
 

 



 

Despite Dire ForeCaSts
By Richard Witkin
New York Timer Sem‘ce

NEW YORK — Airline flight
delays in the United States de-

clined significantly from last sum-
ma to this summer, government
figures indicate, despite wide pre~

dictions of tie-ups through the
heavy travel season.

The figures, provided by the
Federal Aviation Administration,

edvered only delays mused by
weather, heavy traffic volume and
other air control problems. Dela s
camedb mechanical probl or
other air ' e inefficiencies were net

included. But industry officials
said that while their figures for the
pedod after June were still to be
compiled, unofficial estimates sup—

ported the conclusion that delays
of all'kinds‘markedly eased this
summer.
While leased with the improve-

ment in e delay situation, govern-
ment officials cautioned that it

could not be looked on as anything

but a short-term respite.

They said peaks in delays should

be expected in future years unless

. strong steps were taken to put new
antomated-equipment in place, fur-
ther improve operating procedures
and either prowde more capaci or
put new limits on peak-hourtr fic.

The agency said its delay figure
for July through September was
down 24 percent from a year ago
and that the September figure was
(llggvén 41 percent from September

The improved performance was

attributed both to unusually good
weather and to such other factors

as advances in air control, the ef-

fects of airline mergers and refine-
ments in airline scheduling.

The agency counts a delay any

time a flight is detained by th

control system 15 minutes a ore

in departing or arri 1.3-, or while

{lying betweenl‘ - rts. The agen-

cy could not say what portion of all

delays had to do with control of
lnffic.

More than 90 percent of these

traffic-control delays are on depar-

tures. About 70 percent are gener—

ally caused by bad weather, 23 per-

cent by heavy air traffic and the

rest by miscellaneous factors such

as runway construction and airport

equipment trouble.

For the period January through

September, delays were down 8

percent from the same period last
year, even though the number of

flights that were handled by the 20
air-eontrol centers was up through

t by 5 percent.

James M hyha vice president
of the Air Transport tion, a

trade grou for scheduled aii'lines,_
credited e aviation cncy for
bringing about much of' ‘e evident
drop in airline delays.""*jr' -

Mr. Murphy said airlines were
instituting “more realistic” sched-
ules and spreading traffic growth
into off-peak hours. ‘

Jack Corbett, president of Air-
line Passengers of America, a re—
cently formed consumer l'gt‘oup,
said that while “delaysare down
and consumers are happier,” the
improvements were stnctly short-
range.

“The root causes are still there,”

he said, stressing that therewas an

urgent need for more experienced

controllers, more air ace sectors

through which to sen planes and

more runways for landings.

Much of the credit for more effi-

cient agency handling of growing

traffic is almost universally given to
a series of measures the agency has
put in place since thcvfirst of .7

year.

In one such I- , = fit: in the

Northeas . great1y_', 'ted by

an .. at succeededtn reakinga
, . ottleneck to the southwest of New

York. It did so by allowing control-

lers to guide departing planes over

four separate radio-marked check-
points instead of having to space
them out so they could fly over a

single checkpoint.
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. MOSCOW -An outbreak of monkey b ‘

aboard a Soviet satellite has ground control w

ried that a 12-day research mission on the effects of

.‘ ,weightlessness may have to be ended early.

‘ The troublemaker is Yerosha, a lively young

monkey who five days into the flight managed to

free his left hand from‘its cuff and has been

happily checking out everything in reach. In Rus-

sian, Yerosha is a nickname for a bad boy.

An account of the monkey’s mischief was »

ried by the T2155 news agency and - u- -- in

Wednesday’s Sovetskaya Rossiya
Yerosha’s antics have . -.- a t the flight center

of the Institute 0 , ul . -Biological Problems

worried en. ; at they have put another mon-

key '- . ock capsule, freeing 1115 left hand to see

at he does.
“Analysis of the entire situation, data received

from the ground experiment and humanitarian

considerations may at any time move the experts

to decide on a descent,” Tass said Tuesday.

According to Tass, the concern is not only for

the mission, but also for Yerosha's health.

