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10. BHENGU, Gerard (b.1910)

Driving the bull into the homestead - First Fruit

Ceremony
Watercolour on paper, 37 x 54,4 cm (sight)
Inscribed bl: Gerard Bengu; verso backing board:

Catching the Bull

The Campbell Collections of the University of
Natal

125 BUTELEZI, Arthur
Ever young old man, 1948
Watercolour on paper. 37,5 x 28 ¢m (sight)
Inscribed br: Arthur Butelezi/7-1-48 AVIGUG]
LENTSEBE/EVER YOUNG OLD MAN
The Campbell Collections of the University of
Natal

BHENGU, Gerard (also documented as Bengu,
Benghu).

(b.6.9.1910 Outstation of Mariannhill Mission Station, Cente-
cow, Bulwer district, Southern Natal)

Bhengu received his early education at the Roman Catholic Mis-
sion School of Esibomvwini at Centecow, in the Creighton re-
gion of Natal. From 1926-31 Bhengu produced 150 drawings
for Dr Max Kohler as documentation of rural tribal life in Cen-
tecow. Kohler used some of these drawings to illustrate his eth-
nographic and medical publications. In 1932 and 1933 the artist
lived in Ixopo, Mariannhill where he was commissioned by
Bishop Fleischer to paint a number of pictures with religious
themes. From 1934 to 1937 he attended Edendale Training Col-
Gk B, lege under the sponsorship of Dr D. M. Malcolm, Chief Inspec-
= tor of Native Education in'Natal and Mr S. R. Dent, Inspector of
Native Education. He was taught by Reverend Nixon. The De-
2 . partment of Native Affairs commissioned Bhengu to paint a mu-
11.  BHENGU, Gerard (b.1910) ral for the Empire Exhibition which was to depict the develop-

o off 2 ment of blacks from village to university. Bhengu never
Watercolour on paper, 30,5 x 27,5 cm (sight) completed the mural and was dismissed by Malcom and Dent.
Inscribed brlGerard ma‘gu He nevertheless attended the Empire exhibition in Johannes-

Vi S, Sk burg. From 1940 to 1949 he painted scenes of everyday black
S55E life as well as portraits of black people which were sold in
Payne Brothers Department Store in West Street in Durban.
Throughout his career Bhengu received encouragement from
H.IE. Dhlomo. Bhengu was patronised by Killie Campbell as
well as the herbalist Edward Gwazindoda Tembe who com-
missioned two large murals for his shop in Durban. From 1959
the artist lived in Cato Manor until it was demolished, when he
moved to Umlazi Township, Durban. In the 1960s he illustrated

= abook on his life and work written by Phyllis Savory.
4

Comumissions:

1942: Frieze consisting of ten murals in the recreation room
for black volunteer recruits at the Wesleyan Methodist In-
stitute in Grey Street Durban (commission organised by
Killie-Campbell) Four ‘Feast of the first fruits’ pictures
commissioned by Killie Campbell (two completed).
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8. BHENGU, Gerard (b.1910)
Bhaca women singing and dancing at First Fruit
Ceremony

Sepia wash on paper, 27,3 x 36,2 cm (sight)
Inscribed bl: Gerard Bhengu; verso backing board:
Bhaca women singing and dancing -
during the First Fruits Ceremony
The Campbell Collections of the University of
Natal

6. BHENGU, Gerard (b.1910)
Three men fighting fire
Watercolour on paper, 26,5 x 36,7 cm (sight)
Inscribed bl: Gerard Bhengu; verso backing board:
Three men fighting fire at night
The Campbell Collections of the University of
Natal

9 BHENGU, Gerard (b.1910)
Bearded man
Watercolour on paper, 22,3 x 16,8 cm (sight)
Inscribed br: Gerard Bengu

BHENGU, Gerard (b.1910) e Department of African Studies, University of Fort
Country scene with misty mountains in background Bire

Watercolour on paper, 26 x 36,1 cm (sight)

Inscribed br: Gerard Bengu

The Campbell Collections of the University of
Natal




