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| LONDON. — The pros- 

pects for achieving the 

| peace that all Southern 

Africa needs are possibly § 

even more threatened by | 
1 recent faction-fighting in 

Angola than by the 
racial. and - tribal strains 

in Rhodesia. 

Nothing indicates this 
more clearly than the de- 

| scriptions of the main Ang- 
| olan contestants as _the 
| ““USA-backed’’ FNLA 

| (National Front for the T.ib- 
| eration of Angola), and the 

| “Marxist” . MPLA (Popular 
Movement for the 

i eration of Angola). Neither 
Yib- ¢ 

thre 

ace eff 
Rivalry between liberation movements continues to threaten the 

peace of Angola. If civil war comes it will disturb the whole of 

Central and Southern Africa, writes ANTHONY DELIUS. 

fighting men. The visit of Dr 

Neto abroad may not 

been 50 much 
peace as 

:!gir advantage in 
nst 

must be strong 

  
The MPLA leader Dr 

| of the descriptions is wholly  Neto . . . shopping for 
| accurate, hut they are cer-* 

tainly' ominous indicators of 
| the forces that might come 

| into play on the fringes of | 
| any civil war. 

ven the role of the Por- 

| tuguese is becoming suspect 
| in international terms as t 
. struggle to counter the 
growing communist 

fluence in Lisbson grows 

sharper. The outbreak of the 
fighting in Luanda 
nearby was to some extent, 

even if tenuouslv. related to 

moves to nationalize the 

Angolan banks in the wake 
of the nationalization of the 

Portuguese  banks,  The 
| FNLA offered strong objec- 

tions, while the MPLA had 

| none at all. Now the head of 

the MPLA, Dr Aghostino 
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ns fea?b.v Da- 
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NLA. 

Kinshasa, 
Zaire. It seems pretty cer- 
tain that the latest troubles 
were ‘begun by the FNLA, 

. who took advantage of some 
cat-calling by MPLA trainee 

B L L R N guerillas ‘to test out their 
utit who had very/ 

gympathies. 
arties found 

superiority in arms. 
If the FNLA has any in- 

tention to seize armed con- 
ial to_the trol of a large part of An- 

onia Silva gola before the Portuguese 
of- Jeave, 

in- 

and | e 

MPLA is accusing the Gen- 
eral ~of partiglity to the 
other parties, and it will be 
interesting to see. how Lis- 
bon reacts to this complaint. 

| Neto, has visited Portugal to e 

{ appeal to parties of the 
| further Left in Portuguese 
{ politics to support hig cause 

| and party in Angola. 

| Favour alleged 
| Dr Neto has also declared 

| that the Portuguese 

authorities in Angola have 

| tended to favour tne other 

| two parties, the FNLA and 

UNITA, in the government 
| ‘of Angola and the ordering 

| of affairs. The three lib- 
| eration parties and tne Por- 

tuguese decided to share the 

provisional government run- 
ning up to complete in- 

endence in November 
this year 

UNITA and the FNclsfi 
‘made their co-operation 
ditional on the removal 

er High Com- 
. Admiral 

| 

| 

of - 

man’s guess how effective 
these troops would be if the 
situation = worsened. The 
Angolan parties are each 
committed to putting 500 of 
their own former guerilla 
forces under Portuen~se 
command - and removing 
their other guerillas from 
the capital, Luanda. 

At the moment o! writing: 
the guerilla natrols of, the 
FNLA and MPLA are still 
roaming the streets of 
Luanda, and only the 
UNITA forces are combining 
with the Portuguese to keep 
law and order, in spite of 
the recent agreement to end 
the fighting. After the Por- 
tuguc. > the FNLA are the 

“'most heavily armed of the 

A weapons and armed 

  

the leader, Holden 
) Roberto, has three main 

| problems to consider. First 
‘'of all, has he sufficient 

men to 
establish control = without a 
long wasting fight, amount-| . 

{)IO'lg:n Roberto . 
ackers may 

take-ow:h lj 
sooner than later, wh FPLa s wagh the 
better or 
even 
aid 

have | 

rch for arms ™ 

to make up the disoarity.. 

The "general 
encourages h 
lasting peace In Angola. 

- 'gola through 

in neighbouring 

blood-letting.- So 
amtih ’thzis 

bge at a 
bhid s agukl ‘come 

ter armed and 
rganized to resist, 

without Portuguese 

Then again the Organ- 
ization for African Unity has 
x;«?vgy hlked Rohe}rtot. in spitg 

15 long connection wit 
President - ! 
OAU: Liberation Committee 
infinitely orefer Dr 
and ; 
siderin; 
can leaders in the 
outsi 

nay consider that the OAU B L O 
verge o ter £ 
and ineffe 

obutu. and the 

Neto 
PLA. But in con- 

the line-up of Afri- 
e OAU and 

it. President Mohutu 

decisive influence in the 
disposal of the oil of the 

Cabinda and northern An- 
' his friend an 

brother - in - law Roberto 
would bring greater real} 

power than keeping in with 

the OAU. 

