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MALAYSIAN PRIME MINISTER

LASHES OUT AT MEDIA
CONTROL

by Farhan Hag

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 1 (IPS) - Malaysian Prime
Minisler Mahathir Mohammed delivered an
Impassioned attack Friday against what he deemed
Lhe pervasive, Weslern-conlrolled media and ils
slercolypes of the developing world.,

Mahathir told the 48th session of thell.N. General
Asscmbly Lthal “'the people who conlrol the media
conlrol our minds, and probably control the world.”
[Tedefended the rightof developing nations to keep
Weslern- conlrolled modia al bay, arzuiny, ' Today
they broadcast slanted news. Tomorrow they will
broadcastraw pornography to corruptour children
and destroy our culture.”

ﬁ Mahathir contended that already, Western
conglomerated media dominate the Third World
defining which conflicls are meaninegful and whal
course humanrightsand developmentshould follow.
Malaysia, he claimed, did noffitinto thatconception
"We should, according Lo Lthe slercolypical weslern
concept of a Third World country, be politically
unstable, administratively incompetent and

NGOs PRESS FOR U.S.
SANCTIONS AGAINST NORWAY

FOR WHALING

by fim Lobe

WASITTINGTON, Oct | (IPS) - 11.§. and international
non-governmenlal organisauons (NGOS) pressced
Friday forll.5. PresidentBill Clinton rmmp nse trade
sanctions against Norway for Oslo s 1992 decision
Lo resume commercial whaling,

(.“!im'fm has to decide on a recommendation
from the Commerce Department to level sanctions
avamslt Norway under the 1967 'Pelly Amendment’,
which empowers the President to impose sweeping
frade penalties against nations which undermine
international programmes for animal conservalion,

(continued on page 4)
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economically depressed.
"Butwe are not quite typical,’
we darce Lo speak our

he added. " And
minds. Developiny
governments have parficularly view wd vith concern
the E?“‘{[J:Etlmit',iﬂ Of such satellite stations as R upert
Murdoch's Sky-1V conglomerale and led Turner's
(.able News Network (CNN). A very few people In
the west control all the international |
Maha thir noled, ""Some are journalists, bul quile o
few are not. Collectively, they are Big Brothers.

Mcodia analysls have a i"j.;!li"’: Lthal such channcls
were mstrumenltal in building on Lhe
collapse of the Soviet Union dm:i the Gult War by
broadcasting powerlul -- and, many claim, slanled
- 1maves Lhrourhoul the world, Mahalhir .;-T,..__-:_-yz..ps-{
the media s ability to pick and choose the topics to
which almosl the enlire w
aryuccd thal, in the recenl Bosnian confllict, the
mediaitself was culpablefor shirting the faocus from
alrocilies Lo diplomacy.

“We should know about the ?_:::a.-:rzriai*ir*f Of the
Serbs in Bosnia so we may react,” he said. " 'But this
Li“rm-l--d”r- is larvcely denied us.-On the other hand,
we are shown this parade of neg ui ators to a peace
conference, day in and day ouf.  IThe Malaysian
prime minisler also said Lhe Weslt abandoned the
Bosnian Muslims to the negotiating process rather
than allow them to obtain arms to defend themselves.

"Only the mosLeullible will sull believe Lthal Lthe
vociferous champions of freedom and democracy
will ¥1sk their neckstor other people s freedom and
democracy, he said. " The crime of the (Bosnian)
Muslims i1s that they wish for a non-Muslhim,
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religiously heterogenous state,’' Mahathir said,

noling their Serb alltackers openly declared their
intention ' to ensure thatluroperemains Christian.”

