold a conference lo cxammc the cul-
lural boycott : et Lt oW

+ Confusion > 5= o

hat worrics most

boycott. What has it achicved in the
past decade? Is it being reallstlcally
and impartially apphcd" e T
‘Recently the . Cape Town bascd
"District. S1x mus:cal had 1o canccl a

performance at. thce Pretoria Statc
Theatre because of the venue’s lmks

“with the South -African government.

At that time the play was also showing

at the Market Theatre 1n" downtown

Johannesburg, -a venuc' that "is *as-

sociated ”with ‘the dcvclopmcm of

People’s “Culture. ' *Unconlirmed

" reports attribute the canccllation ‘to

pressure from thc managcmcnt at thc

Market. i bk sk e g
"How" do you expect us o cXplam-
- your performance at the Markct and

the - State''Theatre without ™ losing

face?" was the loaded question pospd
to District Six’s David Kramer. !}

Management at the Market rcpor-*

tedly undertook to cxtend the booking

“at the Market to make up’ for lhe

cast’s cancelled performance. - .

‘It was 'at this point that " some.
lhealrc-gocrs started asking ' ques-
tions. Jonathan Clegg (of Juluka and .
Savuka) and Pieter Dirk-Uys had pre-
viously performed at both the Market
and the State Theatre without raising
eyebrows. Clegg apparently told the
Market management that by perform-
ing at the Market he believed he was
preaching to the converted whereas a
performance at thc State Theatre
might “convert a few 'conscrvatives.
The question was never even raised to
satirist Uys a "rebel Afrikaner" who is

" not worth alienating. And surprisingly
both have since gone back for perfor-

mances at the market and sull manago
to attract a full house. - ° oar

If apartheid is to be 1solated then
all its cultural mslltutlons should be

cullt'u*rzi'l'
, workers 1s the confusion sur-..
rounding the 1mplcmcntat10n of the
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- best confusing also to the most ardent . taparthmd’s broadcast ! facilitics’-and -
the .. Bantustans * should 'be* out.” of :
‘bounds for the- oommlttcd cultural-
‘worker, the argument goes.®/. '~ i7# A
problem 1s that lhcrc is no -

¥+ The"
“other broadcast media in the country

and musicians depend on the sale of
their records to make a living."And |

the only way thecir fans can know

|+ about these rccords is through the

South . - African . Broadcasting

/ Corporatlon s radlo and clevision sta--
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Rofusmg lo havc thoir dlSCS spmncd

SABC ,.will " most _certainly,
result in a, hcavy loss of rcvenue, for
thc musicians, and lhmr managers..

The State compoundcd the confusion

‘by purchasing some taped -intervicws
“with community lcaders and screening

themon SABC channels. "If such-
and-such a lcader can appcar on'TV
why can’t we?" asked the musicians. If
lcaders of the mass democratic move-

‘ment can address meetings in the ban- 1|

tustans, why “can’t arlsts - pcrform

‘there? In any casc those pcople in the

homclands are not lhcrc because of
choice and we should consider lhcm
as South Africans and not makc them

-suffer, for somclhmg lhat 1s not ol'
..lhcu' makmg. o i~

..Some highly pohltcrscd songs have

madvcrlcnlly crceped into the SABC.

The naive censors only.removed the

discs after., having .received. . con-.
sidcrable. atrplay This is a positive.
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., Thc mtcrnatlonal scene has also

becn very confusing: The reaction

of 'some anti-apartheid groups did

nothing to clear up the murky waters

“of the cultural boycott. The Graceland
tour.and Clegg’s long sojourns over-

seas only added more confusion. Paul
Simon was wrong in coming to South
Africa to recruit Ray Phiri-and. the
Black Mambazo group to record and
perform in the United States, some
people argue. However a few months

earlier Hugh Masekela had recorded
with = South _ African ~ artists " 1n

Pecople’s™

-sibility.,
“should vet all work. e e AR

it 4
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-;Bolswana lt"'fvas also rumourcd that

