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The Cul tural Front

V Advances

Al t hough much ground has been covered over the last two years in

forging a front for the denocratisation of South African culture, the
achi evenent of this goal is rendered inaccessible because of the intran-
sigence of pro-establishnment cultural institutions and formations.

In April 1991, the DACinitiated a consultative nmeeting with various
organi sations, including the cultural wi ngs ofthe PAC and Azapo, to forge
a common front over the anti-apartheid cultural boycott issue as well as
the denocratisation of South African cultural structures.

Thereafter the DAC hel d di scussions, which devel oped into negotiations
for their transformation, with a range of establishnment cultural institu-
tions. This resulted in the formation of Joint Wirking Comittees to
ensure that the institutions’ decision-nmaking, admnistrative and creative
structures reflected a future denocratic constitution of our society and
wor ked towards redressing apartheid inbal ances.

On the 3rd - 5th April 1992, a DAC Negotiati on Conm ssion, headed by

DAC head Wally Serote, was |aunched at a workshop attended by nost

regi onal ANC DAC co-ordinators and non-aligned cultural organisations

at the Al pha Centre.

The conmi ssion consists of 14 DAC regional co-ordinators of the Lan-
guage, Fundi ng and the Museum Mnument and Her al dr yCommi ssi ons

plus a N\C menber, Cheryl Carolus. It reports to the ANC Nationa
Negoti ati ons Comm ssion and is advised by a Brainstorm Conmmttee
resource group.

I n accordance with guidelines based on the ideal non-sectarian nature of
culture, fornulated at the |launch, the DAC Negoti ati ons Comi ssion
serves only as a facilitatorfor the enpowernent of cultural organisations
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to strive for a broad, non-sectarian, denmocratic cultural front to redress
apartheid cul tural inbal ances.

Fol | owi ng the guidelines, in consultation with COSAW PAW, FAWD

and the Association of Community Art Centres, the DAC has facilitated
Joint Working Conmittees conmposed of non-sectarian cultural struc-

tures and apartheid or parastatai structures. To date, JWCs have been
fornmed or agreed to in principle with nost of the major South African
cultural organisations, institutions or structures. Statements of intent
have been drawn or adopted in principle to formtrusts to redress
apartheid inbal ances, train underprivileged cultural workers and gener-
ally inmprove their lot through affirmative action.

V Set back:

However, all this progress has been hanpered by the intransi gence of
government -al i gned perform ng arts councils consisting of Napac, Pact,
Pacof s and Capab. Wile continuing to enjoy apartheid sponsorship, the
councils have been del ayi ng negoti ati ons by naki ng progress conti ngent
upon the outcone of national political negotiations and consulting with
apartheid mnisters for their representation at Codesa.

It is therefore apparent that the DAC, as facilitator, is conpelled to find
alternatives to resolve the stalemate. For this reason, it demands a
noratori umon the governnment funding of the arts councils through the
Nat i onal Negoti ations Commi ssion and calls upon denocratic cultura
structures to define their role within the nass action principle fornmulated
by the Tripartite Alliance as well to increase pressure for the transfornma-
tion of specific apartheid cultural structures.

The Brai nstorm Conmittees consisting ofthe DAC regi onal co-ordinators,
Worren and Youth League representatives and DAC Language, Funding
Negoti ati ons and Museum Monunment and Heral dry Conmi ssion facili-
tators, which were approved at the DAC Policy Conference in Decenber
1991, nust be set into notion to organise cultural structures for mass
action to denand:

- A noratoriumon the use of taxpayers’ nmoney to fund apartheid cultura
structures;

- The restructuring of all apartheid cultural structures and parastatals;
- Commitment to the binding decisions and time-franes set by Joint
Worki ng Commi ttees; and

- The creation and energence of non-racial, non-sexist and non-sectarian
denocratic cultural structures.
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