Malaysia, henaoted, was one of only afew Muslim
counltries allowed Lo send woops Lo Lthe UN.
Protection Force (IJNPROFOR) in the former
Yuroslavia, commentuny, "Apparcnlly, the distrust
of Muslims is quile widespread.” As lony as such
confthicts are handled -- and reported -- In a manner
rellecunye only theinlerests ol a few Weslern powers,
developing nalions would be justlied in seeking Lo
restrict access to foreign information, Mahathir
sald,

lo thosewho would object Lo his characlerisalon
of the media world order, Mahathir replied, "llere
al Lhe Uniled Nalions, we will say whal we [eel we
should say. Of course, the controlled ‘free’ Western
media will not publish it." ]

IMF HEAD CALLS PROPOSED
RUSSIA REFORMS A

REVOLUTION

by ‘Thalif Deen

WASITINGTON Sep 30 (IPS) - Russia is finalising a
comprcehensive package ol economic relorms Lha
will pave the way for the resumption of financia
assistance by the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

IMI' Managing Dircclor Michel Camdessus Lold
reporters Thursday thatdespite the "'greatpolitical
turmaoil’ " in the country, the Russians were working
on a 'significanl package of reforms ', including a
governmentdecreeeliminating all subsidised loans.
“II you have nol seen a revolulion, Lhis is a
revolution,” ¢

Camdessus said al the end of the joinl
World Bank-IMF annual meeting here.

The IMI disbursed $1.5 billion Lo Russia in Junc.
Bul it has held back another $1.5 billion because ol
Moscow's failure to reduce inflation and carry out
other promiuscedreforms, Camdessus suvvesled thal
once implementation of the package begins, the IMI
will resume its funding to Russia

Al a breakflast briefing [or reporlers Thursday,
World Bank Presidenl Lewis Preslon complained
that the Bank s proposed progammes in Russia were
being held up becausce of the counlry 's constlulional
crisis. "'We are frustrated with what's going on
there, he said. Camdessus said he held a series of
discussions wilha visiling Russian delegalion Lo the
Bank-IMF meeting this weekand was impressed with
the package of proposed reforms

Under the package, he said, all fulure loans will
be extended only at Russian Central Bank lending
rates there will be no more subsidised loans.
Camdessus said the Russians will also remove
subsidiestor theraising of cattle and the production
of erain, while the price of bread Vwill be stabilised ™.
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“Youreallyneed couragetodothat,” Camdessus
sald, The Russians also assured him they will cul
tfaxes -- on everything except energy
truly significant measures taken in particularly
adverse conditons,  and they will vo alone way on
the road to stabilisation and the granting of the
sccond installment of the IMI stand by loan,
Camdessus said,

The IMF head also provided a new political cure
- a [ree markel economy lo hall the spread ol
corrupluon in both rich and poor nations. He said
corruption could be eliminated by relinquishing
slale- run msulubons W Lthe privale seclor. The
¢ seclor, he said, provides the opportunily [or
corrupt civil servants

"A counlry’'s civil service should be small in
humbers and high In he
aboutthe impact of the IMF s structural adjustment
programmes (SAPs) on Alrica, Camdcessus said Lhal
“bad management was one of the primary causes
of the problems facing the region that " good
covernance  should replace "bad managemenl

(Camdessus, In an the Bank-Fund
annual meeting Tuesday, described Africa as "'a
sinkine conlinenl’’. Bul he said the IMI had helped
a number of African countries ' fto F*om
stagnation and regression . "We
conlinuc¢ making a conltribution Lthere,
abundantly clear that we can do so only with a new
Enhanced Structural Adjustment lacility (ESAL),"
he sald, ESAL, which expiresalthe end of November,
provided concessional loans to poor counftries
undergoing sbructural reforms, EN
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ENVIRONMENT PAYS PRICE

FOR ASIA’S ECONOMIC
SUCCESS

BANCKOK, OcL 1 (IPS) - The Asia-Pacilic may include
many ol the world’'s mosl dynamic cconomics, bul
such success 1s extracting a costly environmental
loll on the region, says a Uniled Nauons cconomic
avency., According Lo Lhe U.N. Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (FSCAP),
increasinye industrialisaton and cconomic growlh
in the region has led to deforestation, pollution and
degradation of ground water and
disturbance of the marine environment,

ESCAP 1s holding a special session on the
environment and sustainable development in the
Asia-Pacific here from Ocl. 4 1o 8, Ala meeling last
month among Pacific Rim nations, LSCAP executive
secretary Rafeeuddin Ahmed of Pakistan warned
Lthal Asia s{ulure looked bleak despile ils conlinued
economic growth unless governments recognise
the need for sustainable development in their

cconomic programmes. Unless the desire Lo ensure
(continued on page 3)
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