Harry Bclafonlc had askcd for, ‘and
“was “given, ;idcmo tapcs of Soulh

~"Afr1can chla musnc

Try cxplammg that lo sonic cullural

‘workers and! lall 'you will ‘succeed in’

doing is to confusc them cven further..
To some artists it is not’ cnllrcly clcar’
why " Amampondo were - jeered " and
picketed overscas: while Mbongeni
Ngema's "Saraﬁna had lhc red carpct
laid out for them! % [ * -

‘Why cven pCOpIc l1kc Brcnda rFassa _
‘with. her

"bubblecgum” “music are
embraced by the . hkcc. of Miriam

erkcba and somc anti-apartheid for-

ccs, 1s the argument heard at home. 1[

thc cntcna of . rclcvancc is_art or
- music” that cxpldms to the oulqldc‘

world . about: ithe " plight” of . South
Alricans,

sccd of "cultural’
scxualism as propoundcd by cap:lahql

socxcly -_i I g
L r‘l p « ' -2 d

The argumcnt advanced. by some
activists is that Fassi’s songs raisc
emotional lhcmcs rclated ' to  the

- cveryday opprcssmn of ‘urban" South

Africans. This, in itself is debatable if
not downright: apologetic to Brenda's

popularity: an’xong pcoplc who loxc

bubble-gum musnc

Tt was the :Al’ncan Nallonal Con-j
grcss alter lhc Paul Simon fiasco, that

came . forward’ with the” sclective
boycott tactic, In order not to stifle
Pcoplc’s” Culture, some  cultural
workcers should be allowed to travel
overscas o cngagc m cullural CX-
chan;,e pro;:,rdmmcs il

. The position sccm to have appcalc,d'

to both Inkatha ‘and the Azanian
Orgamsahon ‘Politicians
agrec that cultural workers should be
responsible for the implementation of
the. boycott. But, thcy .argue, artists
arc not yct: rcady for such respon-
In the. nterim. pohllcmns

!

Some artists arguc that while it 1s all

Jwell and 'good for politicians to
argue for-a boycott, it does not alfect
them directly at all. Cultural workers,

-and not politicians should be respon-

sible ‘for implementing the boycott.
Most cultural workers appreciate the

. SAPEM MAY 1988

lhcn Fassi’s~ music falls
. hopclcssly short ‘'of the mark. 1 any-
thing her muslc tcnds to cnhancc the
domination and |




~ aim of the ctlltural boycott - the total

isolation of ' the ~apartheid . regime.:

‘However until the thorny question of
who monitors it is worked out in con-,
junction : with the artists themselves
the waters are far from elearmg N

:..
Frady

The Academlc Boycott

J'
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The aeaderme boycott 1s unfor-

tunately not as widely debated as,

it should be'and as a result it is sur-"
rounded by a lot more confusron than'
the cultural and trade boycott L 4hy5 13-
It often comes up 1n tiumes of con-r.

troversy when there i1s .a .visiting
academic at: a.
African umversxty and shelved agam
as soon as the crisis is over. Lack of a

clear standpomt in the broad progres-.

- sive movement on this issue leaves
many anti-apartheid bodies confused
‘as to whether all South African
academics should be boycotted or
only those known to be active . op-

ponents of the apartheid states should

. be allowed to participate in academic

conferences on an international level.
The academic boycott is viewed as

onc of the many strategies aimed at

the international isolation -of the
Pretoria government. A University of

|
] T
& -

.opposed to any form * of aeadermc
boycott and believe that the exchange

.of ideas should be encouraged 1n all:
'universities in the recognition ‘of the *|
‘ideal of academic freedom. The other |

-stance, the pro-boycott advocates, feel

| :that the international isolation.cam-
| paign against South Africa should not
only be applied in’ trade, sport and
"culture alone but should also be ex-. |

| Africa was especially strong, gwen the .

tended to the academic field in order unique importance of a "community of

‘for sanctions to be effective. There i1s
“also : the ‘third ‘ approach which ‘is

- somewhat ‘the ‘middle path, here the:
,advoeates ‘oft'this - posrtlon concede
practlcalr
partxcular South, ' problems with the pro-boycott stance*

“which they support,. and .they:argue
for a flexible approach in applying it.’