Apparently because the monkey keeps moving

around, he is not getting all his food rations, Tass

said.
Besides Yerosha and another monkey, D oma,

the sateIIite is carrying rats, insects and fish. far,

these creatures are behaving themselves. Accord—
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ingito Tess, everything is;
.' compartments of the spaeefialt. The satellite is.

carrying ex ' cuts from several nations, include.
' ._..t

  

ms is the third Sovietjnhsatellite tog'o into
., . ‘th monkeys on bodtdLTass said. From the

‘ mission, the W'crew -— Yerosha
and Dryo .. mkakbrhfiffimonk s from the
B1ack Sea reso . a Sukhumv— liv up to their
names. [1 Jim m a drovhy'.

usha was instant - --d as the excitable-

one when his pulse rate 1 during lift off to

200 beats a minute, and his -. ture soared. In   

contrast,Dryoma, “older ah’dfiason - :,”reacted

normally to the pressure ancrwcightless

By the following morningb'oth monke s .. - : in

top form, showing “brtlhantjnastery o the pr ,

gram of experiments.” 'Ihei'tyio are fed onlt after

they execute commands ' 'smitted by ghted

51 als
gn erosha shoWed up
Trouble was spotted ., u .

on the monitoring screenshthout his name plate

which, Tass concluded, fefiidently bothered him.

What he did with it 13 Sull‘p‘nknown.” . _

’ The biosatellite is anothefin a series of Ongomg

Soviet tests of the CEIPaCItI‘of living creatures to

endure long periods in spite;

Last week, as the Sovtet Union readied for its

celebration of the 30th anniversary of its Sputnik

launching, a Soviet cosmonaut set a record by

spending 240 days in space,
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' been forestalled by the drug.

      

.. .A.,.

heralded medication ALT appear

to‘be wasting away during their

' second year on the drug, and their

doctors are now pessimistic about

- . their chances for continued surviv-

al, aeeordin to reports at a medical

, conference ere.
Doctors from the University of

Miami School of Medicine said this
week that patients on long-term
AZT, azidothymidine, were losing

the weight they had gained during'

the first months of therapy and

were‘developing the life-threaten-
ing infections that seemed to have

“AZT appears to be a alliative

. form of treatment that re ongs lite

and reduces suffering, utonce you

get out beyond 18 months, you see

deterioration,” said Dr. Gordon

Dickinson, one of the Miami re-

searchers. '
The data are potentially signifi-

cant for the estimated‘16,000 peo—
ple with acquired immune deficien-

cy syndromMB-Rlated

complex wh now receiving
AZT, tlwdfélg' anti-AIDS medica-

tio'n’ipprov for marketing in the

‘ "United States. The vast majority
started treatment within the last
year.
The continuing Miami study in-

volves 60 patients with AIDS or
AIDS-related complex who have

been treated with AZT for more

than six months, Dr. Dickinson

said: Of these, 50 have received the

medication for more than a year

and 21 have been treated for longer

than 17 months. Three patients
have died.

In the first six months of therapy
the Miami patients gained an aver-

of 22 pounds (10 kilograms)

-v-~ -roduced Iar er numbers of
infect: .Jighting -4 white blood
cells. ‘ ' -

But over the next six months the
patients lost the wei t and T-4

cells they had gain , and many

developed serious infections.
After 14 months of treatment the

patients had lost an avera e of 22
pounds, compared wit their

weight when they started the medi-

cation, and progression of the dis-

ease was evident.

 

   
  70mm ms LWfid/R 5/70/1-

739w, rp LIKE mMAKEANOFFER
Anna.,r..w .r- Alnlnlll’. n4:

 

doscso 'V . eat
their doses reduced or
terru ted, primarily -
deve oped severe - ~-
The US. Food

ministration approved
sales of AZT tn M :
couraging results wi
were reported in pa ’ —
AIDS—related pneu
pneumocystis carinii.
Many physicians;

AZT would stabilize 4
until more effective '
ments could be d a.

   

 

 

 

- cess that could take:

The drug is also . ‘
patients with doze
AIDS-relatedilln —

Dr. Dickinson p
study at the Inter 4-
enee on Antimicr- -'
Chemotherapy, a . -
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To Face
The Asiatic: A

NEW YORK —
men have an incr 4 -
tracting AIDS I m
sexual partner, as
syphilis, genital '.
warts, new_studies .

“There is a very w
tion between lack -

and susceptibility to
tion,” Dr. William
University of Mani
peg, said Tuesday.

That conclusion (1

study of 357 men”?
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