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Connl uel on on Education: Reeolutlen to ANC 48th Netlonal Conference
" . Preanble.

Yhe Apartheid educati on eyetem hll generated an educational crlele
OE dl euetroue proportioneb thch nenifeetp Iteolf 1n groee

dl stortlone and racial |nbelancee 1n the educational devel opment of
our people at all levels, vast dlnperltlee 1n the allocation of
educational resources, an eroded climte of |earning, an |Imense
wast age of human reeourcee and e bureaucratic, Heeteful and corrupt
adm nl etretlon of education In South Africa.

The Apartheid educati onal eyetem nmakes little provlelon for the
critical needs for adult education and preschool Eacllltles In our
conmunltlee. It has aluo felled to address the urgent educationa
needs of the millions of our youth who at present flnd thensel ves
excl uded from Eozmal schooling.

| baxt hel d education continues to be fundanentally undenocratic and
has failed to respond to the leqltlmate denands of the people of
South Africa. It has also felled to respond to the human resource
skills needed for future econonmic growth In our country.

Yhe Apartheld etute etande fully accountable for thin crisis In
education in South Africa. The state |lacks the political |egitimcy
to neanl ngfully resolve fundanental contradictionu 1n the
educational system and address the historical inbalancee produced
by Aparthel d education. This crlels cannot be resol ved w thout the
denocratic participatlon of our people In all aspects of resolving
thl: Inpasse.

. Esucat | on has and continues to be an inportant arena of struggle
and transformation. The ARC nust devel op educati onal policies and
strategies as an intagzal purl: of thrs ctnqulc for the

transfer of power and treneformatlon of South Africa to a non-

raci al, denocratic society. ANC e educational policies and
strateglee are therefore | naepareble fromthe ARC. political
constitutional, econom c and ot herzpollcles.

Conference Reaffirms that:

1. Education 15 a fundanental human right.

2. The education systemshall have an |te foundation and pronote
the val ues of non-zaclellem non-eexlaw, and denocracy.
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3. Allterate end nunernte eoclety |le essential forithe economc

H social and polltlcel devel opment of a denbcratic society.

4. The protlelon of educutlon is the prinmary responsibility of

the state under a nlngle depaxtment of education

5. Compul eoty’ and free education shall be provided to all SouLh
Africans up to the age of sixteen

S. The educati on needs of the wonen, youth and adults uhall be
eneured through the provlelone In an Educational Bill of

nght e.

- ' t through the

7. Atop priority must be affirmative action

zedl ut zl butl on of educational resources toward: educatlonally
deprived comunities and regions.

0. Appropriate education ehnll be provided to the handi capped.

9. "Adult and technl cel education programes shall be established.
10. Apartheid Education nmust be replaced by an educational system
reflecting the aspirations and needs of our comunities.

Resol uti ons

Hor xuc;

The urgent need to unite all denocratic forces In the struggle

to transform Aparthel d education

RESOLVE THAT,;

1. Inline with its dcclelon to forma Patriotic Front, the ANC
must take a leading role in the devel opnent of a broad

educational patriotic front which nust include our alliance
partners, antleepartheld -and progresslve educationa

organi zations to strengthen the educational noverent, set
priorities and devel op joint strategies.

HOTI HG,

The critical need to reintroduce the culture oi |earning anong

all our people,

RESCOLVE THAT;



1. we commt ouruelveetto the reelnculcatlon of a culture of
| ear ni ng anong our menbers and the broader noclety,
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. 4 To promote the culture of learning to reach all our nenbers
and the broader community and strive to involve everyone in
ei ther teaching or |earning,

To facilitate workshops and sem nars on the "Culture of
Learni ng". These discussions nust, inter alia, include our own
cadres, youth, disadvantaged comrmunities and student
organi sati ons, teachers and parents. It.weuld include such
i ssues an the creation of a stable |earning environment,
buil ding on the positive educational experiences of the
conmunity and its organi sations, developing a culture of
participation in educational work, the collective use of
educational resources and Eacllitles and such |like matters.
The out cones of these di ucusuiono should be uned to informthe
devel opnent of our strategies and tactics in the educationa
struggle, ’

I. i To establish practical educational programes such as |earning
support progranmmes, |earning circles and adult education
progranmes through our organi zational structures at all levelu
and in cooperation with our allied organizati ons,

5. To encourage and facilitate active consultation and united,
coordi nated action at all |evels whenever the "Culture of
Learning" is threatened In institutions of |earning, and

i. That all our canpaign: shall be informed by our stated
commtnments to the re-eetabliehnent of the culture of

| ear ni ng.

| OTl nB;

That the lack of clarity in the relationship between the
internal and the external education structures has created
difficulties and m nundeznt undi nge,

| ESOLVE THAT

1. The matter of the rel ationship between the interna

and

ext erna

LHC educational Ltzuctuzcs be considered by the MEG

as a matter of urgency, that the natter be resol ved and that
the NBC formally conmmunicates its decision on this matter to
the rel evant :tzuctuzeu as soon an possible.