One main criticism often ‘advanced

against the academic boycott is that it
~the:
‘basic right “of - every - university -‘to'

that *‘ there i¢" are :!. some -

undermines : academic freedom,

decide what 1s taught and whom is

“taught, ; and -it . affects ‘the free ex-

‘change of ideas and debate amongst

all unwersntles in the world com-

mumty

€ AT B
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has thet effect of - undermining the-:

‘struggle, for more umversal freedoms \

mustbewrong qididi, ST R PRI

1 I

wrth the free’ exchange of ideas and
‘and one!'

.| ideas, ; the . .unique. importance . of:

Wy L

academic freedom”. .He said. that the

case for academic freedom was more,
i than'"merely hanging on to a thread-.

bare liberal ideal, but recognising that
universities . are:, the reposrtones of
many values dear: to civilised socrety

' The other more : persuasive argu-

-ment against academic boycott 1s that

-through personal - networks.

1t wrll harm the very people it-is trying

- help, i - whrle the '-apartheid
governments - apologrsts - and
ideologues will move around con-

ferences Wlth relatwe ease. Further

the boycott is seen to be having a
ceunterproductive’ effect, that it is
likely not to work and will be unenfor-
ceable. The practlcal problem in en-
forcing this boycott is that many of the

academic exchanges take = place
South

he anti-boycottistance argues that
intellectual work can only flourish -

advocate “ of * ‘this -
' stance argued that the case for main- "
'taining ' academic’ links with ‘South*

/

Cape Town academic, in making this
point, ' argued that the academic,
boycott was indivisible from the strug-.

To this the pro-boycott stance ar-
gues that this argument 1s often
advanced by academics themselves

African academics are invited to this
country because they have friends and
| contacts in the right places. A visiting

gle for various other freedoms. It 1s,
fact, a lesser freedom to other more

basic freedoms like the right of one to
choose where one wishes to live or the
r:ght of one not to be separated from,
one’s family. - 3

he academic boycott mamly ealls
for a ban on all South African stu-

dents, scholars and academics.

knowledge or skills from any relevant
institution outside the- country that
will be used in South Africa for the
benefit of ’ the apartheid regime.
Similarly there should be no students,
scholars and academics coming to

South Africa for the purposes of car-

rying out any academic activity. There
are three opposing parties in the
.academic boycott dcbate whose posi-
tions can be loosely defined as the
anti-boycott stance, who are totally
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either study, do research or gain any

who are d:rectly affccted by the |
boycott and view it as a separate issue
Granted - the
- affect
academic freedom just as the ‘sports
boycott affects the absolute freedom
of sportsmen and the cultural boycott
affects the absolute freedom of cul-
tural workers, like artists. But, argues
the pro-boycott lobby, the' argument
‘behind the boycott is political rather
than academic and it also contains the
overriding moral which dictate that
the governing principle must be polrtr-
cal. Further, academics who view the

- affecting  them ! only.
academic *: boycott ;.. does

boycott as a. matter- affecting them

alone are viecwed to be acting out of
“self-interest and attempting to further

their scctional - privilege. Thercfore
the logic behind the academic boycott

must be seen as- political and any
defence of academic freedom, which-

“scholars- leaving :the country to par-"

scholar.to South /Africa, O’Brien said
during * his disastrous - visit- to the
University of- Cape ‘Town, that the
idea of using an dacademic boycott to
bring down the regime was ludicrous
because the Alfrikaner Right, who can
be said to  be !'the “targets in the
boycott, despised intellectuals and
regarded South Afrlcan universitics as