' \atching this balance of 
forces and the temptations, 

the astute Jonas Savimbi, of 

the UNITA group, has kept 
himself beautifully in the 

i observing 

agreements both with his 
rivals and the Portuguese 

i He has declared 

with all  of them that 

Cabinda is part of Angola. 

He seems to have been the 
‘only leader to turn out with 

Portuguese troops to restore 

law and order, and must 

have increased his popular 

authority. He declares that 

he is not politically as prag- 

matic as FNLA, nor as rigid- 

1y socialist as the MPLA. 
He, too, in his own way Is   
‘ultimate control 

playing for the same high 

stakes as the others, the 
of inde- 

pendent Angola. 

But- if the manoeuvring   ing to civil war? Secondly, 
might he not provoke the, 
strong Marxist element in 
Portugal’s '~ militar; ; 
trollers to put their forces 
n Angola strongly hehind 
he ‘“Marxist’’ MPLA? 
inally, how far can his 

main  backer, . President 
Mobutu of Zaire. be seen by 
other African leaders to be 
;r.mr;ortmg and encouraging 
him? 7 

Lisbon’s aim 
There could be some un- 

certainty in the minds of 
both President Mobutu and 
Roberto about which way 
the Portuguese would em- 
ploy © their armed forces. 
However strong ' the FNLA 
forces are and howeyer well 
supplied their bases inside 
Zaire, the idea of taking on 
the guese, the MPLA 
and maybe UNITA must 
make them hesitate. On the 
other ~hand  Portuguese 
political confusions could 
make the High Com-. 
missioner’s interventions 
very feeble and indecisive. 
The reigning idea in Lisbrn 
is to get out of Africa and 
not hecome further involved 

goes wrong and ends in civil 

war, the resulting fighting 

‘will disturh the whole of 

Central and Southern 

Africa. Neither the Russidns 

nor. the Americans, maybe 

neither the Euroneans nor 
the Chinese as well. will be 

able to play an entirely pass- 

ive role. 

 



  

  Dr Muller. 

  
took the “strongest exception 

~ South Africa was interfering in Rhodesia’s int'oml affairs. 

. Mr Denis 

The allegation  was 
made at the weekend in a 

. ‘Rhodesian Sunday news- 
paper. by a Rhodesian 
Front Part 

awcett Phillips, 

MP, following Dr Muller’s 
sudden visit to Salisbury 
last week and the sub- 

sequent release of the Rev 
Ndabaningi Sithole. 

Referring to the sudden 
release, the Hillside MP 
said: “We now know why 
the South African Foreign 
Minister, Dr Hilgard Mul- 
ler, paid a sudden visit to 

Salisbury. No longer can 

South Africa claim that it 

does not interfere in the 
internal affairs of other 

full state- 
tak 

- nations.” 
Dr Muller’s 

ment said: “I 
strongest exception to 

. accusation that the South 
African Government is in- 

terfering in the internal 

affairs of Rhodesia. 

“Such an allegation is 
completely unfounded, as 

the Rhodesian  Prime 

Ministér and members of 

his Government have 

themselves stated on 2 

backbencher, . 
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rd Muller, yesterday 

number of occasions.: 
“During my talk with 

 Rhodesian © Prime - 
' Minister) Mr Smith last 
Thursday, I put the views . 

‘of Mr Vorster and. his 
Government' to the Rhode- 
sian Prime Minister and 
exchanged  views 
him. : 

NO DEPARTURE 
“This has regularly 

been done in the past — 
in fact, over a period of 
years, and what took place 
-last week was no depar- 
‘ture from the established - 

- practice or from South 
Africa’s policy of non-in- 
terference in the domestic - 
affairs of others.” - ) 

. “All. decisions taken bf " 
col- Mr  Smith and his 

leagues =~ are taken by 
themselves, and to suggest 
that they allowed the 
South . African = Govern- 
ment to prescribe to them - 
what to do, is not only far- 
fetched, . but  also 
derogatory to. the Rhode- 
sian Prime ter and 

- his Government. = . 
* “It is for the Rhodesian - 

_ Government = itself - to 

.
 

{evasts of s people would erests of its people w 
be served,” ‘p.gDr o u&t{“ 

ded denial comes 

said. SRR ‘ 
Dr Muller’s shim‘!g@; 

time when many 
sians, particul . con- 
servative Whites, believe 
that the . South African 

cularly con- 

Government. is_putting 
pressure on the Rhodesian 
Government in an effort | 
to ensure 
détente initiatives.. 

the success Of 
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