NOTI NG THAT:

i. It I's fundanmentally inmportant to engage the organiuutlon as u
whol e in policy and strategy discussion 50 that the

devel opnent of policinn and utratugl oaln Unnd

to building of urgnniuatlon
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ii.

i,

iv.

The ARC must intervene in and provide | eadership to resolve
the education crisis in euch a way as to build our |ong
toxwa_pducutional ainms and to etrengthen our organisation

now, |tecognlalng that; our short: and |ung tnxm

ol xj oci zl veus are directly related to each other

We need to devel op policies and strategies to vigorously
oppose the policies being put forward by the regine and ite
supporters such as the policy of the privatisation Ot
education and tho .deatabllInlng of the

nducut | onal environment. Att heaanet hw hcnmxwat

continue to put pressure on the regine to discharge its
responsibilities in reapect ot the fundanmental rlght of access
to educati on.

Educati onal canpai gn: need careful and proper preparation

pl anni ng, and nmanagenent through denocratic and informed
partici pation, discussion and consultation, reporting back and
mandates within the ANC, with our allies and in the
conmunities which are directly concerned with the particul ar
canpai gn.

Wil e this Conference cannot resolve the educational crisis
LHC can nake a | eading intezyention in initiating the p;gc::1
of resolving the crisis.

CONFERENCE RESOLVES THAT:

The process of the dincuunlon of educational pollcieu end
utrategi es must conmmence inmediately alter this conlezence in



Every Branch and Regi on of the ANC

Such di scussion muut he facilitated by the Education
Department of the ANC.

That the necessary resources he nade avail able to the
Departnment for the purpose: of facilitating these di scussions,
i ncl udi ng the devel opment of the REGQ ONAL EDUCATI ON

ut cuctuues, end the preparation of background n$tttldl b (er
wor kshops to be held in the Regions and at the Branch |evel.
VWere it i: (caulble to do :0, Regions and Branches nust
invite organi sati ons which represent the connunity and which
can nake a | neani ngful contribution to discussions on any
particul ur issue.

In addition the Regi onu nust conni der engagi ng with our
alliance partners, and in particular with the education
policies and initiativea of COSATU, and the HECC, and with
organi sations oi the PATRI OTl C FRONT in such di acuusl une.



5.2

5. 3.

The purposes of the discussions nust be to:

Devel op’ nhozt Term Strategi es through educati ona

I nterventlon: for whlch canpaign: can be nmounted to ensure
that the present state discharge: its educationa
reaponal bl I 1tles. These can Include euch | neuee an the

uni versal and equal access of all those 1r: and out: of
5cdloc) 1 to educational pzovlalon,( le..ln the schools AND
every ot her kind of educatlonal Institution), the full and
proper utilisation of existing educational facilities,

I ncl udi ng pl aces of |earning other than schools, the provlalon
of facilities (Including food and nuatonence where necessary),
the provlelon of buraazles, facilitating the devel opnent of
literacy and nuneracy on a natlonal basis - Including the use
and availability of appropriate national and reglonnl nedia,
and ot her |ssues, ARR

Devel op our Long Term Educational Policies and

PJJnnrzl ngy. These could Include such | esuea an the

devel opnent of denocratic and | hf ornmed deci si on nmaki ng
atructuzea for a poet-apattheld ntato, the ainms of our
educational :yatemthe questions of Finances, Adm nistration
currl cul un! devel opnment, educational research, the relationship
bet ween education and training, education and production, the
di vi si on between nental and nmanual | abour, the devel opnent of
the human potential of our society and the 1lilke.3

be mounted and provi de concrete |deas about how such canpal gns
can be organised Locally, Regionally o: Nationally. 1n
addl tl on such I nterventlonn nmuat be based on realistic and
achi evabl e demands and nust not be a’' genezal ’'ehopplng Ilet’
OE denands. t

That every branch of the Anc inmediately facilitate in Its
area, the formation of PTSA': where these do not exlat. \Were
these do exist the Branch 1n queatlon ahall formally open

di scussions In regard to the matters In thla resolution with
such PTSA' S.

The Regi ons shall report on the discussions flowing fromthin
resolutlon by not later than the 15th Decenber 1991. end such
reports shall be discussed at a Conference to be convened by
6th July 1991.