~ "hotbeds of treason.’ 5
The pro- boycolt lobby, whrch advo-

cates the application of a total ban
on all South African academics and

ticipate 1n- conferences and seminars
abroad, or overscas scholars eommg
to this country for rescarch or other
academic actmtres also put up a per-
suasive argument for their case. They
propose that rescarchers from unjver-
sities, research institutions and other
official organs of the regime must be

o)

r "




barrcd from - lntcmattonal scmmarsl
and conferences ‘and 'vice-versa' be-+
cause any knowledge: gamcd ‘from:
these activities will be used in the per-.

pctuation of the system' of torture,

resentment and distortion to maintain | |
apartheid. Also they arguc, no works
of South African origin should be. dlS- -

semmated OUlStdc South A[nca

To those who argue for acadomlc
frecdom, thcy say it is mlslcadmg:
to suggest that in South Africa there is
meaningful ' academic'’ freedom*.be-: |

cause often, especially in' the'social-

sciences, students arc often domcd ac--

cess to certain books by the state their
~ ability to discuss certain issucs yital to’
the future of this country is impaired. 7

What can be said to be the mlddlc
path in the debate, on whether there:
should be"a total or -no '‘academic

boycott 1S the partlal or sclcctwc ap-':

-!'}'l.t 1

proach This stance calls for a more :

flexible :approach *instead of a :ngxd'

one.;The .advocates of . this position
call” l’orr the .- involvement .-, of - ~the .

! progressive or. democratic movements ;

“in the making of rules and docnstons In

the boycott 1S lmpalrcd 1 =--’1" i
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Thc queslton here is not. whcthor
there should be a"boycott or not.;

' These advocates support the isolation.
. campaign against: the:South.: African.
'government, including the strategy of
' the academic boycott, but they argue:

[lhat opponents of the South African,

'statc -must' be: 1dcnttﬁcd and aided.

- while:: sanctions - must * be : applied.
- against the regime and its supporters.:
- This approach also-tries to side step.

“the practical. [ailings of - the - total

boycott and antl boycolt posmons it i' A

Thc main rcason the pmponcnts ol'
the llcxxblo tapproach oppose a.
*total appllcauon of the’ academ:c‘

boycott 1S thatl there is” a * small vl

: mmonty in South African universities,
‘that is totally opposed to the apart-
heid system and are responsible for
‘the evident change in the intellectual

' climate 1 In SO called liberal universities

like Wnts Rhodes, Durban and UCT.:
It is this minority that has to be iden-
tified “and  widened "and* protected
from the boycott. Further, they argue,’
llho ideas generated by this minority
through - debates, -small publications
"and ncwspapors have filtered through‘
'to ‘the ' .community and the growing
' resistance to the apartheid govern-

“ment and the utter confusion amongst -

“its supporters can, in no small way, be
; attnbutcd to ll'llS small group

< b A u S T (TIROCTI

Cultural Boycott The POSltlon of tho,:ANC_

» .- '- 1 . mh " "
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hc events of the ﬁrst quartor of
this year have shown, now more
than ever, that Pretoria is not about to
dismantle apartheid. The barrage of
fire directed towards the African Na-
tional Congress (ANC),  the': mass

democratic - movement : 'and ' the’

Frontline States and the unloashmg of
assassination squads as far afield as

Paris and Brussels are a call to the in-

ternational community to strengthen
the academic and cultural boycott
with 1ts- aim of 1solatmg aparthcxd

South Africa. = "~ ARG LEE T v

- The assassination of Dulcw Soptom-
ber in France, a senior member of the
ANC, and a Chief Representative; the
car bomb attacks an Albie Sachs, an
able lawyer of the ANC, in Mozambi-
que, and Jeremy and Joan Brickhill in
‘Harare; the raids in Bulawayo, Brus-
sels, Zambia and Gaborone; the ban-
ning of 17 internal anti-apartheid or-
ganisations; the restriction of the

major labour federation, COSATU,

6
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“and the continued State of Emergency
only prove that the apartheid Govern-
ment 1s- determined at all costs to

maintain its minority control, * /v

- The reform policy of the Nationalist

Party 'is daily being exposed-:as 'a -

hypocritical gesture. Detentions, ban-
nings,  capital® punishment, . forced
removals are the order of the day, and.
now, too, the democratic press, which
has struggled hard to expose the ugly
realities and voice the aspirations of
thc majority, face extinction at the.
hands of the State. Repressive censor-
ship laws are in force, foreign jour-
nalists have bcen Gchllcd the New
Nation “has been suspended ' and
gazetted ' warnings of .closure “hang
over ! tho"”Weekly - Mail,* * South,
Saamstan, - Work .In Progress,'
Grassroots and Out of Step. iy

