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DRAFT: Report of th e  NWC on th e  Death of  Comraae Thami Zulu.

In November 1989, Comrade Mzwakhe Ngwenya, a l so  known as  Thami 
Zulu, a former Commander of  th e  Umkhonto weSizwe, d ied a t  th e  
U n iv e r s i t y  Teaching H o sp i ta l  in Lusaka, Zambia.

Owing t o  th e  c i rcu m stan ces  su r round ing  h i s  d e a t h , t h e  National  
Working Committee app o in ted  a Commission of Inqu iry  compris ing:

( i )  Comrade Albie  Sachs.

( i i )  Comrade Z.N. Jobodwana.

( i i i )C o m rad e  Tim Maseko.

( i v )  Comrade I s aa c  Makopo.

with  t h e  fo l low ing  te rms o f  r e f e r e n c e :

(a)  To in q u i r e  in to  th e  c i rc u m s ta n ce s  of  th e  dea th  of  Comrade Thami 
Zul u .

(b) To i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  a s p e c t s  of  h i s  d e t e n t i o n .

(c)  To examine and g ive f i n d i n g s  whether th e r e  was s u f f i c i e n t  
ev idence  to  j u s t i f y  h i s  d e t e n t i o n ;  and whether t h e r e  was s u f f i c i e n t  
ev idence  on which Thami Zulu could  be a r r a ig n e d  on s u s p ic io n  t h a t  
he was an enemy ag en t .

A f te r  e x h a u s t iv e  i n q u i r i e s ,  du r ing  which th e  Commission receives; 
th e  f u l l e s t  c o o p e ra t io n  of  th e  S e c u r i ty  organs and o ther  
Departments of the  ANC,the Commission completed i t s  work on 18tr 
March 1990.

The Commission found t h a t  between 1983 u n t i l  1988 Umkhonto weSizwi 
u n i t s  o p e ra t in g  in th e  reg ion  of which Comraae Thami Zulu was 
commanaer s u f f e re d  ex trem ely  high c a s u a l t i e s ,  cu lm ina t ing  in June 
1988 when nine combatants  were ambushed and k i l l e d  in two s e p a ra te  
i n c i d e n t s  t h a t  occurred  a few days a p a r t  i n s id e  South A fr ic a .  
Subsequent in fo rm ation  o b ta in e d  by th e  ANC i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  some were 
th e  v ic t im s  of the  H i t  Squads of  th e  P r e t o r i a  regime.

As a r e s u l t  of  t h i s  t r a c k  reco rd  and th e  l a t t e r  e v e n ts ,  th e  e n t i r e  
command s t r u c t u r e  was withdrawn and i n t e n s iv e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
i n s t i t u t e d . D u r i n g  th e  cou rse  of  th e s e  i n q u i r i e s  i t  was uncovered 
t h a t  two of  th e  lead ing  personne l  in command s t r u c t u r e  were in f a c t  
agen ts  in  t h e  employ of  t h e  enemy.

The Commission found t h a t  t h e r e  was c o n s id e ra b le  c i r c u m s ta n t i a l  
ev idence  c o n s i s t e n t  with  Comrade Thami Zulu being an enemy ag^nt. 
though t h e r e  was no d i r e c t ,  c l e a r  o r  t a n g i b l e  proof t h a t  he had a t  
any t ime c o l l a b o r a t e d  w ith  th e  enemy. There were, in the  
Commission’s o p in io n ,  r e a s o n a b le  grounds f o r  h i s  i n i t i a l  d e t e n t i o n ,  
i f  only t o  a s s i s t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  organ with  i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . These



i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  in f a c t , e s t a b l i s h e d  no proof  of t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  
made a g a i n s t  Comrade Thami Zulu.

The Commission found t h a t  Comrade Thami Z ulu’s d e t e n t io n  had no t  
exceeded a p e r io d  of  s i x  weeks b e fo re  h i s  d ea th .F o r  th e  g r e a t e r  
p a r t  of t h e  d u ra t io n  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  he had been p laced  under 
house a r r e s t , i n  c i rcu m s ta n ces  and under co n d i t io n s  t h a t  a re  
s ta n d a rd  f o r  o th e r  o f f i c e r s  and combatants of Umkhonto 
weSizwe. During t h i s  t im e he was al lowed o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  meet w ith  
h i s  w ife  and h i s  p a r e n t s .

The Commission found a b s o l u t e l y  no ev idence  t h a t  Comrade Thami Zulu 
had a t  any t im e d u r in g  h i s  d e t e n t i o n  been s u b je c te d  to  undue 
p r e s s u r e s  - p s y c h o lo g ic a l  o r  p h y s ic a l .T h e  Commission’s f i n d in g s  a r e  
unequivocal t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no ev idence  o f  t o r t u r e  o r  any o th e r  form 
o f  m a l t r e a tm en t .

The Commission ex p res sed  i t s e l f  a s  s a t i s f i e d , b e y o n d  *3oubt, t h a t  
Comrade Thami Z u lu ’s c o n d i t io n  d e t e r i o r a t e d  as  a r e s u l t  of 
i l l  nes s .T he  d ram a t ic  l o s s  of  w eight  t h a t  he s u f f e r e d  in  th e  weeks 
p reced ing  h i s  dea th  was a l s o  as  a r e s u l t  of  d i s e a s e  and no t  a 
p o l icy  of  s t a r v a t i o n .  I t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  through medical evidence 
t h a t  th e  immediate cause  of  dea th  was p o i s o n , in g e s te d  with  
a lco h o l .T h e  Commission could  make no f in d in g  as  to  who was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  ad m in s te r in g  t h i s  po ison .

The Nationa l  Working Committee has r e c e iv e d  and accep ted  th e  r e p o r t  
o f  th e  Commission and wishes  to make p u b l ic  i t s  f i n d in g s  by n o t i c e  
o f  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t .

The National  Working Committee, t o g e t h e r  w ith  th e  membership o f  t h e  
ANC, i n s i d e  and O u ts ide  South A f r i c a ,  mourns th e  t r a g i c  dea th  of  
Comrade Thami Zulu, a combatant of. our P e o p le ’s Army who, be fo re  
th e s e  u n f o r tu n a t e  i n c i d e n t s , had a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c a r e e r  in Umkhonto 
weSizwe and th e  ANC.

L as t ly ,  t h e  N ational  Working Committee e x p re s se s  i t s  thanks  to  th e  
fo u r  Commissioners f o r  t n e i r  p a in s t a k in g  work and th e  ex p e d i t io n  
w ith ,w hich  they  completed t h e i r  t a s k s .

(P laced  b e fo re  th e  NWC, Lusaka, Zambia on 3 1 s t  May,1990)