1t 1s critical that the ANC, the mass
democratic movement, in its various
formations - inside the country, 'the
Frontline States and the world com-

~munity act together in isolating apart-

/
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heid South Africa. The Cultural and
Academic  Boycott : i1s an integral
weapon for achieving this isolation as
~part of the broader struggle, bringing
about the dismantling’ of  aparthcid
and - the transformation of South
Africa towards a united, democrauo_'
non-racial soc:toty

As .a tactic. -the Cultural and g

Academic - Boycott can change  ils
form and method of implementation
in, accordance - with" the changing
pOhtlcal situation internally and inter-
nationally. The principle is inviolate.
‘Undoubtedly . there has been some
confusion in the implementation of
the boycott at' certain times and in
certain places, but overall there have
been enormous gains in the isolation

- of apartheid South Africa as a result

of the boycottiin the sports, academic
and arts fields, as Barbara Masekela,
the ANC Secretary for Arts and Cul-
ture, articulates in her keynote ad-
dress to the CASA Conference: %
. The gains (of the struggle) made

E .
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- ..must be guarded and augmented
Among these : gains. has been the

- >success of the Cultural Boycott of
- apartheid ; South - Africa. - These
gains cannot be reversed even with -
the support given to the doomed. ..
apartheid regime by some Western,

' govemments . by 0pposmg the
boycolt. i+ .t R i ey

- '_l L
* %a v ;

| Undcniably‘ the imposition" of the
Sports, : Academic- and - Cultural
Boycott' by the international .com-
munity has struck at the conﬁdcncc of
the rulmg class '

Il‘.'

Pmblems of Implementation:;_ v
S . £ 4T B .,_:!-_r ot I E

How to cffectwely 1mplcmcnt lhc |

Academic and Cultural Boycott,
but not at the expcnse of the progres-
sive, democratic culture was a topic of
discussion at the CASA (Culture In
Another - South Africa) Conference
held 1In Amsterdam -in Deccember
when over 400 cultural workers from

South Africa and outside met. The

recommendations and resolutions -of
the CASA Conference are highlighted
in the following excerpts from ‘the
Preamble to thc Confcrencc resolu-
thnS | e S R g 3 .'.-i-.j
After six days of extensive discussion,
including thought provoking papers
covering - every discipline of ' the
literary, graphic, visual and perform-
‘ing arts,- the participants adopt this
Statement and these recommenda-
tions as their collective view of the
place and role of the arts and cultural
workers in the struggle for nat:onot
Izberatton and democrocy our
count!y
1.1 That in the course of the stntgle of
our people against racist domination
and exploitation there has developed
a vibrant people’s culture, rooted in
South Africa’s realities and steeped
in democratic values, in- opposition

to the racist culture associated with

the - apartheid = regime. - . This
-democratic culture is characterised by
a spint of intemationalism and
_humanist perspective that dcrives
from the best of the cultural heritage
of the various peoples that make up
the South African population..

1.2 That cultural activity and the arts’
are partisan c:md cannot be separated

SAPEM MAY 1988
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from pohtzcs Consequently a, greot 35
respons:bmty devolves on artists and..

% cultural workers o consczous!y align -
- themselves  with ' the
democraq' and national liberation in
- the life and death struggle to free our.
-« country from racist bondage. " I .
1 3 That 1n order to play an cffcctwc
,role in the struggle artists and cul-

-
L
L]

proprlatc ‘organisational- structures
_at the local, regional, national and
mlcrnauonal lcvels to enable them--
| _sclvcs to take collective action, con-

ﬂ‘

| sult and co-ordinate their aclivilics 5

1.7 That the struggle for the total

must. continue.” Among the tactics -
i to be employed durning this cam-
;pazgn the-‘academic .and cultuml
. boycott are crucial, and must be _
;..moz’ntaz’ned. However, in view of =
the  growing - significance of
democmtfc culture as an altema- .
tive (o the racist, colonialist culture : .
of apartheid, the conference recom- .
f ‘mends that South African .artists, -
" individually or collectively, - who "
- Seek 'to travel ‘and. .work abroad
shoutd consult beforehand with the i
" mass. democratic movement and "
the notzonal hbemtton movement

}‘_l.‘l ! = l'q.

" On thc boycolt issuc llsclf thc fol-

forms the basis for the 1mplcmcnta-
[lOH of lhc Cultural Boycott |

Resolution On The Cultural Boycott

"=~* RIF
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Conf imming: o

That aparlhcnd South Afnca musl bc'
“totally 1solated; _' %0 5470

And Noting: ' L

1) that the objective of the cultural
“boycott to isolate the regime is in-

.. violate and nceds to bc pursucd
- with even grcater vigour; .
2) . the - need- rccogmse and

- strengthen the cmcrgmg progressive |

" and dcmocrauc cullure in Soulh
% Alrica VY
3) that the cultural boycolt as a taclic
'needs to be applied with a degree of
?; flexibility which - takes into con-
- sideration the dcveIOplng sntuauon
“ within the country,”. " *a s
We Therefore Resolve: - -
1) that apartheid South Afrlca be to-
tally .1solated © and - that . cultural

forces . of

lural workers must: create the ap- -

t.so!at:on of the apartheid regzme -

lowmg resolution was passcd and

.

i
.11 .! R
1 I}
workcrs and acadcmlcs not be: al-

lowcd to enter the: counlry, save and
exccpt in"those’ ! instances  where

...such’ movement,® after consultation
" with thefnational! liberatory move-

* menl is’ considered to be in fur-
lhcrancc Of thc ndllonal d(.,mocmllc
slrugglc 2 s b R P

2) "that Sou[h Alrican artists, - in-

; dmdually or collcclwcly,,who scck
" to travel and work abmad should

| consull with, the 'mass’ ‘democratic

F .movement and lhc ndllonal l:bcm- .

" tion movcm(,nt TRRT: LA i)
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hls rcsolvc Wé% é rmluallon and n
agrecement  with the statement of

OR Tambo madec 'at the Canon Col-

| linsrl__,,_gclturc_on the 28th May 1987:

} L |-' : .F. ;f l..l‘- # ;*" - ! '_1'] .
] . ,11.11‘;‘-;‘ . : "r . .. .|I '[;_

" Without doubt the deve(opmg cmd
“vibrant: culture of: our people in
struggle and its structures need to -
be supported, strengthened and en-

. hanced. In the same way as apart- .,

hetd South Africa is being increas-
isolated | « intemationally,

i 9

] ingly +,

~within_South’ Africa this people’s -

‘culture is steadily isolating the in-
~tellectual and cultural apologists of
aparthetd Indeed, the moment is

-upon us when we shall have to deal -

'with the alternative structures that '
. our people have created and are
creotmg through ' Struggle  and
sacnf ice, - as  the- genuine : repre- "

. sentatives - of these. masses in- all -

<. fields . of activity. Not only should .

., these not be boycotted but more, -

« they: should: be supported, - en- -
~couraged ‘ and | treated as - the .
«democratic .- counlterparts .
. South Africa of similar institutions
- and "organisations.; intemationally.

This ‘'means that .the ANC, the

 broad democratic.movement in.its .
.various fomzattons within . South

"' Africa,’” and the  intemational

« solidarity moveqzent need to. act -

together IS e

Thc full and pmper 1mplcmcnldllon
of the cultural boycott should en-
courage | the devclc)pment of the
emerging pcoplcé culture whilst in-
creasingly lsolate and crush the apart-
hcnd culture. . ; P 3
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